THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 23, 2018
8:30 a.m.

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please remember to turn cell phones and pagers to silent for worship.
Where you see an asterisk (*) please stand if you are able.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.
Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
How should we like it were stars to burn
With a passion for us we could not return?
If equal affection cannot be,
Let the more loving one be me.
W. H. Auden

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew.
Newcomers please leave us your address and contact information!
Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back.

Lighting the Christ Candle
The world belongs to God
The earth and all its people.
How good it is, how wonderful
To live together in unity.
Love and faith come together;
Justice and peace join hands.
If Christ’s disciples keep silent,
These beams would shout aloud!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
O God our teacher and guide,
you draw us to yourself
and welcome us as beloved children.
Help us to lay aside our envy and selfish ambition,
that we may walk in your way of wisdom and understanding
as servants of your peace.
Amen.
* Hymn 401

Here in This Place

Gather Us In

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
Source of all life,
we confess that we have not been true to you.
We desire what we do not need
and corrupt our relationships with envy.
Where we might bring reconciliation, we create conflict.
Where you call us to give, we take.
Where your presence beckons, we resist.
Forgive us. Heal us. Stir us up.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)

Assurance of Grace

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
We greet each other with signs of peace and reconciliation.
A touch on the shoulder, a nod, a bow – can be a substitute
for handshakes to hinder the spread of the flu.

* Response of Praise (singing together)

Am I Awake

La la la la la …
Am I awake? Am I prepared? Are you listening to my prayer?
Can you hear my voice? Can you understand?
Am I awake? Am I prepared?
La la la la la …
Words of Welcome
Presentation of Bibles to Second Graders

ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson:
Mark 9:33-37
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!

Page 821; pew Bible

Today’s Children’s Story Bible Text
Children might like to read this lesson:

“Jesus Blesses the Children” (Mark 10:13-16)

Second Lesson:

James 3:13-4:3, 7-10

Page 340

Page 982; pew Bible

For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Sue Lowcock Harris

Practical Faith: How To Be Wise and Strong
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from The Book of Order, F-1.0301

We believe that the Church
is to be a community of faith,
entrusting ourselves to God alone,
even at the risk of losing our life.
We believe that the Church
is to be a community of people,
rejoicing in the sure and certain knowledge that,
in Christ, God is making a new creation,
a new beginning for human life and for all things.
We live in the present
on the strength of this promised new creation.
We believe that the Church
is to be a community of love,
where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is accomplished
and the dividing walls of hostility are broken down.
We believe that the Church
is to be a community of witness,
pointing beyond ourselves through word and work
to the good news of God’s transforming grace
in Jesus Christ its Lord.
Thanks be to God!
* Hymn 320

The Church of Christ in Every Age

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
God of abundant grace,
Hear our prayers.
The Lord’s Prayer (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever.
Amen.
The Offering
Offertory

Wareham

SEND AND BLESS
This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Minute for Mission – Guatemala Stove Project
* Hymn 410

God Is Calling through the Whisper

* Closing Responses
God to enfold us,
God to surround us.
God in our sleeping,
God in our waking.
God in our watching,
God in our hoping.
God on our lips,
God in our lives.
* Benediction
* Postlude



W Zlobie Lezy

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

During Today’s Worship
Please turn all cell phones to “silent” when in the Sanctuary.
Large print bulletins (including hymns and scripture readings) are available from
the ushers. Photography during worship is discouraged, and flash is not permitted.
Please, no food or drink in the Sanctuary.
If your infant or child needs care or becomes too restless during the worship
service, you may leave the Sanctuary and return as you wish. Child care for infants
and children under four years old is available all morning. The nursery is in Room
159. We have a texting system to alert you if you are needed while in the worship
service. The ushers will be glad to help you.
Worship programs for children include: Godly Play for younger children (age 4 grade 1) during the 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services; The Worship Bridge for older
children (grades 2-5) at the 10:30 a.m. service, except on Communion Sunday.
Worship bags for children are at the ushers’ table in The Upper Commons. Please
return the bags as you leave. Green bags and bulletins for children ages three to
six (pre-readers); Purple bags and bulletins for children ages seven to twelve
(readers).
Feeling chilly during worship? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl handmade by
our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the Upper Commons near the
entrance to the Sanctuary. Please remember to return it on your way out.

If you are new to First Church
Please sign our Ritual of Friendship, the red pad in the pew.
Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month.
Disabled persons entrance is through the Main Entrance in the rear of the
building.
We invite you to attend the Discipleship Hour after the 10:30 a.m. worship
service for conversation and fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall.
New Member Class explores what it means to be part of First Church household.
This one session class scheduled on Sunday, October 14, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. is the
way to become a member. Please contact the church office if you plan to attend or
need childcare.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along
a prayer request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton
or Pastor Sue.
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