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The Formative Power of the Exodus 
As school begins and the summer turns to autumn, we also begin a new season 
of worship and education at the church. Sunday, September 10, which we call 
“Akwaaba” Sunday (Welcome Sunday) will see the return to the schedule with 
two worship services (8:30 and 10:30 a.m.) and the resumption of classes during 
the Education Hour (9:30 a.m.) and activities and meetings during the 
Discipleship Hour (11:30 a.m.) 

This year, as we make this new beginning, we will also be spending some 
extended time in study and worship to consider the ultimate in new beginnings:  
Exodus. The biblical story of the Hebrew people’s dramatic departure from Egypt 
under the leadership of Moses includes everything a story could have – love, 
war, miracles, magic, life, death, crime and law, and the beginning of a history 
which would shape the direction of human history and turn the course of 
civilizations. 

Sue and I will be preaching on important sections of the Exodus, the second book 
in the Bible, throughout the autumn months. Each week during worship, we’ll 
consider how this story – so ancient and so 
timely – is the story of what happened way 
back then, and yet has somehow becomes 
OUR story and OUR history. 

For those who want to delve deeper into the 
text and context, Bill will continue his class 
during Sunday School on “Histories and 
Mysteries of Exodus.” Considering the 
historical and archaeological and geological 
evidence, and discussing numerous 
propositions about the when, where, how 
and who in the book of Exodus, you’ll enjoy 
Bill’s entertaining and provocative lectures 
each Sunday during the Education Hour  
(9:30 a.m.) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Fall Worship Begins  
September 10th 

The Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship 
 9:30 a.m.  Education Hour 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Discipleship Hour 



 

 

Fall Worship Schedule Begins! 
September 10, 2017 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The end of summer approaches and it’s time for school  
and the return of the regular schedule for Sunday morning.  

The Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship 
 9:30 a.m.  Education Hour 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship 
 11:30 a.m.  Discipleship Hour 

During the Education Hour there are classes for Age 2 though Adults. 
 ARK is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
 L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 
 Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
 Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 
  And a variety of changing classes for Adults.  
   See page 3 for details. 

Also, the Church Nursery is open from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m.  
for infants through 3 years old. 

Godly Play is during the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services,  
for children Age 4 through Grade 1. 

The Worship Bridge is during the 10:30 a.m. worship service,  
for children Grade 2 through Grade 5. 

See you at church! 
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Worship, Arts & Music News 

Music Ministry 

News 
Rehearsals are beginning: 

Chancel Choir 

Thursday, August 31st  

7:15 p.m. 

Handbell Choir 

Wednesday, September 6th 

7:15 p.m. set-up 

7:30 p.m. Rehearsal 

 

For more info contact: 

Director of Music Ministries 

Jimmy Galdieri 

On Sunday, July 2, 2017 

Julie Elizabeth,  

daughter of  

Kerrie & Brian ,  

granddaughter of  

Joann & Craig h,  

great-granddaughter of  

Dora 

Peace & Global Witness 

Offering  

will be collected on 

Sunday, October 1, 2017 

World Communion Sunday 

You’ll want to be in worship on 

October 1st to see why we 

were folding origami cranes  

all summer!  

Blue Jeans Sunday! 

Church Workday  
 

 

 

Wear your blue jeans or  

work clothes to church on  

Sunday, September 17  

and plan to stay  

from 12:15-3:00 p.m.  

to work on projects  

around the church property. 

Lunch will be served.  

Contact:  STC Elders –  

Alex, Melanie, or Doris 

or Church Sexton Woody  
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Adult Education Autumn 2017 
Sunday Morning Education Hour has some great offerings for adults to grow, stretch, deepen and ground 
their faith and practice. Adults of every age and stage are welcome – young adults to senior citizens. Some 
courses are three or four weeks and some last for several months. We try to address these broad themes:  
Bible Study, Big Questions, Equipping the Saints, Life and Nurture, Mission, Spirituality, and The Twenty-First 
Century.  

Classes begin promptly at 9:30 a.m., so come and grab your coffee or tea at the Wake-Up Station, and join a 
conversation! Classes conclude by 10:25 a.m., so that if you are a person who attends the 10:30 a.m. 
service, you have enough time to gather for worship.  

