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In-House Chili Cook-Off 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 
After the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 25th, 

we plan to have an “In-House Chili Cook-Off” in preparation 

for Bridges to Housing Stability’s Annual “Hotter Than Thou” 

Chili Cook-off. We are looking for several cooks to prepare 

their favorite chili recipe (beef, chicken, veggie, etc.) for this 

friendly cook-off at First Presbyterian. 

We also need people to come and taste the chili! Then vote for your favorite 

chili with your money!!! All proceeds will go to Bridges to Housing Stability at 

the “Hotter Than Thou” Chili Cook-off. Come be part of the fun! 

Please contact the church office if you are interested in participating.  

Mark your calendars for the “Hotter Than Thou” Chili Cook-off at Church of the 

Resurrection in Ellicott City on Sunday, March 8, 2015. This is where all the 

churches in the county come for the BIG Cook-off! 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  

OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County  

to be held on Sunday, February 8, 2015  

immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the church sanctuary.  

The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the Session and its 

Units, to review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as required by the Book of Order,  

to receive the Session’s annual budget for the church,  

and to transact any other business properly coming before the Congregation. 

is now available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.  



 

 

Presbyterian Women’s 
Dinner 

Winter Wonderland 
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Wednesday, January 21, 2015 

6:30-9:00 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

Meal prepared by Chef Craig & Cook Woody 

Secret Pals Revealed 
Choose new Secret Pals for 2015! 

Musical Entertainment 

Purchase your ticket for $15.00  
on Sunday mornings in the Lower Commons. 

See you in the Winter Wonderland! 

Monthly Stewardship Principle 
The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle  

as you consider how you handle the resources (finances, time, and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle #8:  Generosity flows from a transformed heart. 

Which comes first:  generous giver or a transformed heart? Some of us have been transformed through the 

experience of disciplined stewardship. Others, however, have been led to give generously and consistently 

as a result of transformational experiences, either in our own lives or by witnessing God’s work in the lives 

of others. Regardless of how it evolves, generosity does indeed flow from a transformed heart. 

The Christmas season is traditionally a time of year that includes giving carefully chosen gifts to loved ones. 

Giving a gift acknowledges the significance of a relationship and honors the recipient. Our gifts to God 

serve those same purposes. Regular and generous giving throughout the year allows the real spirit of 

Christmas to be part of our lives on an ongoing basis. 

According to the PCUSA website, “Stewardship is a spiritual exercise, an issue of faith development 

expressed in generosity and commitment to the funding of Christ’s work in the world.” Like physical 

exercise, the spiritual exercise of stewardship is good for the heart. As you consider your resolutions for 

the New Year, add the spiritual exercise of stewardship to your plans. 

Announcing 

2015 Scholar In Residence 

Brian K. Blount 

Saturday, March 14, 2015 

Sunday, March 15, 2015 
Brian K. Blount is president and professor of New 

Testament at Union Presbyterian Seminary, 

Richmond, VA, and Charlotte, NC. He was called to 

this position in 2007, after serving for 15 years as the 

Richard J. Dearborn Professor of New Testament 

Interpretation at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

An M.Div. graduate of Princeton Seminary in 1981, 

he obtained his B.A. from the College of William and 

Mary in 1978. After graduating from Princeton 

Seminary, he went on to become the pastor of the 

Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church in Newport 

News, Virginia from 1982-1988. William and Mary’s 

first African-American to receive membership in the 

Alpha Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, 

Continued on page 5 
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Cold Weather Shelter 
Monday, February 2 through 
Monday, February 16, 2015 

The 12th year of the Cold Weather Shelter is 
underway! Once again we will host 20-25 
homeless men, women, and children in our church 
from the evening of Monday, February 2nd (day 
after the Super Bowl) through the morning of 
Monday, February 16th (Presidents Day).  

As always, we will need lots of help with set up on 
the 2nd, take down on the 16th, daily cleaning of 
the shelter, laundry, evening hosts, overnight 
hosts, dinner preparers, and emergency coverage 
during the day in the event of a blizzard. 
Descriptions of each job are on the display board 
in the Lower Commons. 

