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TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY:  The Youth will hold the Spaghetti Lunch and 
Auction, annual fundraiser, following the 10:30 a.m. service in Lyle Buck Hall. 
NEXT WEEK’S DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  Cold Weather Shelter Debriefing and  
Thank You Breakfast, in Lyle Buck Hall, following the 8:30 a.m. and the  
10:30 a.m. services. 

LITURGIST:  Bruce (10:30) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Alice, (8:30); Margot, Mispa, Leah, Jared (10:30);  
Laura, Tracy, Jonathan, Mark (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Ed in celebration of his 
wonderful wife Catherine’s birthday. 
The flower arranger is Melanie.  

ZENTANGLE® ARTIST:  Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s 
worship bulletin. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another—Children ages 4-7 may go with  
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer—Children ages  
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship 
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags (except the chenille stems/pipe 
cleaners) and return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service.  

SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION - Today Sunday, February 26, 2017 
TODAY is the day for the annual spaghetti lunch and auction to benefit youth 
programs at First Pres! Come enjoy a delicious spaghetti lunch served by our  
Mid and Senior High Youth and stay for the ever-exciting auction - we will have 
both donated items and delicious desserts, plus a bake sale table with plenty of 
treats. If you can’t stay for lunch, stop by the bake sale table and silent auction 
before you leave - they will be open all morning in Lyle Buck Hall. Cash, check 
and credit cards accepted. 
The live and silent auctions will have something for everyone! In addition to the 
always impressive desserts, you can place your bids on:  Ravens tickets,  
golf for 3 with Jim Bellor, Train concert tickets (and meet & greet with the 
band!), tickets to the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s Celtic Celebration, 
Merriweather Post concert tickets (of your choice), and yoga classes. We also 
have gift cards donated by local businesses, including: Edible Arrangements, 
Athleta, Maggiano’s, P.F. Chang’s, Royal Taj, Centre Park Grill, Leelynn’s,  
Zoe’s Kitchen, Pei Wei, The Melting Pot, and UNOs! 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26, 2017 
Please pray for:  Jeff, Joan, Burta, Reva, Dorothy, Jerry, Dottie, Gertrude, Jim, Bob, 
Stan, Shirley, Al & Beth  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Marion, Robert & Vivian (recently moved to 
Virginia), Russ & Barb, Virginia  
Bereaved:  Jean, Margaret, Joanne, Nancy and family, Christina and family, Maria, 
Shirley  
Hospitalized:  Bunny  
Recovering:  Dave (Heartlands), Web (Bayview) 
Family & Friends:  Jimmy’s mother, Marie  
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Carol and Woody, in the death of Carol’s 
cousin, Claudia on Sunday, February 19, 2017; and with Elaine, Cheri and Dave and 
family in the death of their father, Richard H., on Sunday, February 19, 2017. 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Amanda Craft and Omar 
Chan with the Presbyterian Border Region Outreach (PBRO) along the US-Mexico 
border; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:  
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

William Edward Burghardt (W.E.B.) Du Bois (February 23, 1868-August 27, 1963) was an 
American civil rights activist, leader, Pan-Africanist, sociologist, educator, historian, 
writer, editor, poet, and scholar. He was born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts; there 
Du Bois freely attended school with white children. When it came time for college, the 
town raised funds to send him to Fisk University in Tennessee. It was at Fisk that Du Bois 
encountered institutional racism for the first time. Jim Crow laws were strictly enforced:  
blacks could not use the same drinking fountains, restrooms, restaurants, banks, or 
schools as white people. While he was studying abroad in Berlin, and talking with 
prominent social scientists, Du Bois decided to write about racism and the African-
American experience. His most well-known book is The Souls of Black Folk (1903). In 
1905, Du Bois met with 30 other African-American scholars, artists, and activists in 
Canada, near Niagara Falls, to discuss the challenges that people of color faced. The men 
had to meet in Canada because blacks were not allowed rooms at white-run U.S. hotels. 
From this “Niagara Movement” sprang the formation of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (1909); the NAACP still exists today to fight racism and 
bridge cultural divides. Du Bois was the first African-American to earn a Ph.D. from 
Harvard University. He became a naturalized citizen of Ghana at the age of 95, where he 
died in 1963, exactly one day before Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his epochal “I Have 
a Dream” speech at the March on Washington. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so that 
over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for France, Germany. Pray for: 

 The revitalization of the church amid increasing secularism and atheism; 

 Refugees and immigrants who often face discrimination and racism; 

 Unemployment and those who face economic uncertainty. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle, visit the website of  

the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2017 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

The Cuba Partnership between Baltimore and El Centro Presbytery, Cuba is a mission of 
accompaniment. It was formalized in 2004. In 2011, our congregation established a 
partnership with the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Calabazar de Sagua, Cuba. The Co-
Pastors (who are also a married couple!) are Marielys Cabrera and Jesus Oscar Rodriguez. 
The Seminary Intern is Reile Marrero, who will be sitting for his ordination exams in June. 

