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A Statement of Solidarity 

Adopted unanimously by Session on June 16, 2020 

From the Session at the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County:  

We extend our deepest condolences to the family of George Floyd, yet again 

another Black person murdered by police. Mr. Floyd is the latest victim in a 

recent string of murders of Black Americans by police brutality, indifference, or 

mistakes. We remember Breonna Taylor, Freddie Gray, Philando Castile, Eric 

Garner, Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, Treyvon Martin and scores more too 

numerous to name.  

We pray for the end of this violence against God’s creation, the restoration of 

justice, and the cessation of these senseless killings at the hands of bigotry and 

hatred. In these times, we question where God is leading us and how we as a 

church must respond.  

Numerous texts and statements from various PC(USA) writings, remind us of our 

obligation to act. The 1958 PC(USA) General Assembly affirmed:  

“That neither the Church as the body of Christ, nor Christians as individuals, 

can be neutral or indifferent toward evil in the world; [and] its responsibility to 

speak on social and moral issues… reminds the churches that their duty is not 

only to encourage… but corporately… to resist the forces that tyrannize, and 

to support the forces that restore the dignity of all… as the children of God, for 

only so is the gospel most fully proclaimed ...”  

Our Book of Confessions leads us to acknowledge and embrace, as stated in the 

Confession of 1967, “In each time and place, there are particular problems and 

crises through which God calls the church to act.” We hold that, “Therefore, the 

church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers to those 

injured by it.”  

(Continued on page 2) 
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In response to the recent unrest brought on by the death of George Floyd, the Rev. Diane Moffett, president 

and executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, wrote:  

“Martin Luther King Jr. said, ‘A riot is the language of the unheard.’ And what is it that America has failed 

to hear? … It has failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice have not been met.’”  

We, the members of the Session at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County believe as written in  

Micah 6, verse 8:  

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  

And what does the Lord require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  

Therefore, we decry the violence and hatred that is gripping our nation. We declare that we stand in 

solidarity with and we pray for equity and justice for our sisters, brothers, and siblings of color, and people 

of all races, religions, ethnicities, immigration status, sexual orientations, gender expressions, or socio-

economic status. We urge the members of the congregation to do the work required to achieve peace in our 

community, state, nation, and world.  

Furthermore, we, the Session, acknowledge that systemic racism has been indelibly etched into the 

formation and fabric of our society, including the formation of our denomination. In the words of the Stated 

Clerk, the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, “[Racism] is really something that is grounded in the DNA of the United 

States of America. We are a generation of people who are here now that can eradicate racism, but we have 

to begin a process of helping those who have died from it, who have been locked out, and broken, and 

despised, and rejected… To redeem them in a way that they might be able to claim part of that discussion.” 

We realize that striving for racial justice and equality is not a monolithic task to be carried out by a singular 

group or committee. We, therefore, commit each of our ministry areas to develop one actionable project 

dedicated to helping guide our congregation to achieve the goal of racial justice and equality, as one way to 

begin the task of dismantling systemic racism within our church and our community. 

(Continued from page 1) 

STAND.SPEAK.ACT. Virtual Training:  Bystander Intervention 
Thursday, July 9, 2020, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting:  https://tinyurl.com/yb4dx7k9  Meeting ID:  864 1551 0202  Password:  OHR2020 

Please sign in no later than 1:15 p.m. or you will not be admitted. 

The Howard County Office of Human Rights invites you to attend a training sesison that will give you the 
tools and knowledge to be a good ally. Learn to safely step up and be supportive when fellow community 
members face harassment and hate speech.  

For more info contact:  Trent Day Hall, 410-313-6491, OHOutreach@HowardCountyMD.gov 

https://tinyurl.com/yb4dx7k9
mailto:OHOutreach@HowardCountyMD.gov


 

 

Page 3  Tid ings  Ju ly/August  2020  

Christian Education 

Summer Camps, Conferences & Mission Trips 
Due to Covid-19 concerns both Montreat Senior High Youth Conference and 

Massanetta Middle School Conference have been cancelled for this summer.  

If you paid a deposit for either of these trips you will receive a refund.  

Questions? Contact Virginia Callegary. 

