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First Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
Bright and early on New Year’s Eve, seven people from First Presbyterian 

departed for a journey to Puerto Rico, our congregation’s first-ever mission 

group to that U.S. Territory. Our church joins with a group from National Capital 

Presbytery, making a combined group of about 16 people. 

In Puerto Rico, the group will arrive in San Juan, and from there go to Añasco 

where they stay. From the host site for work-teams in Añasco, they will depart 

daily to participate in cleanup and reconstruction for local homes and the 

seminary there. On January 6, they will visit a church in the mountains to 

celebrate Three Kings Day (Epiphany) – dressing up as the Three Kings who 

visited the child Jesus, and taking gifts to local children. 

The host site, La Posada de Angeles (The Inn of Angels) is a ministry of the First 

Presbyterian Church in Añasco. They have a beautiful website with video and 

information. You can find it at www.laposadadeangeles.org. I highly recommend 

taking a look at this lovely website to understand this work!! 

The territory of Puerto Rico, with a population of 3.4 million, all U.S. citizens, was 

scrubbed by Hurricane Maria in September 2017. At the time the storm arrived, 

it was a high-ranking Level 4 storm with 155 mph winds. Water, Water 

Electricity, Transportation, Housing – all suffered significant damage, amplifying 

the damage caused by Hurricane Irma two weeks before. All 3.4 million residents 

lost electrical service, for one example. 

 
(Continued on page 8) 

is now available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County to be held Sunday, January 27, 2019 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service in the 

church sanctuary. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the Session and its Ministry Areas, to 

review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as required by the Book of Order, to receive the Session’s annual budget 

for the church, and to transact any other business properly coming before the Congregation. 

http://www.laposadadeangeles.org
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The 2019 Per Capita Apportionment  
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the 

Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 

member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in fully paying our 

congregation’s apportionment; we put the total amount in our operating budget every year for all our 

members – this year $20,902 

Some of our members regularly pay their “per capita” each year in addition to their 

regular giving. Thank you! Last year gifts like this paid for $5,837 of the $21,419 

apportionment! It’s a big help to the annual budget.  

Wouldn’t it be great if every member of the church made an additional contribution of 

his or her Per Capita apportionment? A contribution of $35.00 from every member 

would mean $20,902 which could be put to work in other ways for our congregation’s 

ministries this year. 

Dixieland Jazz Band 1994-2018 
Around 1994 some church members who had a love for Dixieland music got together just to have fun 

playing. That early group included Lyle , Jan and Paul and Howard . The group soon expanded to 

include many others. After a few years of playing together for church functions like the talent shows 

and summer picnics, the group decided to reach out to our greater community and bring Dixieland 

music to nursing homes and assisted living residences. Dixieland Jazz is happy, uplifting music and the 

band has been performing for the last 24 years. All good things must come to an end and the band had 

their last performance in 2018.  

Many thanks to the band members who have been involved through the years: 

Band Originator—The Rev. Lyle Buck 

Piano & Manager—Jan  

Bass—Paul  

Drums—Jim , Vaughn  

Trumpets—Russ , Paul , Courtenay  

Clarinets—Susan , Jane , Richard , Cathy , Teresa  

Trombones—Bob , Mike , John  

Saxophone—George  

Cornet—Howard  

Guitar—Mike  

To God be the Glory for the beautiful Dixieland Music this group has shared. 
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January 2019 Adult Church School Options 
Starting Sunday, January 6 

It’s always a good year to learn something more about faith, and explore our 

spiritual lives together. Be part of our wonderful Sunday Morning Adult 

Education Hour! Most courses last a month or two and then the options 

change, so there is always something for everyone! Everyone is invited to 

participate—young adults, middle adults, seasoned adults. 

NEW IN JANUARY 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion 

Barracoon by Zora Neale-Hurston 

facilitated by Paula and Erin  

January 6, 13, 20 & 27 — Room 258 

From the author of the classic Their Eyes Were Watching God comes a landmark publication – a never-

before-published work of the American experience. 

