FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
February 11, 2018

TODAY
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR: TODAY February 11 in the Upper Commons
New Member Appreciation - Linger in the Upper Commons, enjoy a cup of
coffee, and greet our new members who joined First Presbyterian Church in
2017. The online directory Photo Station will also be available.
NEXT WEEK: February 18 in Lyle Buck Hall
Coffee Fellowship hosted by Lydia Circle.
LITURGISTS: Janice (8:30); Carolyn (10:30)
USHERS & GREETERS: Ron, MJ (8:30); Margot (10:30); Laura, Elaine, Laura,
Jonathan, Mark (Tech Crew)
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Andy and Kristin, in
celebration of February birthdays, especially Nick and Aunt Kathryn. May the
peace and love of the Lord be with all of us.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: All worship begins in the Sanctuary.
At 8:30 a.m.: After Welcoming One Another: Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms.
Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following worship
in rooms 110 & 113.
At 10:30 a.m.: After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Children ages 4-7
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the
ushers at the end of the service.
SENDING OUT: MISSION TEAM to the Philippines to visit YAV Emma Warman:
Amy, Melanie, Morton and Angela
NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING will meet in the Library today.

LENTEN SEASON BEGINS
LENTEN SEASON BEGINS THIS WEEK:
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 13, 2018, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
$2.00 per person/$5.00 per family in Lyle Buck Hall
Ash Wednesday Service, February 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
2018 JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
Our annual discipline of caring for our bodies kicks off on Ash Wednesday,
February 14—so start getting ready to walk, run, swim, dribble, kick, bike, row,
skate, yoga, Zumba® your way to Jerusalem during Lent. Everybody can
participate—children, youth, younger adults and older adults! 20 minutes of
sustained activity equals one mile. 2,000 steps equals one mile. A sign-up sheet
and reporting slips are at the Welcome Desk.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11, 2018
Please pray for:
Marvin, Janet, Dave, Jerry, Binwi, Jim, Paul, Dede,
Becky, Shirley, Shirley, Al & Beth
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Jeff Bele, Marion, Joan, Burta, Vivian,
Russ & Barb, Virginia
Bereaved: Blessing, David, Vivian
Care Center: Web (Lorien, Columbia)
Family & Friends: Lynne’s mother, Patricia
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Jed and Jenny Koball
in Peru; Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Emma Warman in the Philippines.
Visit her page, emmaYAVyear.wordpress.com.
Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Henry Highland Garnet (December 23, 1815 – February 13, 1882) was born into
slavery in New Kent County, Maryland. His entire family escaped to New Hope,
PA in 1824. He was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in 1841, to serve Liberty
Street Church in Troy, NY. In 1865, Garnet was serving as Pastor of the Fifteenth
Street Presbyterian Church in Washington DC. President Lincoln invited him to
preach to the US House of Representatives. He was the first African-American to
address congress, and one of the first African-Americans to be admitted to the
Capitol building. Garnet was in the vanguard of African-Americans who began to
seek remedy in the political system. By 1849, Garnet began to favor the
emigration of blacks to Africa, Mexico and the West Indies. In 1881 President
Garfield appointed Garnet as the first ambassador to the newly founded nation
of Liberia. Garnet died in Liberia two months after his arrival.
We also remember:
 The NAACP was founded on February 12, 1909
 The Southern Christian Leadership Conference was founded on February
14, 1957
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This
week we pray for Austria, Lichtenstein, Switzerland. Pray for:
 Environmental practices that preserve the natural environment, especially
the Alps’ melting glaciers;
 The work for justice, reconciliation and peace pursued by the people and
organizations here, seeking to shape globalization so that it benefits all;
 Religious freedom, also for those from non-Christian traditions.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2017





We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery.
Catonsville Church – Ken Kovacs, Pastor and Dorothy Boulton, Associate
Pastor
Central Church in Towson – John Schmidt, Pastor, Laura Crihfield and
Andrew Nagel, Associate Pastors
Cherry Hill Church in Baltimore County – Keith Paige, Pastor
Chestnut Grove Church in Phoenix – Andy Gathman, Pastor

