
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 5, 2017 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY:  Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Discipleship and 
Caring Ministries, following the 10:30 a.m. service in Lyle Buck Hall.  
Also:  Cold Weather Shelter Set-up, Helpers meet in L.I.F.E. Open Area / Room 
106, for a light lunch, following the 10:30 a.m. service. 
NEXT WEEK’S DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  New Member Appreciation, following the 
10:30 a.m. service, linger in the Upper Commons, enjoy a cup of coffee, and greet 
our new members who joined First Presbyterian Church in 2016.  

LITURGIST:  Sara (10:30) 

AS PART OF THEIR CONFIRMATION PREPARATION, members of the 2017 class 
will be assisting in worship throughout the year. This morning’s Confirmand 
leading worship is Peter (10:30) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Debbie (8:30); Chrissy, Manuela, (10:30); Laura, Tracy 
Krzys, Jonathan, Mark (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Jeff and Eileen in 
celebration of Bunny’s 96th birthday; and by Morton and Sue in celebration of 
their 31st wedding anniversary. 
The flower arranger is Jan.  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 

BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on 
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with 
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Place 
your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew. 

TODAY WE SEND OUT our 2017 Cuba Mission Team to attend the Encuentro 
Meeting, February 10-17, 2017 - Melanie, Morton, Alice, and Doris  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another—Children ages 4-7 may go with  
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer—Children ages  
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags (except the chenille stems/pipe 
cleaners) and return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.  

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 5, 2017 

Please pray for:  Jon, Jeff, Darlene, Virgie, Joan, Burta, Dorothy, Jerry, Dottie, 
Gertrude, Jim, Robert & Vivian, Bob, Bunny, Stan, Shirley, Al & Beth  

Bereaved:  Jean, Margaret, Joanne, Nancy and family, Christina and family, 
Maria, Shirley  

Hospitalized:  Dave  

Recovering from Surgery:  Web, Harriet  

Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Rachel, in the death of her brother. 

Family & Friends:  Jimmy’s mother, Marie  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and 
Omar Chan with the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach (PBRO) along the US-
Mexico border; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:  
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Students at a Lunch Counter in Greensboro, NC.  
On February 1, 1960, four African American college students – Franklin McCain, 
Joseph McNeil, Ezell Blair, Jr., and David Richmond – sat down at a lunch 
counter at Woolworth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina, and politely asked for 
service. Their request was refused. When asked to leave, they remained in their 
seats. Their passive resistance and peaceful sit-down demand helped ignite a 
youth-led movement to challenge racial inequality throughout the South. 
Hundreds of students, civil rights organizations, churches, and members  
of the community joined in a six-month-long protest. Their commitment 
ultimately led to the desegregation of the F. W. Woolworth lunch counter on  
July 25, 1960. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Ireland; United Kingdom:  England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland Wales.  
Pray for: 

 Immigrants and asylum seekers who seek a better life in these countries; 

 Those who feel they have been left behind:  the homeless and unemployed, 
those whose education seems inadequate or their skills are out of date, and 
those who are long-term patients in mental hospitals; 

 The work for peace and justice in which Christians join with others to imagine 
a better world. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of  
the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2017 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministries of the Presbyterian Church USA 
Sara Lisherness is the Director of this ministry area. The work of this area 
includes:  peacemaking, public witness, hunger, self-development of people, 
disaster assistance, the United Nations, environmental ministries, public 
education and responsible investments. 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR - 9:30-10:25 a.m. 

FEBRUARY ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL OPTIONS: 
Histories and Mysteries of the Bible – with Bill  

Through February 26—Room 258 
A look at Hebrew Testament history and how it impacts that of the New 
Testament with a few stops along the way to look for lost arks & lost tribes. 
If you missed January – don’t miss February!  

Confirmation for Adults—with Morton Harris & Sue  
February 5, 12 & 19—Room 252 

Adults are invited to take a peek at some of the big ideas our confirmands 
explore during their year of study. In this short option, we’ll look quickly at 
three aspects of being part of the Presbyterian way of being Christ: How 
Churches are Organized, Reformed/Presbyterian Theology, and Worship 
and Sacraments. Morton and Sue will take turns leading this discussion. 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 
The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs – facilitated by Doyle will attend Histories and 
Mysteries of the Bible in January and February.  
They will resume meeting in the Parlor in March. 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available at the Wake Up Station on the second 
floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class! Please 
return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. every week – on Wednesday! In the Parlor 
This year’s text:  Genesis - Genesis is a book about beginnings. This is a lively 
group and we have great conversations. No experience necessary! All welcome!  

