
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 16, 2019 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR  
TODAY:  Sunday, June 16 – Lifesaver Dad Day 
Dads, we celebrate all the ways you keep us afloat.  
See Dad smile while savoring lifesavers (say that 5 times quickly!). 

Next week:  Sunday, June 23 – Lemonade on the Lawn Returns 
Meet us under the tree on the front lawn for lemonade and fellowship. 
Let’s LOL on LOL.   
Translation:  Let’s joke the summer away. Bring your joke/riddle to our joke jar to 
help us laugh out loud at Lemonade in the Lawn. We will feature them 
throughout the summer. 

Everyone is invited, every week, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service!  

LITURGIST:  Humaira (10:00) 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT AT FIRST WORSHIP:  Peter  

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Ushers & Greeters:  Sara (9:00); Margot (10:00);  
Tech Crew:  Laura, Barry, Sara  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Marla and Jim in loving 
memory of Bethany; and by Melanie in celebration of her wonderful son, 
Davey’s birthday. 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM, at the 10:00 a.m. service, 
for Maame, daughter of Kwaku and Jemima. 

TODAY WE SEND OUT:  Olivia and Brian who will be enablers at Massanetta 
Middle School Conferences in June and July. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service. 

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation values inclusion and 
affirmation across faith experiences, racial identity, sexual orientation, gender 
expressions, and cultural backgrounds. To that end, we will be observing Pride 
Month during the month of June, culminating in Pride Sunday on June 23. Watch 
Tidings and First Day for events offered both by First Presbyterian Church and the 
community. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City, the 
beginning of a movement seeking full equality and protection under the law for 
all LGBTQIA+ people. The PC(USA) is openly committed to fully including and 
involving LGBTQIA+ congregants in the life of the church including sharing in 
church leadership, baptism and communion, and the right to marry. 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 16, 2019 
Please pray for:  Emmanuel, Mispa, Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Paula, Reva, 
Mil, Blondelle, Robb, Ginny and Steve, Paul, Doris, Martin, Shirley, Shirley  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Lindee, Tim, Emily, David  
Bereaved:  Judy, Sarah, Toran; Carolyn, Scott & Kaye  
Care Center:  Marvin, Jim, Beth  
Recovering from Surgery:  Victoire, Saverio, Maggie, Jonathan  
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Liz and Drew, in the death of her 
mother, Ann, on June 4, 2019. 
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 
Pride Month Prayer Request:  This week we pray for LGBTQIA+ persons in the 
global community who are severely and strategically persecuted by their 
governments. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
The Rev. Don Stroud, was ordained in 1975 by Mecklenburg (now Charlotte) 
Presbytery in North Carolina, and served as a pastor in several churches until 
June 1999, when he accepted a call to become the Minister of Outreach and 
Reconciliation with That All May Freely Serve Baltimore – a consortium of five 
churches comprising Brown Memorial Park Avenue, First and Franklin, Govans, 
Light Street in Baltimore, and St. John United in Columbia. When Don came to 
Baltimore, he was the first openly gay pastor in our presbytery. He was able to 
continue serving as an ordained minister because he was ordained three years 
before the church added a prohibition to the Book of Order against installing gay 
clergy in church ministries. Since he was ordained before the ban went into 
effect, Don was not affected by it. An elder from a presbytery in southern 
California filed charges against him and charged him with heresy. Cases that 
come before the Permanent Judicial Commission are usually held in confidence 
but Stroud waved his right to confidentiality. An investigating commission was 
formed, with the result that Baltimore Presbytery’s PJC refused to bring Stroud to 
trial. The Rev. T. Webster Brenner was serving on the PJC at the time. This 
brought several years of administrative review by the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 
of the affairs of Baltimore Presbytery. Don retired in 2012. We are grateful for 
Don’s ministry and witness with us. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we pray 
for Malawi, Zambia. Pray for: 

 Greater food security for those most vulnerable, especially in times of climate 
change; 

 An end to political and economic corruption; 

 Rising standards of living, particularly for those most poor. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2019 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Grace Church in Baltimore City – Tanya Wade, Pastor 
 Granite Church in Woodstock – Terrence Alspaugh, Pastor 
 Grove Church in Aberdeen – David Bleivik, Interim Pastor 



WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

THE PENTECOST BANNERS in the sanctuary depict the “tongues of fire,” God’s 
original Pentecost symbol, giving visual weight to this significant event in the 
church year. The scripture is from Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:17-21. It appears on 
the banners as broken words symbolizing the speaking in tongues. The banners 
are after the design inspired by Dean Heetderks, the art director of Reformed 
Worship, March 2008. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR FIRST WORSHIP 
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during First 
Worship. Here are some ways you can assist them:  

 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship 

 Read the Scripture Lesson 

 Pour the water 

 Help the ushers greet and take the offering 
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant. 
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign 
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship 
Assistant this summer. 