Please see the sign-up board in the Lower 
Commons or call the church office. 

The following items are being requested for 
donation by Grassroots: 

Twin sheets, flat and fitted (gently used ok) 
Pillowcases (gently used ok) 
Towels and washcloths (gently used ok) 
New pillows 
New underwear (especially larger sizes),  
       boxers preferred for men 
Deodorant 
Shaving cream 
Razors 
Lip balm 
Hand cream 
Tissues 
Feminine hygiene products 
Cold and cough medications without alcohol 

Please DO NOT donate any used clothes,  
including coats. 

Please place items in the bins  
in the Lower Commons by the sign up board. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Mission Opportunities  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS! 

January — Double Up 

The Board of Deacons’ wants to increase our 

church’s food donations in January to battle 

back against Hunger in Howard County. Winter 

is here in earnest and too many of our 

neighbors are choosing between food and fuel. 

Let’s redouble our efforts this month—give not 

just one can but two or more. Demonstrate in a 

very tangible way that the joy of giving isn’t just 

for a specific date on the calendar. 

These are the most requested items from the 

Howard County Food Bank: 

○ Baby Foods 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Cereal 

○ Evaporated Milk 

○ Oatmeal 

○ Pasta 

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Rice 

○ Spaghetti Sauce 

○ Infant Formual 

○ Baby & Toddler Foods 

Please leave your contribution in the wooden 

“Just One Can” bin in the Upper Commons. 

As always, the generous support of the 

congregation is greatly appreciated. 



 

 

Making plans for next summer? Consider joining the First Pres annual mission trip to spend time in 

activities with our partner presbytery, the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery. Activities will include 

spending time with our scholarship students, visiting coffee fields, a mini-VBS, an activity with the women 

of the presbytery, and opportunities to learn about Mayan culture, past and present. The trip dates are 

Wednesday, July 8—Wednesday, July 18, 2015. The trip can be shorter if you choose not to participate in 

the optional trip to Tikal to explore Mayan ruins.  

If you’re thinking about participating in the July 2015 trip, please plan to attend the information meeting on 

Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. Due to the increased planning required for the Tikal portion of the 

trip, deposits will be due in February. The trip is open to adults and youth age 14 and older. Youth between 

ages 14 and 16 must be accompanied by a parent. Three additional orientation and planning meetings will 

be held prior to the trip.  

For additional information or to assure that you have a place on the trip, please contact the church office. 
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Mission Trip to Guatemala July 2015 

Health Ministry 
Health Ministry is looking for Health Care professionals 
in all specialties and anyone interested in promoting 
optimum health of our congregation. Health Ministry is 
the responsibility of the congregation; for our Lord 
commands us to love and care for one another. We are 
so blessed that different groups have assumed some of 
the responsibilities. 

God wishes us to be healthy and whole, so one of the 
goals of Health Ministry is to encourage whole health 
by increasing participation, self-knowledge, and inter-
dependence among the congregation.  

We pray that Christ our Lord bless you with optimum 
health and fullness of joy. 
Please contact:  discipleship@firstpreshc.org  

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE as  
Head Ushers, Ushers, Greeters,  

PowerPoint and Audio Operators  
for all three morning services.  

Youth as well as adults  
are invited and training is provided!  

For more information, or to sign-up, please 
go to  

http://www.signupgenius.com,  
click on “Find a Sign Up” and search for 

ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org 
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The Green Page 

“Extreme weather” is unusual, severe or 

unseasonable weather. There is broad agreement 

that extreme weather events have increased due to 

climate change. These events include extreme 

temperatures (heat or cold waves); drought due to 

high temperatures leading to increased rates of 

evaporation; increased flooding due to heavy 

rainfall; and increased frequency and intensity of 

hurricanes and tornadoes. Shore-lines are eroded 

even while storm surges reach further inland as 

they ride on top of sea levels that are higher due to 

global warming. Every community faces some risk 

of being adversely affected by climate variability 

and change. In some locations, occasional events 

such as high-tide coastal flooding make it clear that 

rising seas are likely to become a problem. In other 

places, the threat of extended drought or flooding 

from intense rains may be present. 