September Adult Education Options 

The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs and on to Ecclesiastes! – facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

This lively conversational study is reading through the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. All are 

invited to jump right in!   

Histories and Mysteries of Exodus—led by Bill  
September 17 through November 19—Room 252 

Who was Joseph? When was the Exodus? What about those plagues? Where is Mount Sinai? This class 

gives us a look at the historical and archeological record regarding the numerous theories of the when, 

where, how, and who surrounding this key Hebrew Testament story. Bill will help us explore this 

important book of the bible in fresh and meaningful ways.  

Christianity and Art—led by Morton and Sue Lowcock Harris 
September 17 & 24 – Room 258 

September 17 – Three Davids – Michelangelo, Donatello and Bernini 

September 24 – Early Christian Mosaics of Ravenna 

N.B.:  Discipleship Hour (11:30 a.m.) on September 24 will be a longer exploration of art and religion 

from Sue and Morton’s study trip. 

Coming in October  

Conversations on Race Book Discussion 
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Room 258 

Tears We Cannot Stop:  A Sermon to White America, by Michael Eric Dyson 

Review from Amazon: 

In the wake of yet another set of police killings of black men, Michael Eric Dyson wrote a tell-it-straight, 

no-holds-barred piece for the NYT on Sunday, July 7:  “Death in Black and White” (it was updated within 

a day to acknowledge the killing of police officers in Dallas). The response has been overwhelming. 

Beyoncé and Isabel Wilkerson tweeted it; JJ Abrams, among many other prominent people, wrote him a 

long fan letter. The NYT closed the comments section after 2,500 responses, and Dyson has been on 

NPR, BBC, and CNN nonstop since then.  

Fifty years ago Malcolm X told a white woman who asked what she could do for the cause, “Nothing.” 

Dyson believes he was wrong. In Tears We Cannot Stop, he responds to that question. If we are to make 

real racial progress, we must face difficult truths, including being honest about how black grievance has 

(continued on page 4) 



 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., every week 
Reconvenes on Wednesday, September 13th 
This year’s text:  Exodus 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 

Exodus – The Departure – is the second book in the Bible. It continues the story begun in Genesis. It’s a 

compelling narrative of three sets of characters:  the God of Israel; Moses, Aaron and Miriam; and the 

people of Israel. In weaving together their stories, Exodus becomes a story for our time – a story about 

seeking and finding a God who rescues, saves, and provides. 

In our midweek Bible study we read the Biblical text verse by verse, and then we chat about it. There are 

no wrong questions. In the process we share our understandings of the text, we learn 

from each other, and we develop better skills for reading and leaning on scripture in 

our everyday lives. We also pray together, for each other and for our church 

household. This is a lively group and we have great conversations.  

No experience necessary! Everyone welcome!  
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been ignored, dismissed, or discounted. As Dyson writes, “At 

birth you are given a pair of binoculars that see black life 

from a distance, never with the texture of intimacy. Those 

binoculars are privilege; they are status, regardless of your 

class. In fact the greatest privilege that exists is for white folk 

to get stopped by a cop and not end up dead.... The problem 

is you do not want to know anything different from what 

you think you know.... You think we have been handed 

everything because we fought your selfish insistence that 

the world, all of it - all its resources, all its riches, all its 

bounty, all its grace - should be yours first and foremost, and 

if there’s anything left, why then we can have some, but only 

if we ask politely and behave gratefully.” 

In the tradition of The Fire Next Time (Baldwin), short, 

emotional, literary, powerful, this is the book that all 

Americans who care about the current and long-burning crisis 

in race relations need to hear. 

Conversations on Race will meet the second Sunday of each 

month from 11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  

First meeting will be Sunday, October 8th. 

Conversations on Race will host a viewing of 13th at some 

point this fall. Watch for details in the coming weeks. 

Adult Education in Autumn 2017 (continued from page 3) 

From the Pastor  
(continued from page 1) 

And there’s more! On Wednesday 
morning, during the weekly Bible Study, 
Pastor Sue Harris will lead the group as 
they read the book of Exodus together 
to discuss the literary and theological 
meanings. Meet every Wednesday  
at 9:30 a.m., in the church parlor,  
to join in. 