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE will meet on Sunday, February 12, 2017 at  
11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor. All are invited to join in the conversation.  
Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHURCH SCHOOL meets every Sunday morning  
Ark & L.I.F.E. – will start in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning 

NEXT WEEK, FEBRUARY 12TH, the ARK kids will be doing a mission project that's 
just their size during Sunday School. We encourage all ARK children to attend so 
that they can practice what they've been learning these past weeks in Sunday 
School. 

CROSSROADS IS COMING!—The Rosenwald Schools 
with Dr. Janet  
Sunday, February 26—in Branch Hall 
Adults, Mid-Highs and Senior Highs are invited to join together for a special Black 
History Month Crossroads. In the early 20th century, Julius Rosenwald, a German-
Jewish immigrant who became president and part-owner of Sears Roebuck, 
partnered with Booker T. Washington to establish over 5,000 schools for African-
American children in the 11 states of the former Confederacy plus Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Kentucky and Maryland. Janet, a member of First Church, grew up in 
North Carolina and attended one of the Rosenwald schools. She will tell us about 
this extraordinary partnership, and her personal experiences. 

 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

TODAY Sunday, February 5 
 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering after both services 
 The youth will be collecting the Souper Bowl Offering at the conclusion of each 

service. The tradition is to add your loose change or small bills to this 
offering.The youth use it toward alleviating hunger in our community. 

 Mid-High Fellowship at 11:30 a.m. 
  Have lunch together and help set-up Cold Weather Shelter 
 We will not be going shopping 

 Senior High Super Bowl Party 
  at the home of Ellen & Doyle  
  arrival time—6:00 p.m. | pick up after the game 
  BBQ will be available, bring a side dish or dessert to share 

Thursday, February 9 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION 
Sunday, February 26, 2017 
This year we have the key coordinating roles filled but we still need parent 
support. If you are interested in helping we need help with:   
Volunteer Sign-up:  various jobs mainly on the weekend of the Auction  
(cashiers, kitchen help, set-up, clean up, etc.) 
Non-food Donations: This includes gift certificates, tickets, services, basket of 
goodies, etc. 
Dessert or food donations: for the silent and live auctions and/or the bake sale. 
Auction questions:  Kathy or the church office 
Lunch questions:  Linda or the church office 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

YEAR ROUND STEWARDSHIP - ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM (ARP)  
Celebrating Your Sharing! You can still submit an estimate of giving card for 
2017. And truly, your contribution is needed. To impact the 2017 budget, it’s not 
too late to turn in your Estimate of Giving Pledge so that your Church can thrive 
and grow in 2017. 

CHANGE IN TIDINGS DUE DATE:  Articles for the March 2017 Issue 3 Tidings are 
due on Thursday, February 9 (this is before Super Tuesday!). Please send your 
articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Thank you. 

Earth Forum on Personal Resilience in Unsettling Times 
Sunday February 19, 2:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County  
Our originally scheduled speaker, Dr. Higgins, has been advised to postpone his 
Earth Forum presentation until the climate policies of the new administration are 
established.  
Earth Forum invites everyone to come explore how people who are active in 
working for justice can build their resiliency for times that feel chaotic and 
unsettling. Details will be announced this coming week – but will include a 
speaker, updates on environmental legislation in the current Maryland legislative 
session, and several opportunities to network and connect.  
The Earth Forum is open to all interested persons, is free, and also serves 
delicious refreshments. Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers –  
call 410-730-3545 for more information. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

THE COLD WEATHER SHELTER Starts TOMORROW 
Help is needed TODAY from 12:00-2:00 p.m. to set up the sleeping areas (move 
furniture, cover up windows) – a light lunch will be served to the helpers in the 
L.I.F.E. Open Area/Room 106. Help also needed tomorrow February 6th from 
1:00-4:00 p.m. to set up bedding, and again on Monday, February 20th from 7:00-
10:00 a.m. to set the sleeping areas back to rights. No need to sign up, just 
come! We are still in need of a few more people to be evening hosts, overnight 
hosts, clean, and cook dinner. If we are snowed in and you could spend a few 
hours at church, that would also be helpful. We will provide transportation!  
See sign-up sheets are in the Lower Commons. Any questions, contact Margot or 
the church office. 