In 1927, Zora Neale Hurston traveled to Plateau, Alabama, to visit eighty-six-year-old Cudjo Lewis, a 

survivor of the Clotilda, the last slaver known to have made the transatlantic journey. Illegally brought to 

the United States, Cudjo was enslaved fifty years after the slave trade was outlawed. 

At the time, Cudjo was the only person alive who could recount this integral part of the nation’s history. 

As a cultural anthropologist, Hurston was eager to hear about these experiences firsthand. But the 

reticent elder didn’t always speak when she came to visit. Sometimes he would tend his garden, repair 

his fence, or appear lost in his thoughts. 

Hurston persisted, though, and during an intense three-month period, she and Cudjo communed over 

her gifts of peaches and watermelon, and gradually Cudjo, a poetic storyteller, began to share 

heartrending memories of his childhood in Africa; the attack by female warriors who slaughtered his 

townspeople; the horrors of being captured and held in the barracoons of Ouidah for selection by 

American traders; the harrowing ordeal of the Middle Passage aboard the Clotilda as “cargo” with more 

than one hundred other souls; the years he spent in slavery until the end of the Civil War; and finally his 

role in the founding of Africatown. 

Barracoon employs Hurston’s skills as both an anthropologist and a writer, and brings to life Cudjo’s 

singular voice, in his vernacular, in a poignant, powerful tribute to the disremembered and the 

unaccounted. This profound work is an invaluable contribution to our history and culture. 

This remarkable book reminds us that the days of slavery are not so far in the past of this country.  

All are welcome to join us. 

(continued on page 4) 

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 

is available at the Wake-Up Station on 

the second floor across from the Parlor. 

Get a cup of coffee and head to class! 

Please return the cups to the drop off 

bins. Enjoy! 



 

 

Student Ministry Events  
January 2019 

Saturday, January 5, 2019 

 Senior High Snow Ball 

 6:30 – 11:00 p.m. 

 No dates; No new dresses or jackets; 

Everyone dances with everyone!  

You must dress up! 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 

 SMLT Meeting 

Thursday, January 10, 2019 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

 Meeting with Parents  

about Mid-High Program 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 

 Senior High Fellowship & Dinner 

 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

 Healthy Relationships Class 

 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 24, 2019 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 

 Confirmation Class, 6:45 – 8:30 p.m. 
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Discussion Forum for Parents 

facilitated by parents of adult children 

January 6, 13, 20 & 27—Room 252 

Facing challenges as you parent your pre-teen or 

teenage children?  Please join us during the month of 

January to share ideas for effective parenting from a 

faith perspective. 

Each week, the facilitators will share a short article 

about a different concern parents and their children 

face. Participants will have time to read the article at 

the beginning of class and choose a point they’d like 

to discuss. The remainder of the time will be devoted 

to a whole group discussion of the topic in the article. 

The topics are not set in stone, but we might discuss 

topics such as these:  How do you respond when your 

children disappoint you? How do you help your 

children make healthy decisions about screen time? 

How do you approach difficult conversations about 

race and gender? What do you say if your children 

don’t want to come to church or say they no longer 

believe in God? 

Please join us as we search for answers together 

about how best to keep our children safe and 

grounded in a challenging world. 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR 

The Bible in Depth – Isaiah—facilitated by Doyle  

Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – 

Clark Parlor  

This lively conversational study is reading through the 

Old Testament. 

All are invited to jump right in! 

Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & 

post-college young adults 

Facilitated by Brian & Ann - Room 205 

Adult Church School 
(continued from page 3) 



 

 

VBS Save-the-Date! July 22-26, 2019 
In the midst of the winter weather, summer might seem far away. But, it’s 

never too early to start planning! Mark your calendars for the 2019 

Vacation Bible School at First Presbyterian during the week of  

July 22-26, 2019. And, please prayerfully consider what role you might 

play in supporting the program. We are looking for co-directors, teachers, 

teen helpers, and volunteers to help with general support.  

