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As the spring flowers emerge in all their beauty, the trees put out their buds
and blooms, and the weather increasingly turns pleasant with the trill of
songbirds in the air, our minds and hearts traditionally turn to thoughts of new
life and new beginnings.
Yet, this year, we find ourselves enveloped in thoughts of a different kind. The
coronavirus pandemic seems like a story out of time. The Black Death was in
the Middle Ages. The Spanish Flu was one hundred years ago. We imagined
that we were past that sort of thing. So, we struggle to put together our
existing understanding of modern society with the undeniable fear and
suffering we see, hear and read about all around us. We were prepared, yes,
but not as prepared as we thought. We are safe, yes, but not as safe as we
thought.
But we are resilient, and we are strong, and we are responding to do what is
needed. We encourage one another. We share the resources we have to help
one another. We respect one another’s needs and help them to meet those
needs. We pray. We support. We love.
Some are on the front lines of response in taking care of the sick. Some are
working hard in the next layer to find ways to help and supply them. Some are
supporting by staying at home and doing what they can to avoid making it
worse. Everyone has their part.

Most of all, we do what we do in hope and in confidence. God has given us
minds to solve the problems before us. God has given us neighbors and friends
and churches and communities, so we are not alone.
As spring erupts around us, so does our Easter confidence in the new life that
Jesus Christ has given to us all. There will be tears, there will be grief; there will
be loss, there will be sorrow. But there will be hope. There will be inspiration.
There will be life.
May your resolute confidence never waver -- in the love of God and the life of
Jesus Christ and the steady, unwavering presence of the Spirit, always with us.
Pastor Morton
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Worship, Arts & Music News
Welcome New Director of
Music Ministries—Matt May
The Director of Music Ministries Search Team and WAM are
thrilled to announce that Matt May will be joining us on April
15 as our Director of Music Ministries.
Matt is originally from Wisconsin. He has twenty years
experience serving churches large and small, both in
Wisconsin and in California and Maryland. He’s creative and
warm and a talented musician, educator and choral
conductor. He’s thoughtful and responsive in rehearsal and
an organized planner. He has experience working with
children – and looks forward to meeting the children in our
Sunday School Ark and L.I.F.E. Chorus! We will be teaching
him Bim Bom!
When Matt applied for this position, he commented to the
Search Team, “I have learned that First Presbyterian is a
vibrant and growing church with exciting opportunities in
faith and music. I particularly like First Presbyterian’s devotion
to community and service, as well as the wide range of
diversity, and the connection they have to music ministry, to
be inspiring.”
Matt’s first Sunday will be our Live Stream Worship
on April 19 - the Sunday after Easter.
How about sending Matt a welcome email – to
mmay@firstpreshc.org

…and the Center of Our Lives

Holy Week &
Easter Services
Palm Sunday, April 5
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
10:30 a.m.
Worship Live Stream with Communion
Maundy Thursday, April 9
7:00 p.m.
Worship Live Stream with Communion
Good Friday, April 10
12:00 Noon
Worship Live Stream
Easter Sunday, April 12
10:30 a.m.
Worship Live Stream
Go to www.firstpreshc.org
for the link!

Welcome Matt!

COAD – Community Organizations Active in Disaster
The Howard County has a COAD! It’s a collaborative effort of community stakeholders – non-profits, businesses, faith
communities, community organizations and educational institutions – each having an equal role in the organization.
Their goal is to organize and deploy community resources in an efficient and timely manner, effectively contributing to
each phase of a disaster. There are COADs in every county of the nation, and also a national COAD. PDA – Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance – is part of the national COAD collaborative team.
First Presbyterian Church is part of the Howard County COAD. The group coordinates a wide variety of projects – from
food pantries, to sewing masks, to arranging for hot meals to be delivered, and responding to the needs of other
organizations and institutions in our county. It’s a long list of hands-on projects. Some can be done from your home.
Some require driving somewhere. And First Church has the capacity to respond to many of these needs in a variety of
ways.
Look for a supplemental edition of Tidings in the next week with information about all the projects COAD is currently
seeking individuals or groups to take on. Pastor Sue is going to be asking the Mission Ministry Team and the Deacons
to talk together about how we stay connected to COAD and leverage all the gifts of our congregation in the coming
months.
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Coronavirus and the Church
Ways you can help...
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Share the Peace,
Spread the Word,
but not the virus.

