THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Easter Sunday
April 12, 2020
10:30 a.m. Live Stream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
We sing because we know there is another way to run the world,
a world where death is not the final word, where despair is not the winner,
where human power and hierarchies are not thought to be inevitable and unchangeable.
John Holbert

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle – remember to ring bells on the Alleluias!
Do not be afraid: Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Christ is risen and the Spirit is with us.
Christ is risen! God has worked wonders. Alleluia!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Chorale Prelude on “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing”

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lord of the dawn,
revealed to women of courage and men of doubt:
take us from the empty places where death holds power
to the rising of your love as light for all the world;
in Jesus Christ, the Resurrection and the Life.
Amen.

1

Healey Willan

Hymn 232

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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Easter Hymn

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Son of Mary
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, Savior of the World,
Make peace within us.
Christ, King of Glory:
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us.
Almighty God,
in raising Jesus from the grave,
you shattered the power of sin and death.
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear.
We overlook the poor and the hungry,
and pass by those who mourn;
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,
and indifferent to calls for peace;
we despise the weak and abuse the earth you made.
Forgive us God of mercy.
Help us to trust your power
to change our lives and make us new,
that we may know the joy of life abundant
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)

Assurance of Grace
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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* Response of Praise 590 (singing together)

Hallelujah

Words of Welcome
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HEAR
Prayer for Illumination
Psalter Lesson: Psalm 118:1-9
1O

give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3 Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
5 Out of my distress I called on the LORD;
the LORD answered me and set me in a broad place.
6 With the LORD on my side I do not fear.
What can mortals do to me?
7 The LORD is on my side to help me;
I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to put confidence in mortals.
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to put confidence in princes.
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
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Gospel Lesson: Matthew 28:1-10
1After

the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.7Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they
will see me.”
For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Choral Response 243 (singing together)

Be Not Afraid
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Sermon

A Quiet Easter

Morton Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

a New Testament Affirmation

This is the good news which we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved,
if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures,
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared first to the women,
then to Peter, and to the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses,
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,
the beginning and the end;
Christ is our Lord and our God.
Amen.
Anthem

He Is Alive!

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayer of Gratitude and Concern
God of resurrection:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Holy God,
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.
Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is broken,
speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness,
that all creation will see your glory and know your Christ.
Amen.
The Offering
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
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David Lantz III

SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 246

Christ Is Alive!
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Truro

* Closing Responses
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
We go in the peace of God.
We carry the love of God into the world.
We go out in the company of Christ.
We live as Christ’s resurrection people.
With our lives we proclaim:
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
* Benediction
Postlude

Festival Toccata

Percy Fletcher

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.


WORSHIP NOTES: The Affirmation of Faith we are saying today is a New Testament Affirmation. It references
several passages of scripture. See: 1 Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13 and John
20:28. This affirmation was first compiled and published in The Worshipbook in 1970.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400
ZOOM Office Hours for Staff
Virginia, Morton and Sue will be having ZOOM office hours while we’re practicing social distancing.
Stop in and say hi!
Click here www.firstpreshc.org/online-office-hours.
Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. – Virginia
Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Sue
Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – Morton
Links to Worship Services and First Day!
For the link to the live streamed service go to church’s website: www.firstpreshc.org
To find First Day!, go here: Sunday Worship Materials

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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