Vacation Bible School 2020! 
VBS IS GOING VIRTUAL THIS YEAR! 
For five weeks starting Sunday, June 28 we will be joining together on 

Zoom at 9:00 a.m. to kick off a week of activities, music, movement, 

and crafts.  

Church families should have received information about Virtual VBS.  

If you did not receive an email and would like to learn more  

about this exciting opportunity email Virginia Callegary, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.  

Senior Highs 
Meet at Rita’s on Frederick Road in Ellicott City  

on Wednesday, July 1 at 7:00 pm.  

Bring a chair or a blanket, and we’ll sit 6 feet apart, chat, and 

eat our gelato. Remember your face mask! See you there!  

Questions? Contact Virginia Callegary, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org  

Save the Date! 
Blessing of Backpacks 
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

Plans are in the works to bless 

backpacks for the next school 

year. Watch First Day!, Friday 

emails, and the church website 

for more details! 

Questions? Email Virginia, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org.  

mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


 

 

Who knew that in 2020 we would be thrown into a worldwide pandemic which we were woefully 

unprepared for? Who knew that in what seems like an instant, churches, synagogues, mosques, and other 

places of worship had to close their doors to their congregations for gathered worship? And who knew that 

in Howard County Maryland, in the time interval of about 4 days, we would have to figure out how to 

livestream worship for First Presbyterian Church of Howard County? But here we are a few months later, 

finding solace in being able to join with others in our church family in virtual worship, a mutual embrace 

through livestreaming. 

The path has been interesting! Each week, improvements to sound and video have been made and glitches 

here and there have been solved, often on the spot. So, it is “working”… BUT if you saw the present set-up 

in the sanctuary you would either chuckle or say “oh my!” A tripod here, a little table here, and there, and 

cables and microphones scattered about. We are using a borrowed camera and streaming software, and 

using our existing microphones which are designed for the spoken word, not for instrumental or vocal 

music. Working… but not sustainable. 

As livestreaming got under way, members of the congregation began sending messages of heartfelt thanks 

to the church staff and to those helping make livestreaming happen. For many, it was a life-line to worship 

and to others in our church family. The messages of thanks grew to messages of “we should make this 

permanent even when we can gather in person again down the road”. Yes, we should and we are! Through 

the Worship, Arts and Music unit, a tech advisory committee with deep A/V experience was formed to 

evaluate what would be needed to make a permanent, quality system a reality. In record time, the group 

consulted with each other, with two outside companies to evaluate a good A/V fit for our sanctuary 

(especially for sound), and put together a thoughtful, financially responsible proposal for a permanent 

system.  In mid-June, the Session authorized the go ahead for a capital campaign for this purpose in the 

amount of $30,000. 

Now it is our turn! Each of our circumstances is different, especially during this time of economic upheaval.  

I want to thank all of you in advance for prayerfully considering what you might be able to donate to this 

campaign. Donations can be made through your favorite mode of giving, and please designate the funds for 

the Livestreaming Campaign. 

Finally, a huge shout out to the people who make livestreaming happen every week and to those  

on the tech advisory committee for their amazing work. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  

(see list of names on next page.) 

 Nan  

 Chair- WAM 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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LIVESTREAMING CAMPAIGN 
Our Mutual Embrace Through Livestreamed Worship 



 

 

Instrumentalists, 

who are you? 
If you are a player of an instrument (i.e. cello, flute, 

violin, clarinet, trumpet, percussion, theremin, koto, 

and/or any other instrument!) please send Matt May 

an email (mmay@firstpreshc.org) and let him know 

your name, what instrument(s) you play, and level of 

experience/skill at the instrument. All players are 

welcome! Matt wants you to come and share your 

talents, but he doesn’t yet know who you are, and 

needs your help! Matt is looking forward to meeting 

you, getting to know you, and playing music 

together! 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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LIVESTREAMING CAMPAIGN (continued) 

Our Mutual Embrace Through Livestreamed Worship 

Swiss Crosses Wall Hanging 
Much of the church year is considered “ordinary 

time”, and the liturgical color is green. We are 

blessed to have for use in our sanctuary two 

banners designed by Web and Sarah and made by 

a group of church members and a Communion 

tablecloth designed and made by Debbie . 

