
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
July 3, 2016 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY:  SUMMER WORSHIP is here and it is 
time again for “Lemonade on the Lawn”. Refreshments will be 
provided outside on the front lawn near the picnic tables under the 
cherry trees, following both the 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services. 
Come have a cool drink and visit with friends! 

LITURGIST:  John (10:00) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Debbie, Victoria (9:00); Craig, Melanie (10:00); Laura, 
Jonathan, Brian (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God in celebration of 
Independence Day. 
The flower arranger is Jan. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  New worship bags are available in addition to children’s 
bulletins to help enhance the worship experience for children. The bags are 
separated into two different age groups, 3-6 year-olds and 7-12 year-olds.  
You can tell the difference by the writing on the outside:  green for 3-6 and 
purple for 7-12. Please return everything to the bags (except the chenille 
stems/pipe cleaners) and return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 
Thanks to Ann for designing the outside of the bags and Hannah Circle for 
assembling the bags. 

WHERE’S OUR CHURCH STAFF?  Our Co-Pastor, Sue Lowcock Harris is on study 
leave in Iona, Scotland. She will return on Tuesday, July 5, 2016.  

THE ORDINARY TIME PARAMENTS in the sanctuary were designed and made by 
Debbie. The Ordinary Time paraments were inspired by several ideas almost two 
years ago. Debbie, being a pastor’s child, remembers discussing with her Dad that 
there was nothing ordinary about this time when the Apostles and Disciples of 
Christ tell about their new faith. The Communion Tablecloth is made of many 
green fabrics and has V lines which draw your eyes up to the cross. Once all the 
pieces were cut and sewn for the Communion tablecloth, Maria did the machine 
quilting. The quilting is of two trees in the center growing from a mustard seed. 
There is a boat on one corner to represent the Apostles as they spread the Good 
News. There is a shell on the opposite corner representing baptisms and living 
waters. The rest of the quilting is of scrolls and leaves. Across the bottom are the 
words:  Anything But Ordinary.  

(continued on page 3) 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 3 

Please pray for:  Jeff, Joan, Burta, Jean & Richard, Sharon, Dorothy, Jerry, 
Bonnie, Carol, Gertrude, Jim, Paul & Jan, Bob, Robert & Vivian, Nancy, Sarah, 
Anna, Jack and Katie, Dean, Maria, Dot, Bunny, Betsy, Murray & Shirley, Shirley 
Wolf, Rachel, Al & Beth  

Upcoming surgery:  Phil  

Hospitalized:  Harry is in ICU 

Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Catherine and Ed, in the death of her 
brother, Dickie, on Friday, June 24, 2016. 

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and 
Omar Chan with the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach (PBRO) along the  
US-Mexico border; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545, or Parish Visitor Ruth Bell, 
443-668-1804 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

H. Richard Niebuhr (September 3, 1894 – July 5, 1962) was one of the most 
important theological ethicists of the 20th century. He was born in Missouri, 
where his father, Gustav was a pastor. He was ordained in 1916 by the 
Evangelical Synod of North American, a denomination of German Reformed 
immigrant communities, which eventually merged with other groups to form the 
United Church of Christ in 1957. Niebuhr taught at Eden Seminary and Elmhurst 
College, and was called to Yale University in 1931, where he taught until his 
death. He was one of the leading voices of “Neo-orthodox” theology, a circle 
which included Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, Emil Brunner and his brother Reinhold 
Niebuhr. His most famous works are The Meaning of Revelation, and Christ and 
Culture. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Bolivia, Chile, Peru.  
Pray for: 

 The rights of indigenous and mestizo peoples in these countries; 

 The impoverished and oppressed; 

 Those who feed the poor, even though they do not have much themselves. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of  
the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2016 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

The PCUSA Office of the General Assembly 
At the recent meeting of the 222nd General Assembly of the PCUSA  
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson was elected Stated Clerk, for a 4 year term.  
Dr. Nelson was most recently Director of the Washington Office of the PCUSA 
and has preached in the pulpit here at First Church. We congratulate him on this 
new call and pray for his work on behalf of the church. Teaching Elders  
Denise Anderson, a member of National Capital Presbytery, and Jan Edmiston, a 
member of Chicago Presbytery, were elected as Co-Moderators. They serve until 
the next GA which is in 2018 in St. Louis.  

 



This project is far from finished. Debbie needs help in the next phase:   
YOUR HANDS traced on fusible web in the shape of leaves. This is the last week 
to come to the Welcome Desk after each worship service to find the material and 
instructions. You can trace your hands as many times as you want, it takes a lot 
of leaves to sustain a big family tree like ours. Watch as the tree grows 
throughout our “Anything but Ordinary Time.” 

SUMMER AFTER CHURCH 

Every Sunday this summer there’s something fun happening After-Church at 
around 11:15 a.m. The activities last about an hour. We’ve planned lots of 
different kinds of activities, so there is something for everyone.  
After-Church activities start as soon as you can grab some Lemonade on the Lawn 
and join in.  
 NEXT WEEK July 10:  Big Read Gathering #1  
 July 31:  Big Read Gathering #2 
 August 7:  Kids Water Day 
 August 21:  Big Read Gathering #3 
 August 28:  Root Beer Floats 
 Septemeber 4:  Last of the Lemonade – Linger on the Lawn 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

MID-HIGH DAY TRIP TO WASHINGTON 
Thursday, July 21, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Let’s go to Washington for the day together! Mid-Highs 
(rising 6th, 7th and 8th graders) are invited. We’ll ride the 
Metro and eat our lunch there. Bring good shoes for 
walking, your lunch in a bag, money for the train (exact 
details to follow). Parents or other chaperones welcome 
too! Tell Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org  
if you want to go with us, or call the church office,  
410-730-3545. 

