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is now available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

www.facebook.com/firstpreshc 

Heritage Festival 

World Communion Sunday  

Sunday, October 1, 2017 
Our community is an amazing tapestry of language, culture, and heritage! Help 

us learn about and appreciate all the wonderful threads that make First 

Presbyterian such an exciting place to be! Whether you’re from Small Town 

USA, Nairobi, London, Atlanta, or Kyoto, your heritage is an important part of 

what shapes our community. Or share your cultural experiences based on a trip 

that you took. Bring snacks, treats, games, art, textiles, toys, books, anything at 

all, to share and show! 

The Hot Dog Bar returns again!  

Please bring regional hot dog toppings to share! 

Sign-up in the Lower Commons. 

Or contact the church office for more information. 
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Worship, Arts and Music 

In our morning worship services we will celebrate all the people—saints—of God who 

walked the way of faith with courage, devotion and love. We will remember the 

members of our household of faith who entered the church triumphant since last  

All Saints.  

We would also like to remember other family members, friends, mentors and leaders who died in the past 

year. If you have a family member or friend whose name you would like to include in this great day of 

memory, hope and celebration, please contact Caroline Smith, Church Administrator in the church office, 

410-730-3545 x10 or fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Monday, October 30. 

All Saints Sunday is November 5, 2017 

2017 Peace & Global Witness Offering—October 1, 2017 
“So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.”  

—Ephesians 2:14-17  

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a peace that is universal. While the earthly 

ministry of Jesus was in a specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time nor 

geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for peace begins in our own neighborhoods and 

extends to the ends of the earth.  

The Peace & Global Witness Offering this World Communion Sunday exists to support the holistic and wide-

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends of the earth, Presbyterians have 

borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Our witness has been profound in our own communities 

and in places we ourselves have never been, around the corner and around the world. 

Please give generously on Sunday, October 1, 2017. 

Reformation Sunday is October 29 
This year marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant 

Reformation, and we’re celebrating! The Chancel Choir will sing John Ness Beck’s 

setting of Psalm 46. Written in 1986, the anthem uses Martin Luther’s tune and 

text for A Mighty Fortress, which itself is based on Psalm 46, and adds a newly composed setting of the 

psalm as counterpoint. It’s a lovely work by this 20th century American composer, and offers us a fresh 

encounter with Luther’s iconic hymn. 

In addition to A Mighty Fortress, our worship on Reformation Sunday will include congregational hymns 

inspired by John Calvin, the founder of our Presbyterian tradition, from the Genevan Psalter of 1551, and 

one newly composed for Calvin’s 500th birthday in 2009. Our Liturgical Dancers will add their inspiring 

movement to our worship. And we’ll include prayers and songs from the Global Church.  

Following the 10:30 worship service, we’ll have our own birthday party in Lyle Buck Hall, complete with  

500th Birthday Cake. 500 candles? Come and see! 
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Discipleship & Caring Ministries 

Discipleship Hour is every Sunday  

at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 
Here are some upcoming highlights: 

 Heritage Festival—Sunday, October 1 

Our community is an amazing tapestry of language, culture, and heritage! Help us learn about and 
appreciate all the wonderful threads that make First Presbyterian such an exciting place to be! 
Whether you’re from Small Town USA, Nairobi, London, Atlanta, or Kyoto, your heritage is an 
important part of what shapes our community. Or share your cultural experiences based on a trip that 
you took. Bring snacks, treats, games, art, textiles, toys, books, anything at all, to share and show! 

The Hot Dog Bar returns again!   Please bring regional hot dog toppings to share! 

Sign-up in the Lower Commons or contact the church office for more information. 

 Guatemala Journey —Sunday, October 8 

Join congregation members as they share their experiences from the most recent Mission Trip to 
Guatemala this past summer and learn about the many aspects of the First Pres mission in Guatemala. 

 New Worshipping Communities—Sunday, October 15 

Come and meet Pastor Migde Lucas, who is working in Anne Arundel County to organize a New 
Worshipping Community among Hispanic immigrants. The Communidad Presbiteriana la Trinidad 
gathers in two places – in Glen Burnie and in Annapolis. Pastor Migde will speak about his work, 
about the Hispanic immigrant community in the Baltimore-Washington corridor, and about the ways 
Presbyterians are reaching out in a variety of ways to serve and empower this community. 
Pastor Migde is himself an immigrant from Guatemala. He is a pastor in the IENPG (the Presbyterian 
Church in Guatemala), and his hometown is not far from Mazatenango! He knows many of our 
friends in Boca Costa Presbytery, and he is also interested in knowing more about our partnership. 