COVID-19 Team
Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines, etc. as
needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org Thank you to those
who have volunteered and have been helping out already!

Face Masks & Scrub Caps
Here is information on local hospitals who can use face masks, and patterns as we go through the
coronavirus pandemic. Ruth Circle was investigating ways to make face masks for the healthcare workers.
The following information which will assist local health care providers is provided courtesy of Faithful Circle
Quilters. Go to http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/ for instructions and patterns for items mentioned
below.
1. YouTube patterns for no-elastic masks.
2. University of Maryland School of Nursing needs masks using these
patterns:
DIY Cloth Face Mask (fitted mask) and Folded Mask
Once you have made the masks, please send them via mail to:
Susan Dorsey, 5401 Hamlet Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21214
3. Howard County Hospital can use male and female nurse
scrub caps.
4. University of Maryland, Johns Hopkins and Good Samaritan need
pleated masks and fitted masks.
You can drop off your face masks at First Presbyterian Church,
outside Lyle Buck Hall doors near the kitchen door
into the bin marked:
FACE MASKS AND SCRUB CAPS
Thank you for any help you can provide.
Please feel free to share this info with others.
Courtesy of Carol Roberts

Page 4

Tidings

April 2020

Christian Education News
Vacation Bible School
Right now our plans for VBS are on hold due to Covid-19.
Please watch this space for more information.

Monday-Friday, July 27-31, 2020
9:00 a.m. to Noon
Ages 3—rising 5th graders
Cost $10 per child
Please direct questions to our VBS Director, vbs@firstpreshc.org
Interested in volunteering? Contact Aja for more information.

Student Ministry News
Senior High Fellowship via Zoom
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, April 1 & 15, 2020
6:00-7:30 p.m.

Mid-High Fellowship via Zoom
2nd Wednesday, April 8, 2020
6:00-7:30 p.m.

Mid-Highs, Senior Highs and Parents
Let’s stay connected through
GroupMe and Remind text messages.
Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
if you would like to be added to the text message lists.
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REMINDER: Church School for all ages has been cancelled until further notice.
Keep an eye on your email for information about other virtual “gatherings”.

Thank You from Christian Education
Christian Education would like to extend a hearty thank you to everyone
who helped make this year’s Spaghetti Luncheon and Dessert Auction an
amazing event! Your enthusiasm made this year’s fundraiser one of the
most successful ever, raising over $6,000 for Youth Ministry. The cooks did
a great job, the table donations were generous, the baked goods were
delicious, and every auction item sold for well over the minimum bid.
These donations support youth activities, retreats, and camps that will
nurture our young people spiritually and create memories that will last a
lifetime. Thank you for your investment in our youth.
We truly appreciate all the volunteers who helped on the day of the
auction! We would particularly like to thank Kathy for coordinating the
auction again this year, soliciting many donations from local businesses,
organizing the auction items, and ensuring that the auction ran smoothly.
Kudos for a job well done!

Graduating Students
Your family and friends at First Presbyterian want to celebrate with you
as your loved ones graduate this year. Please email Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org with the names of your children or
grandchildren who are graduating from high school, college or graduate
school. Tell us the school they are graduating from and their degree.
Send your info to Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Monday, May 4, 2020
First Presbyterian Church will be honoring High School Graduates during a worship service,
date to be determined.

Send 4-5 pictures of your graduate to Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org by Monday, May 4, 2020

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
 Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue
at 9:30—11:00 a.m. every week – via Zoom
Please don’t come to the church! Enjoy Bible Study in the comfort of your home.
Please email the church office or Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org
if you would like to receive a ZOOM link.
We’ll send the link out on Tuesday. Everyone welcome!
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Deacons News
JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - April: Baby Items
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard
County, we are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative
called Just One Can. Our featured category for April is extra donation of baby
items. Recommended items are: Diapers, Wipes, Formula, Baby food
Keep collecting! If you need to bring items - plus baby items - to the church please place your items in the
storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box), otherwise save it up for the next couple weeks.

