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In-House Chili Cook-Off
Sunday, January 21, 2018
Join us for the “Hotter than Thou” Chili Tasting. Vote for your favorite Chili by
making a donation in the tip jar. The Chili with the most donations will
represent First Presbyterian Church of Howard County at the “Hotter than
Thou” Chili Tasting finals on Sunday, March 11, 2018 at the Church of the
Resurrection in Ellicott City.
So, it’s time for everyone to share our favorite chilies and vote with our tips to
find our 2018 Chili Cook-Off winning recipe. The winning recipe will be
supported by our First Presbyterian team to compete alongside 20 other
congregations from around the county in the eighth annual “Hotter Than Thou”
Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, March 11th.
But first we have to find our most delicious First Presbyterian Recipe!
We need 10 chefs to make their favorite chili recipe and everyone else to come
on down to Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
January 21st with your tip money in hand and enjoy a delicious lunch with your
friends. All monies raised, both in the tip jar and on March 11 th, go to support
Bridges to Housing Stability that prevents homelessness and promotes
awareness for affordable housing in Howard County. And the congregation with
the most money wins the Golden Ladle!

Please contact the church office if you can help.

Conversations on Race invites you to...
is now available online!
from the menu bar of

www.firstpreshc.org
and on
http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.

Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
○ Learn about the books we have read and some of the plans the group has for
the coming year. We look forward to sharing our conversation with everyone!
○ Join us on Sunday, February 11, 2018 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor for
our regular meeting.
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January 2018 Adult Church School Options
Starting Sunday, January 7
It’s always a good year to learn something more about faith, and explore our
spiritual lives together. So come and be part of our wonderful Sunday Morning
Adult Education Hour! Most courses last a month or two and then the options
change, so there is always something for everyone! Everyone is invited to
participate—young adults, middle adults, seasoned adults.

NEW IN JANUARY
Let’s Talk About Mental Health
facilitated by Meredith and John
January 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2018—Room 252

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE
is available at the Wake-Up Station on
the second floor across from the Parlor.
Get a cup of coffee and head to class!
Please return the cups to the drop off
bins. Enjoy!

You probably know at least one child, teenager or adult who has struggled with his/her mental health.
Join in a discussion with Meredith Barger and John Michalczyk, the counselors (LCPC) in residence through
Inspirit Counseling at First Presbyterian Church. Two of the classes will include presentations on specific
topics and two will be open discussions with the counselor.
January 7 - Why Do We Argue: Understanding differences as potential for growth and healing as couples.
January 14 – Open discussion about anxiety, depression, parenting for mentally healthy children, etc.
January 21 - Understanding Depression: Physical, Psychological and Spiritual Dimensions
January 28 – Open discussion about anxiety, depression, parenting for mentally healthy children, etc.

Spiritual Habits for a New Year: Creating a Spiritual Practice that Works for You
taught by Sue Lowcock Harris
January 7—February 11—Room 258
In these first six weeks of 2018, we’ll take a look at the kinds of things that might be important and
helpful for our spiritual life and practice.
What is prayer and how am I going to pray?
What should I do with the Bible?
What spiritual tools are out there?
And how can I make this actually work for me?
We’ll explore a variety of individual practices and practices we do with others – including our
children or our parents. And we’ll try to compose a personal Rule to get us going in 2018.
CONTINUING ALL YEAR
The Bible in Depth – Proverbs and onto Ecclesiastes—facilitated by Doyle
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – Clark Parlor
This lively conversational study will probe the wisdom of the Book of Proverbs, a collections of short,
pithy sayings and a couple of longer instructions. Come and sift through the observations made by
the wise of ancient Israel, and decide which still seem “wise” today, and which do not.
Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults
Facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205

January 2018
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Student Ministry Events
January 2018
Saturday, January 6, 2018
Senior High Snow Ball, 6:30 – 11:00 p.m.
No dates; No new dresses or jackets; Everyone dances
with everyone! You must dress up!
Thursday, January 11, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.

