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Summer Worship Schedule begins on  

Sunday, June 7, 2020. See page 3 for details... 

LGBTQIA+ Pride: Conversations Start, the Story Continues 
from Social Justice and Peacemaking Committee,  

written by Clarence 

Picture it – the year 30 AD, somewhere near Capernaum, the Mediterranean 

world. A motley, rough and tumble bunch of sea-farers seek solitude with their 

teacher by going out to sea to fish; but the teacher sends them out ahead with 

the promise he will meet up with the crew. The winds are against the boat, the 

waves are high and turbulent. Soon the crew is out pretty far. It’s not likely the 

teacher will reach them. One of them, let’s call him Peter, looks out and catches 

a glimpse of someone walking towards the boat—on the water! despite the 

turbulent sea!! Peter, thinking it’s their teacher, cries out, “If you are truly our 

teacher, ask me to come out to you.” The teacher calls to Peter to come out and 

meet him – to walk on the water! Although Peter is terrified, he heeds the call. 

Stepping out, Peter is amazed he can walk on water!! Can this really be 

happening?!? Becoming aware of the waves and heavy gale around him, Peter 

starts to sink, only to be picked up by the teacher just in time. Pulling him up, the 

teacher asks Peter, “Why did you doubt?” 

We know this gospel story too well. Jesus crosses the stormy sea to meet his 

disciples; however, Jesus also calls them out to meet him. Despite storm ridden, 

uncertain, unfamiliar ground upon which to stand, Jesus asks his disciples not 

ONLY to trust him, but to trust that the impossible – the unfathomable – can be 

turned into reality. Is the Church called to also venture out into uncertain, 

unfamiliar territory and welcome others who may call out? Perhaps even to 

welcome the LGBTQIA+ community? 

The story of the Church’s relationship with the LGBTQIA+ community still goes 

on, and the season of Pride comes to us during a season of pestilence and 

plague, anger and rage, sadness and depression. We may feel it is difficult to 
(Continued on page 2) 
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“All are Welcome, All are Welcome, All are welcome in this place.” 

We sing these lines all the time in our sanctuary and our homes, and we mean it.  

But how do people outside of our congregation know that we welcome ALL people,  

no matter your race, gender, who you love, or your political leanings.  

ALL ARE WELCOME, and we want the community to know this – so we put up a sign! 

Look for our welcoming addition to our FPCHC sign next time you drive up to church.  

Join the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee in getting the word out –  

All are welcome at FPCHC! 

wrap our minds around understanding the LGBTQIA+ community. There may be questions about how does 

OR how can the LGBTQIA+ community fit into the body of Christ. Perhaps there are also questions about 

how the LGBTQIA+ community fits into the PCUSA or our church community? How can our church embrace 

our doubts and receive the LGBTQIA+ community’s calls, to us, to walk alongside them in friendship and 

mission? We too, though faithful like Peter, can become overwhelmed by doubt and fear while attempting 

to bravely cross the rough and unsteady sea. 

Therefore, let’s start a conversation. This season of Pride, the Social Justice and Peacemaking Committee 

invites you to ask the theological questions, to ask the basic social questions, and to ask your questions 

about how our church can join in partnership and fellowship with the LGBTQIA+ community. To get the ball 

rolling during this period of social distancing, we will be providing and suggesting several activities to help 

stimulate questions and to prompt your exploration. We have formed a list of movies and documentaries 

you can access on YouTube, Netflix, or Amazon Prime – to watch with those in your house, or even through 

a virtual “watch party”. For those who would like time to study, our expanding list of books on Christianity 

and LGBTQIA+ community will be made available. We’ve even planned some fun activities for you to explore 

the LGBTQIA+ vocabulary, as well as an interactive timeline of LGBTQIA+ church history put together by the 

PCUSA Historical Society. The season will culminate in Pride Sunday when, if still socially distanced, we will 

have our own parade of cars to publicly advocate our church’s welcome of the LGBTQIA+ community.  