Talk to Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education, 

christianed@firstpreshc.org, if you have any questions. 
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More Christian Education News 

Calling All 5th to 7th Grade Parents! 
The Mid-High Program is in need of a “booster shot”. We need your thoughts, ideas and commitment in 

order to keep this program vital in our church life. Please join Morton, Virginia and Marla on Sunday, 

January 13th after the 10:30 service to brainstorm what we as a church family want this program to be. 

We have the youth, we just need to talk about what and how to continue this Mid-High program. 

Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
The annual Youth Ministry Spaghetti Lunch and Auction this year will be Sunday, February 24th, 

immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service. Can you help the youth prepare by donating gift certificates, 

getaways, a round of golf, tickets, or services? Could you stop by your favorite shop or restaurant to ask 

for a donation? Last year’s auction was very successful because of the congregation's generosity, and the 

youth and their parents very much appreciate your support. If you can donate auction items this year, 

please contact Kathy, Auction Coordinator, or Virginia Callegary, DCE. 

Mid & Senior Highs Looking ahead... 
Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 Souper Bowl of Caring—at both services 

 The youth will collect money on Super Bowl Sunday for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  

The money will benefit Grassroots/Cold Weather Shelter. 

 Senior High Super Bowl Party 

 6:00 p.m.—Location TBD, check your email/texts for information closer to the event. 

 Pick up at the end of the game 

Mark your calendars so you can attend! 
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Here are some upcoming events: 

 Sunday, January 6, 2019—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Discipleship & Caring Ministries, in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Sunday, January 13, 2019—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle, in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Sunday, January 20, 2019—New Member Appreciation—in the Upper Commons 

 Sunday, January 27, 2019—Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

 Everyone is invited every week following the 10:30 a.m. service! See you there! 

Fellowship Opportunities 

Hold the Date for the Chili Cook Off 
Bridges to Housing Stability 9th Annual “Hotter than Thou” Chili Cook Off 
 Sunday, April 7, 2019 at The Great Room at Historic Savage Mill 
 Participating congregations arrive at 11:00 a.m., Public festivities begin at 12 noon 
 The Chili Cook Off provides critical funds to support Bridges to Housing Stability  
 programs to help people on the verge of homelessness find and keep stable housing. 

In-house Chili Tasting at First Presbyterian 
 Get your chili recipes ready and watch for more details in First Day! and the February Tidings 

Mitten Tree 
The Deacons are asking for 

donations of new or very 

gently used hats, gloves, 

mittens, scarves, and warm socks for children 

and adults. These will be distributed to the less 

fortunate in our community. The collection runs 

from January 6 through February 3, 2019.  

The Mitten Tree will be located in the Upper 

Commons.  

Contact: Jean , Deacon, or the church office. 

Many Thanks from the Deacons 
Thank you to the Congregation, Caring Hands and Faithful 

Circle Quilters for participating in the Deacon’s Christmas 

Stocking/Tote Project. It was a huge success!  

There were 37 quilted bags filled for Head Start, 

25 stockings filled for The Salvation Army,  

and 51 quilted stockings filled for FIRN. 

Dear Church Family, 

I am so grateful for your prayers and concern through my surgery and 

continuing recovery. Your cards, flowers, and prayer shawl lifted my spirit and 

warmed my heart. I am so blessed to belong to the First Pres family of faith! 

 Yours in Christ,  
 Ginny  

News from the Deacons 



 

 

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Dinner 

Thank you to all the Ruth Circle (W)rappers who made it possible  
for us to give 4 books to each of the children in Head Start.  

They looked beautiful! 
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The Wrappers 

Presbyterian Women are Reaching Out! 

