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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 12, 2020 

10:00 a.m. Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

However many blessings we expect from God, 
God’s infinite liberality will always exceed  
all our wishes and our thoughts. 

  John Calvin 

 Gathering Time (begins about 10 minutes before worship begins.) 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

We are all God’s children through faith in Jesus Christ. 
We are one body and one Spirit, 
and God calls us together in one hope. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Prelude on PROMISED LAND  arr. Don Phillips 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Generous God,  
This day and all its possibilities are your gifts to us. 
Make us ready to receive your grace 
this morning and every morning. 
Amen. 
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* Song Mungu Ni Mwema arr. John L. Bell 

 

 

 

* Hymn 308 O God in Whom All Life Begins Noel 

  (see hymn on next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
you love us, you care for us, 
and you lead us day by day. 
But we have not followed you. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
And we have not loved our neighbors. 
Forgive us by your grace. 
Help us to walk in your way, 
that we may see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love; 
for Jesus sake. 
Amen. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Thanksgiving (singing together) Solomon Major 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Song 399 God Welcomes All John L. Bell 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

 Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd 
stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Thoughts on the Lesson:  The Gardener Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith/Saying Yes 

Because God cares for us, 
 we will care for each other. 

Because we are part of God’s creation, 
 we will care for the earth. 

Because we are loved by God, 
 we will share God’s love with everyone. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

We pray to you, O God: 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Give your church, O God, 
the grace to serve you with courage, 
that our lives may be a witness to your compassion 
and our actions a testimony to your justice and mercy. 
Through Jesus Christ, our teacher, friend and savior. 
Amen. 
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 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem The Prayer of St. Francis Allen Pote 

  Nan Miller, soprano 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Creating God, how manifold are your works! 
You open your hand with generosity and love 
and our lives are filled with good things! 

Loving God, we give you thanks for everything yellow! 
The bright yellow sun, 
yellow fields of wheat and grain that toss about in the breeze, 
dandelions, daffodils, sunflowers, 
goldfinches, canaries, ducklings, giraffes, 
butter, corn, bananas, lemons, 
tennis balls, school busses, pencils and macaroni and cheese! 
We thank you for our church,  
and for bringing us together today, 
and for everyone who helps us worship you  
with all our heart and soul. 
O God, you are always with us. 
Now we offer you our lives, to be shaped by your Spirit. 
Make us people who will live in your love, 
and change the world for you. 
Amen. 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 835 Just a Closer Walk with Thee Closer Walk 
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* Closing Responses 

In work and in worship 
God is with us. 

Gathered and scattered 
God is with us. 

Now and always 
God is with us; thanks be to God! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Postlude on FOREST GREEN arr. David Lowe 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Program Staff Cell Phone Numbers 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-3768 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor, 443-824-4305 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator, 410-292-3400 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries, 443-741-2897 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via email or on their cell phone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