The Church’s loving peregrination of friendship with the LGBTQIA+ community continues. Despite doubts, 

fears, and questions our church, too, is on that voyage. This is the essence of Pride embodied: we come as 

we are even with questions and doubts. Let’s start this conversation among ourselves and learn from each 

other along the way! 

LGBTQIA+ Pride 2019 at First: The Story Goes On!  
(continued from page 1) 
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We Are the Church 
As I write this note for Tidings, I know many are wondering how we are thinking ahead about the life of our 

congregation. All of us are aware that Maryland is currently a hot-spot for Covid-19. So we are, together, 

watching and waiting, being patient and prudent as restrictions for the size of public gatherings begin to 

ease. 

We anticipate that live-stream worship will continue as the primary way we gather for worship through 

the summer months. The Worship, Arts and Music (WAM) ministry area is working to determine the rules 

we will follow for gradually involving more people in in-person worship, how we will share Communion 

when we are gathered, how we might celebrate baptism, how to collect an offering, how to sing together . 

Our choirs have already begun gathering to rehearse and sing (and ring?) using new technologies. 

WAM has put together a Select Committee(!) (WTAT: the Worship Tech Advisory Team) to tackle the need 

for the church to invest in our online worship, so we can improve the quality and reliability of our dispersed 

worship. We are committed to offering Live Stream Worship well into the future, continuing after this 

pandemic crisis has passed. Listen and watch for an update from this team in the next few weeks. 

This week Howard County announced that churches could hold outside gathering of up to 250 people as 

long as participants maintain appropriate physical distancing of 6 feet. We are already planning for a 

Sunday evening or two on the Front Lawn, within the paraments of physical distancing and masks which are 

now part of our everyday life. 

Meanwhile… Virginia Callegary has been creating a dispersed Sunday School and Youth ministry. Soon-to-

be-Elder Bill Burris has been producing an adult education series. Matt May has introduced us to virtual 

choirs, and is beginning a weekly live stream Music with Matt. I’m working on a Summer Big Read over 

Zoom. Mission and Deacons have been the hands and feet of Christ. In partnership with Howard County 

COAD, we launched Feed Howard County, which brings together restaurants and vulnerable people in a 

unique collaboration that keeps people fed, keeps people employed, and keeps businesses afloat. 

Head Start may return over the summer months, and we are working with them to ensure a clean space for 

them, and a safe space for the church. The Strengthening the Church ministry area is working to determine 

the rules for inviting outside user groups back into the building. We will remain closed to outside groups 

through October 5. 

In all these days, the most important thing we can do is support and respond to your needs and ideas for 

continuing to practice our faith together.  

We are still the Church. We are still the people of faith. We are still the 

beloved community, the Body of Jesus Christ in the world. We gather our 

hearts as one. We serve Christ with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. 

Our building is closed. However, the church is not closed. We are open to the 

business of the Spirit, working daily in us and through us.  

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Sue 



 

 

Tid ings  

Important Worship Dates: 

Sunday, June 7  

 Summer Worship Begins 

 Communion at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, June 14 

 Ordination and Installation of  

Elders & Deacons at 10:00 a.m. Worship 

Sunday, June 21 

 Father’s Day 
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Worship, Arts & Music 

Flowers for the Sanctuary 

Two flower arrangements in the sanctuary look really pretty 

during the live-stream worship service!  

We have more Sundays available for you to donate flowers  

please pick from the following dates: 

• June 14—two people needed 

• June 28—two people needed 

• July 12—one person needed 

• July 26—two people needed 

If you are interested please send an email to Caroline, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to reserve one.  

The cost is $35 and you can send a dedication to be printed in First Day and if you want to pick your 

arrangement up they will be placed outside the kitchen door after the worship service. Just let Caroline 

know.  

Help decorate the sanctuary with beautiful flowers! 

REMEMBER:  Wear red, orange or  in your 

homes on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020. Please 

send in your Pentecost Offering to support the 

development of children, youth and young adults in 

our community and throughout the country  

Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins Sunday, June 7, 2020  

10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 

Live-Streamed via Facebook and YouTube 

All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition!  