Valentine’s Day Care Packages 
Send a care package to a college student or young adult this Valentine’s Day! Whether your loved one is in 

college, the military, taking a gap year, or just living and working away from home, let’s show them that 

First Presbyterian is thinking of them. Ruth Circle will be packing and mailing care packages the week of 

January 27th. If you would like to mail a package, email Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, the Name 

and Complete Mailing Address of the person by Wednesday January 23rd. The cost is $15.00, send payment 

to Caroline Smith - by check made out to “First Presbyterian of Howard County”, or cash. If you would like 

to donate items for the packages clearly mark them as “Ruth Circle Valentines” and place them in the food 

donation box in the Lower Commons by Sunday January 27th. Please consider donating candy, post-its, 

pens, microwave popcorn, snack-pack cookies, fruit gummies, peanut butter crackers, purse-sized tissues, 

granola bars, poptarts, hot chocolate, tea or coffee packets, or other small snack foods or school supplies. If 

you would like to donate gift cards to Starbucks, Target, or similar to include in the packages, please contact 

Sharon or the church office to arrange delivery. If you have any other questions, contact Sharon or the 

church office.  

Donations will be collected through Sunday, January 7, 2019. Thank you so much for your donations! 
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The Green Page 

Environmental legislation is a collection of laws and regulations aimed at protecting the environment from 

harmful actions. The Congressional Research Service has identified 50 bills on the environment in the 115th 

Congress, in 2017 through 2018. Many of these bills would expand the effects of existing laws, while many 

would limit their effects. While some of these bills were enacted into law, the 116th Congress will have many 

of these bills (and new bills) to consider when then convene in 2019. This will offer to citizens concerned with 

the health of the environment the opportunity to follow the progress of legislation, and to advocate for 

effective environmental laws in the new year with a new Congress. 

However, while more attention is given to legislative activity in Congress, state legislatures are increasing 

their interest in policy concerning the environment. They are considering legislation on a number of related 

issues, such as greenhouse gas emissions limits, responses to federal greenhouse gas reduction rules, carbon 

capture and sequestration, and climate adaptation. The choices states make in this area could have major 

effects on the environment. In Maryland, the General Assembly is the state legislature, consisting of the 

Maryland Senate, with 47 representatives, and the Maryland House of Delegates, with 141 representatives. 

The General Assembly meets each year for 90 days, and members of both houses serve four-year terms.  

The 2018 General Assembly session concluded their 4-year term with progress on the environment, including 

banning fracking, climate change, and increasing renewable energy.  However, some important bills on the 

environment died in committee or got watered down, with the General Assembly missing the opportunity to 

increase renewable energy, ban Styrofoam, and protect Maryland’s forests. 

Therefore, as we look forward to a new Congress and General Assembly, as people interested in the 

environment, we should be prepared to press our elected officials to pass important legislation in 2019 to 

protect the Nation’s and Maryland’s air, land, water, and people. 

~Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as 
more attractive and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each 
month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care 
for and honor God's amazing creation. 

Environmental Legislation in 2018 and 2019 

First Puerto Rico Mission Trip (continued from page 1) 

The response to assist Puerto Rico in the aftermath of the storm has been famously criticized and counter-

criticized. In spite of the political finger-pointing, the work of recovery continues. We are going there to 

help and to do what we can do. 

We owe thanks to the people of the work team, representing our church. We owe special thanks to Pat for 

utilizing his connections with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to open this opportunity for us. And we are 

grateful to National Capital Presbytery for including us in this response.  

This is a new journey for our congregation! Please join by:  (1) praying for the people of Puerto Rico and their 

efforts at recovery, (2) learning more about this part of the United States and the needs and issues of this 

island, (3) follow along and learn from the Mission Team’s reports when they return. 

Happy New Year to All! 

Morton Read more:  www.laposadadeangeles.org,  https://ncpdrn.carrd.co/#info 

http://www.laposadadeangeles.org
https://ncpdrn.carrd.co/#info
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THE EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Tenth Anniversary Season 

A Decade of Listening, Learning and Acting 

Sunday afternoon, January 13, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

presents 

Speaking Out for Creation 
Maryland Legislative Briefing 

The Maryland faith community has a special opportunity to speak out for Creation in 

Annapolis this legislative season. Join Interfaith Power & Light, Interfaith Partners for the 

Chesapeake, and The Earth Forum to prepare for 2019! 

