
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 25, 2018 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR:  TODAY February 25 in Lyle Buck Hall 
Please attend the Youth Spaghetti Lunch and Auction sponsored by Christian 
Education to support the Youth Ministry. 

NEXT WEEK:  March 4 in Lyle Buck Hall 
Cold Weather Shelter (CWS) Thank You Breakfast 
Hosted by Mission serving at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Thank you and debriefing 
about the 2 weeks that First Presbyterian held the CWS. 

LITURGISTS:  Alice (8:30); Bruce (10:30) 

AS PART OF THEIR CONFIRMATION PREPARATION, members of the 2018 class 
assist in worship. This morning’s Confirmand Liturgist is Kirsten (10:30) 

USHERS & GREETERS:  Debbie (8:30); Chrissy, (10:30); Laura, Laura, Jonathan, 
Jonathan (Tech Crew) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the glory of God by Amy in thanksgiving for 
the people of the Philippines and their kindness as we traveled. 

THE REMEMBRANCE CANDLE this morning is to remember Marie, mother of 
Jimmy, who died on February 25, 2017. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. 
Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following worship 
in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, may go with Ms. Virginia Callegary to The Worship 
Bridge. They will return to the sanctuary later in the worship service. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service.  

THIS WEEK 

CONFIRMATION CLASS RETREAT - Friday, March 2-Saturday, March 3 
Please do not come to the church to work during this time so the Confirmands 
can concentrate on their retreat. Thank you. 

THE LUNCH BUNCH is having its next gathering at Dandelion Bakery and Bistro on 
Tuesday, February 27 at 11:30 a.m. It is located at 3800 Ten Oaks Road in Glenelg. 
Retirees and empty nesters are invited to enjoy some time out with friends!  
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org 

CITIZENS’ CLIMATE EDUCATION will show the film “Saving Snow” on Wednesday, 
February 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Branch Hall. “Saving Snow” is a feature 
documentary on how ski towns are coping with warmer winters. All are welcome 
to attend, the movie is free and snacks will be served. 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 25, 2018 

Please pray for:  Marvin, Janet, Dave, Ron, Jerry, Binwi, Jim, Paul, Dede, Andi, Becky, 
Shirley, Shirley, Al & Beth  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Joan, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Church Member Update:  Burta - We were informed that she moved out of state but 
she did not! She still lives in Pasadena. 
Bereaved:  Blessing, David, Vivian  
Care Center:  Web  
Hospitalized:  Kristen’s husband, Jimmy; Liam  
Friends & Family:  David’s mother, Helen; Ted’s wife, Dawn  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo; Jed and Jenny Koball  
in Peru; Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Emma Warman in the Philippines.  
Visit her page, emmaYAVyear.wordpress.com. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Martin Bucher (11 November 1491 – 28 February 1551) was a Protestant reformer based 
in Strasbourg, whose influence is felt across Lutheran, Reformed and Anglican Protestant 
movements. Originally a Dominican monk, in 1518 he abandoned his order and married 
a nun. He became a pastor in the cathedral at Strasbourg. He was greatly influenced by 
the teaching of Erasmus. He acted as a mediator between Martin Luther (Germany) and 
Huldrich Zwingli (Switzerland) who differed on their understanding of Communion. 
When they could not reach an agreement, Bucer was disappointed at their doctrinal 
inflexibility. Bucer invited John Calvin to come to Strasbourg in 1538 to lead the 
congregation of French refugees. Calvin and Bucer become lifelong friends, and much in 
common theologically. Eventually the political tables turned in Strasbourg, and Bucer 
had to flee as a religious refugee. He was offered sanctuary in Geneva and Wittenberg, 
but accepted the invitation of Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, to come 
to England, where he taught at Cambridge. His influence over the English Reformation is 
most strongly felt in Cranmer’s second revision of the Book of Common Prayer. Bucer is 
remembered for his commitment to ecumenism, or church unity, and his lifelong 
struggle to create an inclusive church. He thought everyone had a right to disagree, but 
not to such an extent that it caused a split in the Protestant movement.  

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we pray for 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands. Pray for: 

 Overcoming cultural, linguistic and political barriers and suspicions that remain 
divisive; 

 The haunting legacies of colonization and quests for economic gain; 

 Immigrants who are alienated or marginalized in these societies. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2018 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

The Cuba Partnership between Baltimore and El Centro Presbytery, Cuba is a mission 
of accompaniment. It was formalized in 2004. In 2011, our congregation established a 
partnership with the church in Calabazar de Sagua, Cuba. The pastor of this 
congregaton is Marielys Cabrera. 

Bridges to Housing Stability is one of our foundational local mission partners. Bridges 
envisions a day when homeless is eradicated in Howard County. Their mission is to 
provide a path to self-sufficiency to prevent and end homelessness through affordable 
housing solutions and advocacy in Howard County, Maryland. 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION HOUR 9:30 – 10:25 a.m. 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion:   
Reading with Patrick:  A Teacher, a Student, and a Life-Changing Friendship 
with Paula and Erin  
February 25– Room 258 
This book was chosen as a way to help people who are interested in doing more 
in our community to understand that giving with your heart (and not just your 
wallet) can be emotional and at times painful. 