The whole church gathers via live-stream worship for now to enjoy God together 

through hymns and songs, prayers and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 

Plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience in a new and exciting way! 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


 

 

 
Summer 2020:  The Big Read (with a little twist) 
Sacred Sense:  Discovering the Wonder of God’s Word and World, by William P. Brown (Eerdmans, 1985) 

[available from Amazon in paperback and Kindle] 

Zoom discussion group every week:  June 17 through July 29 

Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

-OR- 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Biblical scholar Bill Brown takes a journey from Genesis to Revelation, and makes what he calls “a 

stumbling attempt to identify what I find most central, most evocative, most wondrous.”  

Sacred Sense has been sitting on my (Pastor Sue’s) bookshelf – in the read this next section – since 2015, 

when I bought it. I invite you to pick it up and read along with me, week by week, chapter by chapter.  

But instead of meeting only twice over the summer, we’ll meet up on Zoom week by week for an hour to 

talk about one chapter of the book. Since there are 16 chapters in the book – we’ll tackle 7 this summer, 

take a break, and potentially pick up the rest in the fall.  

Bill Brown is an Old Testament scholar. I met him when we were in a Lily Endowment study group 

together. He teaches at Columbia Seminary in Georgia. He led the Bible Study at last year’s Big Tent 

gathering in Baltimore, and has been a keynote speaker for Presbyterian for Earth Care. 

Send an email, and indicate morning group or evening group, to Pastor Sue for the Zoom link: 

sharris@firstpreshc.org  
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Worship, Arts & Music (continued) 

Summer Worship for a Dispersed Church 
Our summer 2020 schedule begins on Sunday June 7th with Communion. 

This summer we’ll meet on You Tube and Facebook Live for worship at 10:00 a.m., coming online at around 

9:45 for greeting, chatting, and some music. We’ll gather together elements from both First Worship (our 

special summer service created to welcome, support and encourage families with younger children) and 

Summer Worship – worship that is Relaxed, Reverent and Joyful.  

That means, we are looking for children and youth to be Worship Assistants and help with the liturgical tasks 

of Lighting the Christ Candle, Pouring the Water into the Font, Taking the Offering, and Reading the Lesson. 

How? By sending us a video (or a series of still photos)  – of your child or youth doing the things they would 

usually do in the Sanctuary during First Worship as Worship Assistants:  lighting a candle in your home, 

pouring water from a pitcher into a bowl, passing an offering basket or plate, or reading the text for the day. 

For security online, we will not print or say the child’s name on the Live Stream; and if you choose, it is also 

possible for you to video your child without showing their face. Virginia and Pastor Sue are happy to talk with 

you about how to make this work.  

Please sign up at least two weeks in advance with Virginia Callegary: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

Adult Education 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallergary@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Five Easy Practice Tips for Hymn Singing at Home 
1. Make sure you have your music ready. 

Before worship, download the bulletin for worship from the church website or the Friday email. 

Make sure to print it or have your electronic device ready to view the bulletin. 

2. Read through the text before worship. 

If you have the opportunity to do so, read through the text of all the music for worship. Take a 

moment after each one to consider the message of the text and what you can glean from it. 

Remember the meaning may change by the time you sing it during worship and after hearing the 

sermon or scripture reading for the day. 

3. Sit/stand tall and take big deep breaths. 

This is something my choir members and voice students hear from me all the time. Your vocal 

instrument is your entire body, in particular, your upper body. If you will be singing when sitting, sit 

towards the front of your chair and sit tall, like a string is pulling your head and upper body up. 

Take low, deep, full and complete breaths every time you need to breathe to sing. If you are 

standing and singing, same techniques apply, replacing sitting with standing tall with your feet 

about shoulder width apart. 

4. Don’t forget to sing the text. 

Sing the text! The text is so important to hymn singing. Things to consider:  are you breathing in the 

middle of a word/sentence, or are you breathing at punctuation marks? A famous example of this 

is the first verse of Silent Night. The musical phrase would suggest:  breath “All is calm, all is bright” 

breath “round yon virgin, mother and child, holy infant…”. But singing the text one would instead 

sing:  “All is calm” breath “all is bright round yon virgin, mother and child” pausing briefly to 

observe the comma before “mother”. It is a subtle difference, yet one with profound change in 

how we understand the text. 