Mid & Senior Highs
Looking ahead...
Sunday, February 4, 2018
Souper Bowl of Caring—
at both services
The youth will collect money on Super
Bowl Sunday for the Souper Bowl of
Caring. The money will benefit
Grassroots/Cold Weather Shelter.
Senior High Super Bowl Party
6:00 p.m.—Meet at the Powell Residence
Pick up at the end of the game
Refreshments will be provided
Mark your calendars so you can attend!

Wednesday, January 17, 2018
Senior High Fellowship & Dinner, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 18, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 21, 2018
Mid-year Parents Meeting for
Mid High Parents
11:30 a.m., right after the 10:30 a.m. service
Meet to discuss options for Mid-Highs in the Spring.
Summer trip forms for Massanetta will be distributed.
Senior High Drop in Q & A and Form Distribution
11:30 a.m., right after the 10:30 a.m. service
Drop in and ask any questions about the Senior High
program and pick up your Montreat registration forms.

Thursday, January 25, 2018
Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, January 28, 2018
Washington DC Trip—Senior Highs
9:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Travel to DC via metro. Tour museums.
Lunch
Leave DC at 5:00 p.m.

VBS Save-the-Date!
July 23-27, 2018
In the midst of the winter weather, summer
might seem far away. But, it’s never too
early to start planning! Mark your calendars
for the 2018 Vacation Bible School at
First Presbyterian during the week of
July 23-27, 2018. And, please prayerfully
consider what role you might play in
supporting the program. We are looking for
co-directors, teachers, teen helpers, and
volunteers to help with general support.
Talk to Virginia Callegary,
Director of Christian Education,
christianed@firstpreshc.org,
if you have any questions.
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From the Director of Christian Education
Five Things You Might Not Know About Godly Play
by Virginia Callegary
At First Presbyterian Church you’ve probably heard the phrase “Godly Play” many times without knowing
what it means. These five points will give you a bit of insight into the rich educational approach that is Godly
Play. Hopefully you will understand why Godly Play is still around and thriving many years after it was first
brought to this congregation.
“Godly Play” isn’t just the name we gave our young children’s worship program.

It is an intentional approach to faith exploration with children. Godly Play utilizes story, language, wonder,
and play to help children experience the mystery of God. It is a specific curriculum with special language
and teaching methods that allows children to explore who God is on their own instead of being told.
It was developed from the Montessori tradition.
The Montessori Method of education is child-centered and based on “the view of the child as one who is
naturally eager for knowledge and capable of initiating learning in a supportive, thoughtfully prepared
learning environment.” You can see evidence of this in the open-ended “I wonder…” questions asked at the
end of every story and in the self-guided work time where the children engage the story in their own way.
The language is intentional.

The Storyteller uses a very specific classical Christian language system as he or she walks the children
through the story of the day. Many words and phrases are repeated in particular stories as well as across
the whole curriculum. Fluency in Christian language is important because it provides a framework through
which children, adolescents, and adults experience and articulate their experience of the divine.
Godly Play Storytellers complete formal training every three years
Ms. Kathy Moore, our Godly Play Coordinator, attends training to be recertified in Godly Play every three
years. The training is a few days long and teaches the fundamentals of Godly Play. It also provides valuable
insight into the spirituality of children and their innate sense of the presence of God.
How have you experienced God today?
This is the question you should ask children at the end of Godly Play. The children have been left to their
own devices to explore the story they were told at the beginning of Godly Play. They were encouraged to
wonder in their own way about the characters and events of the story. Now they need an opportunity to
share how they experienced the mystery of God in the safe environment of Godly Play.
How can you be part of Godly Play?
If you want to experience teaching in a small dose, this is a great opportunity for you! Our volunteers are
just there to lend a helping hand and be an extra adult in the room. No experience necessary! We need
helpers during both services. If you are interested, please talk to Kathy Moore or Virginia Callegary.