We are delighted to welcome as our keynote speaker 

Delegate Eric Ebersole 
State Delegate for Maryland’s 12th Legislative District 

Following the keynote, we'll hear an overview of three priority bills: 
• Maryland Clean Energy Jobs Act,  
 with Avery Davis, Interfaith Power and Light  
• The Styrofoam Ban,  
 with Jodi Rose, Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 
• Maryland Green and Healthy Amendment,  
 with Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin 

Emphasis Action Groups will give us the opportunity to dive deeper into these three priority bills 
and connect as advocacy networks. 

The Earth Forum of Howard County calls together Earth activists, faith communities, government 
agencies and interested individuals for civil and informed discussion of climate change, sustainable 
living and developing communities of cooperation through education ideas and actions to touch 
hearts for the majesty of creation.  

The Earth Forum is open to all interested persons, and is free. 

Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers—call 410-730-3545 for more information. 

Contact earthforum@firstpreshc.org 

See us on Facebook or See www.facebook.com/EarthForumHowardCounty 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 
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Cold Weather Shelter 
Monday, February 4 through 
Monday, February 18, 2019 

The Cold Weather Shelter is a joint venture among 

Grassroots Crisis Center, the Howard County 

Government and 16 Howard County churches and 

synagogues. For 18 weeks from November through 

March, 20-25 homeless men, women, and children are 

housed and fed from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. nightly. We 

have hosted 1 week old infants and 70 year old veterans. 

Most congregations host the guests for a week; we host 

them for 2 weeks. Our guests will be with us each night 

from Monday evening, February 4 through Monday 

morning, February 18, 2019. As always, we will need 

lots of help with preparation on Sunday, February 3 after 

church, set up on the afternoon of Monday, February 4, 

take down on the morning of February 18, daily cleaning 

of the shelter, daily laundry, evening hosts, overnight 

hosts, dinner preparers, and emergency coverage during 

the day in the event of a blizzard.  

For any questions, please talk to Margot, Becky, Woody 

Collins or the church office. No experience necessary! 

For more information, see the sign up board in the 

Lower Commons.  

The following items are being requested for donation by 
Grassroots:  
 Twin sheets, flat and fitted (gently used ok) 
 Pillowcases (gently used ok) 
 Towels and washcloths (gently used ok) 
 New pillows  
 New underwear (especially larger sizes),  

boxers preferred for men  
 Deodorant Shaving cream 
 Razors  
 Lip balm  
 Feminine hygiene products  
 Hand cream  
 Tissues  

Mission Opportunities 

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS! 

January — Double Up 

The Board of Deacons’ wants to increase our 

church’s food donations in January to battle 

back against hunger in Howard County. 

Winter is here in earnest and too many of 

our neighbors are choosing between food 

and fuel. Let’s redouble our efforts this 

month—give not just one can but two or 

more. Demonstrate in a very tangible way 

that the joy of giving isn’t just for a specific 

date on the calendar. 

These are the most requested items from the 

Howard County Food Bank: 

○ Baby Foods 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Cereal 

○ Evaporated Milk 

○ Oatmeal 

○ Pasta 

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Rice 

○ Spaghetti Sauce 

○ Infant Formula 

○ Baby & Toddler Foods 

Please leave your contribution in the wooden 

“Just One Can” bin in the Upper Commons. 

As always, the generous support of the 

congregation is greatly appreciated. 

Please place items in the box in the  
Lower Commons by the sign up board.  

