
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 9, 2019 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR TODAY 
TODAY:  Sunday, June 9 – Power of the Picnic 
There is nothing more pleasant than a lazy picnic with friends. 
Today is that day! Rejoice in fellowship, table games, and food. 
Dance down to Lyle Buck Hall after the second service.  
Suggested Donation:  Adults $4 and Children $2 

Next week:  Sunday, June 16 – Lifesaver Dad Day 

Dads, we celebrate all the ways you keep us afloat. See Dad smile while savoring 
lifesavers (say that 5 times quickly!). 
Everyone is invited, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service!  

LITURGIST:  John (10:00) 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Ushers & Greeters:  Margot (9:00); Chrissy (10:00); Tech 
Crew:  Laura, Laura, Jonathan  

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST adorning the sanctuary are given to the glory of 
God by Jan, Jim, Victoire, Elaine, Ed & Catherine, Sarah, Elaine, Barbara, Phil & 
Hilda, Melanie, Natalie and Geoff, Morton and Sue, Alice & Gus, Joan, Gloria, 
Tracy, Doria, Doyle & Ellen, With thanks from Nancy for her Secret Pal, Kathy, 
Tina, Brett & Janet, Martin & Caroline, Pat, Lynne and Family, The Thornhill 
Family, Margot, The Woods Family, Lucy, The Yuran Family. 

TODAY WE ORDAIN AND INSTALL THE RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS,  
at the 10:00 a.m. service, who will be serving in the Class of 2022 and 2020.  
Ruling Elders:  Kathy, Clarence, Sharon, Doria, Olivia, Margot, Chuck.  
Deacons:  Luke, Elaine, Evelyn, Carol, Kellianne, Genevieve. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service. 

THE PENTECOST OFFERING is traditionally received on the day of Pentecost, 
today Sunday, June 9. It provides a direct way to meet the needs of children at 
risk, youth, and young adults. Congregations are encouraged to keep 40 percent 
of the Offering to support ministries benefiting these age groups in their 
communities. The General Assembly’s portion (60 percent) provides leadership 
development opportunities for Presbyterian youth and young adults and 
supports children-at-risk programs at the national level. Since 1998, 
Presbyterians of all ages have raised more than $8 million for these ministries 
that benefit younger members of God’s family. 
 
 
 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 9, 2019 

Please pray for:  Emmanuel, Mispa, Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Paula, Reva, 
Morton, Mil, Blondelle, Robb, Jim, Ginny and Steve, Paul, Doris, Martin, Shirley, 
Shirley  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Joan, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Lindee, Phil, Tim, Emily, David  
Upcoming Surgery:  Saverio  
Bereaved:  Judy, Sarah, Toran; Carolyn, Scott & Kaye  
Care Center:  Marvin, Beth 
Recovering from Surgery:  Patience, Maggie, Jonathan  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 
Pride Month Prayer Request:  This week we pray for the LGBTQIA+ community, 
which experiences increased incidents of mental health issues, substance abuse 
and suicide. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
Columba, (December 7, 521 – June 9, 597) was a forceful Irish monk who, with twelve 
of his friends, rowed across the Irish Sea in a wooden and leather boat (called a 
coracle) and founded an abbey on the island of Iona in 563. The Iona Abbey became 
a model for the crucial roles that monastic communities played in the Middle Ages – 
functioning as a library of learning, museum of art, model of peace, hostel for the 
homeless, orphanage for the displaced, and hospice for the sick. Iona was the center 
of Columba’s mission, but the monks of Iona were not static. Columba turned the 
Iona Abbey into a school for missionaries. He and his brothers-in-Christ are 
responsible for the evangelization of large parts of Scotland the north of England. 
Columba’s reputation as a holy man enabled him to serve as a diplomat among the 
tribes, and his community on Iona became an important center of European 
Christianity. He was a renowned man of letters, and is credited with transcribing over 
200 manuscripts. He died on Iona and was buried in the Abbey. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we pray 
for Botswana, Zimbabwe. Pray for: 