Tidings

January 2018

Page 5

The 2018 Per Capita Apportionment is $34.38.
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the
Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each
member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in fully paying our
congregation’s apportionment; we put the total amount in our operating budget every year for all our
members – this year $21,419.
Some of our members regularly pay the “per capita” each year in addition to their
regular giving. Thank you! Last year gifts like this paid for $4,388 of the $21,378
apportionment! It’s a big help to the annual budget.

Wouldn’t it be great if every member of the church made an additional contribution of
his or her Per Capita apportionment? A contribution of $34.38 from every member
would mean $21,419 which could be put to work in other ways for our congregation’s
ministries this year.

Annual Response Program
THANK YOU!! For your Grateful Giving!
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PARTICIPATE...

The Session is about to set the budget for 2018 and for those who have not had a chance yet, you can
still make a positive impact for 2018 by submitting an Estimate of Giving Pledge so that your Church can
thrive and grow in 2018. It’s as easy as sending an email to the password protected email address
pledges@firstpreshc.org. Or you can submit your Estimate of Giving Card by mailing it in, taking it to the
church office, or placing it in the offering plate. If you’ve misplaced your card, just call the church office at
410-730-3545 to have a new one sent to you.
ARP Program status as of 1/1/2018:
Pledges Received = 151 (Goal 186, Last Year 166)
Pledged Gifts = $623,259 (Goal $700,000, Last Year $651,644)
We have a way to go to meet our Pledge goals and even to match last year
which is why it is important that all participate by submitting a giving estimate.
Remember that your church is essentially self-funded annually. By making an annual pledged gift estimate
now, you will allow the Church to effectively plan for 2018 as pledged gifts are the largest source of
funding (80%) for the church and therefore impact many church areas and activities.
God is generous! Let us return a portion of what God has given us,
enthusiastically, earnestly and joyfully.
Give thanks to the Lord for God is good; for God’s steadfast love endures forever.
~Psalm 106:1
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Fellowship Opportunities
Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to
Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.
Here are some upcoming events:
Sunday, January 7, 2018—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle, in Lyle Buck Hall
Sunday, January 14, 2018—Martin Luther King Sunday, in Lyle Buck Hall
Conversation on Race is hosting Martin Luther King Sunday fellowship. Learn about the
books we have read and some of the plans the group has for the coming year. We look
forward to sharing our conversation with everyone! Coffee and snacks will be provided.
Sunday, January 21, 2018—Chili Cook-Off Tasting Luncheon—in Lyle Buck Hall
See details on the front page!!!
Sunday, January 28, 2018—Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Everyone is invited every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there!

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Dinner
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Presbyterian Women are Reaching Out!
The Wrappers
Many thanks for the book donations for our Head Start classes we were able to give all 38 children five books each.
Thanks also to the Ruth Circle (w)rappers! Amanda, Carol, Lynne, Margot, Sharon, Nancy, Sara

Lydia Circle Responds
Fires, floods, hurricanes and other disasters find displaced people all over the world in shelters and other
dire circumstances, often with only the clothes on their backs. But Christian World Services (working thru
SERRV) will be there with Hygiene Kits that contain such basics as a towel, washcloth, soap, comb,
toothbrush, toothpaste, band aids and a nail clipper.
Each year, Lydia Circle takes a break from their Bible studies to assemble 100+ kits to aid in this work. The
group enjoys every step of the process from buying the supplies, assembling the kits, and delivering the
completed kits to the New Windsor, MD warehouse.
All women of the church are welcome to join Lydia Circle. They meet the second Saturday of the month at
9:00 a.m. at the church for breakfast, fellowship, study, and service.
Thank you to Lydia Circle Members involved in preparing hygiene kits: Margye, Olu, Paula, Marie, Linda,
Jean, Judy, Syd, Andi, and Judy Dye.