SUNDAY EVENING QUIET TIME, First Sunday of the Month, Sanctuary  
Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE - through September 1, 2019 
9:00 a.m.—First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson—especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone is welcome! 
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The 
whole church gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers 
and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

CAMPAIGN FOR LOL! 
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS starting NEXT Sunday, June 23. 
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org. 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUMMER BIG READ with Pastor Sue 
Sunday, June 30, July 14, 28 at 11:15 a.m. 
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
By Walter Brueggmann. (2015:  Westminster John Knox.) 
In four brief chapters, Brueggmann, a renowned Biblical scholar, invites us into 
conversation about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism. 
Books are available from Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Youth Game Nights – Mid-Highs and Senior Highs 
  Wednesdays, June 19 and 26, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 Summer Trips 
  Middle School Conference at Massanetta - Tuesday-Friday, July 16-19 
  Presbyterian Youth Triennium - Monday-Saturday, July 15-20 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
Who Is My Neighbor? – Learning to Love Like Jesus 
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders 
Registration open through July 7 — Cost:  $10 per child 
Register at firstpreshc.org/vbs 
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpreshc.org 
Interested in volunteering? Email vbs@firstpreshc.org 

VBS VOLUNTEER MEETING 
Sunday, July 7th at 11:00 a.m. 
All adult volunteers are encouraged to attend this VBS kick-off meeting. Receive 
class lists, lesson plans, see examples, learn about this year's mission and more. 
*Yummy lunch will be provided.* If you have any questions please contact  
vbs@firstpreshc.org. 

ATTENTION FAMILIES - TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS! 
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever  
we go but sometimes that isn’t so easy. Starting 
Sunday, June 16, pick up a “Take Out Church” box 
from the Welcome Center before your vacation to 
help you stay connected with God and your church 
while you are away.  
The take out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth and 
contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool family 
devotional. Pick one up TODAY Sunday, June 16, and take First Presbyterian 
Church on vacation with you this summer! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS 
 Deacons Meeting - Tuesday, June 18—7:00 p.m. –  

Session Retreat Day at Church - Saturday, June 22—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. -  

All new and serving Session members 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS RETURNS:  You are invited to bring flowers cut from 
your own garden to worship NEXT Sunday, June 23 and also on Sundays, July 14 
and August 11. See Tidings June 2019 Issue 6 for more details. 

TINO’S FUNDRAISER  
NEXT Sunday, June 23, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Join your church family, invite friends and go to Brunch 
at Tino’s Italian Bistro & Wine Bar 
8775 Centre Park Dr. 
Columbia, MD. Proceeds will go to the rehabbing of the Woodland Chapel and 
Gardens. 

THE LUNCH BUNCH is having its next gathering at Maggiano’s Little Italy, in the 
back of Columbia Mall on Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. Retirees and 
empty nesters are invited to enjoy some time out with friends and help pick the 
next time and location! Sign up in the Lower Commons or email 
discipleship@firstpreshc.org. Want to carpool? Contact Andi Packard to let her 
know you need a ride. 

CALENDAR DAY is Wednesday, June 26 at 7:00 p.m. in room 258. All Ministry 
Areas and Committees are advised to attend to plan the church’s program year 
for 2019-2020. Please send dates in advance to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

HOWARD COUNTY PRIDE FESTIVAL 
The first Howard County Pride Festival is on Saturday, June 29 from 11:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. in Centennial Park.  If you are interested in going as a group contact 
Angela Nichols at warnic6@gmail.com 

THE CHURCH OFFICE and BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED  
on Thursday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 

FEELING CHILLY DURING WORHSIP? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl 
handmade by ladies in our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the 
Upper Commons near the entrance to the sanctuary. Please remember to return 
it on your way out. 

  



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Summer Worship Schedule 

Every Sunday 
Through September 1, 2019 

9:00 a.m. First Worship 
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. service 
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

Sunday, June 16th 
TRINITY SUNDAY | BAPTISM 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
PRIDE MONTH 
FATHER’S DAY 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Father’s Day Treats 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Father’s Day Treats 

Monday, June 17th 
CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING OPEN  

Tuesday, June 18th 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
  Mission 

Wednesday, June 19th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 

Thursday, June 20th 

CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING OPEN  

Friday, June 21st 

 11:30 a.m. Bulletins & Tidings Folded 

Saturday, June 22nd 

 9:00 a.m. Session Retreat 

Sunday, June 23rd 
LGBTQ+ PRIDE SUNDAY 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

PRIDE MONTH 
 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
  Tino’s Brunch Fundraiser, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday July 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2019 Issue #8. 