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County.

Spring Food Blitz
On Sunday, May 3rd, Deacons will be holding a “Spring
Food Blitz” to feed families supported by Bridges to
Housing Stability. The Food Drive will end on Sunday,
May 24th. In those four weeks, we hope to put together
30 grocery bags of food to give a nice “Spring Surprise.”
A list of suggested food items will be available in the May
Tidings and in May's First Days. Please plan now to
contribute what you can. Thank you from the Deacons and
the Food-stressed on Howard County for your support.

FOOD BANK NEWS
Community Action Council
reports that the Howard
County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of
the increased demand, they are
requesting online monetary
donations.
Click here to donate to Food Bank

Opportunities for Service
PDA Spring Mission Trip
Sunday, May 3—Friday, May 8, 2020
The Spring Mission trip will be Sunday, May 3 to Friday, May 8, 2020. We will be heading to Wrightsville
Beach, North Carolina to help rebuild after damage from hurricane Florence. We will be driving down
(6 to 7 hours), if you can’t make the entire time, come for however long you can. No experience
necessary! If interested, please let Debbie or the church office know by Sunday, April 12.
Watch First Day! and the church website for updates.

Recycle Your Old Linens
Mandy is collecting sheets and towels. The sheets will be used to make wildlife rehabilitation pouches. The
towels will be used to make bibs for students in her special needs school. There will be a collection box in the
Lower Commons when we start to gather again. Save them up and bring them in at that time. Items don’t
need to be in the best shape; she can cut around any bad spots. Thanks for your support!
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Mission News
Postponing the 11th Annual 5K Family Run for Coffee
The Bad News: This popular event is being be postponed until later this year in the hope
that the COVID-19 situation will allow us to gather, enjoy our time together, and raise
money for the microgrants that allow our friends in the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa
Presbytery in Guatemala (our partner presbytery) to increase their family incomes for
years to come. The Run was originally scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2020. Watch
Tidings, First Day! and the church website for news of the new date.
The Good News: The Boca Costa Presbytery will still receive a gift of $8000, which is enough to provide
microgrants for 20-24 families, depending on the price of the coffee plants. The money will be sent - as it
has been for the past ten years - early in May so that the plants can be purchased and planted before the
rainy season starts in early June. The Guatemala project has funds that can be used now and replaced when
we hold the event later in the year. If it turns out that the Coffee Run can’t be held this year, an alternative
fund-raising activity may be planned, but for now, let’s just wait and see what happens.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our brothers and sisters in the Boca Costa presbytery!