Come and meet Migde, hear about how we can support this mission initiative of our Baltimore 
Presbytery, and learn about this immigrant community who are our neighbors. 

 Fall Festival—Sunday, October 22 

Join your friends for hot cider and refreshments as we share fellowship and welcome the Autumn 
season. Crafts, activities, and fun for all!   

 Reformation Sunday—Sunday, October 29 

Celebrate the 500th birthday of the Protestant Reformation with cake and coffee. 

Everyone is invited every week! Gather for fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  
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October Adult Church School Options 
Every Sunday Morning during the Education Hour 

9:30—10:25 a.m. 

October is a great month for adults to explore Christian faith and life 

together! Everyone is invited to participate – young adults, middle adults, 

seasoned adults.  

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 

The Bible in Depth:  Proverbs and on to Ecclesiastes! 

taught by Doyle  
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

This lively conversational study is reading through the wisdom literature of 

the Old Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

Histories and Mysteries of the Exodus 

led by Bill  
October 1 through November 19—Room 252 

Who was Moses? When was the Exodus? What about those plagues? Where is Mount Sinai? This class 

gives us a look at the historical and archeological record regarding the numerous theories of the 

when, where, how, and who surrounding this key Hebrew Testament story. Bill will help us explore 

this important book of the bible in fresh and meaningful ways.  

NEW IN OCTOBER: 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion 
Sundays, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 —Room 258 

Tears We Cannot Stop:  A Sermon to White America, by Michael Eric Dyson 

Review from Amazon: 

In the wake of yet another set of police killings of black men, Michael Eric Dyson wrote a tell-it-

straight, no-holds-barred piece for the NYT on Sunday, July 7:  “Death in Black and White” (it was 

updated within a day to acknowledge the killing of police officers in Dallas). The response has been 

overwhelming. Beyoncé and Isabel Wilkerson tweeted it; JJ Abrams, among many other prominent 

people, wrote him a long fan letter. The NYT closed the comments section after 2,500 responses, 

and Dyson has been on NPR, BBC, and CNN nonstop since then.  

Fifty years ago Malcolm X told a white woman who asked what she could do for the cause, 

“Nothing.” Dyson believes he was wrong. In Tears We Cannot Stop, he responds to that question. If 

 

 

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 
is available for adults 

attending Church School. The 

Wake-Up Station is on the 

second floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and 

head to class! Please return the 

cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

(Continued on page 5) 



 

 

Children Singing! 
Come hear the children of the church,  

Ark & L.I.F.E. students, sing  

during the  

10:30 a.m. worship service  

on Sunday, October 22nd. 
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we are to make real racial progress, we must face difficult truths, including being honest about how 

black grievance has been ignored, dismissed, or discounted. As Dyson writes, “At birth you are given a 

pair of binoculars that see black life from a distance, never with the texture of intimacy. Those 

binoculars are privilege; they are status, regardless of your class. In fact the greatest privilege that 

exists is for white folk to get stopped by a cop and not end up dead.... The problem is you do not want 

to know anything different from what you think you know.... You think we have been handed 

everything because we fought your selfish insistence that the world, all of it - all its resources, all its 

riches, all its bounty, all its grace - should be yours first and foremost, and if there’s anything left, why 

then we can have some, but only if we ask politely and behave gratefully.”  

In the tradition of The Fire Next Time (Baldwin), short, emotional, literary, powerful, this is the book 

that all Americans who care about the current and long-burning crisis in race relations need to hear.  

Conversations on Race will meet the second Sunday of each month from 11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the 

Parlor. First meeting will be Sunday, October 8th.  

Conversations on Race will host a viewing of 13th at some point this fall. Watch for details in the 

coming weeks. 

Dates to remember: 
Conversations on Race 
Sunday, October 8 (Second Sunday!) 

at 11:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

All are invited to attend. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

with Pastor Sue 
Every Wednesday  

at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 

This year’s text:  Exodus 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion (continued from page 4) 

New Member Class 
Sunday, October 22 – 11:30 a.m. 
Meet with the pastors for a time together to talk 

about membership in the church. We’ll talk 

about the meaning of membership with its 

opportunities and expectations for Christian 

growth and service; we’ll review the story and 

“personality” of First Presbyterian; spend time 

getting to know others who are new to 

congregation as well; and, lunch! At the latter 

part of the class, members of the Church Session 

will join us for a meeting to receive new 

members. Child care is offered for those who 

need it. The class begins after worship on 

Sunday, October 22, and will end by 1:00 pm. 

