THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Third Sunday of Easter
Earth Sunday
April 26, 2020
10:30 a.m. Live Stream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
I saw that God was everything that is good and encouraging…
God is our clothing that wraps, clasps and encloses us,
so as never to leave us.
Julian of Norwich

Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.)
Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Do not be afraid: Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Elusive God,
companion on the way,
you walk behind, beside, beyond;
you catch us unawares.
Break through the disillusionment and despair
clouding our vision,
that, with wide-eyed wonder,
we may find our way
and journey on
as messengers of your good news.
Amen.
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J.S. Bach

* Hymn 233

The Day of Resurrection!
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Lancashire

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Son of Mary
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, Savior of the World,
Make peace within us.
Christ, King of Glory:
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us.
God of everlasting life,
we confess that we continue
to look for the living among the dead.
You are present among us,
yet we fail to see you in our midst.
We are distracted by the demands of organizing our daily life.
We are consumed by our own needs and concerns.
We do not recognize you in our streets, or at our tables,
for our expectations are too limited
to imagine that you are dwelling among us.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Change the path we are on,
show us the light of your way,
open our eyes to perceive you in our midst,
and send us out to serve you faithfully
in these unsettling days.
(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…)
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Assurance of Grace
Response of Praise 243 (singing together)

Be Not Afraid
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Response of Praise 590 (singing together)

Hallelujah

Words of Welcome
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HEAR
Prayer for Illumination
Psalter Lesson: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
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I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, save my life!”
What shall I return to the LORD
for all his bounty to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD,
I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his faithful ones.
O LORD, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.
I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD!

The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:13-35
13Now

on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad.
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger
in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”
19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.
21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!
26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.
28As

they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the
table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”
35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.
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For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Along the Way

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

a New Testament Affirmation

This is the good news which we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved,
if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures,
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared first to the women,
then to Peter, and to the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses,
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,
the beginning and the end;
Christ is our Lord and our God. Amen.
Anthem

For the Beauty of the Earth

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayer of Gratitude and Concern
God of resurrection:
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Holy God,
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.
Bring healing to all wounds, make whole all that is broken,
speak truth to all illusion, and shed light in every darkness,
that all creation will see your glory and know your Christ. Amen.
The Offering
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
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John Rutter

SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 231

Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers
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Suo Gan

* Closing Responses
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice!
Let the sea roar and all that fills it!
Let the filed exult, and everything in it!
Let the trees of the wood sing for joy!
For Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
* Benediction
Postlude

Festival Trumpet Tune

David German

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.



WORSHIP NOTES: The Affirmation of Faith we are saying today is a New Testament Affirmation. It references
several passages of scripture. See: 1 Corinthians 15:1-6; Mark 16:9; Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13 and John
20:28. This affirmation was first compiled and published in The Worshipbook in 1970.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All
rights reserved.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400
ZOOM Office Hours for Staff
Virginia, Morton and Sue will be having ZOOM office hours while
we’re practicing social distancing. Stop in and say hi!
Click here www.firstpreshc.org/online-office-hours.
Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. – Virginia
Wednesdays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Sue
Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. – Morton

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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