5. Sing loud and proud. 

We all have a voice with which to sing and praise God, the creator. You are “fearfully and 

wonderfully” made. (Psalm 139:14). Sing with pride using the voice God gave you, regardless of 

what it sounds like. Your voice, just as it is, just as you are, are loved fiercely by God. I think one of 

my past choir members said it best:  “Sing loud so God can hear you. If you think you have an awful 

voice, sing loud anyway to punish God for not giving you a better voice.” 

Stay safe and well! 

Sing-cerely, 

Matt 

Music Notes 
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https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=singing&entry_date=1%2f1%2f0001&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca%2cmv%2cwt%2cnt%2cpt%2cft&page=2&ipp=20
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Facebook Live:  Music with Matt 
Join Matt on Facebook Live every week, 

Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m., beginning June 3, 2020. 

Matt will discuss a variety of topics such as tips for hymn singing, 
selecting organ registration for hymns, behind the scenes for 
virtual choir video creation, and more, including live Q&A.  
Also, submit topic ideas to Matt as well! (mmay@firstpreshc.org). 
Looking forward to seeing you on FB Live! 

Instrumentalists, who are you? 
If you are a player of an instrument (i.e. cello, flute, violin, 

clarinet, trumpet, percussion, theremin, koto, and/or any 

other instrument!) please send Matt an email 

(mmay@firstpreshc.org) and let him know your name, 

what instrument(s) you play, and level of experience/skill 

at the instrument. All players are welcome! Matt wants you 

to come and share your talents, but he doesn’t yet know 

who you are, and needs your help! Matt is looking forward 

to meeting you, getting to know you, and playing music 

together! 

Join Our Virtual Choir! 
All are welcome and invited to participate in our virtual choir! No choir experience necessary! This will be 

an ongoing activity this spring and summer with several opportunities to sing. Our “performances” will be 

added to Sunday’s live stream worship as part of our musical prayer. If you are interested in participating, 

contact Matt (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information. 

mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org
mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org


 

 

2020 VBS! 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Christian Education Ministry Area has decided to 
cancel our 2020 in-person VBS scheduled for July 27-31, 2020. 

Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
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Christian Education News 

Another year of Sunday School is over until the Fall 
It has been a unique year to say the least. Thank you to all the teachers and helpers for a great year! 

Thanks to those who stepped up to help out with our new adventure into online Sunday School! Special 

thanks goes to Bill for recording some of his classes for YouTube. We couldn’t do it without such a 

wonderful group of Sunday School teachers! Enjoy your summer!  

Student Ministry Dates: 

Senior Highs via Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, June 3, 2020 

Mid-Highs via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, June 10, 2020 

Senior Highs via Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, June 17, 2020 

Mid-Highs via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrlYlBHOeFSZwJMm5HdE_bw/
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The Green Page 

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  

Recycling 

Recycling is the process of converting waste materials into a fresh supply of the same material, and is an 
alternative to waste disposal using landfills. The most common recyclables include paper, plastic, metals, and 
glass.  

• Paper:  Paper makes up the largest percentage of all waste materials in the United States. When 
recycled, it is taken to a recycling facility where it is separated into different types and grades. The 
separated paper is then washed with soapy water to remove inks, plastic film, staples and glue. This 
mixture is then mixed with water to create different paper products, such as cardboard, newsprint, or 
office paper.  

• Plastic:  Plastic represents a problem for landfills, as it can take up to 600 years to break down. When it 
is recycled, it is sorted into different types and colors, then chopped and melted into pellets or made 
into fibers. These materials can be used to make durable construction materials, molded furniture, or 
insulation.  

• Metals:  When metals are recycled, they are chopped up, heated to remove any paint and paper 
coating, then heated again to melt. The molten metal is poured into ingots, which are rolled into flat 
sheets and are ready to be made into new metal products. It is estimated that two-thirds of all new 
steel manufactured comes from recycled steel.  

