
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 5, 2016 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY:  Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Deborah 
Circle, in Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. service. 
Next week’s Discipleship Hour:  Church Picnic, near the Willow Tree 
and in Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. service.  

LITURGIST:  Linda (10:30) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Marla and Jim in memory 
of Bethany; and by Clarence, giving thanks for the life of his mother, Vera. 
The flower arranger is Jan. 

ZENTANGLE® ARTIST:  Thanks to Elaine for the Zentangle® art in this week’s 
worship bulletin.  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another—Children ages 4-7 may go with  
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer—Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

THE REMEMBRANCE CANDLE this morning is to remember Jim, husband of 
Gertrude, who died on June 2, 2015. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 

BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on 
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with 
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Place 
your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew. 

TODAY WE THANK THE ELDERS AND DEACONS who served in the Class of 2016:  
Elders:  Emmanuel, Matt, Linda, Olu, Agnes, Becky and Clay; and Deacons:  Craig, 
Louise, Jim, Sharon, Christina, Emma. 

CHURCH PICNIC, NEXT Sunday, June 12, 2016 after the 10:30 a.m. service.  
Come celebrate everything wonderful about the First 
Church Household! Hamburgers, hot dogs and the fixings, 
chips and ice cream will be provided by the church. Please 
bring a favorite salad or side dish to share. Invite family 
and friends! Picnic games, table games, scavenger hunt, 
races, etc. Have your picture taken for the new church 
online directory! Bring your smile! Plan to attend!!   
See Tidings Issue #6, June 2016 for more details.  
 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 5 

Please pray for: Jeff, Joan, Burta, Jean & Richard, Phil, Harry, Dorothy, Jerry, 
Bonnie, Gertrude, Jim, Bob, Robert & Vivian, Nancy, Sarah, Anna, Jack and Katie, 
Dean, Maria, Bunny, Betsy, Shirley, Rachel, Al & Beth  
Hospitalized:  Murray, Shirley  Upcoming surgery:  Paul  
In Charlestown Rehab:  Carol  Recovering from surgery:  Dot, Jonah, Scott  
Friends and Family:  Catherine’s brother, Dickie  
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Cheri and Elaine in the death of their 
cousin Cindy on May 29 from pancreatic cancer. 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and 
Omar Chan with the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach (PBRO) along the  
US-Mexico border; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545, or Parish Visitor Ruth Bell, 
443-668-1804 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Columba (December 7, 521 – June 9, 597) was a forceful Irish monk who, with 
twelve of his friends, rowed across the Irish Sea in a wooden and leather boat 
(called a coracle) and founded an abbey on the island of Iona in 563. The Iona 
Abbey became a model for the crucial roles that monastic communities played in 
the Middle Ages – functioning as a library of learning, museum of art, model of 
peace, hostel for the homeless, orphanage for the displaced, and hospice for the 
sick. Iona was the center of Columba’s mission, but the monks of Iona were not 
static. Columba turned the Iona Abbey into a school for missionaries. He and his 
brothers-in-Christ are responsible for the evangelization of large parts of 
Scotland the north of England. Columba’s reputation as a holy man enabled him 
to serve as a diplomat among the tribes, and his community on Iona became an 
important center of European Christianity. He was a renown man of letters, and 
is credited with transcribing over 200 manuscripts. He died on Iona and was 
buried in the Abbey. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland. Pray for: 

 Stability and justice in government, that all may receive fair treatment; 

 Continued healing and rebuilding of these nations that have been torn 
apart on the bases of race; 

 Land and educational reform, economic justice, and access to medical care 
for people of all colors and ethnicities. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of  
the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2016 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

The PCUSA General Assembly (the GA) is the highest council of our church. It 
convenes every two years to make decisions about our denomination’s mission and 
ministry. The General Assembly convenes this year, June 18-25 in Portland, Oregon. 
The current Stated Clerk of the General Assembly is Gradye Parsons; he is retiring this 
year and a new Stated Clerk will be elected. The current Moderator of the General 
Assembly and a new Moderator will be elected. The Commissioners from Baltimore 
Presbytery are:  Teaching Elders Merritt Schatz and Mark Hanna, Ruling Elders Guy 
Moody and Anita Bishop Johnson, and Young Adult Advisory Delegate Hannah 
Tennies. Catherine Blacka, who also serves as the Stated Clerk of our presbytery, will 
attend as will Emma Warman, who is serving an internship with the Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program at the Assembly. 