The story of Exodus has gone from 
being “a story” about something that 
happened to other people in another 
age, to becoming “our story” that in 
some way expresses and shapes our 
own need to start over, and the power 
of God to make that happen against 
overwhelming odds.   

Please join together, this Fall, in worship 
and study and reading at home, as we 
consider the power of the Exodus. 

Yours, 
Pastor Morton 
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From the DCE 

Four reasons why children belong in worship 
by Virginia Callegary 

Many worship services at First Presbyterian Church are attended by families with children of all ages. 

Bringing children to worship can be challenging to the parent or guardian who accompanies the child as 

well as the congregation. Children are naturally loud, wiggly, and dramatically joy (or sorrow) -filled. Here 

are a few reasons why we should consider welcoming children an opportunity and a blessing instead of a 

challenge. 

1. Children learn to worship by worshiping. 

Children don’t learn to worship in classrooms or at fellowship time. Children don’t even learn to worship in 

Sunday school or at VBS, though both are still valuable experiences. The rhythms, prayers, words, songs, 

behavior and postures of worship are learned by doing and by observing others. 

2. When children are present in worship the entire community is blessed, and worship is enriched.  

Just as children learn worship behaviors from adults, adults can also learn from the joyful worship of 

children. Their experience of God, and therefore worship, is different from that of adults. They move 

around, sing too loudly, and ask seemingly obvious questions. There is not one correct way to worship and 

children in our midst help remind us of that.  

3. It’s what Jesus would do. 

We are called by Jesus to welcome the children among us. In Mark 10:13-16 Jesus becomes indignant when 

the disciples try to prevent the children from coming to him. Jesus sternly admonishes the disciples to not 

keep the children from him because the kingdom of God belongs to them.  

4. We made a promise at their baptism. 

The congregation promises “to guide and nurture [the child] by word and deed, with love and prayer, 

encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members of his church” (Book of Common 

Worship, p. 406). What better way to encourage children to follow Christ than to stand with them in 

worship and teach them by example how to thank and praise God with prayer, music, study and service? 

We encourage children and their families to feel comfortable in 

worship but we also acknowledge that having children present is not 

always possible or practical. The Nursery is always staffed during 

worship but is also available for nursing mothers or diaper changes. 

The Commons is also a useful place to step away from worship while 

still being able to see and hear. 

If you have an idea for how to make children and their families feel 

more welcome in worship feel free to speak with me, another staff 

member or a member of Session. 
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Christian Education News 

VBS 2017 Look Back 
Another great year is in the books and I wanted to take the 

time to thank all the amazing volunteers that made the 

week run so smoothly. With almost 60 campers they had 

their hands full all week long. During the week we learned 

about Abundance Orchard Farm and the many different 

things that go on there to help others. At the end of the 

week we had a fantastic performance from all the children 

showing all their parents what they had learned. At the 

very end we announced the impressive total that all the 

children donated by gleaning their couches. $220 will be 

donated to the Society of St. Andrew so they can continue 

their work gleaning healthy food to feed those in need.  

Until next year, 
Aja  
VBS Director 

Confirmation Class 2017-2018 
The Confirmation Class begins this year  

on Thursday, October 5th from 5:45 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. with a meeting for both students 

and parents. Classes will initially be on 

Thursday evenings. 

An information letter is in the mail to all rising 

8th graders, as well as to any upper level 

students who have not yet been in the class. 

Additional copies of the letter are at the 

Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons of the 

church. 

We strongly encourage participation for all 

rising 8th graders, and any older students who 

have not yet been confirmed. The class is an 

opportunity to study and reflect on our faith 

and a life of service, and to become a fully 

participating member of the Church on his or 

her own profession. 

For questions, see the informational letter 

mentioned above, or contact one of the 

teachers:  Amy, Morton Harris,  

Sue Lowcock Harris and Virginia Callegary. 

You may contact them directly, or leave a 

message at the church office. 