We can no longer plan based on the climate we 

used to have. As our planet warms, communities 

will need to prepare for the impacts of climate 

change, and to plan how best to adapt to meet 

their particular climate-related challenges. 

Adaptation will mean anticipating the adverse 

effects of climate change and taking appropriate 

action to prevent or minimize the damage they can 

cause, or taking advantage of opportunities that 

may arise. Well planned, early adaptive action will 

save money and lives later. Some examples of 

adaptive measures include:  using scarce water 

resources more efficiently; adapting building codes 

to projected future climate conditions and extreme 

weather events; maintaining and restoring natural 

forest and wetland systems to absorb flood waters 

and provide efficient water storage; building flood 

defenses; developing drought-tolerant crops; 

introducing more green space—parks, trees, and 

“green roofs”—to reduce the urban heat island 

effect; and implementing public health measures to 

reduce the impact of extreme heat. In these and 

other ways, we can confront the realities of climate 

change, and make the changes necessary to reduce 

the damage caused by extreme weather in the 

present and in the future. 

Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as 
more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each 
month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care 
for and honor God's amazing creation. 

Adapting to Extreme Weather 

he received his Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Emory University in 1992. He returned to teach at 

Princeton Seminary the same year. 

Professor Blount’s primary work has been in the Gospel of Mark, the Book of Revelation and in the area of 

cultural studies and hermeneutics. He is the author of six books. 

During the weekend, President Blount will lead a class for all interested persons on Saturday morning, and 

will preach on Sunday. 

Continued from page 2 
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Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, January 18, 2015 

2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 

 

Extreme Weather:   

How Will We Handle it? 

 

Featuring 

Dr. R. Wayne Higgins 
Director, Climate Program for NOAA and OAAR 

and U.S. Ambassador for Global Climate Services 

Dr. Higgins, a nationally recognized authority on extreme weather, will challenge 
and inspire the audience as he carefully lays out a three-part approach to 

understanding and responding to extreme weather and its impacts: 

1.Why more extreme weather is happening now 

2.What extreme weather will be like in the future,  
 based on the 2014 U.S. National Climate Assessment 

3.How to face climate change and build community and national resiliency 

Added Feature:  Dr. Higgins will lead a workshop, at 3:30 p.m., in which he will 

introduce the new Climate Resilience Toolkit, developed by NOAA, which will help 

communities survive and thrive. 

A Survival Snack Sack will be served following the program. 

Extra:  Register to receive a free copy of National Climate Assessment when you 
attend the January 18 Earth Forum. Just email your name, city, and 

congregation/organization to earthforum@firstpreshc.org before noon on Friday, 
January 13. Limit one per person. 

Contact us at earthforum@firstpreshc.org or call 410-730-3545.  
Information at www.earthforum.org. See us on Facebook. 

The Earth Forum is free and open to all  

and meets at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, Maryland 



 

 

Youth Happenings: 
Saturday, January 3, 2015 

 Senior High Snow Ball, 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 8, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, January 11, 2015 

 Mid-year Meeting 

 Parents of all Youth, 6:30 p.m. 

 We’ll talk about the summer trips and  

 conferences and take the opportunity  

 for a mid-year look at the calendar. 

Wednesday, January 15, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 22, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Friday – Sunday, January 23-25, 2015 

 Senior High Youth Ski Retreat 

Saturday, January 24, 2015 

 Mid-High Youth Snow Tubing Trip 

 Whitetail Ski Mountain, near Clear Spring, MD 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
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Sunday, February 22, 2015 

Annual Spaghetti Luncheon  

and Dessert Auction  
Questions? Contact ChristianEd@firstpreshc.org 

Student Ministries 

Mission Trip  

to Jamaica, New York! 

Friday, March 27-Thursday, April 2, 2015 

Youth and adult friends of  youth invited! 

Questions? Contact the church office. 