Storytime with the Environmental Curmudgeon - taught by Bill  
February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018 – Room 258 
A strange blend of Bible study, environmental science lecture & bedtime story. 

Spiritual Habits: Accountability and Support & Drop In -  
facilitated by Sue Lowcock Harris 
February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018 – Library 
Drop in any time on this informal gathering of those seeking to improve their 
spiritual habits. We will discuss reading the Bible, praying in traditional or 
alternate ways, and other forms of spiritual practice. 

Come talk with others about your spiritual practices for Lent. 

The Bible in Depth:  Ecclesiastes - facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults 
facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available on Sunday mornings at the Wake Up 
Station on the second floor across from the Parlor. Get a cup of coffee 
and head to class! Please return the cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week 
We are studying Exodus together. Come join us! This is a lively group and we 
have great conversations. No experience necessary! Everyone welcome! In the 
event of inclement weather:  if Howard County Public Schools open 2 hours late, 
class will begin at 10:00 a.m., if closed, class will not meet. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Senior High Fellowship, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
  Wednesday, February 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Confirmation Class Retreat 
 Friday, March 2 – Saturday, March 3 
 Mid-High Fellowship Dinner  
 Sunday, March 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Hagen’s home 

THE SPAGHETTI LUNCH AND AUCTION is TODAY Sunday, February 25, 2018 
Come to Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:30 a.m. worship service and enjoy a delicious 
spaghetti lunch served by our Mid and Senior High Youth and stay for the ever-
exciting auction! Proceeds of the event go to fund youth programs and help 
defray the cost of retreats and other youth activities, keeping them affordable for 
all.  
 
 
 



LENTEN SEASON OPPORTUNITIES 

EASTER LILIES – Help decorate the sanctuary for Easter. Order forms are at the 
Welcome Desk. The deadline for ordering is Sunday, March 18. The cost is $12 
per plant. Contact: Jan or the church office. 

LENTEN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 
Children, youth and adults are invited to take time this holy season to visit the 
Spirituality Center set up in Branch Hall by Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian 
Education. The Spirituality Center is a collection of prayer stations which make 
use of different materials to help expand our understanding and experience of 
prayer. They provide interactive ways to deepen our journey with God. The 
stations will be rotated throughout Lent so you are encouraged to visit more than 
once. Child-friendly stations will also be available so this is a great activity for the 
whole family. The Spirituality Center will be open daily throughout Lent until 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018. Come as often as you like. 

TABLE TALK:  Food, Friends and Conversation – Begins this week! 
Wednesday nights in Lent in Lyle Buck Hall – February 28, March 7, 14, 21 
Soup Supper begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Conversation happens from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 
We close by sharing Communion at 8:15-8:30 p.m. 
A Bigger Table:  Building Messy, Authentic, and Hopeful Spiritual Community,  
by John Pavlovitz. (Available from Amazon, iBooks, and Barnes & Noble) 
Child care will be available. 

2018 JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM - Our annual discipline of caring for our bodies is 
in motion during Lent and we are on our way to Jerusalem. Everybody can 
participate! 20 minutes of sustained activity equals one mile. 2,000 steps equals 
one mile. A sign-up sheet and reporting slips are at the Welcome Desk.  
We have traveled 355 miles and are in Falmouth, MA. Keep moving! 

TREAD LIGHTLY FOR LENT - The Lent 2018 daily reflection- action calendar, 
“Tread Lightly for Lent,” is now available. The calendar was created by the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Environmental Ministries and Enough for 
Everyone offices. Pick up one at the Welcome Desk or go to 
www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/tread-lightly-lent-2018/ 

MARYLAND LENTEN CREATION CARE 2018 
Because the world can change a lot in 40 days. Lent is a time for prayer, fasting, 
and more intentional sharing. This year, our church is joining with many others in 
heeding the call to be stewards of God’s Creation throughout this season.  
Pick up a Maryland Lenten Creation Calendar at the Welcome Desk.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you like to snuggle with babies or play with toddlers please consider signing up 
to volunteer in the Nursery in the coming months. There are certain Sundays, 
including Easter Sunday, April 1, when extra help is needed to keep things 
running smoothly. Visit www.firstpreshc.org/nursery to sign up to volunteer. 

INTERESTED IN LITURGICAL DANCE?  The dancers are preparing for a Palm 
Sunday dance and would love to have you join us. No experience necessary.  
Contact Julianna or the church office for more information. 

