
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
February 2, 2020 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR 
Today:  Sunday, February 2, 2020 
Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Lydia Circle 
In Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
Next week:  Sunday, February 9, 2020 
Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle 
In Lyle Buck Hall, following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 

LITURGIST:  Mike (10:30) 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Ushers & Greeters:  Debbie (8:30); Chrissy (10:30); Tech 
Crew:  Laura, Tracy, Jonathan  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God in honor of Millie’s 102nd 
birthday on February 3. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is 
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 8:30 a.m.:  After Welcoming One Another:  Children ages 4-7 may go with  
Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children following 
worship in rooms 110 & 113. 
At 10:30 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages  
4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their 
children following worship in rooms 110 & 113.  
Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge will return 
to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and 
return the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

WE WELCOME Francis Rittermann as our GUEST MUSICIAN this morning.  
Francis X Rittermann is Music Director Emeritus of Christ Episcopal Church 
(Columbia), having served as organist and choir director for seven years.  
He has been a lifelong church musician and a member of the Baltimore Chapter 
of the Guild of Organists. He is a CPA and is married with 3 children and  
5 grandchildren. 

SHOWER OF CARDS for Millie’s 102nd birthday on February 3. Please sign the 
birthday cards in the Upper Commons! 

THE MITTEN TREE – TODAY is the last day to contribute new or very gently used 
hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and warm socks for children and adults.  
The Mitten Tree is located in the Upper Commons.  



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2, 2020 
Please pray for:  Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Phil, Dylan, Mil, Blondelle, Rose, Carol,  
Doris, Shirley, Lois, Shirley, Beth  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Vivian, Russ & Barb, 
Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Agnes’ sister, Rosemary; Andrew, Peter, Aaron, Tim, Emily, 
David  
Upcoming Surgery:  Nelda  
Recovering from Surgery:  Darlene, Carol  
Bereaved:  Judy, Jimmy’s Family, Alice; Ed and Catherine, Leigh, Cathy, Barb and 
Sarah  
Care Center:  Marvin, Reva, Jim 
Guatemala Mission Team:  Joe, Amanda, Pat, Andy, Debbie, Brett, Tom, Becky, 
Tom  
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Students at a Lunch Counter in Greensboro, NC 
On February 1, 1960, four African American college students – Franklin McCain, 
Joseph McNeil, Ezell Blair, Jr., and David Richmond – sat down at a lunch counter at 
Woolworth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina, and politely asked for service. Their 
request was refused. When asked to leave, they remained in their seats. Their 
passive resistance and peaceful sit-down demand helped ignite a youth-led 
movement to challenge racial inequality throughout the South. Hundreds of 
students, civil rights organizations, churches, and members of the community joined 
in a six-month-long protest. Their commitment ultimately led to the desegregation 
of the F. W. Woolworth lunch counter on July 25, 1960. The lunch counter itself is 
preserved at the Smithsonian Museum of American History.  

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week,  
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain,  
Vatican City.  
We thank God for: 

 The many and diverse waves of migrants who have come to these lands. 
We pray for: 

 The preservation of the fragile environments and shorelines in this region; 

 Policies that relieve disparities between those who are rich and poor. 
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  

visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020 
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA. 

Compassion, Peace and Justice (CPJ) Ministries of the Presbyterian Church USA 
Sara Lisherness is the Director of this ministry area. The work of this area includes:  
peacemaking, public witness, hunger, self-development of people, disaster 
assistance, the United Nations, environmental ministries, public education and 
responsible investments. The 2020 CPJ Training Day is on Friday, April 24, 2020 at 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in DC. This year’s theme is:  Imagine! God’s 
Earth and People Restored. 



WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
Chancel Choir – Sunday, Februray 2 at 9:30 a.m. 
Handbell Choir – Wednesday, Februray 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Questions? Contact the church office 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND POSTPONED. In view of Graham Maule’s 
death, John Bell is canceling all his engagements here in North America  
that were scheduled in February. So he will not be here the weekend of February 
7-9. This event will be rescheduled in November.  

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION HOUR, 9:30-10:25 a.m. 
Detailed class descriptions are in the February 2020 Tidings. 