Please speak to Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue, or 

contact the Church Office if you plan to attend!  

We look forward to seeing you!  

Confirmation Class Kickoff  

with Parents  

Thursday, October 5—6:45-8:30 p.m. 
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Student Ministries News 

We are looking for volunteers to help unload 

pumpkins and set up the patch. Unlike years past, 

we will be unloading the truck at 1pm this year.  

We are also looking for volunteers to watch the 

patch from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on weekends and 

12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. on weekdays. If you have any 

questions please contact the church office. Below is 

the link to sign up online—http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/409094daea922a2fc1-

2017 

The Pumpkin Patch will be open for business for you 

to purchase your pumpkins and have some fun.  

Come support the Student Ministry program at First 

Presbyterian. Bring your neighbors and friends. 

The Pumpkins are Coming  

Saturday, October 14  

at 1:00 p.m.! 

Pumpkin Patch Hours 
October 14-31, 2017 

Saturday/Sunday:  10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday, 12:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Youth Plans for Fall 
The Senior Hi and Mid-Hi students are meeting on 

Wednesdays this fall for dinner and time together. 

The Senior Highs meet on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. The Mid-Highs 

meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 6:00 to 

7:30 p.m. Everyone is invited, and yes, bring a 

friend, come straight from your after-school 

activity – just come as you are and bring who 

you’re with! 

Senior High dates:  September 6 & 20; October  

4 & 18; November 1 & 15; December 6 & 20. 

Mid High dates:  September 13 & 27; October  

11 & 25;  November 8; December 13. 

No meetings: November 22 (Thanksgiving); 

November 29 (Fifth Wednesday); December 27 

(Holidays). 

Corn Maze! 
On Sunday afternoon, October 15, let’s all go to 

the Corn Maze at Summer’s Farm for an aMAZEing 

time! Look for your postcard with the times and 

costs. Adult drivers are needed to go along and 

share the fun. This is for Senior and Mid Highs 

together. 

Fall Retreat at Camp Pine Springs 
The weekend of November 10-11-12 is the 

weekend for our Joint Fall Retreat. This year we’re 

going to Camp Pine Springs in Pennsylvania. A 

weekend of talk and being together in the 

beautiful outdoors! We’ll go mountain biking, 

walking, sit by the fire, and will also visit the 

solemnly beautiful, nearby memorial site for the 

Flight 93 crash of September 11, 2001. Pick up a 

sign up packet at the Welcome Center, in your 

Sunday School classroom, in Branch Hall, or in the 

Church office. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Conversations on Race 
One of a Series of Personal Essays about 

Participating in the Conversations on Race 

One of the latest manifestations of our national 

awakening to racist symbols is the University of 

Maryland marching band’s decision to stop playing 

the state song. One of the benefits of our 

Conversation on Race has been opening my eyes to 

racist actions and dynamics that are happening all 

around us that I hadn’t really paid attention to 

before. We love Maryland. My mother used to 

fondly remind us of the state slogan “America in 

Miniature.” But no amount of affection for one’s 

adopted home can gloss over a state song that labels 

Abraham Lincoln a “despot” and calls on listeners to 

“avenge the patriotic” Confederates.  

I spend every minute of my working day advocating 

for funding for early childhood programs serving 

poor, often minority children. I was consumed with 

coverage of Charlottesville, which among things 

starkly illustrated white privilege when white people 

with guns were tolerated during a time in our nation 

when unarmed black people are shot shockingly 

often. I attended two rallies about Charlottesville – 

one at a Unitarian church with speakers from many 

faiths. At a second, I stood on a busy corner in Olney 

waving signs.  

But even in those contexts, there’s no opportunity to 

really converse about race. The only place where I 

can have that discussion is at church. So I’m 

profoundly grateful that leaders in the congregation 

have organized those discussions, and that people 

are willing to patiently share the life experiences 

they have gathered through the years. I worry they 

get tired of talking about them. I worry I’ll 

misunderstand or be misunderstood. I worry I’ll ask 

the wrong questions. But mostly I want to listen. So 

I’m glad others will talk.  

