
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 12, 2017 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY:  New Member Appreciation, following the  
10:30 a.m. service, linger in the Upper Commons, enjoy a cup of coffee, and greet 
our new members who joined First Presbyterian Church in 2016. 
NEXT WEEK’S DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Hannah Circle, 
following the 10:30 a.m. service in Lyle Buck Hall. 

LITURGIST:  David (10:30) 

AS PART OF THEIR CONFIRMATION PREPARATION, members of the 2017 class 
will be assisting in worship throughout the year. This morning’s Confirmand 
leading worship is Jared (10:30) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Ron, M.J. (8:30); Chrissy, Mispa (10:30); Laura, Debbie, 
Jonathan, Mark (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Agnes for Valentine’s Day, 
Keep hope alive! Love trumps hate; and by Amy in celebration of her wonderful 
husband, Pat’s birthday (a big one!). 
The flower arranger is Jan.  

ZENTANGLE® ARTIST:  Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s 
worship bulletin. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another—Children ages 4-7 may go with  
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer—Children ages  
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship 
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags (except the chenille stems/pipe 
cleaners) and return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.  

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  New Member Appreciation Sunday 

Today Sunday, February 12, 2017 – All are welcome! 

Please join us today to celebrate the new members that have joined First 
Presbyterian Church of Howard County in the past year. They are:  Brian, Grace, 
Todd, Heather, Joanne, Carol, Mike and Nancy. 
Light refreshments will be served in the Upper Commons after the 10:30 a.m. 
service. This is a great opportunity to reach out in fellowship and make new 
connections within our First Presbyterian community. 

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE will meet TODAY Sunday, February 12, 2017 at  
11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor. All are invited to join in the conversation.  
Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group. 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 12, 2017 

Please pray for:  Jon, Jeff, Darlene, Virgie, Joan, Burta, Dorothy, Jerry, Dottie, 
Gertrude, Jim, Robert & Vivian, Bob, Bunny, Stan, Shirley, Al & Beth  

Bereaved:  Jean, Margaret, Joanne, Nancy and family, Christina and family, 
Maria, Shirley  

Hospitalized:  Dave  

Recovering from Surgery:  Web, Harriet  

Family & Friends:  Jimmy’s mother, Marie; Friend of Jennifer, Carlos  

PRAY for our 2017 Cuba Mission Team, Melanie, Morton, Alice, and Doris, 
attending the Encuentro Meeting. 

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and 
Omar Chan with the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach (PBRO) along the US-
Mexico border; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:  
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Henry Highland Garnet (Dec. 23, 1815 - Feb. 13, 1882) was born into slavery in 
New Kent County, Maryland. His entire family escaped to New Hope, PA in 1824. 
He was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in 1841, to serve Liberty Street 
Church in Troy, NY. In 1865, Garnet was serving as Pastor of the Fifteenth Street 
Presbyterian Church in Washington DC. President Lincoln invited him to preach 
to the US House of Representatives. He was the first African-American to 
address congress, and one of the first African-Americans to be admitted to the 
Capitol building. Garnet was in the vanguard of African-Americans who began to 
seek remedy in the political system. By 1849, Garnet began to favor the 
emigration of blacks to Africa, Mexico and the West Indies. In 1881 President 
Garfield appointed Garnet as the first ambassador to the newly founded nation 
of Liberia. Garnet died in Liberia two months after his arrival. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands.  
Pray for: 

 The church’s vitality to attract once again those who have lost interest in 
faith; 

 Drug users and those who sell drugs, that they may find comfort and strength 
in God instead of substance abuse; 

 Young people who cannot find a job after finishing their education. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of  
the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2017 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Cherry Hill Church in Baltimore City – Keith Page, Pastor 
 Chestnut Grove Church in Phoenix – Andy Gathman, Pastor 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR - 9:30-10:25 a.m. 

FEBRUARY ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL OPTIONS: 
Histories and Mysteries of the Bible – with Bill  

Through February 26—Room 258 
A look at Hebrew Testament history and how it impacts that of the New 
Testament with a few stops along the way to look for lost arks & lost tribes. 
If you missed January – don’t miss February!  

Confirmation for Adults—with Morton Harris & Sue Lowcock Harris 
February 12 & 19—Room 252 

Adults are invited to take a peek at some of the big ideas our confirmands 
explore during their year of study. In this short option, we’ll look quickly at 
three aspects of being part of the Presbyterian way of being Christ: How 
Churches are Organized, Reformed/Presbyterian Theology, and Worship 
and Sacraments. Morton and Sue will take turns leading this discussion. 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 
The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs – facilitated by Doyle will attend Histories and 
Mysteries of the Bible in January and February.  
They will resume meeting in the Parlor in March. 