 

 

LGBTQIA+ Pride is the stance against discrimination and violence 
toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people. At First 
Presbyterian, we observe Pride as a means for us to expand our concepts of being 
a welcoming and inclusive congregation.  
 

R e f l e c t  

Mary Oliver (Sept 10, 1935-Jan 17, 2019) was an American, Pulitzer Prize winning poet. 
Her poems center on the themes of nature, self-reflection, and self-discovery. Many of 
her poems have been read and reflected upon in our church and by many other 
denominations. Mary Oliver was also a member of the LGBTQIA+ community. She and 
her partner Molly Malone Cook, a photographer, were together for forty-one years.  

 

I Worried 
by Mary Oliver 
 

I worried a lot. Will the garden grow, will the rivers 

flow in the right direction, will the earth turn 

as it was taught, and if not how shall 

I correct it? 

Was I right, was I wrong, will I be forgiven, 

can I do better? 

Will I ever be able to sing, even the sparrows 

can do it and I am, well, 

hopeless. 

Is my eyesight fading or am I just imagining it, 

am I going to get rheumatism, 

lockjaw, dementia? 

Finally I saw that worrying had come to nothing. 

And gave it up. And took my old body 

and went out into the morning, 

and sang. 

 

HCPSS Guidelines for Transgender Students 
 

Beginning in 2017, Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) has been working 
on a series of guidelines intended to help staff learn how to support staff that 
encounter a student who is transgender, non-binary, gender non-conforming, or 
transitioning. The guidelines listed below were discussed in a Memorandum from 
HCPSS Kevin Gilbert, Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion.  

1. FERPA GUARANTEES A STUDENT THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY:  Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits schools from 
disclosing transgender status, legal name, and gender assigned at birth to 
other students, staff, or other third parties.  From the memorandum, 
“Transgender and gender nonconforming students have the right to discuss 
and express their gender identity and expression openly and to decide when, 
with whom, and how much to share private information.”  
 

2. HCPSS MAINTAINS OFFICIAL RECORDS: HCPSS maintains an “official 
record” of a student’s legal name, legal gender.   The school system can use 
the preferred name and gender on its official records pursuant to a court 
order or through a state or federally issued identification. 

 
 

F i r s t ’ s  Gu ide to  LGBTQIA+ Pr ide  



 
 
 

3. STUDENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE ADDRESSED BY PREFERRED NAMES 

AND PRONOUNS:  Students have the right to be addressed by the name and 
the pronoun that correspond to the students’ gender identity.  
In Howard County, guidelines state that a student has the right to be 
addressed with a name and pronouns that corresponds to their gender 
identity.  
 

4. SCHOOLS SHOULD REDUCE OR ELIMINATE GENDER-SEGREGATED 

ACTIVITIES:  As stated in Dr. Gilbert’s Memorandum, “Schools should reduce 
or eliminate the practice of segregating students by gender  
(e.g., recess, grouping strategy, physical education).” 
 
 

5. STUDENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO ACCESS THE RESTROOM/LOCKER ROOM 

THAT MATCHES THEIR GENDER IDENTITY:  It is HCPSS policy that each 
student should have access to a restroom that matches the student’s gender 
identity.  Transgender students should be given options and choice, including 
use of the restroom for the gender with which they identify and/or a safe 
and adequate alternative, such as a single “unisex restroom. Administrators 
can work with students, staff and facilities to designate a restroom as gender 
neutral.”  A similar policy exists for locker rooms as well 

 

6. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (CHORUS ENSEMBLES, PHYS ED., 
ATHLETICS, DRESS CODE, OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIPS):   In all instances, 
the students must be accommodated in accordance with the students’ gender 
identity.  In all activities in HCPSS, any segregation on the basis of gender is 
discouraged.  In the case of chorus ensembles, teachers should refer to 
sections or voice type/qualities.  For school athletics, students may 
participate on the teams of the gender that the student has transitioned to. 
Lastly, for overnighting, accommodations should be made to respect gender 
identities.  This includes also offering transgender students the option of a 
single room. 
 

Similar guidelines exist in Montgomery, Carroll and Anne Arundel counties. Harford 
schools has a non-discrimination policy that supports transgender students. 
 
In the words of Caroline Walker, the system’s Executive Director of Program 
Innovation and Student Well-Being, “As a school community we need to make 
every student welcomed.”  
 

F o r  T h o u g h t  
 

 What are some ways First Presbyterian is ready to welcome 
transgender/non-binary/gender non-conforming children and adults? 
 

 What still needs to be done or considered?  
 

 What aspects of our common lives may need to be altered / tweaked / 
reconsidered in order to create the social infrastructure necessary to 
welcome LGBTQ+ families?  
(e.g. Could a child of LGBTQ+ parents be integrated seamlessly in our 
youth groups and Sunday School?) 

 

 