Sara  

CE Adult Education Survey  
Looking for something to engage you while your 
children participate in the Education Hour?  
Hoping to connect occasionally with a small group 
that shares your common interests?  Or perhaps 
you’ve already found a class that interests you but 
are thinking of exploring other topics?  The 
Christian Education team would like to hear from 
all of you! 

Now that fall classes are underway, CE wants to 
ensure that future topics for adults meet the 
needs of the congregation. While continuing to 
offer the classes you enjoy, CE hopes to infuse 
new ideas into planning so that classes are always 
fresh and engaging.   

Please take a few moments to offer your ideas 
through a brief Adult Education survey. You can 
access survey in three ways:  (1) Submit a paper 
copy, available at the Welcome Desk.  
(2) Access the survey online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPCAdultEd. 

(3) Use the QR code below to access the survey on 
your phone: 

 

Christian Education News 

Text Reminders & Social 
Networks 
Don’t forget to check-in the various ways to get 

reminders and news from the church in all the 

ways you love to get your news! Join the groups, 

sign up for, or follow on Snapchat, Facebook, 

GroupMe and text reminders. Contact Ms. 

Virginia Callegary to find the groups and places. 

(Continued from page 6) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPCAdultEd
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPCAdultEd


 

 

BEST WISHES TO 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

GRATEFUL GIVING is the theme for the upcoming Annual Response Program (ARP) for the 2018 church 
year. Let us show our gratitude for the gifts God has bestowed on us by using those gifts to spread God’s 
love throughout the world.  
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Annual Response Program (ARP) 

GRATEFUL GIVING 

After receiving your ARP packet on 10/15, please complete and return your Estimate of Giving Card when 
you return to church by placing it in the Joash box in the sanctuary on or before 11/5. You can also take it 
to the church office or mail your response. 

As another option, you can send an Email with your Giving Estimate to the secure Email address 
pledges@firstpreshc.org This email should include your name, address, phone number, and pledge 
amount per week/month/quarter/or year. You will receive an automated response once you send the 
email to provide instant assurance that it was received by the church. 

Remember that your church is essentially self-funded annually. Your generous sharing sustains all of the 
good works done in Jesus’ name. Your responses directly impact our church’s capacity to accomplish its 
mission. 

Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;  
for God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Psalm 106:1 

Important Dates to Remember 

October 15: Kick-off Sunday 

November 5: Commitment Sunday 

November 12: Thank & Tell Sunday 
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Mission Ministry News 

Guatemala Stove Project Trip—January 2018 
A delegation will be traveling to Guatemala from 

Thursday, January 11— Tuesday, January 16, 2018 to 

strengthen our partnership, provide mission experience, 

and install 36 Onil Stoves in homes of our partner 

presbytery’s members. The trip is limited to 8 people 

and the cost will be approximately $1,000 per person, 

depending on airfare. To be part of the delegation, an 

application and $300 deposit check are required to be 

received no later than 5:00 p.m. Monday, October 16th. 

Members of First Pres will be given priority, and a lottery 

will be conducted to select participants should we have 

more than 8 applicants. This is a strenuous work trip 

involving physical labor and walking on unpaved 

surfaces with significant elevation changes. Applicants 

must be at least 18 years of age. Contact Brett Sivo at 

brettsivo@comcast.net for additional information and 

questions. Applications may be turned in to Brett Sivo, 

the church office or placed in mail box 39. Financial 

assistance is available beyond the initial deposit. 

Brett  

Guatemalan high school student Rosa Maria’s chosen profession was teaching, but she had a problem. Her 

parents were no longer able to pay the costs of her education. They had two other children in school and 

her father was in a wheelchair. In 2015 and 2016 the session of her church, Canaan Presbyterian in the 

village of Chujajij, chose her to receive a scholarship so she could complete her education. She graduated 

in 2016 as a kindergarten teacher. Rosa Maria said this, “It was a pleasure to be part of the scholarship 

program for the past 2 years. And it was really, really helpful and helped out my parents a lot. Because 

without the support you have given me, I would not have been able to graduate. … Thank you for all your 

support and may God continue to bless you.” 

Please pick up a green donor card at the Welcome Center and empower more students to choose a career, 

develop their God-given abilities, and improve the lives of their families and their communities. The cost of 

a full scholarship is $460, but a contribution of any size is welcome. For more information, please contact 

the church office. The scholarship fund drive ends on October 22. 