GAMES & CONVERSATIONS – Room 205 
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of 
questions? Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young 
adults for a time of fellowship, conversations, and board games as we navigate 
the perils of being an adult! Facilitated by Brian & Ann. 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available at the Wake Up Station on the second 
floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class! Please 
return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. every week – on Wednesday! In the Parlor 
Current text:  Galatians – We’re taking a break from Genesis to read through 
Paul’s letter to Gentile converts who are living in the interior of the Roman 
Empire. Paul reaches back to the story of Abraham and Sarah to construct some 
of his theology. This is a lively group and we have great conversations.  
No experience necessary! All welcome!  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
CHURCH SCHOOL meets every Sunday morning  
Ark & L.I.F.E. – will start in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning 

THIS WEEK, FEBRUARY 12TH, the ARK kids will be doing a mission project that's 
just their size during Sunday School. We encourage all ARK children to attend so 
that they can practice what they've been learning these past weeks in Sunday 
School. 

CROSSROADS IS COMING!— 
The Rosenwald Schools with Dr. Janet  
Sunday, February 26—in Branch Hall 
Adults, Mid-Highs and Senior Highs are invited to join together for a special Black 
History Month Crossroads. In the early 20th century, Julius Rosenwald, a German-
Jewish immigrant who became president and part-owner of Sears Roebuck, 
partnered with Booker T. Washington to establish over 5,000 schools for African-
American children in the 11 states of the former Confederacy plus Oklahoma, 



Missouri, Kentucky and Maryland. Janet, a member of First Church, grew up in 
North Carolina and attended one of the Rosenwald schools. She will tell us about 
this extraordinary partnership, and her personal experiences. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

Wednesday, February 15 
 Senior High Fellowship – Dinner & Conversation for Youth 
  6:00 – 7:30 p.m., Lyle Buck Hall 

Thursday, February 16 
 Confirmation Class, 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

Sunday, February 19 
 Mid-High Bowling Night 
 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 Brunswick Zone Normandy Lanes 
 Come spend time with friends and see who the ultimate bowler is. 
 Cost:  $3.00 for games and $3.00 for shoe rental 
 Bring signed permission postcard and money for snacks 
 Contact Aja, Marla, Brian or the church office with any questions 

SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION 
Sunday, February 26, 2017 
If you are interested in helping we need volunteer help and auction donations: 
Volunteer Sign-up:  various jobs mainly on the weekend of the Auction (cashiers, 
kitchen help, set-up, clean up, etc.) 
Non-food Donations: This includes gift certificates, tickets, services, baskets, etc. 
Dessert or food donations: for the silent and live auctions and/or the bake sale. 
Visit the website to sign-up to help or donate: 
http://www.firstpreshc.org/spaghetti-lunch-auction/ 
Auction questions:  Kathy  
Lunch questions:  Linda 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

CHURCH WORK DAY - Saturday, January 18, 2017 - 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
There is lots to do! We need your help!  
Contact:  Strengthening the Church Elders for more details 

THE COLD WEATHER SHELTER IS HERE! 
You might notice beds in the Sunday School rooms upstairs and downstairs. We 
are hosting 20 adults and 1 middle schooler. Please don’t go into their sleeping 
areas. We are still in need of a male evening host on Monday, February 13th 
(from 5:45 to 10:00 pm), a female evening host on Thursday, February 16th (also 
5:45 to 10:00 pm), and someone to clean the shelter on Sunday, February 19th 
(this only takes 1-2 hours, anytime between 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 pm).  
Our last job will be to put the church back to rights on Monday morning, 
February 20th starting at 7:00 a.m. until we are done! Please consider helping out. 
Contact:  Margot or the church office. Thank you so much to everyone who is 
working so hard to make this run smoothly! 

 

 

 



THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting suggestions for leaders to be 
elected in the coming year to serve the church. Please pick up a “Suggested 
Church Leader Candidate” form at the Welcome Desk. Questions, contact Steve, 
Chair of Nominating Committee of the church office. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE as Head Ushers, Ushers, Greeters, PowerPoint and 
Audio Operators for both morning services. Youth as well as adults are invited 
and training is provided! For more information, or to sign-up, please contact 
Jonathan St. John at ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org or go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com, click on “Find a Sign Up” and search for 
ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 
Suggestions are:  Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned 
Soups, Stews, Pasta, Oatmeal 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

EARTH FORUM - Building Personal Resilience in Unsettling Times 
Next Sunday, February 19 at 2:00 p.m. 