 Thanksgiving for efforts that have been made to stem the spread of HIV and 
AIDS and to treat those affected; 

 Stable economies that enable all people to prosper and live in justice and 
peace; 

 The biodiversity and animals present in these lands, and measures to preserve 
them. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2019 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Good Shepherd Church in Joppa – Keith Roberts, Pastor 
 Govans Church in Baltimore City – Tom Harris, Pastor 

As we receive the Pentecost Offering today, we pray for ministries which affect the 
lives of children and youth. Our congregation works directly on behalf of young 
people in these ministries:  Head Start, the Guatemala Scholarship Program, our 
own Church School, Vacation Bible School, and Youth Fellowship programs. 



WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

THE PENTECOST BANNERS in the sanctuary depict the “tongues of fire,” God’s 
original Pentecost symbol, giving visual weight to this significant event in the 
church year. The scripture is from Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:17-21. It appears on 
the banners as broken words symbolizing the speaking in tongues. The banners 
are after the design inspired by Dean Heetderks, the art director of Reformed 
Worship, March 2008. 

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation values inclusion and 
affirmation across faith experiences, racial identity, sexual orientation, gender 
expressions, and cultural backgrounds. To that end, we will be observing Pride 
Month during the month of June, culminating in Pride Sunday on June 23. Watch 
Tidings and First Day for events offered both by First Church and the community. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City, the 
beginning of a movement seeking full equality and protection under the law for 
all LGBTQIA+ people. The PC(USA) is openly committed to fully including and 
involving LGBQIA+ congregants in the life of the church including sharing in 
church leadership, baptism and communion, and the right to marry. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR FIRST WORSHIP 
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during First 
Worship. Here are some ways you can assist them:  

 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship 

 Read the Scripture Lesson 

 Pour the water 

 Help the ushers greet and take the offering 
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant. 
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign 
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship 
Assistant this summer. 

SUNDAY EVENING QUIET TIME, First Sunday of the Month, Sanctuary  
Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 7:15 p.m.  
For more info contact:  Jimmy Galdieri, Director of Music Ministries 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

 

 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR SUE 
9:30 – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week – in the Parlor 
Scenes from the Life of Elijah. This is the last week before summer break. 
Everyone welcome! 

SUMMER BIG READ with Pastor Sue 
Sunday, June 30, July 14, 28 at 11:15 a.m. 
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
By Walter Brueggmann. (2015:  Westminster John Knox.) 
In four brief chapters, Brueggmann, a renowned Biblical scholar, invites us into 
conversation about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism. 
Books are available from Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Summer Trips 
  Middle School Conference at Massanetta - Tuesday-Friday, July 16-19 
  Presbyterian Youth Triennium - Monday-Saturday, July 15-20 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
Who Is My Neighbor? – Learning to Love Like Jesus 
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders 
Registration open through July 7 — Cost:  $10 per child 
Register at firstpreshc.org/vbs 
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpershc.org 
Interested in volunteering? Go to firstpreshc.org/vbs  

ATTENTION FAMILIES - TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS! 
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever  
we go but sometimes that isn’t so easy. Starting Sunday, June 16, pick up a “Take 
Out Church” box from the Welcome Center before your vacation to help you stay 
connected with God and your church while you are away.  
The take out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth and 
contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool family 
devotional. Pick one up NEXT Sunday, June 16, and take First Presbyterian Church 
on vacation with you this summer! 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
June 9 – September 1, 2019 

9:00 a.m.—First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson—especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone is welcome! 
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The 
whole church gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers 
and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS starting Sunday, June 23. 
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE Thursday, June 13, 2019 for the July/August Issue #7.  
All articles pertaining to activities in July, August and early September should be 
included. This will be the only newsletter this summer. Please send your articles 
to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Thank you. 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS RETURNS:  You are invited to bring flowers cut from 
your own garden to worship on the following Sundays: June 23, July 14 and 
August 11. See Tidings June 2019 Issue 6 for more details. 