Scholarship Provides Means When Parents Can’t 

Guatemalan Family with a new Onil Stove! 
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Mission Opportunities 

Just One Can 
October—ITEMS NEEDED AT FOOD BANK 

As part of the Deacon's continuing campaign against 

hunger in Howard County, we are asking for specific items 

for our on-going initiative called Just One Can. 

See recommended items listed on the right. 

Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden 

cart across from the Welcome Center in the Upper 

Commons. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons. 

 Canned & Dried Fruit  

 Tuna  

 Hot & Cold Cereal  

 100% Fruit Juice Boxes  

 Soup  

 Baby Food  

 Pasta  

 Canned Beans (pinto, kidney, black)  

 Pasta Sauce  

 Coffee & Tea  

 Canned Vegetables (low sodium)  

 Peanut Butter  

The Deacons are asking for your help to provide 20 Thanksgiving food baskets to client families of 

Bridges to Housing Stability and 5 baskets to church community families.  

Our church will also provide food cards for at least 20 families from the Foreign-born Information and 

Referral Network (FIRN). The food cards are purchased with funds from the Deacons’ Compassion Fund 

and from contributions from organizations that use the Church facilities. The Deacons are asking the 

congregation for non-perishable food items such as:  canned vegetables, pie fillings, cranberry sauce, 

coffee, sugar, flour, boxes of stuffing, rice, boxes of instant mashed potatoes, pasta, gravy packets, pie 

crusts, cans of fruit juice and cooking oil. A complete list of suggested foods will be distributed on 

Sunday, October 15. The collection points for food will be the “Just One Can” bin located in the 

Welcome Center. Food collection will begin on Sunday October 22 and end on Sunday November12. 

The food baskets and food cards will be distributed on Friday, November 17. Your support of this annual 

project is greatly appreciated.  

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Sunday, October 22 - Wednesday, November 12 

Books for Head Start Students 
Ruth Circle is collecting new and like-new books to give as Christmas gifts to the 

church's two Head Start preschool programs. Please plan to bring them to church 

starting in mid-November. Thank you! 
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Earth Forum of Howard County 
presents 

The Next Twenty Years of Environmental Stewardship 

Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. 

Earth Forum begins a new season of connection, education, conversation and action by looking 
ahead and wondering – what’s next for the environment? Where might we be in twenty years? 
What’s possible? What's likely? 

We’re convening a group of environmental educators, policy makers, planners and advocates for 
an open conversation about how we might live in the near future.  

Watch First Day and the website for further information about this program. Come and add your 
voice to the conversation. 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 

Citizens’ Climate Education - Chasing Coral 
What does a changing climate mean to the world's oceans? 

Join us for a free screening of an award-winning film, Chasing Coral, to explore beneath the water’s surface 
for clues to our planet’s future. It tells a story of heartbreaking adventure, as a team of scientists and 
filmmakers travel the world, celebrating the biodiversity of coral reefs while documenting the underwater 
heat wave that threatens their survival. 

An “emotional race against time” ~ The New York Times 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017  
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
After the film, conservation experts from the National Aquarium in Baltimore  

will answer questions about climate change and the oceans. 

Event is free and open to the public. Please bring a friend. We hope to see you there! 
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Environmental Litigation 
Governments around the world are increasingly being challenged in court to do more to combat the threat of 

climate change. However, the largest number of cases by far is pending in the United States. 

Groups and individuals around the United States have gone to court to confront the causes and effects of 

global warming, with environmental groups demanding action on areas such as sea-level rise, coal-fired 

power plants, and oil drilling,  In addition, the New York University School of Law is launching a new center 

aimed at helping state attorneys general to fight any federal moves to roll back renewable energy, 

environmental protections and climate policies. (In an interview, Maryland’s Attorney General Brian E. Frosh 

noted that “Attorneys general don’t begin to have the resources to meet these challenges.”) This State 

Energy and Environmental Impact Center marks a new step in the escalating battle between state attorneys 

general and the Trump administration over the direction of the nation’s energy and environmental policies.  

Although the center will provide assistance to state attorneys general, regardless of party, Democratic 

attorneys general have been particularly aggressive in challenging the administration’s efforts to unravel 

regulations and policies that aim to curb fossil fuel production in the United States, as well as to restrict 

drilling and mining on federal lands and in federal waters. (It remains unclear whether any Republican state 

attorney will be involved with the new Center.) David J. Hayes, who will be the new Center’s executive 

director, said in an interview that he thinks that the Trump administration officials “are, as a general matter, 

very vulnerable” when it comes to court challenges, because “(T)hey are moving too quickly from a legal 

point of view”. On the other hand, Justice Department spokesman Mark Abueg said the department “is fully 

prepared and committed to defend the administration’s decisions on energy and environmental matters in 

federal court.” 