Ruth Circle Mission Spring Project—College Care Packages
Ruth Circle will once again be sending care packages to our young adults in college, the
military, or wherever they are near and far. Church members who want their young adult to
be included MUST contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
with mailing address information and $15.00 to cover the cost of shipping by Sunday,
January 21st. We would like to send the packages to the students in time for Valentine’s Day!
Ruth Circle will pack the items on Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Any questions, please contact the church office.
All can participate! Please consider giving one of the following items for the care packages for our
young adults: Pop Tarts, Ramen Noodles/Oodles of Noodles/Mac&Cheese, batteries, hot chocolate, tea/
coffee, microwave popcorn, candy/gum/mints, school supplies: pens, pencils, post-it notes, highlighters,
inspirational book marks (Bible verse), Gift cards for: Amazon, Walmart, Target, McDonalds, Starbucks,
etc. Please place all items in the bins in the Lower Commons.
Donations will be collected through Sunday, January 28, 2017. Thank you so much for your donations!
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Mission Opportunities
JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!
January — Double Up
The Board of Deacons’ wants to increase our
church’s food donations in January to battle
back against hunger in Howard County.
Winter is here in earnest and too many of
our neighbors are choosing between food
and fuel. Let’s redouble our efforts this
month—give not just one can but two or
more. Demonstrate in a very tangible way
that the joy of giving isn’t just for a specific
date on the calendar.
These are the most requested items from the
Howard County Food Bank:
○ Baby Foods
○ Beans—Dried or Canned
○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken
○ Canned Soups
○ Cereal
○ Evaporated Milk
○ Oatmeal
○ Pasta
○ Peanut Butter
○ Rice
○ Spaghetti Sauce
○ Infant Formula
○ Baby & Toddler Foods

Please leave your contribution in the wooden
“Just One Can” bin in the Upper Commons.
As always, the generous support of the
congregation is greatly appreciated.

January 2018

Cold Weather Shelter
Monday, February 5 through
Monday, February 19, 2018

The Cold Weather Shelter is a joint venture among
Grassroots Crisis Center, the Howard County
Government and 16 Howard County churches and
synagogues. For 18 weeks from November through
March, 20-25 homeless men, women, and children are
housed and fed from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. nightly. We
have hosted 1 week old infants and 70 year old veterans.
Most congregations host the guests for a week; we and
one other congregation host them for 2 weeks. Our
guests will be with us each night from Monday evening,
February 5, 2018 through Monday morning, February
19, 2018. As always, we will need lots of help with
preparation on Sunday, February 4th after church, set up
on the afternoon of Monday, February 5th, take down on
the morning of February 19th, daily cleaning of the
shelter, daily laundry, evening hosts, overnight hosts,
dinner preparers, and emergency coverage during the
day in the event of a blizzard. For any questions, please
talk to Margot, Becky or Woody Collins, or call the
church office. No experience necessary!
The following items are being requested for donation by
Grassroots:
Twin sheets, flat and fitted (gently used ok)
Pillowcases (gently used ok)
Towels and washcloths (gently used ok)
New pillows
New underwear (especially
larger sizes), boxers preferred
for men
Deodorant Shaving cream
Razors Lip balm
Hand cream
Tissues
Feminine hygiene products
Please place items in the box in the Lower Commons
by the sign up board
Please do NOT donate any used clothes, including coats

January 2018
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Additional Opportunities
MLK DAY
January 15, 2018—11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
You are invited to a special MLK Day event: “No More Sword Talk” Anti-Violence & Gun Awareness
Action Workshop at Knox Presbyterian Church. Let us pray and reflect together upon the violence in the
city of Baltimore with particular attention to gun violence. We will hear about the people behind the
statistics, re-connect to the lives lost and its impact on all who live and minister in the city and hear from
groups who are already working to end the violence. Participants will be offered ways to take action as
individuals and collectively on January 15th and in the months following.
Knox Presbyterian Church
1300 N. Eden Street & Preston
Baltimore , MD 21213
Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. and lunch is included.