WE NEED YOU! 
It takes many people to make Sunday successful for our kids 
and youth. If you are interested in volunteering for Christian 
Education opportunities, take a look at opportunities 
available. 

Nursery Helper...Do you love babies? Then come help Marla 
in the nursery! We need helpers every Sunday for every 
service, with extra help needed on Christmas Eve and Easter. 
Sign up for a few Sundays a year, a month of Sundays, or 
commit to the entire Sunday School term. 

Godly Play and Worship Bridge...Godly Play is available for 
children ages 4-7 who wish to attend just a portion of the 
worship service. Worship Bridge offers a similar opportunity 
for slightly older children. If you want to experience teaching 
in a small dose, this is a great opportunity for you! 

More Helpers Always Needed! If you are interested in 
learning more about these opportunities or other ways to 
serve in Christian Education at First Pres (Ark and LIFE 
Sunday School, Mid-High and Senior High program, Adult 
Sunday School, Pumpkin Patch, Christmas Pageant, VBS, 
etc.), please contact Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian 
Ed; or any CE Elder (Genevieve, Aja, Estelene, or Jonathan). 
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More Christian Education News 

Second Graders will receive Bibles  
on Sunday, September 24, 2017 
During the morning worship service. 
Check with Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education, that your child is on the list. 

CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS! 
Sunday, September 10, 2017 is the beginning of a new year of Church School. Come at 9:30 a.m. to meet 
the teachers and classmates. All classes will visit The Ministry Fair! Be here for the start of an exciting year! 

Children and the Lord’s Table 
Sunday, September 24, 2017 

In our church, baptized children are invited to 

participate in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, also 

called Communion, with their parent’s permission.  

The experience of Communion in worship can be 

confusing to children (and their parents). That’s why 

we’re inviting you to learn more about this sacrament. 

After the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, 

September 24th children and their parents are invited 

to gather for a meal together at church. Afterwards we 

will compare our supper to the Lord’s Supper as we 

talk about the way that Communion is like the Lord’s 

family gathering for a meal. We will practice holding 

the cups and plates for Communion, and learn what to 

say and what to do. 

Children in elementary 

school are invited to 

attend whether or not 

they have already taken 

part in the Lord’s Supper. 

Please RSVP to Virginia, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

if you are able to attend. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!! 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. 

Student Ministry Calendar 

Wednesday, September 6 

 Senior Highs  

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 13 

 Mid-Highs 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 20 

 Senior Highs  

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, September 27 

 Mid-Highs 

 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
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Discipleship & Caring Ministries 

Discipleship Hour is every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  

Here are some upcoming highlights: 
Akwaaba / The Ministry Fair—Sunday, September 10 
Welcome back as we kick off the 2017-2018 program year! Enjoy a morning filled with fun and fellowship. 

Join us for refreshments and to learn about the many exciting Ministry opportunities available to you. A 

photo booth will be available to have your picture taken for the Church Online Directory as well. What a 

great way to connect with your fellow congregation members.   

Coffee Fellowship, - September 17 

Perspectives In Time, - September 24 
A discussion on Religion, Culture, and the influence on Italian Art.  

Heritage Festival, - October 1 
Looking for volunteers to represent their heritage and share with the congregation. Share your heritage; 

whether you’re from Small Town USA, Nairobi, London, Atlanta, or Kyoto, your heritage is an important part 

of what shapes our community.  

Session Meetings 2017-2018 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
2017: September 26, October 24, November 28 

2018: January 23, February 27, Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,  
Session Retreat:  Saturday, June 16; August 28 

Care Packages for Deployed Troops Project 

Do you know a deployed soldier/sailor/marine/airman? First Presbyterian 

Church has been supporting the “Care Packages for the Troops Project” headed 

by Millie since 2004. Millie and her team send care packages monthly to 

deployed soldiers. If you know someone who is deployed or on extended sea 

duty, and think he/she would like a of box of goodies to share with their 

friends, contact the church office with the name and address of your deployed 

family member or friend. Our Care Package group would love to send your 

military member a package to share with their friends.   



 

 

Page 9 
T id ings  September 2017 

Monthly Stewardship Principle 
The Year Round Stewardship Committee invites your consideration of the following stewardship principle  

as you consider how you handle the resources (finances, time, and talent) that God has given you. 