Because we cannot see the banners and the 

wooden cross on our livestream services, 

Catherine offered to make a quilt to be hung on 

the wall above the choir. The pattern is called 

Swiss Crosses, which are familiar to us as the cross 

in the Swiss flag (white on a field of red) and the 

cross used by the Red Cross (red on a field of 

white). The fabrics were chosen to echo those in 

the banners and the Communion tablecloth, so 

the background of the quilt is light green and the 

crosses and border echo the darker greens of the 

Communion tablecloth and the blues, greens and 

the touch of purple in our banners. 



 

 

Summer Worship Continues through September 6, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  

On-Line Worship Is A New Experience. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more meaningful. Gather 

some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and matchstick so you can light the candle in your 

home when Pastor Sue lights the candle in the Sanctuary. The current Liturgical Color is GREEN for Ordinary 

Time. You could place some GREEN cloth under the candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a 

hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and join in the liturgy while 

you watch. Are there flowers blooming in your garden? Put one or two in a bud vase for your home worship 

space. Mark the text beforehand in a Bible, so you can follow the reading (the text will also be printed in the 

online bulletin.) Other ideas? Take a photo of your home worship space and send it to 

sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

Worship, Art & Music (WAM) 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Relaxed—Reverent—Joyful 

Continues through Sunday, September 6, 2020 
Worship will be livestreamed beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

Gathering Time will begin at approximately 9:45 a.m. 

Go to the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 
for the links on Facebook and YouTube and the worship bulletin 

The Church Office and Building is currently closed due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, August 13, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. 

email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

July 5 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Matthew 12:9-14 

Stretch 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

July 12 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The Gardener 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

July 19 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-42 
The Garden 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

July 26 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The Pantry 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

July 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/worship
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WAM Wants you to remember... 

The Fall Worship Schedule starts with Akwaaba Sunday! on September 13, 2020 

Stay tuned for details! 

Page 7  Ju ly/August  2020  

August 2 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Matthew 14:13-21 

An Inward Invisible Grace 
Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

August 9 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 14:22-33 
When the Wind is Against Us 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

August 16 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 15:21-28 
On Behalf of Another 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

August 23 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 16:13-20 
Who Do You Say That I Am 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

August 30 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 16:21-28 
Divine and Human Things 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

September 6 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Last Sunday of Summer Schedule 

Matthew 18:1-5 
Be Like This 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

August 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 

A Word about Sharing Communion at Home 
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home:  wine 

or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich 

bread, a roll, tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will 

want a napkin or a plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or 

juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be fine. Please 

use bread and wine/juice. 

 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the 

room where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it 

is when we gather in the Sanctuary. 

 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with Pastor Morton and break it, 

and the lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of 

the common loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup (everyone takes a 

sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread into the wine or juice.) When all have shared, 

place everything back on the table for the rest of the service. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us. 

Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month. 
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is available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc. 

SUMMER BIG READ 
Sacred Sense:  Discovering the Wonder of God’s Word and World, by William P. Brown (Eerdmans, 1985) 

[available from Amazon in paperback and Kindle] 

Zoom discussion group every week:  June 17 through July 29 

Wednesday mornings, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

 - OR- 

Wednesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Biblical scholar Bill Brown takes a journey from Genesis to Revelation, and makes what he calls  

“a stumbling attempt to identify what I find most central, most evocative, most wondrous.” 

Sacred Sense has been sitting on my (Pastor Sue’s) bookshelf – in the read this next section – since 2015, 

when I bought it. I invite you to pick it up and read along with me, week by week, chapter by chapter.  

But instead of meeting only twice over the summer, we’ll meet up on Zoom week by week for an hour to 

talk about one chapter of the book. Since there are 16 chapters in the book – we’ll tackle 7 this summer, 

take a break, and potentially pick up the rest in the fall.  

Bill Brown is an Old Testament scholar. I met him when we were in a Lily Endowment study group 

together. He teaches at Columbia Seminary in Georgia. He led the Bible Study at last year’s Big Tent 

gathering in Baltimore, and has been a keynote speaker for Presbyterians for Earth Care. 