Howard County’s Point In Time Homeless Count
Continuum of Care (CoC) Program Office of Community Partnerships is seeking volunteers for the County’s
Point-in-Time 2018 Homeless Count! They will have a large emphasis on Street Surveying in various locations
throughout Howard County to obtain data on the number & composition of homeless persons/families living
in shelters & on-the-street (and living in cars). Bridges to Housing Stability has a seat on the Board of CoC.
When: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 - 2:00 – 11:00 p.m.
Description: Volunteers will be assigned an outdoor area in Howard County to interview those
experiencing homelessness and provide information about available resources. Volunteers need to be at least
18 years old at the time of the count. Volunteers will be required to attend a training. Volunteers will need to
dress appropriately for the weather and bring along a flash light.
Volunteer positions: Driver, Navigator, Surveyor
SIGN UP HERE: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f44aeae23a5f58-point1
Questions, please contact: Michelle L. Hippert, MCP, CoC Manager. mhippert@howardcountymd.gov,
410-313-5971 or Keisha Benjamin, kbenjamin@howardcountymd.gov, 410-313-0726.

Moveable Feast
Moveable Feast is a charitable organization whose mission is to foster a community that cares for men,
women and children living with HIV/AIDS, cancer and other life-threatening illnesses by preparing and
delivering nutritious meals and groceries and providing nutritional counseling and other services.
Our church provides home baked goods on the Second Sunday of each month. If you would like to help,
please leave your dessert in the kitchen and mark it Moveable Feast. For additional information check
them out at mfeast.org.
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In All Things Give Thanks!
Thanks to all for a successful 8th Annual Alternative Gift Fair
The 8th Annual Alternative Gift Fair, held December 2-3, 2017 was very successful.












A total of $4,810.00 in charitable donations was collected for 13 different charitable organizations or
projects.
Overall, shoppers spent $10,519.72 on fairly traded items, including $2, 541.97 spent in the
Children’s Corner. Note: this is not all profit; our cost for the items hasn’t been deducted.
Approximately 90 children and youth shopped in the Children’s Corner, buying a total of 500 items
with the assistance of 18 youth and 7 adult volunteers. Another 12 volunteers helped with other
aspects of the AGF, not counting the cheerful contingent of women who helped with the bake sale
and Equal Exchange sales.
The FPCHC Presbyterian Women conducted a very successful bake sale in conjunction with the AGF,
and almost $450 was spent on food and beverage items from Equal Exchange, which benefits the
PC (USA) Presbyterian Women at the national level of the organization.
After all the expenses are paid, the profits go to First Presbyterian Church’s Guatemala Fund to
supplement the funds provided through the operating budget. This money covers costs associated
with our delegations’ visits to Guatemala and keeps the costs of the trips within reach for
participants, who continue to pay their own trip expenses (transportation, lodging, and food).
AGF organizers estimate that at least half of the visitors to the AGF were not associated with FPCHC
except possibly as friends of members of the FPCHC community. The AGF was widely publicized on
social media and through fliers posted in the area. Thanks to everyone who helped spread the word!
A full financial report was provided to the Mission Area Team at their December 2017 meeting.

The AFG organizers want to thank everyone who helped make this event hugely successful. Special thanks to
the volunteers, without whom this event would not be possible.
Please plan to attend the 9th Annual Alternative Gift Fair, Saturday-Sunday, December 1-2, 2018.
And don’t forget to tell your friends, co-workers, and neighbors. If you’re interested in helping plan next
year’s AGF, please contact Mandy, Kathy, or Becky, of call the church office.

Many Thanks from the Deacons
Thank you to the Congregation, Caring Hands and Faithful Circle Quilters for
participating in the Deacons’ Christmas Stocking/Tote Project. It was a huge success!
There were 38 quilted bags filled for Head Start, 25 stockings filled for The Salvation
Army, and 58 quilted stockings filled for FIRN.

Session Meetings 2017-2018
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
2018: January 23, February 27, Thursday, March 15, April 24, May 22,
Session Retreat—Saturday, June 16; August 28

Tidings

Page 11

January 2018

The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as
more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each
month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care
for and honor God's amazing creation.