Conversations on Race Book Study:  One Goal by Amy Bass 
facilitated by Paula and Erin– Room 258 
February 2, 9, 16, 23 

From Christ to Constantine and a Bit Beyond:  A Look at the Early Christians 
with Bill  
through March 29 

The Bible in Depth:  Isaiah - facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

Young Adult Games & Conversation - facilitated by Ann and Brian  
Continues all year—Room 205 

GRAB AND GO COFFEE is available on Sunday mornings at the Wake Up 
Station on the second floor across from the Parlor until 10:20 a.m. Get a cup 
of coffee and head to class! Please return the cups to the drop off bins. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – with Pastor Sue 
9:30 – 11:00 a.m., every Wednesday, every week – in the Parlor 
We are studying the life of David. Everyone welcome! 
Snow Policy:  If Howard County Public Schools are closed there will be no Bible 
Study. If there is a 2 hour delay we will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS at 9:30 a.m. - Ark and L.I.F.E. will gather in the 
Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. then will go to their classes! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
  Next Class - Thursday, February 5, 6:30-8:00 p.m. – Room 258 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Souper Bowl of Caring Offering  
  TODAY Sunday, February 2 after both services 

The youth will be collecting the Souper Bowl Offering at the conclusion of 
each service. The tradition is to add your loose change or small bills to this 
offering. In 18 years of participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring we have 
collected a total of $10,286! Thank you for your generosity! This year the 
money will benefit Grassroots/Cold Weather Shelter. 

 Senior High Super Bowl Party 
  TODAY Sunday, February 2 
  arrival time is 6:00 p.m. | pick up after the game 
  At the home of Kellianne & Joanna 
  Watch for postcard with details. 

 Senior High Supper, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
   Wednesday, February 5, 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

 Mid-High Supper, 5th – 8th graders 
   Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 p.m. at Grotto Pizza, Columbia 
   Bring $5/person for pizza. Parents/guardians invited 

 Spaghetti Lunch & Auction - Sunday, February 23 
Come one and all to the Youth Ministry Spaghetti Lunch and Auction! 
This is a big fundraising event for First Presbyterian Youth. Proceeds of the 
event go to fund youth programs and help defray the cost of retreats and 
other youth activities, keeping them affordable for all. 
Come and enjoy a delicious spaghetti lunch served by our Mid and Senior 
High Youth and stay for the ever-exciting auction—we will have both 
donated items AND delicious desserts! In addition to our lively live and 
silent auctions, we will have a bake sale table with a wide variety of 
goodies for purchase. 
Visit firstpreshc.org/auction to sign up to volunteer or donate desserts or 
other items for the silent and live auctions and the bake sale.   
Questions? Contact the church office. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

OUR COLD WEATHER SHELTER GUESTS arrive tomorrow evening!  
Please plan to stay after the 10:30 service this morning for an hour or so to set up 
the Sunday School rooms. Instructions and materials are in each room that needs 
fixing. We also need folks to come by on President’s Day, Monday, February 17th 
starting at 7:00 a.m. to put the church back to rights. In between, there are still 
openings for folks to spend the evening, stay the night, cook dinner, clean the 
Shelter area, and do laundry. The sign-up sheet is in the Lower Commons. For 
questions, contact the church office. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – February - Fight Against Cold 
This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather 
Shelter. Cold weather is difficult enough without a roof over your head, much 
less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our area despite the 
hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please 
demonstrate your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious 
and filling foods that benefit the homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

CONNECT AT “THE CENTER” for our First Annual Happy Hour and Silent Auction 
Fundraiser on Sunday, February 9, 2020, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. We will share 
about the Ministry your financial support makes possible for us and our partners. 
Your ticket gives you access to an open bar, heavy hors d'oeuvres, and a chance 
to bid on a collection of silent auction items.  
Get your tickets today at www.thecenterbaltimore.org 
We will be arranging for folks to carpool. Please contact the church office if you 
would like to be part of the carpool. 
“The Center” is a mission initiative of the Presbytery of Baltimore and is located 
at the building behind First and Franklin Presbyterian Church. 

RESTAURANT DAY AT SHANNON’S SALOON to SUPPORT BRIDGES 
Thursday, February 13, 2020 
Show your love for Bridges to Housing Stability by dining at Shannon’s and 
Bridges will receive 20% of your pretax total (no exclusions). Shannon’s Saloon is 
a long-term partner of Bridges who annually supports our mission to prevent and 
end homelessness in Howard County. By visiting this local favorite, you will help 
Bridges provide housing-related services to homeless and low-income persons 
working to become self-sufficient. Visit www.bridges2hs.org for more 
information. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS 
The Flower Chart is posted outside the church office and there are many dates 
available! Stop by and see which Sunday will work for you. 