Send an email, and indicate morning group or evening group, to Pastor Sue for the Zoom link: 

sharris@firstpreshc.org. 

Adult Education 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
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Lemonade on the Lawn 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 

Raindate:  Sunday, July 19, 2020 

Come gather on the church front lawn, 6 to 10 feet apart with 

face masks, and enjoy lemonade and seeing friends. Bring your 

lawn chairs, and snacks for your family. We ask that everyone 

over age 2 wear a face mask. The church will supply small 

bottles of lemonade and water. The bathrooms in the L.I.F.E. 

area will be accessible through the Bell Tower doors. We will 

play some games, sing some songs, and see how it works to be 

together out of doors, safely. At 4:45 p.m. we’ll have a brief 

service of Evening Prayer, which we will also Live Stream.  

Please feel free to linger after the service – just continue to wear masks and keep physically distanced. 

Please stay at home if you are not feeling well, have had contact in the last 14 days with someone who has 
tested positive for Covid-19, or are at higher risk for illness. 

See you on the Lawn! 

Conversations on Race 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom 

The movie Just Mercy is being streamed free of charge until the end of June. Please take time to watch 

this portrayal of civil rights lawyer and founder of The Equal Justice Initiative Bryan Stevenson. Then join 

us on Sunday, July 12 via Zoom from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a discussion.  

Please select “going” on the Facebook event on the church FB page, or R.S.V.P. to Caroline in the church 

office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Friday, July 10 at 3:00 p.m. You will be provided the Zoom meeting 

information the day before the event.  

Questions? Contact the church office 

We look forward to seeing you.  

Fellowship Opportunities 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! - July - Personal Dignity Products  
As part of the Board of Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard 

County, our featured donation for July is PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS. 

Hygiene Products??? What do they have to do with Hunger? Food Stamps do not 

cover cleaning and hygiene products so your donations will free up cash that people 

can use for food and other necessities. The day-to-day struggle for food is hard 

enough without having to worry about the simple dignity of personal cleanliness.  

Recommended items:  shampoo, deodorant, disposable razors, toothpaste, bar soap, 

detergent. 

Please bring your items - plus Personal Dignity Products - and place them in the 

storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box). 

Deacon News 

Remember CareNotes™?  
You know, those friendly, helpful pamphlets with the lovely 

pictures and words of comfort that the Deacons had on offer 

in the Lower Commons? CareNotes™ are a good place to start 

when sorting through confused and painful times. But with 

the church building closed up, the Deacons can’t make these 

helpful booklets available to everyone. But there’s good news. 

CareNotes™ has a “Caring Blog” that you can visit and read about issues like:  

“Responding to Life’s Challenges that are Out of Your Control” 

“Letting Faith Help You Handle Stress” 

“Letting Go of Stress: A Kid’s Guide to Putting Worry in its Place” 

Visit their website at www.carenotes.com to see other recent postings. And may God bless you as you 

read what you find there. 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – August – Paper the Town Day 
The Board of Deacons’ is campaigning in August for donations of –  

PAPER PRODUCTS. This is part of our church’s continuing efforts against Hunger 

in Howard County. Food Stamps do not cover paper products so struggling 

families must spend their dwindling cash for such things.  

Recommended items are: Paper Towels, Toilet paper, Gallon Size Ziploc bags, 

Aluminum Foil, Plastic wraps, Any Household Paper products.  

Please bring your items - plus Paper Products - and place them in the storage 

box by the back entrance (near the mail box). 

Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.  

http://www.carenotes.com


 

 

A Little Different Deacons Annual School Supply Drive 2020 
The Deacons will be collecting school supplies for Running Brook Elementary 

School, Bridges to Housing Stability and FIRN this year. Due to Covid-19 and a 

closed church building we are doing things a bit different this year.  

We are planning to collect school supplies and or cash donations on three 

consecutive Saturdays in August. We will have a tent set up in the church 

parking lot from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on August 8th, 15th, and 22nd.  

PLEASE drive up to the tent for a low-contact donation. Deacons will be wearing masks and gloves.  