• Glass:  Glass is collected, sorted by color, then washed to remove any impurities. It is then melted, 
mixed with sand, soda ash, and limestone, and molded into new products such as bottles and jars. 

Waste Management’s recycling facility in Elkridge serves the greater Baltimore/Washington area, including 
Howard County, and has the capacity to process up to 1,000 tons of recyclables per day. 

There is some disagreement over whether recycling is cost-effective, when compared to waste disposal, 
However, whatever the relative costs between recycling and waste disposal might be, this overlooks the 
intangible benefits of recycling. Recycling reduces the depletion of rare and nonrenewable resources. It 
benefits the environment in a number of ways, reducing air pollution and green-house gasses (from 
incineration), water pollution (leaching from landfills), and animal infestation at landfills. It also preserves 
land, forests, and wildlife habitats from resource extraction and use as landfills. Finally, it creates jobs--
according to a Natural Resources Defense Council study, waste collection and landfill disposal creates less 
than one job per 1,000 tons of waste; in contrast, the collection, processing, and manufacturing of recycled 
materials creates 6 to 13 or more jobs per 1,000 tons. 

Jeff 
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Coronavirus and the Church 

 Ways you can help... 

Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

COVID-19 Team 
Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines, etc. as 

needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org Thank you to those who 

have volunteered and have been helping out already! 

FEED HOWARD COUNTY  

NOW UP AND RUNNING IN HOWARD COUNTY, MARYLAND 
In only a few weeks, Feed Howard County has delivered nearly 1000 meals to those in need in Howard 

County. 3 deliveries occurred this week and 3 more are scheduled for the coming week!  We have partnered 

with Tino’s Italian Bistro, Shannon’s Restaurant & Saloon, Jaxon Edwin in Downtown Ellicott City, and 

Absolutely Perfect Catering to deliver nutritious and delicious meals to local families.  

The support from the community has been tremendous but as we all know, the need will not diminish 

anytime soon and we need your support. 

You can donate via  https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate 

 (Choose “Feed Howard County” under giving options) 

Or by check,  

 make checks payable to:  Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation 

 Memo Line:  Feed Howard County 

Mail the check to the following address: 

 Cal Ripken Sr Foundation Inc. 

 PO Box 825452, Philadelphia, PA 19182-5452 

We will also be looking for volunteers to help us execute the deliveries in the coming weeks.  

Email us at feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to get details and we will get you scheduled to volunteer soon.  

To learn more about the program go to www.feedhowardcounty.org 

And be sure to like us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram - just look for FeedHowardCounty.  

Feed Howard County logo was designed by Manuela.  

FEED HOWARD COUNTY IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
Can you help? Volunteers are needed and you can do some of this from home! 

1. Restaurant Coordinator—contact local restaurants to recruit them to be part of Feed Howard County.  

The list is ready and waiting for you, all you need are good phone skills. 

2. Website Coordinator—work on the Feed Howard County website to post updates, etc. 

3. Distribute Meals—Pat, Debbie and Kevin could use help distributing all the meals!  

A list of dates, times and locations will be shared with you. 

If you are interested in any of these positions please contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate
mailto:feedhowardcounty@gmail.com
http://www.feedhowardcounty.org
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Coronavirus and the Church Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

Face Masks & Scrub Caps Update 
The mask making and distribution has become a joint effort of Milltown and Faithful Circle Quilters.  

As of May 22, 2020 they have distributed 2,400 masks and 8 scrub caps. 

If you would like to help make face masks go to - http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/  

for instructions and patterns. 

You can drop off face masks at First Presbyterian Church,  

outside Lyle Buck Hall doors near the kitchen door into the bin marked:  FACE MASKS 

Thank you for any help you can provide. Please feel free to share this info with others. 

Food Bank News 
Community Action Council reports that the Howard County Food Bank is open and helping people, but 

because of the increased demand, they are requesting online monetary donations.  