Bridges to Housing Stability is one of our primary local mission partners. Bridges’ mission 
is to prevent homelessness by providing effective services and compelling advocacy that 
result in housing stability for Howard County households. 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR - 9:30-10:25 a.m. 

FEBRUARY ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL OPTIONS: 
Histories and Mysteries of the Bible – with Bill  

Through February 26—Room 258 
A look at Hebrew Testament history and how it impacts that of the  
New Testament with a few stops along the way to look for lost arks &  
lost tribes. If you missed January – don’t miss February!  

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 
The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs – facilitated by Doyle  
will attend Histories and Mysteries of the Bible in January and February.  
They will resume meeting in the Parlor in March. 

GAMES & CONVERSATIONS – Room 205 
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of 
questions? Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young 
adults for a time of fellowship, conversations, and board games as we navigate 
the perils of being an adult! Facilitated by Brian & Ann 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available at the Wake Up Station on the second 
floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and head to class!  
Please return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. every week – on Wednesday! In the Parlor 
Current text:  Galatians – We’re taking a break from Genesis to read through 
Paul’s letter to Gentile converts who are living in the interior of the Roman 
Empire. Paul reaches back to the story of Abraham and Sarah to construct some 
of his theology. We will be returning to Genesis in the next couple of weeks. This 
is a lively group and we have great conversations. No experience necessary! All 
welcome!  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
CHURCH SCHOOL meets every Sunday morning  
Ark & L.I.F.E. – will start in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning 

CROSSROADS IS TODAY! 
The Rosenwald Schools with Dr. Janet ck 
TODAY Sunday, February 26—in Branch Hall 
Adults, Mid-Highs and Senior Highs are invited to join together for a special Black 
History Month Crossroads. In the early 20th century, Julius Rosenwald, a German-
Jewish immigrant who became president and part-owner of Sears Roebuck, 
partnered with Booker T. Washington to establish over 5,000 schools for African-
American children in the 11 states of the former Confederacy plus Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Kentucky and Maryland. Janet, a member of First Church, grew up in 
North Carolina and attended one of the Rosenwald schools. She will tell us about 
this extraordinary partnership, and her personal experiences. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS RETREAT 
Friday, March 3-Saturday, March 4 
Please do not come to the church to work during this time so the Confirmands 
can concentrate on their retreat. Thank you. 

 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017 
Monday-Friday, July 24-28, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
3 years through rising 5th graders 
Early Registration starts March 15-April 30 —$10 per family 
Regular Registration begins May 1-July 7 —$10 per child 
Come explore our orchard and learn about different stories from the Bible about 
food and eating together. Learn about gleaning and its benefits for people all 
over the country in this year’s mission project. We can’t wait to see everyone this 
summer at Abundance Orchard. 
Interested in volunteering? Contact Directors:  Aja or Jennifer or the church office 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION 
Today Sunday, February 26, 2017 

Wednesday, March 1 
 Senior High Fellowship Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 
 attend Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 Confirmation Class 
 attend Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 5 
 Mid-High Fellowship & Dinner 
 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
 Come enjoy a dinner cooked at the church by the advisors  
 and then get ready to play “not your average” board games. 

 Massanetta Reminder –  
 Deposit is due for Mission at Massanetta (April 28-29) 

Thursday, March 9 
 Confirmation Class, (SNOW DATE) 6:45-8:30 p.m. Room 258 

CANDY NEEDED 
The Youth are collecting candy for the annual Easter Egg Hunt put on for the 
children of the church Easter morning. All types of candy are welcome; the only 
requirement is that it must be individually wrapped. Peanut free candy is also 
appreciated. Collection runs March 5- April 9. Look for the box in the Commons. 

 

 

 

 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE as Head Ushers, Ushers, Greeters, PowerPoint and 
Audio Operators for both morning services. Youth as well as adults are  
invited and training is provided! For more information, or to sign-up, please  
contact Jonathan at ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org or go to 
http://www.signupgenius.com, click on “Find a Sign Up” and search for 
ushersgreeters@firstpreshc.org. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 
Suggestions are:  Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned 
Soups, Stews, Pasta, Oatmeal 

LENTEN ACTIVITIES 

LENTEN SEASON BEGINS THIS WEEK: 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 28, 2017, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
$2.00 per person/$5.00 per family 
Ash Wednesday Service, March 1, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

2017 JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 
Our annual discipline of caring for our bodies kicks off on Ash Wednesday,  
March 1 — so start getting ready to walk, run, swim, dribble, kick, bike, row, 
skate, yoga, Zumba® your way to Jerusalem during Lent.  
Everybody can participate! A sign-up sheet to let everyone know the kinds of 
activates you’re undertaking is at the Welcome Desk, and that’s where you’ll be 
able to pick up and leave the report slips. 