HELP CELEBRATE THE 181ST BIRTHDAY of First Presbyterian Church  
Sunday, February 16 at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall, with Birthday Cake! 
Share favorite memories from your time in the church by completing a form 
located in the Upper Commons. Come enjoy a day of fun and fellowship. 

EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Sunday, February 16 at 2:00 p.m. 
Topic to be decided – watch social media for more info. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share 
of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and General 
Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each 
member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in 
fully paying our congregation’s apportionment. A contribution of $36.00 from 
every member would mean $20,520 which could be put to work in other ways in 
our congregation’s ministries this year. Have you paid your per capita? Thank you 
to those 56 people who have paid already! 

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION explores what it means to be part of The First 
Church household. This one session class scheduled on Sunday, March 22, 2020, 
at 11:45 a.m. is the way to become a member. Lunch will be served. Please 
contact the church office if you plan to attend or need childcare. 

  



Honoring our Legacy:  
Slavery in Howard County 

 
Every day, many of us drive by sites in Howard County that we know as 
beloved landmarks, but we must also recognize that many of these sites 
were once the homes of families who enslaved people. This month, we will 
explore four areas around the county where people were enslaved. We 
invite you to reflect on the lives of these people who helped create the 
legacies that we so cherish. 
 
Blandair Farm 
Blandair Farm, home of Blandair Park, is visible from MD 175. The site 
was named by Theodorick Bland who acquired the land between 1828 and 
1845. Bland was Chancellor of Maryland, and a US District Court Judge. 
Bland’s daughter Sarah Bland Mayo inherited the property when her father 
died. The property was sold to Henry and Lillie Smith in 1937. It was 
inherited by the Smith’s daughter Elizabeth who lived there until her death 
in 1997 when it was purchased by the county.  

 

 
 
The Library of Congress has pictures of the slave quarters, most likely 
constructed by the Bland Family, which they describe as follows:  
The slave quarters at Blandair was built ca. 1845, predating the adjacent 
brick manor house. Supported by a rubble stone foundation, the building's 
walls were constructed of 2 1/2" thick sawn wood planks, with mud 
chinking and dovetail notches at the corners. The exterior is sheathed with 
vertical board and batten siding, wood framing supports the gable roof. A 
substantial brick and stone double fireplace occupies the center of the 
quarters, effectively dividing the building into two rooms. Each has its own 
exterior entrance and stair opening to the attic loft, although only the south 
stair survives. Although the double-pen plan suggests occupation by two 
slave families, there is no evidence of a partition wall between the two 
rooms. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
(1)The fireplace that historians believe divided the quarters for two families. 

 
 
 

 
(2) Two entrances are visible outside 

 
 
Reflect 
As you visit or drive by the park, reflect on the use of the land by previous 
generations. Think of the enslaved children who once worked the land. 
Respect the work they did that helped build the wealth of the landowners 
that was passed on to their children and grandchildren. What have we all 
gained from their labor? 

 

 
(1)(2) Historic American Buildings Survey, Creator, et al., photographer by Rosenthal, 
James. Blandair, Slave Quarters,Highway 175, Columbia, Howard County, MD. 
Documentation Compiled After. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
<www.loc.gov/item/md1620/>. 
 
  



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School – The Education Hour 

Ages 2 through Adult  
Ark is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 

L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 
Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 

Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 
And a variety of changing classes for Adults 

Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. services 
The Worship Bridge (grades 2 – 5) during 10:30 a.m. service 

10:30 a.m. Worship | 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

MITTEN TREE – THROUGH FEBRUARY 2 
GUATEMALA STOVE MISSION TRIP – THROUGH FEBRUARY 4 

Sunday, February 2nd 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY | COMMUNION 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m. Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Church School for all ages 
  Grab & Go Coffee | Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
 11:45 a.m. Run for Coffee Meeting 
 12:00 p.m. Set-up Cold Weather Shelter 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 6:00 p.m. Senior High Super Bowl Party 

COLD WEATHER SHELTER – FEBRUARY 3-17 

Monday, February 3rd 
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN – 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, February 4th 
 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Social Justice Peacemaking Committee 

Wednesday, February 5th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 6:00 p.m. Senior High Supper 
 7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 

Thursday, February 6th 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Friday, February 7th 

 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 

Saturday, February 8th 

 9:00 a.m. Lydia Circle 

Sunday, February 9th 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

 8:30 a.m. Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Church School for all ages 
  Grab & Go Coffee  
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 
 11:45 a.m. Conversations on Race 
  Knitting Ministry 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 
 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2020 Issue #3. 