The United States Climate Alliance
On June 1, 2017, President Trump announced that the United States would withdraw from The Paris
Climate Accord, which President Obama had signed for the United States on December 12, 2015, at the
21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations. In response to President Trump’s action, The United
States Climate Alliance was formed: a bipartisan coalition of states and Puerto Rico that is committed
to upholding the objectives of the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change within their borders. The
Alliance has also created a forum for its members to further develop and strengthen their existing climate
action plans through sharing of information and best practices. Hundreds of mayors of U.S. cities,
university and college presidents and chancellors, and companies have also indicated support for the
objectives of the Alliance. Among the cities are Washington, D.C. and the 10 most populous cities in the
nation.
The Alliance states that they have “joined together to address the existential threat of climate change by
investing in clean energy, energy efficiency and clean transportation and making our communities and our
economy more resilient to the climate impacts that are already occurring. . . Collectively we are home to
more than 36% of US population and account for more than $7 trillion dollars in combined economic
activity—enough to be the world’s third largest country. . . Collectively, our greenhouse gas (ghg)
emissions fell by 15% between 2005 and 2015, compared to 10% for non-Alliance states. This hasn’t come
at the expense of economic growth. On the contrary, Alliance state economies have outperformed the
rest of the nation. . . Based on climate and clean energy policies already in place, Alliance states are
projected to achieve a combined 24-29% GHG emission reduction below 2005 levels by 2025. We are
squarely on track to meet our share of the Paris Agreement target—irrespective of federal inaction. . . In
the months ahead, we will continue to advance ambitious climate policy and launch new cross-state
collaborative initiatives. By working together, we accelerate clean energy deployment and emission
reductions within our states, and help transform markets nation-wide.”

~Jeff

January 2018
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Earth Forum of Howard County
presents

The Intersection of Environmental Justice and Public Health
with

Dr. Leana Wen, Commissioner of Health in Baltimore City
Sunday afternoon, January 21, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
If the currency of inequality is years of life, then the opposite of poverty is health. Environmental justice is
a public health issue. Pollution, lead poisoning, and other environmental factors impact different
populations differently. Dr. Leana Wen, in her role as Commissioner of Health for the City of Baltimore, is
reimagining the role of local public health. She will help us see how public health and environmental
health are linked, and will challenge those of us who care deeply about the environment to expand our
understanding of care for the planet.
A board-certified emergency physician, Dr. Wen was a Rhodes Scholar, Clinical Fellow at Harvard,
consultant with the World Health Organization, and professor at George Washington University. She has
been published over 100 articles including in The Lancet, JAMA, and Health Affairs. The author of When
Doctors Don’t Listen, she is regularly featured on NPR, CNN, New York Times, Washington Post, and USA
Today. In 2016, Dr. Wen was honored to be the recipient of the American Public Health Association’s
highest award for local public health work, the Milton and Ruth Roemer Award.

The Earth Forum is free and open to all and meets at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, Maryland
Information at www.earthforumhc.org. See us on Facebook.
Contact us at earthforum@firstpreshc.org or call 410-730-3545.

Join us at the Earth Forum!

WAM News—Mary’s Journey
The Advent narrative used in the video during the morning worship service on
Sunday, December 24, 2017 was an Advent reading called “Mary’s Journey”,
from Cloth For The Cradle, Worship resources and readings for Advent,
Christmas & Epiphany, published by Iona Community Wild Goose Worship
Group. “The Census” skit and “Census Form” were also adapted from this
resource book.
Thank you to all the women who sent in pictures to be included in the video and
to Julianna for reading the narrative. Thank you to Jonathan for producing the
video. Special thanks to Woody, John, Morton, and Elaine for participating in the
“The Census” skit. And to all who discussed their travel plans to walk home for
the census.
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A Word from our Nominating Committee
The NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting
suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming
year to serve the church. We need members willing
to serve as Elders, Youth Elder, Deacons,
Youth Deacon, Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee
Members, Nominating Committee Members
(for next year), and a Financial Secretary.

Suggestions for leaders can be:
1. Emailed directly to the NOMINATING
COMMITTEE, NomCom@firstpres.org

This is an open, but confidential nominating process
whereby the NOMINATING COMMITTEE will present
a slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation
for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be
submitted
to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE
directly and it is the NOMINATING COMMITTEE’s
responsibility to speak with potential candidates.
Members of the congregation should not ask
someone to serve.