Click here to donate to Food Bank 

Meals delivered through Feed Howard County: 
5/2/2020—100 meals from Tino’s Italian Bistro for ARC 

5/8/2020—120 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering for The Longwood Senior Apartments  

5/11/2020—100 meals from Shannon’s Restaurant & Saloon for Pop-Up Pantry at the Wilde Lake Interfaith 

Center 

5/20/2020—112 meals from Jaxon Edwin at Howard Crossing Apartment Homes 

5/21/2020—100 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering at Elkridge Volunteer Fire Department's 

Community Hall 

5/23/2020—100 meals from Tino’s Italian Bistro  at Selbourne House 

5/27/2020—100 meals from Kelsey’s Restaurant at Howard Crossing Apartments 

5/28/2020—100 meals from La Palapa Grill & Cantina at Elkridge Fire Department’s Community Hall 

5/30/2020—100 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering at Wilde Lake Interfaith Center 

Thank you to everyone who donated and participated in this outreach program! 

https://www.cac-hc.org/get-involved/donate-2-2/
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Coronavirus and the Church Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

News from Calvin Ball, Howard County Executive 
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Mission News  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! 

June - Restocking for the Summer 

During the school year, many Howard County children receive free 

lunch and/or breakfast at school. When summer vacation arrives, 

some families struggle to provide these additional meals at home.  

As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our 

area, we ask that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food 

Bank with some of their most requested items (see box at right). 

Please bring your items and place them in the storage box by the back 

entrance (near the mail box). 

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard 

County. Don’t forget:  Hunger does not take vacations. 

○ Beans - dried or canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Cereal or oatmeal 

○ Pasta  

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Rice 

○ Spaghetti Sauce 

Guatemala Partnership Update 
The COVID-19 pandemic is having a significant impact our partner presbytery in Guatemala, the Union 

Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery. As of May 17, 2020, there were over 1700 known cases of COVID-19 

in Guatemala. The presbytery’s Executive Committee reports that there are no known cases in their local 

area, but with no testing available, no one really knows. For most people in Boca Costa, physical 

distancing is impossible because houses are close together, so if COVID-19 is introduced into a 

community, the spread is likely to be swift and devastating. The Guatemalan national government is using 

curfews and stay-at-home orders to limit the spread of the virus, which means that, as in the USA, many 

people are unable to work. In a society with extremely limited social programs to act as safety nets, the 

economic impact has been devastating and food insecurity has increased for families that were already 

struggling. To help address this need, First Pres sent $6000 in emergency relief funds to the Boca Costa 

presbytery. Food is being purchased in bulk and distributed to the church members with the greatest 

need, as identified by the Session of each of the eight churches in the presbytery.   

Typically, the June Tidings article about the Guatemala partnership would describe the Coffee Run, the 

fundraiser that provides microgrants for families in the Boca Costa presbytery to establish coffee fields on 

their land. Neither the fundraiser nor the establishment of the coffee fields has happened because of the 

pandemic. The Guatemala project leadership team and the mission committee are hopeful that First Pres 

can still hold a Coffee Run in 2020 and Hopewell Park has been reserved for October 31, 2020 for this 

purpose. The money raised during that event will fund the 2021 microgrants. Watch future Tidings for 

updates. 



 

 

Elders 
Class of 2023 

Bill  

Jackie  

Monica  

Becky  

Kathy  

Vacancy 

Class of 2021 

Kellianne, Youth Elder 

Deacons 
Class of 2023 

Therese  

Carol  

Amanda  

Larry  

Sarah  

Class of 2021 

Anne, Youth Deacon 

Pastor-Parish-Personnel 
Class of 2023 

Sarah  

Ginny  

Financial Secretary 
Class of 2022 

Steve  

Class of 2023 

Emmanuel  

2021 Congregational Nominating Committee, 
At-Large Members  

Emmanuel  

Jon  

Brian  

Megan  

Clerk of Session  
Jon  

(appointed by Session on May 26, 2020) 

The following members were elected to serve First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, May 17, 2020 

Ordination and Installation of Officers will be on Sunday, June 14, 2020 at the 10:00 a.m. service. 