 Please do NOT donate any used clothes, 
including coats 
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Thanks to all for a successful 9th Annual Alternative Gift Fair 

The 9th Annual Alternative Gift Fair was a HUGE success! Alternative gifts totaling $4454.50 were made in the 

form of donations to fourteen charitable projects. More than 70 children, youth, and college-aged young 

adults shopped and wrapped their more than 400 fairly-traded gifts in the Children’s Corner; the younger 

shoppers were assisted by very capable shopping helpers. The fairly-traded merchandise from SERRV and the 

Pala Village Market was a big hit with adults, too. The purchase of 415 items will have a very real impact on 

the lives of the artisans who created them. Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, and olive oil practically flew out 

the door along with amazing baked goods from the PW bake sale.  

The organizers thank everyone who volunteered, shopped, or helped spread the word about the event. 

There were a lot of first-time shoppers and shoppers from outside the First Pres community, so it’s obvious 

that the word got out to family, friends and co-workers. Special thanks to the volunteers who stayed longer 

than originally planned or stepped in whenever and wherever they saw a need. The generosity of the First 

Pres family was on display on many levels throughout the Fair. Watch for a bulletin board display in January 

with details of the charitable donations.  

And mark your calendars:  Next year’s Alternative Gift Fair will be held December 7-8, 2019. 
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In All Things Give Thanks! 

Thank you Notes  

from Hebrew Congregations 

Sue and Morton, 

Baltimore Hebrew Congregation, Rabbi Sachs-

Kohen, Cantor Ellerin and I would like to thank you 

for the warm and lovely cards and notes we 

received from the First Presbyterian Church of 

Howard County.  Your recognition of the shared 

horror and sorrow following the attack on Tree of 

Life Congregation in Pittsburgh was truly 

appreciated.  

The support of fellow clergy and congregations has 

meant a great deal to us and to Baltimore Hebrew 

Congregation.  Especially in our shared blessing of 

having Jimmy as part of our congregations, we 

appreciate hearing from your congregation. 

May your family be blessed with a wonderful 

Thanksgiving. 

Andy 
Rabbi Andrew Busch 
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 
 

Dear Pastors Harris, 

Thank you for your kind and thoughtful notes of 
solidarity which was so touching. I look forward to 
having an opportunity for our congregations to get to 
know each other better and to build mutually 
respectful and supportive relationships.  

With prayers for peace in our times, 

Rabbi Susan Grossman 
Beth Shalom Congregation, Columbia, Maryland 

Dear Morton and Sue, 

Thank you and your entire Church for your cover 
letter and all the statements of faith and support that 
you sent to Bet Aviv. Your package arrived late for 
our November Board meeting, but it will be shared 
with our faith community in early December. 

I reported to Pittsburgh October 28-31st on behalf of 
Disaster Spiritual Care with the American Red Cross. 
It was a devastating deployment for me, despite the 
twenty years of such reporting to disasters. 

I wish you and your Church a blessed Advent and 
Christmas. 

Gratefully,  
Rabbi Seth Bernstein 
Bet Aviv—The Meeting Place, Columbia, Maryland 
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The NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting 

suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming 

year to serve the church. We need members willing 

to serve as Elders, Youth Elder, Deacons,  

Youth Deacon, Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee 

Members, Nominating Committee Members  

(for next year), and a Financial Secretary. 

This is an open, but confidential nominating process 

whereby the NOMINATING COMMITTEE will present 

a slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation 

for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be 

submitted to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE directly 

and it is the NOMINATING COMMITTEE’s 

responsibility to speak with potential candidates. 

Members of the congregation should not ask 

someone to serve. 

 

Suggestions for leaders can be: 

1. Emailed directly to the NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE, NomCom@firstpres.org  

2. Suggested by filling out the form below, placing 

it in a sealed envelope marked NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE, and mailing it to the church office 

or placing it in church mailbox 102.  

3. Contacting a NOMINATING COMMITTTEE 

member directly. 

This year’s NOMINATING COMMITTEE consists of: 

Alex (Elder, Chair), Estelene (Elder), Blessing 

(Deacon), Steve, Phil, Sequoyah, Margot (Members-

at-Large), and Morton Harris, ex-officio and Sue 

Lowcock Harris, ex-officio. 