THE ORDINARY TIME PARAMENTS in the sanctuary were designed and made by 
Debbie. The Ordinary Time paraments were inspired by several ideas almost two 
years ago. Debbie, being a pastor’s child, remembers discussing with her Dad that 
there was nothing ordinary about this time when the Apostles and Disciples of 
Christ tell about their new faith. The Communion Tablecloth is made of many 
green fabrics and has V lines which draw your eyes up to the cross. Once all the 
pieces were cut and sewn for the Communion tablecloth, Maria O’Haver did the 
machine quilting. The quilting is of two trees in the center growing from a 
mustard seed. There is a boat on one corner to represent the Apostles as they 
spread the Good News. There is a shell on the opposite corner representing 
baptisms and living waters. The rest of the quilting is of scrolls and leaves. Across 
the bottom are the words:  Anything but Ordinary. 
This project is far from finished. Debbie needs help in the next phase:   
YOUR HANDS traced on fusible web in the shape of leaves. Look for the table 
that will have the material and instructions after each worship service. You can 
trace your hands as many times as you want, it takes a lot of leaves to sustain a 
big family tree like ours. Watch as the tree grows throughout our “Anything but 
Ordinary Time.” 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR - 9:30-10:25 a.m. – through June 12 

 BIBLE IN DEPTH – taught by Doyle - Clark Parlor  
 This is a lively conversational study of an Old Testament text:  Job.  

 HELP! I HAVE A TEEN! – Library 
 A class for parents of youth. Each week will feature a different topic with 

either guest speakers or member facilitated discussions. 

CLASSES MEETING through June 12  

(see Tidings May 2016 Issue 5 for more details) All are welcome. 

 CONVERSATIONS ON RACE BOOK DISCUSSION—Room 252 

 lead by Paula and Erin  

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice Initiative.  

 BARMEN, BELHAR AND BELLBOTTOMS (1967):  Three Twentieth Century 

Confessions – Room 258 - lead by Sue Lowcock Harris 

We are starting on the Confession of 1967 – this is a good time to join the 

discussion. 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available at the Wake Up Station on the second 

floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class! Please 

return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., every week in the Parlor 
This year’s text:  The Gospel of Matthew. Come join in the discussion. 

BIG READ 2016 
Accidental Saints:  Finding God in All the Wrong Places,  
by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
Sunday, July 10 at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor 
Big Read Kick-off and discussion of Chapters 1-9 
Sunday, July 31 – Chapters 10-17 
Sunday, August 21 – Catch-up, wrap up 
See Tidings June 2016 Issue 6 for more details. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SECOND SATURDAY S’MORES RETURNS 
First one is Saturday, June 11 
6:00 p.m. in the Woodlands Chapel 
Show off your marshmallow roasting technique to your friends 
for the return of our Second Saturday S’mores Party – Saturdays,  
June 11, July 9 and August 13.  
The church will provide the marshmallows, chocolate and 
graham crackers. All ages and roasting skill levels are welcome. 

LAST DAY OF CHURCH SCHOOL is next Sunday, June 12, 2016. 

VBS REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

“Splash in” July 25-29 with us from 9:00 a.m. to noon! 

We are excited to offer online registration this year. Visit 
www.firstpreshc.org and click on the link to sign up. 
Children age 3 through rising 5th graders are invited to 
participate. Childcare will be provided for younger 
children whose parents/guardians are VBS volunteers.  
Registration is $10 per child and can be mailed to or dropped off at the church 
office. Paper registration forms can be found in the Lower Commons. If you have 
any questions contact christianed@firstpreshc.org. 