3. Contacting a NOMINATING COMMITTTEE
member directly.

2. Suggested by filling out the form below, placing
it in a sealed envelope marked NOMINATING
COMMITTEE, and mailing it to the church office
or placing it in church mailbox 102.

This year’s NOMINATING COMMITTEE consists of:
Pat (Elder, Chair), Alex (Elder), Andi (Deacon),
Gail, Heather, Doyle, Lisa (Members-at-Large), and
Morton Harris, ex-officio and Sue Lowcock Harris,
ex-officio.
THANK YOU for your suggestions!

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE
Candidate Name ______________________________
Suggested by _________________________________
NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest
yourself.
Position Suggested For:
 ANY
 ELDER
 DEACON
 PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
 NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year)
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY
THANK YOU!
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To friends

In January
NOTICE OF THE
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONGREGATION
The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation and Corporation of the First Presbyterian
Church of Howard County to be held on Sunday,
January 28, 2018 immediately following the
10:30 a.m. worship service in the church sanctuary.
The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the
report of the Session and its Ministry Areas, to review
the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as required by the
Book of Order, to receive the Session’s annual budget
for the church, and to transact any other business
properly coming before the Congregation.

Sanctuary Flowers for 2018
Would you like to help put flowers in the
Sanctuary?
There are two ways you can help…
1. If you want to give money…
Look at the Flower Chart on the window
of the Church Office
Choose a Sunday and sign up.
(there is a limit of two arrangements
each week)
You will be contacted for the dedication
information for your flowers.
The donation is $35.00.
2. If you want to give time…
You can be a flower arranger.
Contact Jan Agazio or the Church Office.
You can sign up for as many Sundays as
you like.
On Saturday you will obtain flowers
(the church has an account at The
Flower Basket)
Arrange the flowers using the vases in
the kitchenette in Lyle Buck Hall
Place the flowers on the flower shelf in
the sanctuary.
You can do both!
Contact Janice Agazio,
410-309-0290 or Janicebga@aol.com

January 2018
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SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:

Help Needed
Our Church Sexton, Woody Collins, will be on vacation
January 11-16, 2018. Volunteers are need to help clean
bathrooms, vacuum, help with kitchen events, open and
close building, and numerous other duties. Our Church
Administrator, Caroline Smith, will be on vacation January
30-February 6, 2018. Volunteers are needed to answer
phones and be a presence in the church office. Please
contact the church office, 410-730-3545, if you are
available to help. Thank you in advance!
The Church Office and Building will be
closed on Monday, January 5, 2018
in observance of

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue
of Tidings via email and save some
trees and money! Thank you to many
who have signed up already!
Send your email address to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!

In the event of snow, ice or other severe
weather, on Sundays, the Home Page of the
church website, and the church answering
machine will have a special message to inform
you whether worship services or other
activities have been changed or canceled. The
decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal
to notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio and
WJZ TV) and to put a message on the church
answering machine and church website,
www.firstpreshc.org by 7:00 a.m. Call the
church office at 410-730-3545 for updated
messages.

Tidings February 2018 Issue 2

is Thursday, January 11th
To be mailed Wednesday, January 31st
Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Please keep us up to date with your
current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
January 2018
Issue 1
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

January 2018 Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship
9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour

11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour

January 7
Baptism of the Lord
Communion
Genesis 1:1-5 & Mark 1:4-11
In the Beginning
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris

January 21
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 & Mark 1:14-20
Second Call
Preaching: Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris

January 14
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Samuel 3:1-10 & John 1:43-51
Greater Things Than These
Preaching: Morton Harris

January 28
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Annual Congregational Meeting
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 & Mark 1:21-28
All Things New
Preaching: Sue Lowcock Harris

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, January 11, 2018 by 9:00 a.m. for February 2017 Issue 2
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

