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Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, June 11, 2017 
Festivities begin after the 10:00 a.m. service 

Come celebrate everything wonderful about  

the First Church Household at our annual Church Picnic.  

Food and fun, games and treats—all shared with your church family. 

New this year… 

All food prepared and provided by the church—Hamburgers, hot dogs,  

the fixings, your favorite side dishes, and desserts will be there.  

Adults—$4.00 | Children—$2.00 

Also—Celebrate our wonderful Church School Teachers! 

Treats for all! We have had a great year of Sunday School all around! And, 

Christian Education wants to thank and acknowledge all of the teachers and 

helpers who have contributed to that success. Make sure to stop by their table 

during the picnic and grab a cool treat...and, then, thank a teacher! 

Where?  In Lyle Buck Hall and outside under the Willow Tree 

Who?   You! Your kids! Your mom and dad! Your neighbors! Your neighbor’s 

kids! Your classmates! Your coworkers! EVERYONE!! 

Bring? Bug spray, suntan lotion, picnic blanket, or a favorite outdoor game  

to share. 

Anything else?  If you haven’t joined your church family friends in our online 

directory, bring a great big smile and have your picture taken! 

See you there! 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr. 

Co-Pastor 

Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris 

Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary 

Director of Christian Education 

James Galdieri 

Director of Music Ministries 

Caroline Smith 

Church Administrator 

Patricia Travers 

Bookkeeper 

Woody Collins 

Church Sexton 

Marla Youkers 

Child Care Coordinator 

Kathy Moore 

Godly Play Coordinator 

The Rev. Ruth Bell 

Parish Visitor 

The Rev. T. Webster Brenner 

Parish Associate 

The Rev. Stephen Mann 

Parish Associate 

is available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc. 

Summer Worship Schedule begins 

on Sunday, June 11, 2017 

See page 2 for details... 
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Worship, Arts & Music 

An Offering of Flowers 

Summertime gardens are full of beautiful flowers - the fruits of our gardens. Let’s share the beauty of 

God’s world in worship on Sunday! Borrowing from a worship tradition in Trinidad, this summer there are 

three special days for you to share floral offerings from your own gardens.  

On Sundays, June 25, July 23 and August 27 you are invited to bring flowers cut 

from your own gardens to worship. Bring your flowers, in a vase of your own 

choice, to the sanctuary 15 minutes before the service you plan to attend (either 

9:00 or 10:00 a.m.). Please write your name on the bottom of your vase on 

masking or painters tape, so that you are sure not to lose it.  

If you can donate your flowers to the Deacons’ flower ministry, please let the 

Deacon of the day know, and she or he will transfer your flowers to a church vase following worship for 

delivery.  

We can use as many arrangements as everyone can bring. You can bring two or three blooms in a bud 

vase, or an arrangement. Any size, any color combination, any shape – let’s just enjoy the bounty of God’s 

earth this summer with an offering of fruits and flowers from the garden! 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins on Sunday, June 11, 2017 

9:00 a.m.—First Worship 

Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer,  

& a Bible lesson—especially friendly for families 

with young children. Everyone is welcome! 

10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 

Neither “traditional” nor “contemporary”— 

just the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping 

tradition! A gathering of the whole church to 

enjoy God together through hymns and songs, 

prayers and praise, scripture lessons and a 

sermon. 

Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a 

wonderful summer experience! 

 

 

 

 

Other Important Worship Dates: 

Saturday, June 3 

 Memorial Service for Gruver Martin 

  at 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 4 

 Communion—Pentecost— 

  wear red to worship! 

 Last Day of Church School 

Saturday, June 10 

 Memorial Service for Richard Gunden 

  at 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 11 

 Summer Worship Begins 

 Ordination and Installation of  

Elders & Deacons at 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 Church Picnic (see page 1) 

Sunday, June 18 

 Father’s Day 

 Lemonade on the Lawn Begins (see page 4) 
See you in Church! 



 

 

Wednesday, June 7 

 Senior High Dinner & Conversation 

 6:00 p.m. 