Tid ings  June 2020  

Meet our New Church Officers 

Page 14  

Financial Report Summary as of May 28, 2020   

   
Actual to Date  Expected to Date  

More (less) than 

Expected 

Contributions Received  $282,416  $305,708  ($23,292) 

  Total Income  $316,661  $340,500  ($23,839) 

  Total Expenses  $312,021  $340,500  ($28,479) 

Surplus (Deficit) to Date $4,640  ($0)   $4,640 

        

Per Capita Apportionment 
Total Number of Contributions 

Received as of May 28, 2020 

Total Number = 89 

Per Capita for 2020 is $36.00  

Have you paid yours yet?  

Thank you if you did! 

Session Meetings 2020 
 Stated Meetings of Session 

4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) 

 At this time Session Meetings are being held via Zoom.  

A link to the Zoom meeting will be emailed to all Session members. 

2020:   June 30, August 25 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! 

and our  

2020 COLLEGE GRADUATES! 

Be Part of the SPARKLES! 
Would you like to be “in the room” where the 

sparkles begin? You can! Any church member 

can join one of the five Ministry Areas (umbrella 

committees) run by elders who govern the 

church. The Areas are:  Worship, Arts and Music 

(WAM), Christian Education, Discipleship and 

Caring Ministries, Mission, and Strengthening 

the Church. Talk to the pastors or ruling elders 

(names and pictures are on the board in the 

Lower Commons). WAM meets the 2nd Thursday 

of each month at 6:45 pm; all others meet on 

the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., 

usually in the church, but due to coronavirus 

pandemic are meeting via Zoom. This is a good 

time to start as new officers begin their term in 

June 2020. Become more involved in your 

church family! 

Another Way to Give! 
Do you shop on Amazon? Then hop over to 
Amazonsmile and choose First Presbyterian as 
your charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of eligible purchases to First Presbyterian! 
Same company, same prices, same service, just 
with a benefit! 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of 
Howard County” as your charity.  
Be sure to use “The” to find the church’s 
name in their list. 

4. Shop and thank Virginia for setting this up! 

5. Now, whenever you want to shop on 
Amazon, go to Amazonsmile.com, not 
Amazon.com and make sure you see  
“The First Presbyterian Church of Howard 
County” at the top where it says 
SUPPORTING! 

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
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Church Office and Building 

will be closed and  

church staff will have  

a holiday on 

Friday, July 3, 2020 

in observance of 

Tidings July/August 2020 Issue 7 is  

Thursday, June 11, 2020 

Send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please include all summer and  

early September activities in Issue 7.  

Only one issue will be published this summer. 

Please keep us up to date with your current  

home and email address so you won’t miss a 

single issue of Tidings! Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have 

signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 
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Calendar Day 
Calendar Day is when all Ministry Areas and Boards 

attend a meeting to review all the dates of the many 

activities for First Presbyterian Church for the next 

program year. At the time of publishing the Calendar 

Day will not be an in-person meeting.  

Please send a list of dates you anticipate to schedule 

for the September 1, 2020—August 31, 2021 program 

year to Caroline Smith, Church Administrator, 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. It is better to add something 

to the calendar now, it can always be removed or 

rescheduled at a later time. Caroline will email the 

2020-2021 calendar dates to all officers of the church 

highlighting any conflicts. Thank you for your help and 

keep safe! 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 
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Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
July/August 2020 TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE:  Thursday, June 11, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

June 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
Summer Live Stream Worship at 10:00 a.m. (starting June 7) 

Relaxed—Reverent—Joyful 
Go to the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 

for the links on Facebook and YouTube and the worship bulletin 
June 7 

Trinity Sunday 
Communion 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins! 
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 

Matthew 28:16-20 
Keep Going 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

June 14 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ordination & Installation  
of Elders & Deacons  

Exodus 19:1-8a & Matthew 9:35-38 
A Priestly Nation 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

June 21 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Father’s Day 
Matthew 10:1-14 

He Gave Them Authority 
Morton Harris, preaching 

June 28 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

PRIDE SUNDAY 
Matthew 10:40-42 

Why Is This So Hard? 
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 