Drive up, pop your trunk and we will grab the donations. If you wish to make a donation to enable the 

Deacons to shop for school supplies, and can’t come out please donate though the church and mark your 

donation clearly for School Supplies/Deacons. 

Many thanks to all who helped last year! Your help with this Ministry is greatly appreciated.  
Start looking for those sales! Please email fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org with any questions.  

Needed items are: 
☺ Backpacks 
☺ Hand sanitizer 
☺ Notebooks (wide rule only) 
☺ Wide Rule Notebook Paper 
☺ #2 Pencils 
☺ Blue or Black pens 
☺ Safety Scissors 
☺ Glue Sticks 
☺ Highlighters 
☺ Rulers 
☺ Pencil Boxes 
☺ Binders (1 inch wide, 3 ring) 
☺ Crayons- Boxes of 24 
☺ Markers- 8pk Thin & 8pk Thick 

 
☺ Black dry erase markers 
☺ Colored Pencils- 12 pack 
☺ Marble Composition Notebooks 

(wide rule) 
☺ Dividers 
☺ Ziploc Bags- Gallon & Sandwich 
☺ Spiral Notebooks (wide rule only) 
☺ Pocket Folders  

(with and without fasteners) 
☺ Large Pink Erasers 
☺ Pencil Top Erasers 
☺ Facial Tissue 
☺ Index Cards 
☺ Sticky Notes 

People News 
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Thank you! 
We would like to express our deep appreciation for the cards, 

flowers and food during this difficult time. Thank you. 

Sincerely, Wilma and Bill  

Welcome New Members 
Jowin and her son, Christopher joined First Presbyterian Church on 

May 26, 2020. Jowin joined by Reaffirmation of Faith and 

Christopher joined by Profession of Faith. Welcome!  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Elaine and Roger  

who were married  

on Saturday, June 13, 2020. 

May God bless you! 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
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The Green Page 

Earth Forum of Howard County—2020-2021 
Third Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 

2020:  October 18 or November 15 

2021:  January 17, March 21  

Mark your calendars and join us for the Earth Forum! 

Surviving Climate Change 

We now face a world in which rising global warming can cause a major loss of human and other life, and 

increasing social, economic, and political upheaval. We have already seen record-breaking floods, hurricanes, 

wildfires, and droughts. Based on abundant scientific evidence, we can recognize that our global climate is 

becoming increasingly unstable due to human-caused atmospheric carbon pollution. Escalating global 

warming will affect humanity’s survival, as well as the survival of plants and animals. As our average global 

temperatures continue to rise, other major social, economic and political challenges will also worsen. The 

effects of climate change are already affecting millions in many areas of the world, with many individuals and 

businesses being forced to deal with escalating weather catastrophes and a decline in food and other 

resources. In the not too distant future, global warming can affect hundreds of millions of other people all 

over the Earth when food production drops further, and food becomes scarcer; when storms continue to 

grow more violent, costly, and cataclysmic; and when damage to homes, businesses, and infrastructure 

increases in more and larger areas. If we don’t get our carbon emissions under control, there could also be 

severe “feedback cycles” where warming causes the release of carbon dioxide currently contained in the 

land and in the oceans, fueling even further warming. The potential for systemic collapse of much bigger 

proportions than the current coronavirus pandemic remains unacknowledged, without serious action being 

undertaken to avoid it. 

The scientific evidence is clear--human activity is causing our planet to warm at an alarming rate. Scientists 

have warned that we have just over a decade to halve our carbon emissions to avoid the most devastating 

effects of climate change. But it may not be too late to avoid or limit some of its worst effects. Responding to 

climate change will involve a two-tier approach:  1) “mitigation” --reducing the flow of greenhouse gases into 

the atmosphere; and 2) “adaptation” -- learning to live with, and adapt to, the climate change that is already 

occurring. Because climate change is truly a global problem, this response will require international, national, 

and local efforts to address it and its effects.  

By Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 

satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 

steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation.  