14 Chefs bring in $817
Behind the scenes, DCM starts at least a month ahead - seeking out both
past and new chefs to join this fun event. Some chefs faithfully join each
year - not so much desiring to be the Chef Supreme that wins, but just to be
a part, serve a meal, and help contribute to the end goal. Some chefs join to
team up, ribbing each other for who’s chili will place higher. The weeks
leading up include tips for what combination of chilis are best and stories of
how hot chilis have won in the past. All do it for the cause - Bridges to Housing Stability in Howard County.
This year, one of our own, Wilma, charmed her son-in-law, Norman, to join the competition for the first
time. Among those competing included our past 2 winners: Andy and Steve. The competition was stiff!
The rest of the field included Nancy, Jeff, Jon and Chrissy, Carol and Bob, Nic with Aunt Debbie (celebrating
her birthday), Sharon, Kevin (who busted the family’s blender in the process!), Carol, Evelyn, Woody, and
Joanna. We were challenged with extension cords, for sure. No one could leave hungry after such an
offering. We’ve learned the secret to raising money is having as many chefs on board as possible.
The winner, by a landslide, was Norman! His “Golden Moroccan Chili” was praised by all. Turns out the
hottest chili isn’t a guaranteed winner. We broke our trend! Collectively, we raised more than ever - $817.
The Hotter than Thou county competition, which this leads to, has been postponed until the Fall.
Our money has been transferred to Bridges - and will go to our totals when the event occurs. (Stay tuned to
Tidings, First Day! and the church’s website for the new date for the Hotter Than Thou Chili Cook Off.)
Many thanks to all the chefs for your offering of time, talents, and food. You brought in the most ever.
Congratulations to Norman for an exceptional chili that we’re proud to represent FPCHC this fall (and thanks
to Wilma for roping you in!). We look forward to tasting it again come this Fall.
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2020 General Assembly News
2020 General Assembly
“What is General Assembly?”
The General Assembly, also known as GA, is the biennial gathering of
Presbyterians, representing all the presbyteries, makes decisions and
addressing issues related to the entire church such as our constitution
and focusing on important social issues.
The General Assembly of the PCUSA is scheduled to convene here in
Baltimore Presbytery at the end of June. Since the start of the Covid-19
emergency, the Office of the General Assembly has been discussing a wide variety of possible ways to
convene this GA. They are listening and waiting to hear and see how the spread increases and develops, and
continually watching how our state is responding. They will make a decision by the end of April.
Regardless of how the assembly convenes, we, Baltimore Presbytery, will be “hosting” the assembly in some
manner. Stay tuned!
Debbie Reese will be coordinating the volunteers from our church for General Assembly. She will have up to
date information on volunteer opportunities as we get closer to the date and a clearer decision is made.
Watch for more news!

2020 General Assembly
Spring Drive Golf Outing & Bull Roast
Thursday, May 28, 2020
The Baltimore Presbytery will be hosting a Golf Outing & Bull
Roast to raise funds for the 2020 General Assembly that is to
take place in Baltimore, MD.
The Golf Outing & Bull Roast will take place on Thursday,
May 28 at the Woodlands Golf Course, Windsor Mills, MD.
A golf foursome will be $125. If you want to join for dinner
only the cost is $30.
Please contact Woody Collins if you are interested in playing
golf or joining for dinner.
Please watch for updates about this event in light of the
coronavirus pandemic. Thanks.
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2020 Census
April 1 was the first day that residents nationwide were able to complete the 2020 census online, by phone
or by mail. Stephanie Adibe, Deputy Director of Howard County Department of Community Resources and
Services reminds us that the 2020 Census is taking place, and is important for everyone in Howard County to
participate in the census. We wanted to share her letter with all of you – and encourage you to complete the
census if you haven’t already done so.
She writes, “The Census is an ideal example of community care in action. While many of us are
teleworking and staying home to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus, completing the census is
an essential tool in helping to make sure that Howard County is prepared for any future critical event;
from public health crises to natural disasters.
“Census responses help to build data on how many people require services and resources, ranging
from transportation to workforce development, to healthcare. Maryland receives more than $16
billion in federal resources and an accurate count of all residents living in Howard County allows us
the opportunity to receive our fair portion of federal funding.
“2020 Census invitations have now been sent to each household throughout the United States and it is
currently available to complete online at my2020census.gov. If you have not received your invitation,
it is not required to complete the census online.
“This year’s census will have an even greater impact on the health and safety of our communities than
you may have thought. Please help shape the future of Howard County by completing your census and
encouraging others at my2020census.gov. Follow us on Facebook and share our post with your social
media communities today and help us rise to #1 in the nation with a complete count of everyone living
in Howard County.”
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Year Round Stewardship

Thank You for Your Continued Giving to The Church
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about other ways to make their
contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we can continue to give:
PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This works even if you do not have a
PayPal account. There is a button on the church website. When you click the button, it will take you to a
page that clearly says “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County: General Giving.”
Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank provides an automatic payment
service, you could set it up to send a contribution to the church as a payment.