Obviously, there has been a reversal of roles since Donald Trump is President. When Barack Obama was 

President, it was Republican attorneys general who challenged federal policies on issues including air and 

water quality. Now it is Democratic attorneys general who are filing suits against the administration on these 

issues.  

 Jeff  

The Green Page 
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God’s amazing creation. 

Earth Forum Returns this Fall 
The Earth Forum and its engaging speakers and civil discussions on 

sustainable living and climate change, returns in October for its ninth 

season. All Forums will be held the third Sunday of the month, at  

2:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Mark your 

calendar for the following dates and join us: 

In 2017:  Sundays, October 15 & November 19 

In 2018:  Sundays, January 21, February 18, March 18 & April 15   
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Fall Gathering of the Presbyterian Women 

in the Presbytery of Baltimore 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church, 2604 Banister Road, Baltimore, MD 

“For Your Prayerful Consideration” 
Praying in Color with Angela Nichols 

Walking the Labyrinth with Joan Berry (no shoes, please bring socks) 

Mission Offering:  to benefit the Grace Presbyterian Church Food Pantry 

please bring canned tuna, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, toilet paper, new or used coats or sweaters 

Fellowship of the Least Coin Offering will be dedicated 

Registration & Lunch is $12 per person. Registration Deadline is October 6, 2017 

Pick up a registration form in the Lower Commons. 

In-Kind Donations 
First Presbyterian Church offers many opportunities to give not only our money but in-kind donations of 

food, school supplies, Christmas stockings, Head Start books, etc. An extra little bonus is that the value of 

these donations can be used as a tax deduction, and now it’s easy to record those for tax time. Forms to 

record your donations will now be available at the food donations box and the Lower Commons. So use 

them to remember all the ways you give throughout the year and boost your charitable deduction.   

 

 

Saturday, October 21 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Bring your broken items from home such as toasters, lamps, vacuum cleaners, clothes, jewelry, bicycles, 

small furniture, or electronics to the Repair Café on October 21 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian! 

Volunteers will evaluate the items and fix as many of them as they can for FREE. Volunteers will also be 

available to answer questions about repairs on items that are too large or not possible to bring in, such as 

plumbing or large furniture. 

The Repair Café is inspired by the philosophy of a Sharing Economy. We share our time, skills and talents to 

build a more vibrant local community … one repair at a time. Repairing items saves money and keeps things 

out of the landfill. If you enjoy fixing items and would like to help out as a “fixer” at the Repair Cafe, we 

would love to have you join us.   

For information about becoming a fixer or if you have broken items you would 

like to bring to the Repair Café, please visit www.transitionhoco.org.   

An Earth Care Partner... 



 

 

Page 14 T id ings  October 2017 

Tidings November 2017 Issue 10  
is Thursday, October 12th 

To be mailed Wednesday, October 18th
 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home and email address  
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly 

issue of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have 

signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

on Sunday morning,  

November 5, 2017! 

Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night 

or you’ll be attending a different worship service 

than you meant to attend! And if your smoke 

detectors use batteries, this is a good time to 

change them:  “Change your clocks, change your 

batteries.” See you at church! 

Congratulations to  

Catherine Blacka 

Catherine finished serving as the Stated Clerk 

of the Presbytery of Baltimore after seven 

years. She was recognized at the Presbytery 

Gathering meeting on September 14, 2017. 

Session Meetings 2017-2018 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2017: September 26, October 24, November 28 

2018: January 23, February 27,  

Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,  

Session Retreat:  Saturday, June 16; August 28 



 

 

October 1 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

World Communion | Peacemaking Sunday 

Heritage Festival 

Exodus 17:1-6 

Exodus:  Survival, Part One 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

October 8 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Exodus:  Survival, Part Two 

Morton Harris, preaching 

October 15 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM KICK-OFF 

Exodus 32:1-14 

Exodus:  The Threat 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

October 22 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Baptism 

Ark and L.I.F.E. Children Sing 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Exodus:  Transitions 

Morton Harris, preaching 

October 29 

Reformation Sunday 

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

Anthem:  Psalm 46, by John Ness Beck 

Joshua 1:1-9 

Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, October 12th by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

October 2017 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 