Principle #3  God Trusts His Gifts to Faithful Stewards 

To trust is to consign with confidence, to expect, to believe. Trust is faith. God made the world for His 

greatest creation, and God himself has faith that those to whom His word is revealed will be so joyful for 

their gifts, they will give back with joy. 

1 Corinthians 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

Realizing that all we have in life, even life itself, comes only from God, may be the most awesome 
revelation a steward can receive. We own nothing. All of our gifts are only lent to us by God. Christian 
financial counselor Larry Burkett said it this way, “We are merely stewards of God’s property while we are 
on earth. He can choose to entrust us with as much or as little as He desires, but in no case will we ever 
take ownership.” 

As stewardship educator Patrick H. McNamara has stated, “The stewardship ideal urges each Christian 
disciple to acknowledge what he or she has received by being ready to return these gifts to God through 
Jesus Christ. Return is expressed in willingness to use one’s time, talent and treasure to advance the 
Kingdom of God.” 

Further Reading:  Genesis 1:28, Psalm 8:6, Romans 12:6a, 1 Chronicles 29:14 

Stitching Ministry at First Presbyterian 

As our fall season begins, the Stitching Ministry is looking for more folks to 

participate. Currently, we have one group that meets on Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. 

in the Parlor. We would like to begin a Sunday group again with those folks who 

work and cannot come during the day. Our thought is to have a meeting once a 

month on Sunday following church service. If this sounds like something that 

would fit into your schedule please join us on Sunday, September 17th in the Parlor.  

We are currently working on prayer shawls, baptismal blankets, hats and scarves, infant caps and other 

projects that are introduced during the year. Folks who receive the shawls tell us how much they help to 

comfort and uplift during stressful times. What we gain in creating and giving these gifts is far greater.  

If you are new to knitting or crocheting, we can help get you started with instruction and lots of supplies. 

Thanks to the generosity of others we have needles, books and yarn to be used.   

Come join us and meet a new friend, find a new craft or continue a skill you haven't used for awhile. Mark 

September 17th on your calendar for a brief meeting to show you what we have been doing and plan what 

best meets everyone’s schedule.  

If you have any questions please contact the church office, Shirley, or Louise. If you can join the Wednesday 

group, come any time. We meet every week. We need more people to participate as the need is always 

increasing. 

Blessings! 

Shirley and Louise 
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Carbon Capture 
Oil, coal, and natural gas supply nearly 88% of the world’s energy needs; of this total, oil provides about 41%, 

coal provides about 24%, and natural gas provides about 22%. It is obvious that these fossil fuels provide a 

valuable service; however, burning fossil fuels creates carbon dioxide (CO2 ), a greenhouse gas contributing 

to global warming. The contribution of alternate sources of energy, including solar, wind, hydraulic, and 

geothermal power is increasing. Until these alternate sources become more viable as major energy 

providers, the only alternative is to continue to depend on fossil fuels to meet our energy needs. This 

introduces the question of how to deal with the resulting CO2. 

One suggested approach is through the use of carbon capture and storage. Carbon capture and storage (CCS) 

is the process of capturing and compressing waste CO2 from fossil fuel power plants, transporting it to a 

storage site, and depositing it where it will not enter the atmosphere, generally in deep geological 

formations. Consideration was given to storage in the oceans. This is no longer considered feasible, because 

it would increase acidification of the oceans. The costs of capturing and compressing CO2 for storage may 

increase the cost for the energy produced by 21 to 91%, especially if they are far from a sequestration site. 

After capture, the CO2 has to be transported to a sequestration site, further increasing costs. This would 

most likely be done by pipeline, rather by trains, trucks, or ships, because it would generally be the cheapest 

and safest form of transport. However, according to the Congressional Research Service, "There are 

important unanswered questions about pipeline network requirements, economic regulation, utility cost 

recovery, regulatory classification of CO2 itself, and pipeline safety.” Governments around the world have 

provided a range of different types of funding support to CCS demonstration projects; and studies, and 

model plants are underway in a number of countries. As expected, a result from these experiments has been 

an increase in the cost for electric power, due to the added cost for the CCS process. Opponents to CCS also 

claim that money spent on CCS will divert investments away from alternate solutions to climate change. All 

of this suggests that the feasibility of CCS as a significant answer to the problem of the use of fossil fuels for 

the production of energy remains an open question. 