LENTEN SPIRITUALITY CENTER
Children, youth and adults are invited to take time this holy season to visit the
Spirituality Center set up in Branch Hall. The Spirituality Center is a collection of
prayer stations which make use of different materials to help expand our
understanding and experience of prayer. They provide interactive ways to
deepen our journey with God. The stations will be rotated throughout Lent so
you are encouraged to visit more than once. Child-friendly stations will also be
available so this is a great activity for the whole family.
The Spirituality Center will be open daily throughout Lent, Ash Wednesday,
February 14—Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018. Come as often as you like.
TABLE TALK: Food, Friends and Conversation
Wednesday nights in Lent in Lyle Buck Hall – February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21
Soup Supper begins at 6:30 p.m.
Conversation happens from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.
We close by sharing Communion at 8:15-8:30 p.m.
A Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community,
by John Pavlovitz. (available from Amazon, iBooks, and Barnes & Noble)
Can the church be the kind of community that we see in the life and ministry of
Jesus – where everyone matters, everyone is included and everyone counts?
Come and have conversation about how the “table fellowship” Jesus inspires us
to practice shapes and challenges us.
NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, is The First Sunday in Lent. The 8:30 Service will
include the Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper.
TIME TO ORDER EASTER LILIES for $12 each – Order form is in today’s bulletin.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR 9:30 – 10:25 a.m.
Conversations on Race Book Discussion:
Reading with Patrick: A Teacher, a Student, and a Life-Changing Friendship
with Paula and Erin
February 11, 18, & 25– Room 258
This book was chosen as a way to help people who are interested in doing more
in our community to understand that giving with your heart (and not just your
wallet) can be emotional and at times painful.
Spiritual Habits for a New Year:
Creating a Spiritual Practice that Works for You
taught by Sue Lowcock Harris
through February 11 – Library
We’ll take a look at the kinds of things that might be important and helpful for
our spiritual life and practice. We’ll explore a variety of individual practices and
practices we do with others – including our children or our parents. We’ll
compose a personal Rule to get us going in 2018.
Storytime with the Environmental Curmudgeon
taught by Bill
February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018 – Room 258
A strange blend of Bible study, environmental science lecture & bedtime story.
The Bible in Depth: Ecclesiastes - facilitated by Doyle
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor
Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults
facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available on Sunday mornings at the Wake Up
Station on the second floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee
and head to class! Please return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy!
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week
We are studying Exodus together. Come join us! This is a lively group and we
have great conversations. No experience necessary! Everyone welcome! In the
event of inclement weather: if Howard County Public Schools open 2 hours late,
class will begin at 10:00 a.m., if closed, class will not meet.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING OFFERING collected on February 4 was $608.50.
Thank you to all who contributed. The money will go to the Cold Weather Shelter
for food.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY
Mid-High Fellowship
TODAY Sunday, February 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
At Sheryl & Jeff’s Home
Cook dinner, play games and hang out
Senior High Fellowship, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Wednesday, February 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class
Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 6:45 p.m.
will attend Ash Wednesday Service together
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION!
Sunday, February 25, 2018
Can you help with the lunch and auction?
* Attend the spaghetti lunch and bid on auction items!
* Volunteer as youth server, kitchen help, set-up, clean up, etc.
go to: https://goo.gl/HH6139
* Donate gift certificates, tickets, services, etc. - https://goo.gl/ZTcR6q
* Donate desserts or other food donations for the silent and live auctions
and/or the bake sale - https://goo.gl/MnMWzf
Auction questions: Kathy or the church office
Lunch questions: Linda or the church office

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
INTERESTED IN LITURGICAL DANCE? The dancers are preparing for a Palm
Sunday dance and would love to have you join us. No experience necessary.
Contact the church office for more information.
THE COLD WEATHER SHELTER IS GOING WELL. We have an interesting mix of 27
adults (and children ages 3, 1, and 7 months). We are still in need of an evening
host (any gender) on Tuesday, February 13th from 5:30 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. and for an overnight host (any gender) on Monday, February 12 th and
Wednesday, February 14th (arrive at 10 p.m. and leave at 7 a.m.).
Please consider volunteering. You will be with experienced people and always a
professional paid Grassroots Staff member. Thank you! Please contact the
church office.

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling.
Suggestions are: Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken, Canned
Soups, Stews, Pasta, Oatmeal

GENERAL INFORMATION
Sunday Evening Quiet Time, First Sunday of the Month
Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time.
EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY
Next Sunday, February 18 at 2:00 p.m.
Preserving Our Past. Protecting Our Future. with Kristen Brengel
Vice President of Government Affairs, National Parks Conservation Association
Join us to explore how we can protect and preserve wilderness lands, including
national parks, and why they are so important to the well-being and heart of our
people and land.
THE LUNCH BUNCH is having its next gathering at Dandelion Bakery and Bistro on
Tuesday, February 27 at 11:30 a.m. It is located at 3800 Ten Oaks Road in Glenelg.
Retirees and empty nesters are invited to enjoy some time out with friends! Sign
up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org
CITIZENS’ CLIMATE EDUCATION will show the film “Saving Snow” on Wednesday,
February 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Branch Hall. “Saving Snow” is a feature
documentary on how ski towns are coping with warmer winters. It was made to
educate audiences about the impacts of climate change on the winter economy
and build support for mitigation and adaptation efforts across the country. It is
the second film created by independent filmmaker Diogo Castro Freire as part of
the Adaptation Now documentary project. Filmmaker Diogo Castro Freire was at
FPCHC in the fall of 2016 and showed his first climate movie, “Facing the Surge.”
He is hoping to reach an even broader audience with his new effort “Saving
Snow.” All are welcome to attend, the movie is free and snacks will be served.
Additional background information: http://www.adaptationnow.com/savingsnow
.