 

 

Thank you so much for all the food donated for 

the Thanksgiving Baskets. We were able to give 

Bridges to Housing Stability sixteen bins full of 

food. Also, we delivered four baskets to church 

families. Again, thank you so much!! 

The Deacons 

  

The Alternative Gift Fair was a huge success!  

A listing of the funds raised will be included in the 

February Tidings, but for now, the organizers want 

to extend their thanks to everyone who 

volunteered, shopped, or helped spread the word 

about the event. 

See everybody next year! 

The Alternative Gift Fair Team 

 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, cards and 

support while I dealt with my broken wrist, which 

has healed beautifully. I’m blessed to be part of a 

church family that truly cares for each other. May 

God continue to bless you all! 

Becky  
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Notes of Thanks! 

From the Church Office: 

Thank you to all the volunteers who faithfully come 

every Friday to fold the bulletins and monthly to 

fold Tidings. And to Melanie Fadrowski and Nancy 

Rentkiewicz who come weekly to do their tasks in 

the office! I don’t know what I would do without 

your help! You are all wonderful! 

Blessings to all, 

Caroline Smith 

Executive Assistant 

An Introduction to Zentangle 

Sunday, January 11, 2015 

9:30 a.m. 

Zentangle is an easy to learn, relaxing, and fun 

way to create beautiful images by drawing 

structured, repetitive patterns. NO ARTISTIC 

TALENT IS NEEDED! The Certified Zentangle 

Teacher (CZT) at First Pres will explain and 

demonstrate the creative and relaxing process 

of the Zentangle art form at First Forum on 

Sunday, January 11th. Examples will be on 

display and you will have the opportunity to sign 

up for a free class later in January. 

Ginny  

First Forum 

An example of Zentangle art. 



 

 

In January! 
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2015 Stated Session Meetings 

January 27; February 24; March 19, April 28;  

May 26; June 20 or 23 

Sanctuary Flowers  

for 2015 
Would you like to help put flowers in the 

Sanctuary? 

There are two ways you can help… 

1. If you want to give money… 

 Look at the Flower Chart in the Lower 

Commons (or on window of Church 

Office) 

 Choose a Sunday and sign up.  

 (there is a limit of two arrangements each week) 

 You will be contacted for the dedication 

information for your flowers. 

 The donation is $35.00. 

2. If you want to give time… 

 You can be a flower arranger. 

 Contact the Church Office. 

 You can sign up for as many Sundays as 

you like. 

 On Saturday you will obtain flowers (the 

church has an account at Wilhides.) 

 Arrange the flowers using the vases in the 

kitchenette in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Place the flowers on the flower shelf in the 

sanctuary. 

You can do both!  

Contact the church office. 

to everyone 



 

 

Page 10 T id ings  January 2015 

Tidings February 2015 Issue 2  

 

 

is Thursday, January 15th 

To be mailed Thursday, January 22nd 

Please send articles to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive  

your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  

have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  and next month 

you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:  

In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather, on 

Sundays, the Home Page of the church website, and the 

church answering machine will have a special message 

to inform you whether worship services or other 

activities have been changed or canceled. The decision 

will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal to notify the radio 

stations (WBAL Radio, WRBS Radio, WJZ TV, WMAR TV) 

and to put a message on the church answering machine 

and church website, www.firstpreshc.org by 7:00 a.m. 

Call the church office at 410-730-3545 for updated 

messages. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on  

Monday, January 19, 2015  

in observance of  

Co-Pastors’ Contact Info 

Morton and Sue’s cell phone numbers & emails: 

Morton:  443-824-3768, mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Sue:  443-824-4305, sharris@firstpreshc.org 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 

Of Howard County 

January 2015 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: execasst@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, January 15, 2015 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: execasst@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

January 4 

Second Sunday after Christmas 

Communion 

Psalm 147 & John 1.1-18 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

January 11 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Genesis 1.1-5, Psalm 29  

& Mark 1.4-11 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

January 18 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Samuel 3.1-20, Psalm 139  

& John 1.43-51 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 25 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jonah 3.1-4.1 & Mark 1.14-20 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 2015 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. — Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m. — Contemporary Worship 