Jeff  

The Green Page 
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more 

attractive and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, 

with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor 

Earth Forum Returns this Fall 

The Earth Forum and its engaging speakers and civil discussions on sustainable 

living and climate change, returns in October for its ninth season. All Forums will be 

held the third Sunday of the month, at 2:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County. Mark your calendar for the following dates and join us: 

In 2017:  Sundays, October 15 & November 19 

In 2018:  Sundays, January 21, February 18, March 18 & April 15  
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Mission News 

Our scholarship program for students from our Guatemalan partner churches has 

been a great success. We began with a small group of First Presbyterian donors 

providing just 8 scholarships. By 2017 we were able to offer scholarships to  

77 students, thanks to donations from a large number of our fellow members.  

At the beginning, most of the Guatemalan children had to end their education after 

sixth grade, or even earlier. Their government provides free elementary education, 

but middle and high schools are not free. And families could not afford them, even 

though they wanted their children to have more possibilities than working in the 

fields of a large landowner. 

The scholarships have truly increased opportunities for our students. They have a choice of many vocational 

programs from auto mechanics to health care to business, as well as teacher education and other academic 

programs. More schools have opened and they are better equipped. Computer literacy is taught. Teacher 

qualifications are higher. 

No wonder the group of 20 who participated in First Presbyterian’s mission trip in July heard over and over 

again, “May God continue to bless you so that you can continue this program.” We may take going to middle 

and high school for granted, for them it is a great privilege for which they are immensely grateful. 

A new school year will begin in Guatemala in January 2018. The fundraising season for scholarships will 
extend from September 10-October 22. As always our goal is to raise enough funds to continue supporting 
every current scholarship recipient, and to replace all who graduate. Due to increased costs of tuition, fees 
and school supplies, the cost of a full scholarship has risen this year to $460. Remember that contributions 
of any size are welcome. Smaller contributions add up to full scholarships.  

Please make your contribution or pledge by completing a green donor card, available at the Welcome 

Center. Contributions may be made as memorials or in honor of someone; we have special cards for this 

purpose. If you have any questions, please contact Judy or the church office. 

For the past 14 years First Presbyterian Church of Howard County has maintained a partnership with the 

Union Maya Quiché Boca Costa Presbytery, composed of indigenous Mayan Guatemalans. After 

experimenting with various programs suggested for such partnerships, we realized that we both placed a 

high value on education. And we could do something about the insurmountable barriers they faced. 

Individual members of First Presbyterian would volunteer to pay the costs of middle and high school for a 

limited number of students. The students are selected by the sessions of their churches. Their Presbytery 

Executive Committee administers the program. Every year they present our Guatemala Mission Committee 

with documentation of enrollment, tuition and other payments, and grade cards. Every aspect of our 

partnership is based on the principles of respect, transparency and accountability. 

Judy  

Guatemala Scholarship Fund Drive  

Begins in September  
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Mission Opportunities 

Just One Can 
September-Food Staples 

The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional donations of grains 

and beans as part of our continuing efforts against hunger in Howard 

County. 

Please leave your donations in the wooden cart across from the 

Welcome Center in the Upper Commons. And please don’t forget your 

regular JOC food donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too 

many of our neighbors. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the 

Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

 Rice 

 Pasta 

 Dried or canned lentils 

 Dried or canned beans 

 Packages rice/pasta  

side dishes 

Presbyterian Women News 

A Call to Action:  Presbyterians Witness in Washington 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

Now more than ever your voice is needed in the nation’s capital! As our political leaders move to pass 

policies that would devastate the most vulnerable—both in our own country and abroad, it is critical that 

we speak truth to power. 

Come to Washington to demand a Faithful Budget! 