 

 

Rain Garden Update 
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First Presbyterian Church of Howard County chose several 

years ago to put in a rain garden to sequester and use 

water from our roof. It not only grows flowers but, helps 

the environment and community. It has been a model for 

others seeking to use rain gardens to improve their 

neighborhoods and help prevent problems with erosion 

and other environmental degradation. HOWEVER, a rain 

garden takes commitment for it's upkeep. Maintenance is 

the last but, not least item on the checklist to putting in a 

rain garden! 

If this is not done, whether professionally or by the owners 

of the rain garden, it becomes a vehicle for spreading invasive species and ineffective at it's job. Which is not looking 

beautiful, which it does anyway but, functioning to retain water for a period of time and help strengthen the web of 

life in our area. We have had some native weeds come into the rain garden which have strengthened this mission 

(milk weed for butterflies) but, also have several plant types that are invasive and are detrimental to the plants 

already there and not part of a rain garden ecosystem. Grasses (Bermuda grass or wire grass as some call it is 

especially bad!), nut sedge, clover and dandelions come in from the lawn which surrounds the rain garden. Birds perch 

in the willow tree that is on one side of our garden and deposit seeds from the nearby woods and other areas of 

Columbia and many of these seeds are invasive or noxious (China berry, autumn olive, barberry, poison ivy, Japanese 

honeysuckle to name a few). The wind blows in tree seeds (tree of heaven, tulip poplar) and these need to be 

removed. Even oak trees from squirrel activity get planted in our rain garden. 

My name is Evelyn, one of the Earth Care Team of our church. After the rain garden 

was put in, I took on the maintenance of the rain garden with the help of a group of 

people contracted by the church. This has worked for several years but, the contract 

may not be renewed this year and even if it is renewed, one of the purposes of the 

rain garden is to teach awareness about the greening actions needed in our day and 

age. So I want to teach several people about how to maintain the rain garden and to 

join me in the weeding (learning that not all weeds are “weeds”) and in learning 

about the environment we have created at our church. 

I will be at the Sunday, July 12th gathering and hope you will join me in a scavenger 

hunt in the rain garden for invasive species and native weeds- both wanted and 

unwanted. I want to teach you about removing one or more invasive plants and/or 

“weeds” that we try to control in our rain garden. This is a nice way to spend some 

time outside and if everyone does a little, a lot can be accomplished. 
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Coronavirus and the Church 

 Ways you can help... 

Share the Peace,  

Spread the Word,  

but not the virus. 

COVID-19 Team 
Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines, etc. as 

needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org Thank you to those who 

have volunteered and have been helping out already! 

Coping With Trauma On The Frontlines 
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 

Join the online Trauma Speakers Series hosted by the Horizon Foundation to hear from national speakers 

and local experts on how the unique mental health challenges of the COVID-19 crisis affect essential work-

ers on the frontlines. The online event will include personal reflections from trauma survivors, followed by 

advice from mental health experts on how to process and navigate through traumatic experiences. More 

information and free registration is available: https://bit.ly/hf-trauma-series.  

For flier, go to:  https://www.dropbox.com/s/qxftxcci9uxwphh/Coping%20with%20Trauma%20-%20HF%

20Series%20%28July%208%29.pdf?dl=0  

Face Masks Update 
As of June 25, 2020 it seems that there is no longer a high need for the cloth masks.  

Milltown Quilters have made and donated over 2,500 masks,  

in conjunction with Faithful Circle Quilters, for those in need.  

This represents a tremendous dedication by our guilds’ members to help the community. 

THANK YOU TO MILLTOWN QUILTERS AND FAITHFUL CIRCLE QUILTERS  

for your dedication to serving the community, including First Presbyterian church of Howard County 

If you need a facemask please contact Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org or 410-404-7660 

If you would like to make face masks for personal use go to - http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/  

for instructions and patterns. 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County will continue to close the building to Outside User Groups 

and large church groups through Monday, October 5, 2020, at least. All User Group Meetings continue to 

be cancelled. We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health of our community, as well as 

using our own judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and safety of the building. We will of 

course keep you updated as we know more or as changes develop. Thank you for your understanding. 

Safety is our goal. 

mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
https://bit.ly/hf-trauma-series
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qxftxcci9uxwphh/Coping%20with%20Trauma%20-%20HF%20Series%20%28July%208%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qxftxcci9uxwphh/Coping%20with%20Trauma%20-%20HF%20Series%20%28July%208%29.pdf?dl=0
mailto:sexton@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/
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Feed Howard County logo was designed by Manuela Fantcho.  