TINO’S FUNDRAISER 
Sunday, June 23, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Join your church family, invite friends and go to Brunch at Tino’s Italian Bistro & 
Wine Bar, 8775 Centre Park Dr, Columbia, MD. Proceeds will go to the rehabbing 
of the Woodland Chapel and Gardens. 

CALENDAR DAY is Wednesday, June 26 at 7:00 p.m. in room 258. All Ministry 
Areas and Committees are advised to attend to plan the church’s program year 
for 2019-2020. Please send dates in advance to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

FEELING CHILLY DURING WORHSIP? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl 
handmade by ladies in our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the 
Upper Commons near the entrance to the sanctuary. Please remember to return 
it on your way out. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS 
Tuesday, June 11—7:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 

Super Tuesday Meetings 

Tuesday, June 18—7:00 p.m. 

Deacons Meeting 

Saturday, June 22—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Session Conference/Retreat Day at Church  

All new and serving Session members 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Summer Worship Schedule 

Every Sunday 
Through September 1, 2019 

9:00 a.m. First Worship 
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. service 
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

Sunday, June 9th 
DAY OF PENTECOST 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS 
SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
PRIDE MONTH 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Church Picnic 
 11:30 a.m. Conversations on Race 
 1:00 p.m. Guatemala Trip Orientation Meeting 

Monday, June 10th 
 7:00 p.m. Guatemala Leadership Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 11th 
SUPER TUESDAY 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Christian Education 
  Discipleship & Caring Ministries 
  Mission 
  Strengthening the Church 

Wednesday, June 12th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 6:30 p.m. Baltimore Presbytery Cuba Team 
 7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel Meeting 

Thursday, June 13th 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE 
 7:00 a.m. WAM Ministry Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Friday, June 14th 

 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, June 15th 

 9:00 a.m. Church Work Day 

Sunday, June 16th 
TRINITY SUNDAY 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
PRIDE MONTH 
FATHER’S DAY 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. for the July/August 2019 Issue #7. 



 

LGBTQIA+ Pride is the positive stance against discrimination and violence 
toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA+) people to promote their self-affirmation, dignity, equal rights, to 
increase their visibility as a social group, build community, and to celebrate 
the diversity of our identities. At First, we observe Pride as a means for us to 
expand our concepts of being a welcoming and inclusive congregation. The Social 
Justice and Peacemaking Team will be exploring how we use language to affirm 
and welcome those from the LGBTQIA+ community.  We hope you use this guide to 
meditate, to contemplate, or to study the different aspects of the life of the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 
 

R e f l e c t  

Mary Oliver (Sept 10, 1935-Jan 17, 2019) was an American, Pulitzer Prize winning poet.  
Her poems center on the themes of nature, self-reflection, and self-discovery.  Many of 
her poems have been read and reflected upon in our church and by many other 
denominations.  Mary Oliver was also a member of the LGBTQIA+ community. She and 
her partner Molly Malone Cook, a photographer, were together for forty-one years.  

Mornings at Blackwater  
by Mary Oliver 
 

For years, every morning, I drank 

from Blackwater Pond. 

It was flavored with oak leaves and also, no doubt, 

the feet of ducks. 

And always it assuaged me 

from the dry bowl of the very far past. 

What I want to say is 

that the past is the past, 

and the present is what your life is, 

and you are capable 

of choosing what that will be, 

darling citizen. 

So come to the pond, 

or the river of your imagination, 

or the harbor of your longing, 

and put your lips to the world. 

And live 

your life. 

 

LGBTQ+ and PC(USA)  His tory  
 

1967 | The United Presbyterian Church USA--a predecessor to the PC(USA)--adopts 1962 

translation of the Heidelberg Catechism. In it, an erroneous and bias translation of 
Question 87, inconsistent with the original German text, inserts “… none who are guilty of 
… the homosexual perversion…will possess the Kingdom of God”.  (See 2008-2010, and 
2010-2011).  