Our originally scheduled speaker, Dr. Wayne Higgins, has requested that he 
postpone his presentation until later in the year. We are in conversation with 
another featured speaker and as soon as we have further confirmation, we’ll let 
you know.  

In response to this news, our upcoming Earth Forum will explore how people 
who are active in working for justice can build resilience in times that feel chaotic 
and unsettling. How can we bounce back when we experience setbacks? How do 
we keep working for environmental justice – and social justice and racial justice 
and economic justice – when we feel so defeated? Our program continues to 
develop throughout the next week. We’ll share in focused conversation about 
personal resilience and hear legislative updates on environmental legislation in 
the current Maryland legislative session, and have opportunities to respond and 
take action.  

We invite everyone to come and join us as we connect as people who seek a just 
and compassionate world. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2017 Issue #3.  



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 
Ages 2 through Adult  

Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 

And a variety of changing classes for Adults 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, February 12th 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | MOVEABLE FEAST 
NEW MEMBER APPRECIATION | NAME TAG SUNDAY 

 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  New Member Appreciation 
  Blood Pressure Screening 
 11:45 a.m. Conversations on Race 
 2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship 

Monday, February 13th 
COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 

 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Consortium Training 

Tuesday, February 14th 
SUPER TUESDAY | COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Christian Education 
  Mission 
  Strengthening the Church 

Wednesday, February 15th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
  Mary Martha Circle 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, February 16th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, February 17th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, February 18th 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER | CUBA MISSION TRIP 
 9:00 a.m. Church Work Day 
 1:00 p.m. FPC Tanglers 

Sunday, February 19th 
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER 
MINUTE FOR MISSION – RUN FOR COFFEE 

 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour:  Coffee Fellowship 
  Hannah Circle 
 11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee 
 2:00 p.m. Earth Forum of Howard County 
 6:00 p.m. Mid-High Fellowship Bowling Night 



First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

Conversations on Race 

Please read some statements from group members  
about why the Conversations on Race are important to them. 

Sara  
This conversation is important to me because it's the only place in my 
life where I can have real, honest, informed and loving conversations 
about such a fundamental issue. I am learning more than I have in my 
entire life, and I'm grateful beyond words that people in the 
congregation are willing to share their life experiences with me. 

Doris  
I find CoR enlightening and valuable. Being a white, European, I have 
not experienced what others have. My husband was Mexican so I am 
aware of many injustices to a minority group. This has heightened my 
desire to understand and discuss with others how we can improve 
ourselves to have a clearer understanding between cultures. 

Reggie  
For me, the Conversations on Race has been the beginning of 
understanding each other. I believe our conversations have allowed us 
to examine a perspective or look at an event from a point of view that 
is not our own. Discussing race matters with my brothers and sisters 
has been enlightening and fulfilling. There wasn’t one session that I did 
not learn to see something from another perspective. I want to thank 
everyone for their candor and courage in sharing their thoughts and 
personal life stories. God bless you all. 

Estelene 
In my work I volunteered for a Race and Equity Committee, and I was 
often frustrated that we talked about what was wrong without ever 
finding a way to move forward to find solutions. CoR began at a very 
good time for me, and I was struck by how honest and yet kind the 
conversations were. Churches tend to be among the least integrated 
institutions--and we are not bound by laws that prohibit segregation. 
But if we can't break bread together with those who are different in 
church, then where? I feel that my life has been enriched by my closest 
friends, a biracial couple, and knowing them has made me feel it’s 
important to actively seek to get to know others whose cultures and 
backgrounds are different from my own. CoR has been a place where 
people can be honest about the ways their lives have been impacted by 
institutional racism but where our faith and our desire to be like Christ 
are the ties that bind us and give us hope for a more just world. 
 

All are welcome!  
Meetings are on the second Sunday of each month at 11:45 a.m. 

Grab a cup of coffee and come to the Parlor.  
 



We want your input! 

 
The Conversations on Race group has been working on a mission 
statement and we want your input! Tell us what you think of our draft 
statement that was displayed during the coffee hour the group hosted 
in January. 
 
As stated in the Confession of 1967, “God has created the peoples of the 
earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God overcomes 
the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down every form of 
discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. 
The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another 
as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, 
leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. 
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination 
and ministers to those injured by it.” 
 
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on 
Race group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people feel 
welcome, free to speak knowing they will be heard. Our hope is to 
create the universal family God desires. 

 
 

 
 

Zentangle artwork provided by Ginny 

 
 