 



CWS THANK YOU - I cannot thank you all enough for the work so many people did 
for 2 intense weeks for the Cold Weather Shelter. We had over 30 guests most 
nights and many of them were brand-new to being homeless and many had jobs; 
all of these aspects were new. The guests were tremendously appreciative of 
everything done for them. Great meals, clean rooms, pleasant company, rides to 
work or the Mall, clean clothes:  we take these for granted but they are 
important! Thank you again.   From the Mission Committee and Margot  

MISSION TRIP TO TARBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
Sunday, June 3—Friday, June 8, 2018 
All able bodies are welcome! We are assigned one house and divide up the work 
with our teams. We would also like to have the college students join us. There is 
minimal cost for the trip. We provide breakfast, and we usually eat at local 
restaurants in downtown Tarboro. If you are interested please contact Pat or call 
the church office. We need to know no later than April 1. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION - NEXT Sunday morning, March 4th 11:30 a.m.  
Interested in becoming a member? This orientation explores what it means to be 
part of First Presbyterian Church household. Contact the church office if you plan 
to attend or need childcare. 

Sunday Evening Quiet Time, First Sunday of the Month  
Next Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 

2018 “HOTTER THAN THOU” CHILI COOK OFF 
Sunday, March 11, 2018 – 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Church of the Resurrection, 3175 Paulskirk Drive, Ellicott City, MD 
Attend Bridges to Housing Stability’s annual fundraiser to prevent homelessness 
and promotes awareness for affordable housing in Howard County. Owen and 
Andy’s winning chili recipe will represent First Presbyterian Church at the Chili 
Cook Off. Plan to attend to vote for your favorite chili, there will be cool door 
prizes, unique silent auction items, and a friendly competition between 
congregations for the coveted “Golden Ladle”. The church with the most tips 
brings home the “Golden Ladle.” Even if you can’t make it to the competition you 
may still donate money to support our table and Bridges to Housing Stability. All 
gifts received up through March 11th will count toward our total.  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! March 11th we need some help serving the chili and 
greeting the guests! If you are available to help out please contact,  
Steve or the church office. 

 
 
 
 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Every Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship 

9:30 a.m. Church School – The Education Hour 
Ages 2 through Adult  

Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 

And a variety of changing classes for Adults 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, February 25th 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

 8:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Youth Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
  Nominating Committee Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 

Monday, February 26th 
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, February 27th 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Session Dinner 
 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Wednesday, February 28th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:30 p.m. Table Talk Lenten Program with Communion 
 7:00 p.m. Citizens Climate Education – Saving Snow Movie 

Thursday, March 1st 

 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 2nd 

 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class Retreat 

Saturday, March 3rd 

CONFIRMATION CLASS RETREAT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PRIDE DAY 

Sunday, March 4th 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT | COMMUNION 

DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING | NAME TAG SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m. Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Church School for all ages 
  Discipleship Hour - CWS Thank You 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – CWS Thank You 
  Trivia Night Planning Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Quiet Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website 
at www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email to:  
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, March 8, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. for the April 2018 Issue #4. 



First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

Conversations on Race 

Read some statements from group members about why the 
Conversations on Race are important to them. 

Erin  
This group that my mother introduced me to came along at a perfect 
time in light of all the turbulence that America was going through 
with regards to police brutality. I was angry, frustrated and looking for 
a way to express my exasperation in a healthy manner, so the CoR 
was an outlet. I think being able to share experiences and 
perspectives from any race and background is a small but important 
step in achieving racial awakenings and tolerance. I believe personal 
stories allow us to not only have empathy/sympathy for those 
minorities and others who have suffered through oppression and 
discrimination in their lives, but be inspired to action. I’m glad what 
we learn from each other will enrich our attitudes about race and 
then spill out into conversations at our jobs, social settings, 
communities and with our children and relatives. Acknowledging the 
racial divide and the willingness to keep the discussion on the table is 
why I’m grateful and appreciative of the First Presbyterian Church 
community. 

Paula  
I am happy to have the opportunity to participate in the 
Conversations on Race at First Presbyterian. As many others in the 
group have stated, it has been a great opportunity for us to get 
together and learn about each other. I am hopeful that the active 
listening we are doing is branching out into our lives outside of 
church. I believe that these conversations have helped me grow in my 
ability to live the life Jesus intended. I look forward to our group 
growing in God’s work as we encourage each other to go out into our 
community to share our hopes and dreams for a more unified and 
peaceful world. 

Please join us on the second Sunday of each month in the Parlor.  
All are welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conversations On Race Mission Statement 

As stated in the Confession of 1967, "God has created the peoples of the 
earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God overcomes 
the barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down every form 
of discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. 
The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one 
another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, 
education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political 
rights. Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial 
discrimination and ministers to those injured by it.” 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County Conversations on Race 
group strives to foster an atmosphere in which all people feel welcome, 
free to speak knowing they will be heard.  Our hope is to create the 
universal family God desires. 

 

 
Zentangle artwork provided by Ginny  

 
 

Black History Month Jeopardy 

This woman was denied the opportunity to 
sing at Constitution Hall in Washington DC. 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt then invited 
her to sing at an open air concert on Easter 
of 1939 to an audience of 75,000. She went 
on to break other barriers for Black artists, 
including being the first to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera in 1955. Who is this 
musician? 

Last week’s answer:  Frederick Douglass 