1969 | On June 28, 1969, the Stonewall Riots break out  
 

 

F i rs t ’s  Guide to  LGBTQIA+ Pr ide  



 
 

 

 

1974 | David Bailey Sindt, at General Assembly (GA) meeting, holds up a sign reading “Is 

anybody else out there gay?”  Thus, began the More Light Movement which strove for 
the full inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community in the church. 
 

1978 | The GA approved statement that “homosexuality is not God’s wish for 

humanity…unrepentant homosexual practice does not accord with the requirements for 
ordination”.  
 

1978-1980 | The UPCUSA and the PCUS adopt the position that ordained persons in the 

church must live faithfully in marriage or be chaste in singleness.  This precluded the 
ordination of LGBTQ+ persons. Many congregations continue to ordain and to welcome 
LGBTQ+ persons in defiance of this statement. 
 

1980s |  The HIV/AIDS epidemic breaks out, mainly impacting the lives of poor, LGBTQ, 

racial minorities. Presbyterians are active in seeking just treatment for those infected, as 
well as for their friends and family. 
 

1980-1990 |  Scott Anderson is ordained.  His ordination is set aside after he is outed by 

congregation.  
 

1983 |  On June 10th the UPCUSA and the PCUS merge to form the PC(USA). 
 

 

1994-1997 |  Inspired by the guidance of its predecessors, the PC(USA) ratifies 

“Amendment B”, restrictively defining marriage between a man and a woman and 
excluding LGBTQ+ persons from ordination.  In response, the Covenant Network of 
Presbyterians forms and the More Light Movement formalizes. 
 

1996 |  Congress overrides presidential veto in order to pass the Defense of Marriage Act 

(DOMA) defining marriage as a union between one man and one woman. 
 

2001 |  The GA forms “Theological Task for on the Peace, Unity and Purity of the 

Church”. One of the issues that the task force examines is “Sexuality and Ordination.” The 
final report is approved by the 217th GA in 2006. 
 
 

2004 |  An overture to approve the Belhar Confession for adoption was approved.  There 

is speculation as to whether the American context of this confession has any relation to 
the LGBTQ+ stance of the PC(USA) at the time. 
 

2006 |  The 217th GA in Birmingham makes seven recommendations centering around 

the issue of LGBTQ+ persons inclusion in the PC(USA). 
 

2008-2010 |  The process for correcting the improper translation of the 1962 

“translation” of Question 87 (that added homosexuality to its lists of sins), from the 
Heidelberg Catechism, was begun.   
 

2010-2011 |  On July 8, 2010, the GA approved ordination of partnered gays and 

lesbians. By May 2011, a majority of Presbyteries had ratified the amendment to the 
Book of Order.  Immediately after, the Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyteries was 
formed, breaking from the PC(USA). 
 

2014-2015 |  The 221st GA voted to allow same-gender marriage in 2014.  The 

Amendment was passed by a majority of Presbyteries in 2015. 
 

2015 |  Obergefell v. Hodges.  In a 5-4 ruling, the Supreme Court ruled that all fifty states 

must recognize and perform same-sex marriages and granted same-sex spouses the same 
rights and privileges as heterosexual spouses. 
 

2018 |  The 223rd General Assembly voted to affirm its commitment to full welcome, 

acceptance, and inclusion of transgender people, gender non-binary people, and all 
gender identities/expressions within the full life of the church.  The GA lamented “that 
the policies of the PC(USA) have caused gifted, faithful, LGBTQIA+ Christians to leave the 
Presbyterian church so that they could find a more welcoming place to serve, as they 
have been gifted and called by the Spirit.” 
 

WE WRITE THE NEXT PAGES OF OUR HISTORY…THE STORY HAS NOT ENDED! 

 

L G B T Q +  a n d  P C ( U S A )  H i s t o r y  ( c o n t ’ d . )  


