
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 16, 2015 

10:00 a.m. 

 

We Gather in God’s Name 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship. 
 Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able. 

Words in bold, by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

People with mental problems are our neighbors. They are members of 
our congregations, members of our families; they are everywhere in this 
country. If we ignore their cries for help, we will be continuing to 
participate in the anguish from which those cries for help come.  
A problem of this magnitude will not go away. Because it will not go 
away, and because of our spiritual commitments, we are compelled to 
take action. 

Rosalynn Carter 

 Prelude   

 Words of Welcome 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 
Newcomers please leave us your address and phone number! 

Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back. 

* Hymn 468 In My Life Lord, Be Glorified 

* Lighting the Christ Candle 

God calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves; 
the one who is weak and the one who is strong. 

the one who is happy and the one who is sad, 
the one who is enjoying mental wellness today 

and the one who is struggling with mental illness today, 
the one whom we understand and the one we don’t, 

the one who is embraced and the one who is shunned, 
the one who is like us and the one who is different. 

Come, let us worship together! 
We come, trusting God’s abundant love! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 



* A Prayer for the Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 

(The liturgist continues the prayer…) 

* Hymn 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! Darwall’s 148th 

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of all the world, we break your heart by the respectable 
lives we lead. Blessed by you with every gift, we practice 
thrift towards others. Seeking to be good and proper 
Christians, we overlook you in the company of the poor,  
the oppressed, those without a voice. We choose to spread 
gossip about our friends and neighbors, when we could 
speak gently to them. 

Forgive us for the pain we cause you and other people, 
Grieving God. Help us to make a clean break with those 
habits which keep us from wholeness. Open us to the 
movement of your Spirit within us. Feed us with the Bread 
of Life, so we might have the love and passion to feed the 
world. This we pray in the name of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

(We continue in silent, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 

It is really that simple – God loves us. Through the Holy Spirit, 
God works in us, transfiguring our old ways, breathing life and 
love into us. 
We receive God’s grace, so we can offer it to others.  
We are caressed in God’s gentleness, so we can hold the 
broken. We will be quick to forgive, even as God has 
forgiven us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

* Response of Praise 581 (singing together) Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 



* Song of Thanksgiving 647 (singing together) Give Thanks 

 

 We Hear God’s Word 

  Children’s Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Miss Kathy to Godly Play. 
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Matthew 19:13-15 Page 800; pew Bible 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the First Lesson:  The Children’s Prayer 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 8:26-39 Page 841; pew Bible 

 The Word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon “Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness” Susan Quass 

 We Respond to God’s Word 

* Affirmation of Faith from The Iona Abbey Worship Book 

With the whole church 
We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit. 

With people everywhere 
We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 



With all creation 
We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
the unfolding purposes of God, 
forever at work in ourselves and the world. 
Thanks be to God! 

* Hymn 750 Goodness Is Stronger than Evil Goodness Is Stronger 

(sing three times) 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Litany for Mental Health 

Loving God, we acknowledge that we are often uninformed 
about mental illness and substance abused and how they 
impact persons and their families. 

Those seated: 
At times, because of our lack of knowledge and 
understanding, we find ourselves separated from  
our sisters and brothers with serious mental illness and 
substance abuse, as well as their families. 

Those standing: 
We hope that God will help us all dispel ignorance and 
misinformation about substance abuse and the serious 
mental illnesses such as major depression, bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, panic disorder, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and obsessive compulsive disorder. 

We pray that troubled minds and hearts, and broken lives and 
relationships might be healed. 

Those seated: 
We pray that the cloud of stigma, labels, exclusion and 
marginalization might be dispelled for the sake for those 
touched by mental illness and substance abuse. 

Those standing: 
We pray that we may be containers of hope for persons and 
families living with mental health challenges. We pray also 
for better treatment, for steadier recovery, for greater 
opportunity to work and serve. 

We live with gratitude for compassionate, dedicated 
caregivers and mental health professionals, for new 
discoveries in brain research and better medications. 

All: 
O God, we seek the power of your Spirit, that we may live in 
fuller union with you, ourselves, and those living with 
mental health issues. Grant that we may gain courage to 
love and understand each other, as you love and understand 
us. Amen. 

 

 



 The Offering 

 Offertory 

* Doxology 643 (singing together)  Now Thank We All Our God, verse 3 

All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, 
to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given: 

the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 
the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore. 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

All that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours, O Lord. 
And of your own we give to you. 

(We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 

We Go Forth to Serve 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 754 Help Us Accept Each Other Baronita 

* Closing Responses 

In work and in worship: 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered: 
God is with us. 

Now and always: 
God is with us. Thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

* Response  Sent By the Lord Am I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Postlude   

 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

During Today’s Worship  

Please turn all cell phones to “silent” when in the Sanctuary. 

Large print bulletins (including hymns and scripture readings) and 
individual listening devices are available from the ushers. Photography 
during worship is discouraged, and flash is not permitted. Please, no food or 
drink in the Sanctuary. 

If your infant or child needs care or becomes too restless during the 
worship service, you may leave the Sanctuary and return as you wish. Child 
care for infants and children under four years old is available all morning. 
The nursery is in Room 159. We have a texting system to alert you if you are 
needed while in the worship service. The ushers will be glad to help you. 

Worship programs for children today during the 10:00 a.m. service:   
 Godly Play for younger children (age 4 - grade 1) during the 10:00 a.m. 

services will resume on August 2.  

Worship folders and crayons for children are at the ushers’ table in The 
Commons. Please return the crayons as you leave. White bulletins for 
children ages three to six; Gray bulletins for children ages seven to twelve. 

If you are new to First Church  

Please sign our Ritual of Friendship, the red pad in the pew. 

Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month. 

Handicap entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the building. 

We invite you to stop by Coffee Hour after worship for conversation and 
fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall. 

New Member Orientation explores what it means to be part of First Church 
household. This one session class is the way to become a member. 

First Church Cares 

To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass 
along a prayer request; to request a Stephen Minister; or to arrange 
homebound Communion, contact Ruth Bell. 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
James Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries jgaldieri@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Executive Assistant execasst@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Child Care Coordinator  
The Rev. Ruth Bell, Parish Visitor rbell@firstpreshc.org 
The Rev. T. Webster Brenner, Parish Associate  
The Rev. Stephen Mann, Parish Associate  

We are an Earth Care Congregation  We are a Stephen Ministry Church 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalcyzk 410-433-8861 x115 