U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian Church, 9325 Presbyterian
Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are delivered to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises.
Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form – you could fill out and return
an Electronic Giving Form (available on the church website). Mail or bring the completed form to the
church office. This form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the amount and
frequency that you specify.
We are exploring other ways of contributing that will be safe, easy and convenient. Those will be included on
this list as they become operational. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!
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Session Meetings 2020
 Stated Meetings of Session
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
 At this time Session Meetings are being held via Zoom.
A link to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to all Session members.
2020: April 28, May 26, June 30, August 25

2020 Per Capita Apportionment
The “Per Capita” is each church member’s share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the
Synod and General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this amount for each
member of the church. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is faithful in fully paying our
congregation’s apportionment; we put the total amount in our operating budget every year for all our
members.
Some of our members regularly pay their “per capita” each year in addition to their regular giving. Thank
you! It’s a big help to the annual budget. Wouldn’t it be great if every member of the church made an
additional contribution of his or her Per Capita apportionment? A contribution of $36.00 from every member
would mean that money could be put to work in other ways for our congregation’s ministries this year.
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The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive
and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider
and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.

A Carbon Tax
A carbon tax is a way to require users of fossil fuels to pay for damage to the climate caused by releasing
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. A carbon tax functions by including the environmental cost of goods
and services that are produced using fossil fuels in the total cost that companies and consumers have to
pay. The idea of putting a price on carbon dioxide emissions to help tackle climate change has been slowly
spreading around the globe over the past two decades.
For proponents, a carbon tax can provide a strong incentive for industries and society to cut back on
carbon-intensive technology, and to switch to clean energy, by making it more economical to invest in
cleaner technologies and adopt greener practices. Also, some conservatives are attracted to a carbon tax as
an alternative to more governmental regulations. Opponents point out that all taxes have free-market
effects, and a potential to cause industry, businesses and energy producers to move overseas. To avoid
these effects, a carbon tax could be accompanied by a border adjustment tax, ensuring that carbonintensive imports cost as much as similar domestically produced goods. Another problem is how to
accurately value and price carbon dioxide emissions, so that a fair tax rate could be applied. (The United
States government has developed a mathematical equation called the “social cost of carbon”, measuring
the cost of the negative effects per year of a metric ton of carbon on the environment, health, and
businesses.) In addition, the concept of a carbon tax contains no solution for what to do with the money,
once the government has it. Some proponents of a carbon tax would use the revenue to address other
problems, from the environment to health inequality, while others would invest the money into the
development, introduction, and installation of alternative sources of energy.
While imposing an economic burden on society, a carbon tax would put a price on the costs of using fossil
fuels to our economy and our planet, and could lead to a cleaner and greener environment.

Jeff Funk
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Church Holidays

Church Office Hours
This is a trying time in our world and the church staff has
been working hard to keep things “normal” as we live in
this “new world order.” Currently the church office is
closed. We are working from home so the work of the
church can continue. We pray and hope that you are all
staying healthy and that we will see you as soon as it is
safe to do so. Thank you for your continued support of the
church and all we do as followers of Jesus Christ.

Tidings Delivery
This issue of Tidings was delivered via email and also posted
on the church’s website. We do not know what next month
will bring for mailing options. If you, or anyone you know,
has not received the April Tidings via email please send
your email address to Caroline Smith, Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, so you can be
added to the email distribution list. We are trying to keep
as many people as possible in communication with the
church via email. Thank you for your help.

The church office and building
will be closed on
Monday, April 13, 2020
for Easter Monday
and Monday, May 25, 2020
for Memorial Day.

Tidings May 2020 Issue 5

is Thursday, April 16th
To be mailed Friday, April 24th
(subject to change, watch First Day! for details)

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Please keep us up to date with your
current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

Sign-up to receive
your monthly issue
of Tidings via email and
save some trees and money!
Thank you to many who have signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!
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Of Howard County
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9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

April 2020 Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 a.m. — Worship Live Streamed
Go to the church’s website: www.firstpreshc.org for the link
April 5
Palm Sunday
Beginning of Holy Week
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 & Matthew 21:1-17
A Reckoning
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

April 19
Second Sunday of Easter
Earth Sunday
John 20:19-29
Peace Be With You
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

April 12
Easter Sunday
Matthew 28:1-10
A Quiet Easter
Morton Harris, preaching

April 26
Third Sunday of Easter
Luke 24:13-35
Along the Way
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLIN E is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, April 16, 2020 by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