CALLING ALL MID-HIGHS for M.A.D. DAYS! Middle School Mission and Adventure 
Days are planned for Thursday, June 30, July 7 & 21. We are planning day trips 
and mission opportunities. Plan to attend! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

GOD’S VARIOUS VOICES - Many of us were born somewhere other than 
Maryland – Africa, Asia, Europe, Alabama, Texas, New England and have accents 
in our voices. This summer we are seeking liturgists to read the Bible passage and 
lead our prayers whose voices do not sound like Maryland. It is important that 
we hear these voices, to be reminded of God’s inclusiveness. If we have to listen 
a little more closely due to the accent, that is all the better. Please the church 
office to sign up. 

PDA/NAILS SUMMER MISSION WORK TRIP, Sunday, June 26-Friday, July 1 
First Presbyterian is planning a summer work trip to Cumberland, Maryland. The 
trip is open to youth (14 with a parent going, 16 otherwise) and adults of all ages. 
Great bonding time for parent/child, aunt or uncle/niece or nephew. The cost is 
$100. Financial aid is available. Sound good? Talk to Woody Collins, 
sexton@firstpreshc.org, 410-730-3545 x11. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County.  

 

 

mailto:christianed@firstpreshc.org


“MOVEABLE FEAST” MINISTRY needs home-baked or bakery-purchased desserts. 
Please bring your dessert donation every second Sunday of the month to the 
church kitchen before 12:30 p.m. Be sure to label them for “Moveable Feast.” 
Items MAY be individually wrapped and should contain no nut products.  
For more information about this ministry, contact Discipleship & Caring 
Ministries Elders. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
RELAXED, REVERENT, JOYFUL 

Begins Sunday, June 19, 2016 
9:00 a.m. – First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer and a Bible lesson – especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone welcome! 

10:00 a.m. – Summer Worship 
Neither “traditional” nor “contemporary” – just the best of First Presbyterian’s 
worshipping tradition! A gathering of the whole church to enjoy God together 
through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS with the Summer Worship Schedule.  
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Call the church office or sign-up in the Lower Commons. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR FIRST WORSHIP:  
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during  
First Worship, 9:00 a.m., starting Sunday, June 19, 2016. 
Here are some ways you can assist them:  

 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship 

 Read the Scripture Lesson 

 Help the ushers greet and take the offering 
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant. 
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign 
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship 
Assistant this summer. 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS RETURNS:  You are invited to bring flowers cut from 
your own garden to worship on the following Sundays:  June 26th, July 24, and 
August 28th. See Tidings June 2016 Issue 6 for more details. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

WHERE’S OUR CHURCH STAFF?  Our Church Administrator will be out of the 
office through Friday, June 10, 2016.She will be on vacation and also attending 
the Administrative Personnel Association Conference in Niagara Falls, NY during 
this time. Thank you to the following volunteers who will be in the Church Office:  
Alice, Amy, Carol, Nancy, Ellen, Melanie. 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 

Grab and Go Coffee 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

    Backpack Project Packing in Branch Hall 

Sunday, June 5th 
TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

COMMUNION 
DEACONS COMPASSION FUND 

NAME TAG SUNDAY 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Coffee Fellowship 
  Called Session Meeting 

Tuesday, June 7th 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. SMLT Meeting 

Wednesday, June 8th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel Meeting 
  PW Coordinating Team Meeting 

Thursday, June 9th 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SUMMER SYNOD GATHERING 
 7:00 p.m. WAM Ministry Meeting 

Friday, June 10th 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SUMMER SYNOD GATHERING 
 1:00 p.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, June 11th 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SUMMER SYNOD GATHERING 

Sunday, June 12th 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

MOVEABLE FEAST 
LAST DAY OF CHURCH SCHOOL 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SUMMER SYNOD GATHERING 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Church Picnic 
 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  execasst@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 23, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2016 Issue #7. 