Summer Camps & Conferences 

Tuesday, July 11 - Friday, July 14 

 Massanetta Mid-High Conference 

 Harrisonburg, VA 

Sunday, July 16 - Sunday, July 23 

 Montreat Senior High Conference 

 Montreat, NC 

Monday-Friday, July 24-28 

 Vacation Bible School 
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Christian Education News 

Last day of Church School is Sunday, June 4th. 

Thank you to all the teachers and helpers for a great 

school year! Enjoy your summer! See you at First 

Worship, Summer Worship, VBS & all the other summer 

activities at First Presbyterian Church! 

Please keep our youth and their leaders in 

your prayers as they travel to the various 

camps and conferences this summer! 

Join us this summer for VBS in… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday-Friday, July 24-28, 2017  

from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. with us! 

Registration is OPEN for VBS 2017 through July 7 -  

$10.00 per child. 

Visit firtstpreshc.org/vbs2017 

If you are interested in volunteering please contact  

Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org  

Everyone is welcome at this year’s Abundance Orchard VBS. 

Come learn about gleaning and how it provides a vital 

service to those in need.  

VBS is open to all 3 year olds (potty trained) through rising 

5th graders.  

ADULTS ARE NEEDED to help Morton and Sue with the  

6th & 7th Grade Mission Adventure Week which is the same 

week as VBS. Contact the church office if you can help with 

this fun adventure!  

Attention families: 
We try to remember that God goes with us 
wherever we go but sometimes that isn’t 
so easy. Starting Sunday, June 11th, Pick up 
a “Take Out Church” box from the 
Welcome Center before your vacation to 
help you stay connected with God and your 
church while you are away. The box  
will contain individual and family activities, 
prayers, games, etc.  

Take First Presbyterian Church on vacation 
with you this summer!  

http://firtstpreshc.org/vbs2017


 

 

Lemonade on the Lawn is back!  

And we need extra hands! During the summer months, beginning Sunday,  

June 18th, we gather under the cherry trees on the front lawn for lemonade and 

fellowship following worship. Share in this ministry by signing up to host. Woody 

Collins, our wonderful Sexton, will set up for you – you just need to help serve and 

then help clean up. Call the church office or sign-up in the Lower Commons. 

Fellowship Opportunities 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE: 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle  

as you consider how you handle the resources (finances, time and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle:  God owns everything; we own nothing 

Keeping this in mind, we are encouraged to meditate on Richard Foster’s (the Quaker theologian) words:  

“God’s ownership of everything also changes the kind of question we ask in giving. Rather than, ‘How 

much money should I give to God?’ We learn to ask, ‘How much of God’s money should I keep for myself?’ 

NASA’s Cosmic Background Explorer established the known universe was formed almost instantly in an 

area smaller than a grain of sand as described in the Bible verses below. –God created everything so he 

owns us. 

Further Reading:  Genesis 1:2; Psalm 24:1; Leviticus 25:23; Deuteronomy 10:14; Haggai 2:8; 

Colossians 1:16; Psalm 30:11-12; Psalm 50:9-10; Hebrews 11:3 and 1 Chronicles 29:11. 

Year Round Stewardship 

Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Everyone is invited every Sunday following the 10:30 a.m. service &  

following the 10:00 a.m. service starting June 11! See you there! 

Here are some upcoming events: 

 June 4 Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle, in Lyle Buck Hall 

 June 11 Annual Church Picnic All food provided by the church.  

 Adults—$4.00 Children—$2.00 See all the details on the front page.  

 While at the picnic thank our marvelous Church School Teachers and enjoy a 

 sweet treat provided by Christian Education. 

 June 18 Lemonade on the Lawn, hosted by Hannah Circle (see details below) 

 June 25 Lemonade on the Lawn, continues through the summer and is 

 provided by our Women’s Circles and you! Look for a sign up at 

 the Lemonade table out front starting Sunday, June 18th. 