TREAD LIGHTLY FOR LENT 
The Lent 2017 daily reflection-action calendar, “Tread Lightly for Lent,” was 
created by the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Environmental Ministries and 
Enough for Everyone offices. You can pick one up at the Welcome Desk, or 
download it at pcusa.org – scroll to the bottom and look for Compassion Peace 
and Justice, and scroll all the way down to Resources. You can also look under 
Environmental Ministries. It’s there, and you can export it as a PDF or Word doc. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

THE LUNCH BUNCH is gathering next at Rudy’s Mediterranean Grill on Gateway 
Drive on Tuesday, February 28th at 11:30 a.m. Retirees and empty nesters are 
invited to enjoy some time out with friends and help pick the next time and 
location! Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org. 
Want to carpool? Contact Andi Packard to let her know you need a ride. 

BRUNCH AT TINO’S TO SUPPORT CHILI COOK-OFF 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 
Enjoy brunch, from 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. to support First Presbyterian Church’s 
Tip Jar for the Chili Cook-off. Enjoy dinner, from 4:00—10:00 p.m. to support 
Bridges to Housing Stability’s Chili Cook-off. Come to one or both! Either way you 
are supporting a worthy cause! Ask Woody Collins for more details. 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 
Ages 2 through Adult  

Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 

And a variety of changing classes for Adults 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, February 26th 
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

MOMENT FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
MINUTE FOR MISSION – RUN FOR COFFEE 

 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
  Crossroads 
 11:30 a.m. Youth Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 

Monday, February 27th 
 7:00 p.m. Diabetes Type I Support Group 
  Stephen Ministry Consortium Training 

Tuesday, February 28th 
SHROVE TUESDAY 

 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Pancake Supper 
 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Wednesday, March 1st 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 6:00 p.m. Abigail Circle 
  Senior High Fellowship Dinner 
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, March 2nd 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 3rd 

 9:14 a.m. Deborah Circle 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class Retreat 

Saturday, March 4th 

CONFIRMATION CLASS RETREAT 

Sunday, March 5th 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT | COMMUNION | NAME TAG SUNDAY 

DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
  CWS Debriefing & Thank You Breakfast 
 11:30 a.m. CWS Debriefing & Thank You Breakfast 
 6:30 p.m. Mid-High Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, March 16, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. for the April 2017 Issue #4.  



First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
Conversations on Race 

Please read some statements from group members  
about why the Conversations on Race are important to them. 

Scott  
Given recent events, it was and is important for me to try to gain a better 
understanding of the current state of race relations. Perhaps I thought that 
maybe we were truly on the way to a “post-racial” society, where race was not as 
significant a factor as it was in the past. Unfortunately, the “post-racial” society 
does not exist like I thought it might. To that end, it is important to learn how 
others see the world as we all try to gain a better understanding and work 
together to solve the collective problems facing the country and the world. The 
differences will always be there, but efforts such as Conversations on Race are 
critical to overcoming those differences as we move forward. I know it has 
opened my eyes to other viewpoints and perspectives, which I think will improve 
my actions as life goes forward. 

Sarah  
I began attending the Conversations on Race because I had the sense that it was a 
topic about which I needed to push myself to greater understanding. I am so 
thankful for the ideas, opinions, stories, and books that I have had the privilege 
of hearing. These have shaped my understanding of race and compassion for 
people of color. My personal desire to improve and become more aware of how 
race plays a role in our society grows with each conversation. Everyone benefits 
when we consider the perspectives of all. 

Suzie  
Through CoR discussions and sharing, I have become aware of my own ignorance 
in thinking that I had no responsibility with racial issues. 

Tom  
Nowadays we tend to use the word “conversation” to mean “discussion or 
dialogue” - in other words, all talk. But there’s an older meaning to the word. It 
comes from the Latin word “conversari” which meant “to live with or keep 
company with”; in the Middle Ages to say that you were conversing with 
someone meant that you were living together with them or had dealings with 
them. I like that older sense of the word:  it’s not just about talking with one 
another, it’s about building community and fellowship and ever-deepening 
mutual understanding. I think that’s the kind of conversation that we need - in 
our church, in our community, in our nation and in our world. And that 
conversation needs to address race in particular because in our society race has 
been and remains one of the biggest impediments to building true community on 
a foundation of mutual understanding and respect. I can’t think of a better place 
to start such a conversation than within our church community, because I don’t 
know of a better model for real conversation than the example and teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

All are welcome!  
Meetings are on the second Sunday of each month at 11:45 a.m. 

Grab a cup of coffee and come to the Parlor.  
 



We want your input! 

 
The Conversations on Race group has been working on a mission 
statement and we want your input! Tell us what you think of our draft 
statement that was displayed during the coffee hour the group hosted in 
January. 
 
As stated in the Confession of 1967, “God has created the peoples of the 
earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love,  
God overcomes the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down 
every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or 
imaginary. The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold 
one another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, 
education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political 
rights. Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial 
discrimination and ministers to those injured by it.” 
 
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on Race 
group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people feel welcome, 
free to speak knowing they will be heard. Our hope is to create the 
universal family God desires. 

 
 

 
 

Zentangle artwork provided by Ginny  

 
 