THANK YOU for your suggestions! 

A Word from our Nominating Committee 

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE 

 Candidate Name ______________________________ 

 Suggested by _________________________________ 

 NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest 
yourself. 

 Position Suggested For: 

    ANY 

   ELDER 

   DEACON 

   PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

   NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year) 

   FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

THANK YOU! 



 

 

Sanctuary Flowers for 2019 
Would you like to help put flowers in the Sanctuary? 

There are two ways you can help… 

1. If you want to give money… 

 Look at the Flower Chart on the window of the Church Office 

 Choose a Sunday and sign up.  

(there is a limit of two arrangements  

each week) 

 You will be contacted for the dedication information for your flowers. 

 The donation is $35.00. 

2. If you want to give time… 

 You can be a flower arranger. 

 Contact Jan Agazio or the Church Office. 

 You can sign up for as many Sundays as you like. 

 On Saturday you will obtain flowers  

(the church has an account at The Flower Basket). 

 Arrange the flowers using the vases in the kitchenette in Lyle Buck Hall. 

 Place the flowers on the flower shelf in the sanctuary. 

You can do both!  

Contact Jan or the church office. 
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Session Meetings 2018-2019 
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2019:  January 22, February 26, Thursday, March 21, April 23, May 28,  

Session Retreat—Saturday, June 22; August 27 

Baptized on  

Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Ilene Renee  

De-Greening the Sanctuary 

Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

Come for a fun morning to take down Christmas 

decorations with your church family! 
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Tidings February 2019 Issue 2  

 

 

is Thursday, January 10th 

To be mailed Wednesday, January 30th 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and save some 

trees and money! Thank you to many 

who have signed up already!  

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:  

In the event of snow, ice or other severe 

weather, on Sundays, the Home Page of the 

church website, and the church answering 

machine will have a special message to inform 

you whether worship services or other 

activities have been changed or canceled. The 

decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal 

to notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio and 

WJZ TV) and to put a message on the church 

answering machine and church website, 

www.firstpreshc.org by 7:00 a.m. Call the 

church office at 410-730-3545 for updated 

messages. 

The Church Office and Building will be 

closed on Monday, January 21, 2019 

in observance of  

Co-Pastors’ Contact Info 

Morton and Sue’s cell phone numbers & emails: 

Morton:  443-824-3768, mharris@firstpreshc.org 

Sue:  443-824-4305, sharris@firstpreshc.org 

Help Needed 
Our Church Sexton, Woody Collins, will be on vacation 

January 17-22, 2019. Volunteers are needed to help clean 

bathrooms, vacuum, help with kitchen events, open and 

close building, and numerous other duties.  

Please contact the church office, 

410-730-3545, if you are available 

to help. Thank you in advance! 

#1 Blog Post in 2018 
Congratulations to our Director of Christian Education, 

Virginia Callegary, who wrote a blog for NEXT Church 

entitled, “What Your Christian Educator Wants You to 

Know.” The blog was published this past August and was 

the #1 most popular NEXT Church blog post for 2018. 

Way to go Virginia! We are so proud of you! If you would 

like to read the post go to:  https://nextchurch.net/eight-

things-christian-educator-wants-you-know/  



 

 

 
 
 

January 6 
Epiphany | Communion 

Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 
Drawn to the Light 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

January 13 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7 & Luke 3:15-18, 21-22 
Pass Through the Waters 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

 
 
 

January 20 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 & John  2:1-11 
A Little Encouragement 

Preaching:  Morton & Sue Lowcock Harris 

January 27 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Nehemiah 8:1-10 & Luke 4:14-21 

Yesterday and Today 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

January 2019 
Issue 1 web version 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, January 10, 2019 by 9:00 a.m. for February 2019 Issue 2 

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

January 2019 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 

2019—A Year Worth Celebrating 