MOVEABLE FEAST is a charitable organization whose mission is to foster a 
community that cares for men, women and children living with HIV/AIDS, cancer 
and other life-threatening illnesses by preparing and delivering nutritious meals 
and groceries and providing nutritional counseling and other services. Our church 
provides home baked goods on the Second Sunday of each month. If you would 
like to help, please leave your dessert in the kitchen and mark it Moveable Feast. 
For additional information check them out at mfeast.org 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting suggestions for leaders to be 
elected in the coming year to serve the church. Please pick up a “Suggested 
Church Leader Candidate” form at the Welcome Desk. Questions, contact Steve 
or the church office. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE as Head Ushers, Ushers, Greeters, PowerPoint and 
Audio Operators for both morning services. Youth as well as adults are invited 
and training is provided! For more information, or to sign-up, please contact 
Jonathan St. John at ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org or go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com, click on “Find a Sign Up” and search for 
ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 
Suggestions are:  Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned 
Soups, Stews, Pasta, Oatmeal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2017 Issue #3.  



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 
Ages 2 through Adult  

Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 

And a variety of changing classes for Adults 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, February 5th 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | COMMUNION 

DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING | SOUPER BOWL OF CARING OFFERING 
SENDING OUT:  CUBA MISSION TRIP 

 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Coffee Fellowship 
  CWS Set-up & Light Lunch for Helpers 
  Mid-High Fellowship 
 11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee Meeting 
  Run for Coffee Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Senior High Super Bowl Party 

Monday, February 6th 
COLD WEATHER SHELTER BEGINS 

 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Consortium Training 

Tuesday, February 7th 
COLD WEATHER SHELTER 

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. SMLT Meeting 

Wednesday, February 8th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 1:00 p.m. Earth Care Meeting 
 2:00 p.m. Earth Forum Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, February 9th 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m. WAM Ministry Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, February 10th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, February 11th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 
 9:00 a.m. Lydia Circle 

Sunday, February 12th 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | MOVEABLE FEAST 
NEW MEMBER APPRECIATION | NAME TAG SUNDAY 

 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  New Member Appreciation 
  Blood Pressure Screening 
 11:45 a.m. Conversations on Race 
 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship 



First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

Conversations on Race 
 

Please read some statements from group members  
about why the Conversations on Race are important to them. 

 
 
Erin  
This group that my mother introduced me to came along at a perfect 
time in light of all the turbulence that America was going through with 
regards to police brutality. I was angry, frustrated and looking for a 
way to express my exasperation in a healthy manner, so the CoR was 
an outlet. I think being able to share experiences and perspectives from 
any race and background is a small but important step in achieving 
racial awakenings and tolerance. I believe personal stories allow us to 
not only have empathy/sympathy for those minorities and others who 
have suffered through oppression and discrimination in their lives, but 
be inspired to action. I'm glad what we learn from each other will 
enrich our attitudes about race and then spill out into conversations at 
our jobs, social settings, communities and with our children and 
relatives. Acknowledging the racial divide and the willingness to keep 
the discussion on the table is why I'm grateful and appreciative of the 
First Presbyterian Church community. 
 
Ginny  
Conversations on Race gives me an opportunity to make a difference by 
taking a stand for something I believe in. By connecting with others 
and listening, really listening, to their stories, I learn about their 
experiences and perspectives. I am learning the importance of history 
as it relates to race and ethnicity. I am learning compassion; though I 
may not be able to fix a situation, I can reach out in love and let 
someone know that I care. To me, being part of this group is the right 
thing to do. 
 
Rebecca  
My introduction to the Conversations on Race Class came at a time in 
my life when my eyes were being opened to the fact that systematic 
racism is still a huge problem in American society. I am grateful for the 
class as a place to share my feelings and concerns, and as a place where 
I can listen and learn from others.  
 
 
 

All are welcome!  
Meetings are on the second Sunday of each month at 11:45 a.m. 

Grab a cup of coffee and come to the Parlor.  
 



We want your input! 
 
The Conversations on Race group has been working on a mission 
statement and we want your input! Tell us what you think of our draft 
statement that was displayed during the coffee hour the group hosted 
in January. 
 
As stated in the Confession of 1967, “God has created the peoples of the 
earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God overcomes 
the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down every form of 
discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. 
The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another 
as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, 
leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. 
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination 
and ministers to those injured by it.” 
 
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on 
Race group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people feel 
welcome, free to speak knowing they will be heard. Our hope is to 
create the universal family God desires. 
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