 

 

“We believe that caring for creation must undergird, and be entwined with,  

all other dimensions of our churches' ministries.  

We are convinced that it is no longer acceptable to claim to be ‘church’  

while continuing to perpetuate, or even permit, the abuse of Earth as God’s creation.” 

         National Council of Churches, 2005 

Ecojustice concerns advocacy and action on urgent environmental issues. From the Church’s perspective, a 

ministry of ecojustice should seek to work toward justice for all of God's creation, and to respect the 

kinship and connection of all that God created, through education, advocacy, and action. This includes 

being good stewards of Creation by practicing energy efficiency and recycling. Churches that are serious 

about caring for creation will also look for ways to go beyond these basics, including bringing 

environmental issues into their worship, and providing a public witness about environmental issues. 

Ecojustice also includes ensuring that all people have a right to be protected from environmental 

pollution, and to live in a clean and healthful environment. Environmental discrimination has historically 

been evident in the process of building environmentally hazardous sites in disadvantaged and minority 

communities. Here, also, the Church should provide a witness to the need for justice for all people to 

receive their right to live in a healthy environment. A current example of environmental discrimination is 

the controversy over routing the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) under the Missouri River close to the 

Standing Rock Sioux reservation, possibly compromising their drinking water. On November 3, 2016, church 

people from various traditions prayed together in solidarity with the Standing Rock Sioux: “Creator, you 

loved creation into being. Your goodness is present in the land and waters, in the creatures and peoples 

you created. You call us to be in right relation with all living things. Be present today, and every day, where 

people stand in peaceful defense of your creation.” (On March 27, 2017, the DAPL developer said that it 

had placed oil in the pipeline under the Missouri River, and that it was preparing to put the pipeline into 

service. However, the battle isn’t over, because the Standing Rock and Cheyenne River Sioux still have an 

unresolved lawsuit that seeks to stop the project.)  

Therefore, the Church, as good stewards of Creation, should care for it, and should 

ensure equal access for everyone to a clean and healthful environment. 

Jeff 
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The Green Page 

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 

satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 

steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  

Stewardship of Creation 
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Mission Opportunities  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! 

June - Restocking for the Summer 

During the school year, many Howard County children receive free 

lunch and/or breakfast at school. When summer vacation arrives, 

some families struggle to provide these additional meals at home. As 

part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, 

we ask that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank 

with some of their most requested items (see box at right). 

Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across 

from the Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. 

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard 

County. Don’t forget:  Hunger does not take vacations. 

○ Beans - dried or canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Cereal or oatmeal 

○ Pasta  

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Rice 

○ Spaghetti Sauce 

Guatemala Mission Trip 
Wednesday, June 28 - Saturday, July 8, 2017 

A delegation of 20 members and friends of First Pres will be traveling to Guatemala June 28-July 8, 2017 for 

a week of community service and cultural activities with members of our partner presbytery, the Union 

Maya Quiche Boca Costa presbytery. Activities will include worship, fellowship, and updates on three key 

components of the partnership:  the scholarship, coffee, and stove projects. Following the visit with our 

partner presbytery, the group will travel to Tikal National Park to explore Mayan ruins.  

The delegation consists of Co-Pastor Morton Harris and church members Hailey, Jenna, Kristin, Mandy, 

Caroline, Olivia, Sheryl, Judy, Becky, Alexis, Eddie, Jon, Kathy, Mary, Tom, Claire, and Trey, along with friends 

of the church, Jon (father of Kathy) and Isabella (granddaughter of Judy).  

Restaurant Day to End Homelessness 
Thursday, June 15, 2017 

Bridges to Housing Stability and Shannon’s Restaurant are joining together 

to End Homelessness by hosting a Restaurant Day on Thursday, June 15. 

10% of all purchases will go towards Bridges to Housing Stability. Plan to eat 

out on June 15 at Shannon’s Restaurant, 9338 Baltimore National Pike, 

Ellicott City. 