VBS REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

“Splash in” July 25-29 with us from 9:00 a.m. to noon! 

We are excited to offer online registration this year. Visit www.firstpreshc.org for 
more information. Children age 3 through rising 5th graders are invited to 
participate. Childcare will be provided for younger children whose 
parents/guardians are VBS volunteers.  
Registration is $10 per child and can be mailed to or dropped off at the church 
office. Paper registration forms can be found in the Lower Commons.  
If you have any questions contact the church office. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

Mid-High Trip to Massanetta – Tuesday, July 12-Friday, July 15 
Senior High Youth Triennium – Monday, July 18 – Saturday, July 23 

 

 



SECOND SATURDAY S’MORES 
Next Saturday, July 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the Woodlands Chapel 
Show off your marshmallow roasting technique to your friends for the return of 
our Second Saturday S’mores Party – Saturdays, July 9 and August 13.  
The church will provide the marshmallows, chocolate and graham crackers.  
All ages and roasting skill levels are welcome. 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

BIG READ 2016 
Accidental Saints:  Finding God in All the Wrong Places,  
by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Next Sunday, July 10 at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor 
Big Read Kick-off and discussion of Chapters 1-9 
Sunday, July 31 – Chapters 10-17 
Sunday, August 21 – Catch-up, wrap up 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

HELP NEEDED IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 
Our Church Administrator, Caroline Smith will be on vacation Friday, July 15 to 
Friday, July 22, 2016 and Friday, September 9 to Friday, September 16, 2016.  
If you are available to help out in the church office while she is away please 
contact Caroline at fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or 410-730-3545 x10. Thank you! 

PIANO PLAYER NEEDED! While Carol is recovering, Pastor Sue needs a few 
substitute pianists to play for the monthly service at Vantage House. Pastor Sue 
conducts this service on the second Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. – and she 
is looking for someone to accompany hymns, and play a prelude and a postlude 
on July 10 and August 14. And if you are interested in helping in the fall, please 
let Sue know, sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

GOD’S VARIOUS VOICES - Many of us were born somewhere other than 
Maryland – Africa, Asia, Europe, Alabama, Texas, New England and have accents 
in our voices. This summer we are seeking liturgists to read the Bible passage and 
lead our prayers whose voices do not sound like Maryland. It is important that 
we hear these voices, to be reminded of God’s inclusiveness. If we have to listen 
a little more closely due to the accent, that is all the better. Please contact the 
church office to sign up. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – July – “Personal Dignity Products” 
As part of the Board of Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard 
County, our featured donation for July is Personal Hygiene Products. Food 
Stamps do not cover cleaning and hygiene products so your donations will free 
up cash that people can use for food and other necessities. Recommended items:  
shampoo, deodorant, disposable razors, toothpaste, bar soap, detergent. Please 
leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 



SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
RELAXED, REVERENT, JOYFUL 

Every Sunday through September 4, 2016 

9:00 a.m. – First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer and a Bible lesson – especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone welcome! 

10:00 a.m. – Summer Worship 
Neither “traditional” nor “contemporary” – just the best of First Presbyterian’s 
worshipping tradition! A gathering of the whole church to enjoy God together 
through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS with the Summer Worship Schedule.  
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Sign-up in the Lower Commons or call the church office. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR FIRST WORSHIP:  
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during  
First Worship, 9:00 a.m. Here are some ways you can assist them:  

 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship 

 Read the Scripture Lesson 

 Help the ushers greet and take the offering 
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant. 
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign 
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship 
Assistant this summer. 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS RETURNS:  You are invited to bring flowers cut from 
your own garden to worship on Sunday, July 24th. Another opportunity will be 
August 28th. See Tidings July/August 2016 Issue 7 for more details. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

THE CHURCH OFFICE and BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED tomorrow 
Monday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 
 

SUMMERTIME PHOTO OP SUNDAYS  
This Summer you will have many opportunities to get your picture into the new 
online church directory. Most Sundays there will be a photographer in the Upper 
Commons after both services ready to capture your prettiest smile.  
Just look for the photo booth and head on over. If you would like your picture 
taken on a particular Sunday, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 

9:00 a.m. First Worship 
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. services 
11:15 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn & Summer After-Church 

Sunday, July 3rd 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP MISSION TEAM 
PASTOR SUE ON STUDY LEAVE 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Lemonade on the Lawn 

Photo Op for Church Directory 

Monday, July 4th 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING CLOSED 
GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP MISSION TEAM 

PASTOR SUE ON STUDY LEAVE 

Tuesday, July 5th 
GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP MISSION TEAM 

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, July 6th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP MISSION TEAM 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 

Friday, July 8th 

 1:00 p.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, July 9th 

 6:00 p.m. Second Saturday S’mores 

Sunday, July 10th 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Lemonade on the Lawn 

Photo Op for Church Directory 
After-Church:  Big Read #1 

 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship Service 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  execasst@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, August 18, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2016 Issue #8. 