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2018 Issue #3.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Every Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour
Ages 2 through Adult 
Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5
Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12
And a variety of changing classes for Adults
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour
Sunday, February 11th
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
MOVEABLE FEAST | COLD WEATHER SHELTER
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – New Member Appreciation
Conversations on Race
Nominating Committee Meeting
Knitting Ministry
2:00 p.m. Vantage House Worship
Monday, February 12th
COLD WEATHER SHELTER
7:00 p.m. Guatemala Leadership Team
Tuesday, February 13th
SHROVE TUESDAY | SUPER TUESDAY | COLD WEATHER SHELTER
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. Pancake Supper
7:00 p.m. Christian Education
Discipleship & Caring Ministries
Mission
Strengthening the Church
Wednesday, February 14th
ASH WEDNESDAY | LENT BEGINS
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER | VALENTINE’S DAY
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry
6:45 p.m. Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
8:00 p.m. Handbell Choir | Pastor-Parish-Personnel
Thursday, February 15th
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE | COLD WEATHER SHELTER | PHILIPPINES MISSION TRIP
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Friday, February 16th
COLD WEATHER SHELTER | PHILIPPINES MISSION TRIP
11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded
Saturday, February 17th
COLD WEATHER SHELTER | PHILIPPINES MISSION TRIP
9:00 a.m. Church Work Day
Sunday, February 18th
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT | COMMUNION AT 8:30 A.M. | MOMENT FOR MISSION – RUN FOR COFFEE
COLD WEATHER SHELTER | PHILIPPINES MISSION TRIP
8:30 a.m. Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Coffee Fellowship
Nominating Committee Meeting
2:00 p.m. Earth Forum

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
Conversations on Race
Read some statements from group members about why the
Conversations on Race are important to them.
Joanna
Conversations on Race gives me a forum I do not otherwise have access
to. I am generally more listener than participant. I have much to absorb.
My daughters are Asian. From my Caucasian eyes, there are things I have
not experienced. When we gather, I am exposed to thoughts, ideas,
conflicts, stories I am otherwise immune to. It is a comfortable, safe
space to ask questions, to learn new truths. This gathering shares the
desire to understand and to decrease our divides. Knowledge is the first
step to making changes, to making differences. I am grateful for the
knowledge and exposure this group enables. It is yet another reason why
I call First Pres home. Inclusion always begins at home. We stand
together.
Patti
Conversations on Race has provided me an opportunity to read and
discuss some of the best books of the times addressing racial inequality
and the recognition of America's struggle with its past and how to learn
from those wrongs so as not to repeat. The conversations provide an
opportunity to think on subject matter that the swiftness of life
sometimes doesn’t allow us to ponder.
The group reminds me of the quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:
“Rarely do we find men who willingly engage in hard, solid thinking. There
is an almost universal quest for easy answers and half-baked solutions.
Nothing pains some people more than having to think.”
The beauty of the CoR group is just that - no easy answers - but it makes
us think.
Mark
The conversations on race and associated classes at 1st Pres have
challenged, affirmed, and encouraged me in recent years. The group has
been accepting of my limitations and absences, and I usually feel more
alive when I take the time to engage. CoR has helped me see beyond my
perspective as a big, white Christian man... and recognize that we are all
in this together.

Please join us on the second Sunday of each month in the Parlor.
All are welcome!

Conversations On Race Mission Statement
As stated in the Confession of 1967, "God has created the peoples
of the earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God
overcomes the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks
down every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic
difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all
people to receive and uphold one another as persons in all
relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, leisure,
marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights.
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial
discrimination and ministers to those injured by it.”
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on
Race group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people
feel welcome, free to speak knowing they will be heard. Our hope
is to create the universal family God desires.

Zentangle artwork provided by Ginny

Black History Month Jeopardy
This woman helped develop technologies that led
to the invention of the portable fax, touch-tone
telephone, solar cells, fiber optic cables, and the
technology enabling caller ID and call waiting.
Who is she?
Last week’s answer: Lift Every Voice and Sing