See you there! 
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Mission Reports 

Coffee Run Report 
The Mission Committee thanks all who helped make the 8th Annual Family 

Run for Coffee a very successful event! 31 runners, 26 walkers and over  

30 volunteers plus scores of supportive family and friends braved the foul 

weather and enjoyed a fun morning at Hopewell Park on May 6. The 

weather almost cooperated; the rain held off until nearly the end, and the 

food was great. 

Stacy, Scott (fastest man and fastest overall), Jacob, Benjamin, Debbie, 

Kathy, Christa (fastest woman), and Ruthie won their respective age 

categories in the 5K Run. More than 20 door prizes were handed out while 

everyone enjoyed hot dogs, chips, fruit, and other treats. 

The more long-lasting result of the event is that enough money was raised to help at least 15 families 

from the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery (our partner presbytery in Guatemala) increase their 

family income by growing coffee on their land. Over $8,500 was donated by individuals and corporate 

sponsors. The 2017 donations will bring the number of families supported since the beginning of the 

project to about 165. 

It’s not too late to make a donation to this project, which increases the family income by about 20% for 

the Mayan families who receive the gift of money to clear their land plus fungus-resistant coffee plants, 

fertilizer, fungicide and insecticide, along with classes on how to care for the coffee plants. Please mark 

your checks as donations to the “Coffee Project” and put them in the offering plate, or give them to a 

member of the Coffee Run coordinating committee. 

Conrad chaired the coordinating committee; other members include Kathy, Joe, Woody, Pat, Doyle, 

Kimberly, Becky, and Trey.  

Many Hands Working Together 
Thank you to everyone who visited, photographed, re-glazed, re-framed, re-insulated, re-wired, installed, 

floored, mudded, sanded, troweled, painted or hauled on behalf of Graham. The following people were 

involved in the Dellwood project:  Dave, Amanda, Melanie, Judy, Tom, Mil, Stephen, Tom, Sam, Rod, Brett, 

Bruce. 



 

 

June Birthdays 
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2017 COLLEGE GRADUATES! 

Meet our New Church Officers 

Active members were elected to serve First 

Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 23, 2016. 

Ordination and Installation of Officers will be on 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 at the 10:00 a.m. service. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

2017 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! 



 

 

Tidings July/August 2017 Issue 7 is  

Thursday, June 15, 

2017 

To be mailed Wednesday, 

June 28,2017 

Send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please include all summer and  

early September activities in Issue 7.  

Only one issue will be published this summer. 

Please keep us up to date with your current  

home and email address so you won’t miss a 

single issue of Tidings! Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 
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Church Office and Building 

will be closed: 

Tuesday, July 4, 2017 

in observance of 

Calendar Day 
All Ministry Areas and Boards are encouraged to attend 

Calendar Day on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  

This is the time when all the dates for the many activities 

for First Presbyterian Church are placed on the calendar 

for the 2017-2018 program year. 

If you have a list of dates prepared, please send  

them to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, in advance of the meeting, 

preferably by May 30. 

Please send a representative from your organization to 

the meeting with a list of dates. This is a very important 

meeting! 

 

 

Next Session Meeting is Thursday, June 1, 2017 

dinner at 6:30 p.m. & meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Session Retreat 

Session will hold their retreat on  

Saturday, June 17, 2017  

from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. in Branch Hall.  

Elders, please plan to attend to prepare  

for the new program year.  

This will be the Session meeting for June  

instead of the usual fourth Tuesday. 



 

 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, June 15, 2017 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

June 11 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins! 
9:00 a.m.—First Worship 

10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 

Trinity Sunday 

Ordination & Installation  

of Elders & Deacons 

Music Sunday 

Te Deum, by John Rutter 

June 18 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Baptism 

Father’s Day 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

 

 

 

June 25 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ordination of an Elder 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

June 2017 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship (through June 4) 

9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 

9:00 & 10:00 a.m. — Summer Worship (starting June 11) 

June 4 

Pentecost—Wear Red to Church 

Communion 

Acts 2:1-21 

Renew the Face of the Earth! 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 