FEED HOWARD COUNTY LAUNCHES “FEED THE 5,000” 
Campaign to Provide 5,000 Meals by July 4 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Feed Howard County is partnering with local churches, community groups 

and political leaders to support local restaurants and families in need.   

Feed Howard County is challenging the communities of faith within Howard County to help feed those in 

need – and help our struggling restaurants at the same time. Since early May, Feed Howard County has been 

raising funds, buying meals from local restaurants, and delivering those meals to people in need. In only 1 

month the initiative has delivered over 1000 meals. 

Now we are raising the bar with - Feed the 5000.  We are challenging each community of faith to set a goal – 

and reach it by July 4th – so Feed Howard County can deliver 5000 meals to those in need.  

If your community can provide 10 meals….or 100 (or even more)…let’s challenge ourselves to set a goal and 

reach it. Every donation will help us reach the ultimate goal of 5000. 

The need in Howard County has never been greater and will not lessen anytime soon. Let’s challenge each 

other to share our gifts and Feed the 5000. 

To learn more about Feed Howard County and to donate go to:  www.feedhowardcounty.org and please join 

us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

You can donate via  https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate —  

(Choose “Feed Howard County” under giving options) 

Or by check, make checks payable to:  Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation 

Memo Line:  Feed Howard County 

Mail the check to the following address: 

Cal Ripken Sr Foundation Inc., PO Box 825452, Philadelphia, PA 19182-5452 

We will also be looking for volunteers to help us execute the deliveries in the coming weeks. Email us at 

feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to get details and we will get you scheduled to volunteer soon.  

Coronavirus and the Church (continued) 

http://www.feedhowardcounty.org/
http://www.feedhowardcounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/feedhowardcounty/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://twitter.com/FeedCounty
https://www.instagram.com/feedhowardcounty/
https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate
mailto:feedhowardcounty@gmail.com
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Mission News 

A Word of Thanks from Our Partner Presbytery In Guatemala 

The Executive Committee (EC) of the Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery, our partner presbytery in 

Guatemala, wrote to thank us (First Pres) for the gift of $6000 in emergency relief support that our church 

sent in May. The EC used the money to purchase food, which was distributed to 386 families in the eight 

churches that make up this small rural presbytery. In the words of the EC Secretary, “We are grateful for the 

gift, and want the people at First Pres to know that we love them all. We pray for them every day. We give 

thanks first to God, but also to our sisters and brothers in Maryland who never forget about us.” Although 

there are no known cases of COVID-19 in the Boca Costa region, curfews and stay-at-home orders are still in 

effect, and most people have no income during this difficult time, so the gift of corn, rice, beans and other 

groceries was deeply appreciated. 

SAVE THE DATE 

11th Annual 5K Family Run/Walk for Coffee is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 31, 2020. The details are still being worked out 

but save the date so you can join the fun. Keep watching Tidings 

and First Day for additional information.   

Census 2020 
It's not too late to fill in your 2020 Census form! Census results are used for everything from awarding 

federal and state dollars to Congressional representation and business decisions. The pandemic has made 

it much harder to get a robust response, and everyone needs to be counted. In FY2017, Maryland got $31 

Billion based on census data. The new deadline is October 31, but do it now! Howard County's response 

rate as of June 25 is 75.5%, so there's still a way to go. All you need is your address. Go to 

www.2020census.gov or call 844-330-2020. BE COUNTED! 

Check out this article highlighting  

First Presbyterian Church’s Guatemala Partnership!!!! 

Guatemala mission partners focus on relief rather than reunion. 

During COVID-19, need for food and clean water take priority as mission trips are canceled, postponed or 

moved online. 