 9:00 a.m. Briefing 

 11:30 a.m. Press Conference 

 12:30-3:30 p.m. Meeting with Congressional Officers 

 3:30 p.m. Closing Worship and Debriefing 

To RSVP go to:   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec_Et8inMR3tlq4wKxF6FlTzRiYr8IwrNS7OYXOTkrjkrkGQ/vie

wform?usp=sf_link  

PW Fall Gathering—Breakfast Event 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 

from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

in Lyle Buck Hall 

Enjoy a wonderful breakfast and get a chance to meet with your circles and hear about plans for next 

year. Bring a wrapped White Elephant gift to exchange if you want to participate in this exciting activity! 

Pay at the door ($5.00) but be sure to sign-up in the Lower Commons so we know how many to plan for. 

Menu includes fruit, muffins and breakfast casseroles prepared by Chef Woody Collins! 



 

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES will be 

available at the Discipleship and Caring Ministries 
table at the Ministry Fair on September 10th. 
Please pick up one copy for your family. 

If any of your contact information has changed 
please send the new information to: 
Church Administrator, Caroline Smith 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  
Thank you! 
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This August the tenth Annual User Group Meeting 
was held for the purpose of reviewing the 
procedures of using the church facilities and 
scheduling meetings for the  2017-2018 year. 

Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris and Co-Pastor Morton Harris 
met with the leaders of the outside user groups 
who currently use the facility for their meetings.  

The following groups use our building on a regular 
basis: 

 ACOA (Adult Children of Alcoholics) 

 American Red Cross 

 American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 Bereaved Parents 

 Boy Scout Troop 361 

 Cub Scout Pack 361 (Tigers, Wolves, Bears, 
Webelos I, Webelos II) 

 Diabetes Type I Support Group 

 Faithful Circle Quilters 

 IMPACT - Right Turn  

 Milltown Quilters 

 NAMI (National Alliance on  
Mental Illness) Basics, Parent Support Group & 
Transition Age Youth, Peer to Peer Class 

We welcome one new group: 
 Violin Teacher Kathryn  

So if you see lots of cars in the parking lot or people 
you don’t recognize in the building they may be one 
of our many user groups! Please welcome them! 

Caroline Smith 
Church Administrator 

Tidings October 2016 Issue 9  
is Thursday, September 14th 

To be mailed Wednesday, September 20th
  

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home and email address  
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly 

issue of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have 

signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

The Church Office  

will be closed on 

Monday, September 4th  

in observance of 

Building User Groups 



 

 

Thank you! 
To all the Wonderful Family  

of 1st Church: 

My family would like to say Many thanks for all of the work that went into the preparation for Richard’s 

Memorial Service. We are very grateful for everything. 

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the lovely sympathy cards, prayer shawl, 

phone calls, and all of the assistance and prayers that I have received from everyone throughout this very 

difficult time in my life. I truly appreciated the words of encouragement. 

The loss of a spouse, they tell me is a process. Some days, I remember him with a smile on my face and other 

days, brings tears. Richard’s death is still fresh, but the kindness and warmth shown to me by our First Church 

family made the pain bearable. I am very happy to have known Richard. He died peacefully in his sleep and I 

feel he is now at rest. An associate of mine who is of a Jewish faith said that in Hebrew when someone dies in 

their sleep, it is considered to be a “kiss from God”. I like that very much and am comforted by those words 

and others like it. Again, thanks! 

Love, from  

Blessing and Family 

September Birthdays 

Page 14 T id ings  September 2017 



 

 

September 3 

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

COMMUNION 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Exodus:  Birthing Stools and Bulrushes 

Morton Harris, preaching 

September 10 

AKWAABA! WELCOME! 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FALL WORSHIP & EDUCATION SCHEDULE BEGINS 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Exodus:  Holy Ground 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

 

September 17 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Climate in the Pulpit Sunday 

Exodus 7:14-25 

Exodus:  A River of Blood 

Morton Harris, preaching 

September 24 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Second Graders Receive Bibles! 

Exodus 14:19-31 

Exodus:  Rescue 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 

Of Howard County 

September 2017 

Issue 8 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, September 14th by 9:00 a.m. 

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

September 2017 Sunday Morning Worship 
Fall Worship Schedule begins September 10 

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 

EXODUS! 