Presbyterian News Service | June 26, 2020 
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/guatemala-mission-partners-focus-on-relief-rather-than-reunion/ 

http://www.2020census.gov
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/guatemala-mission-partners-focus-on-relief-rather-than-reunion/
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Christian Education 
Monica, 2023, Chair 
Bill, 2023 (adults) 
Jackie, 2023 (children) 
Kathy, 2021 (youth) 

Discipleship &  
Caring Ministries 
Wilma, 2021, Chair 
Jean Robert, 2021 
Sharon, 2022 
Doria, 2022 

Mission 
Clarence, 2022, Chair 
Becky, 2023 
Kathy, 2023 

P3 
Doyle, 2022, Chair 

Strengthening the Church 
Debbie, 2021, Chair 
Louisa, 2021 
Margot, 2022 

WAM 
Nan, 2021, Chair 
Kathy, 2022 
Chuck, 2022 

Kellianne, 2021, Youth Elder 

Clerks 
Jon, Clerk of Session 
Ginny, Assistant Clerk of Session 
 
 

Financial Team 
Nancy, Treasurer 
Larry, 2021  
 Financial Secretary 
Steve, 2022 
 Financial Secretary 
Emmanuel, 2023 
 Financial Secretary 

Officers of the Corporation 
Debbie, President 
Jon, Secretary 
Nancy, Treasurer 

Nominating Committee 
Margot, Elder, Chair 
TBD, Elder 
David, Deacon 
Emmanuel,  
 Member-at-Large 
Jon, Member-at-Large 
Brian, Member-at-Large 
Megan, Member-at-Large 

Pastor-Parish-Personnel 
Committee 
Doyle, 2022, Chair 
Heather, 2021 
Debbie, 2021 
Mark, 2022 
Sarah, 2023 
Ginny, 2023 

 

 

 

Deacons 
 Chrissy, 2020, Moderator 
Merle, 2021 
Zafar, 2021 
David, 2021 
Ellen, 2021, Treasurer 
Anne, 2021 
Elaine, 2022 
Toni, 2022 
Evelyn, 2022 
Carol, 2022 
Genevieve, 2022 
Therese, 2023 
Carol, 2023 
Amanda, 2023 
Larry, 2023, Secretary 
Sarah, 2023 

Ministry Areas of Session, Church Officers & Deacons 
After ordination and installation of officers on June 14, 2020 the Session appointed new chairs of Ministry 

Areas and Church Officers. Below is the list for the 2020-2021 program year. Please contact them if you 

would like to volunteer or have concerns. 

2020-2021 Stated Session Meetings 
Unless otherwise noted, meetings are on the fourth Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom until further notice.  

Optional chat-and-gather time  at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:  August 25, September 22, October 27 (5th Tuesday), November 17 (3rd Tuesday), 

2021:  January 26, February 23, Thursday, March 18, April 27, May 25, June 22, August 24 



 

 

Financial Report Summary as of May 31, 2020   

   
Actual to Date  Expected to Date  

More (less) than 

Expected 

Contributions Received  $285,839  $305,708  ($19,869) 

  Total Income  $319,815  $340,500  ($20,685) 

  Total Expenses  $318,915  $340,500  ($21,585) 

Surplus (Deficit) to Date $900  ($0)   $900 
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Per Capita 

Apportionment 
Total Number of Contributions 
Received as of June 25, 2020 

Total Number = 90 

Amount = $5,151.00 

Per Capita for 2020 is $36.00 
Have you paid yours yet?  

Thank you if you did! 

& 



 

 

Sign-up to receive  

your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  

save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who  

have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  and next month you’ll 

see Tidings in your inbox! 

 

 

 

Tidings September 2020 Issue 8  

is Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Please send articles to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date  

with your current home and email address  

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Church Staff will be off and the  

Church Office and Building will be closed on: 
Friday, July 3, 2020 in observance of Independence Day.  

and on Monday, September 7, 2020 in observance of Labor Day. 
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A Note About First Day! 

First Day has three versions:  the printed version, the email 

version, and the web version. The web version does not 

include last names, phone numbers, emails, or any pertinent 

information about church members - mainly for security 

reasons. If you want all the details about church news and 

who to contact, please refer to the version sent in the Friday 

email. If you are not receiving the Friday email please 

contact Caroline Smith at fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

Thank you! 

The Church Office and Building are 
currently closed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Please 
contact the Church Administrator, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, if you 
need access to the church office or 
building. Thank you. 

mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

