THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Akwaaba! Welcome!
September 13, 2020
10:30 a.m. Livestream Service

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
The church must be the home to which all people freely come
should life be good, should it be bad, happy or sad,
this still must be the place
which welcomes all and offers God’s embrace.
Janne Mark (trans. John L. Bell)

Gathering Time
Music begins at 10:15 a.m.
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music
Voluntary on This Is the Feast
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Crystal Sky

Charles Callahan
Bradbury/arr. Hayes
Ola Gjeilo

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Prelude

Arabasque No. 1
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Claude Debussy

Lighting the Christ Candle
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Great and good God,
give us pure hearts that we may see you,
humble hearts that we may hear you,
hearts of love that we may serve you,
hearts of faith that we may live in you,
reverent hearts that we may worship you,
here and in the world out there,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn 401

Here in This Place/Gather Us In
(see music on the next page)
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Gather Us In
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
For the right roads we avoided traveling,
and the kind words we refused to share;
for the false gods who received our worship
and the true selves we have starved of love.
God, by your grace, forgive us.
For the hidden hurts we have held too tightly,
and the promises which we never kept;
for the careless use of our time and money
and the lame excuses we should never have made.
God, by your grace, forgive us.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)

For all we should be, and all we can amend,
in your love, renew us.
For all you have in store for us
and all you may demand of us,
in your love, prepare us.
For the life of the world
and the love of its people,
in your love, commit us.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)
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Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise 582

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

(singing together)
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* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* Response of Praise 700, verse 1

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

(singing together)

Words of Welcome
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HEAR
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer for Illumination
Gospel Lesson: Mark 4:30-34
30 He

also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade.”
33 With

many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private
to his disciples.
34 he

For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us:
Thanks be to God!
Sermon

Tell Me A Story
(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)
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The Co-Pastors

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from the Iona Community

We believe in God,
whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives,
whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth,
whose love was crucified by the evil
that waits to enslave us all,
and whose love, defeating even death,
is our glorious promise of freedom.
Therefore,
though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt,
in God we trust;
and, in the name of Jesus Christ,
we commit ourselves, in the service of others,
to seek justice and to live in peace,
to care for the earth
and to share the common wealth of God’s goodness,
to live in the freedom of forgiveness
and the power of the spirit of love,
and in the company of the faithful so to be the church,
for the glory of God.
Thanks be to God!
Concerns and Remembrances
Prayer of Gratitude and Concern
God of abundant grace,
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Almighty and ever-living God,
ruler of all things in heaven and earth,
hear our prayers for this congregation.
Strengthen the faithful,
arouse the careless,
restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind
within your holy church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Minute for Mission – Guatemala Scholarship Program
The Offering
Offertory Anthem

The Prayer

by Foster/Sager

Nan Miller and Liz Floyd

SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 853

We Are Marching in the Light of God

Siyahamba

(sing in English – marching, dancing, praying, singing,
and then in Xhosa - Siyahamba)

(continue on next page)
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* Closing Responses
This is the good news:
Christ has risen and the Spirit is with us!
This is our story:
In life and in death we belong to God.
This is our new commandment:
To love one another as Christ loves us.
This is our calling:
To pray and work for the justice and joy of God’s realm.
* Benediction
Postlude

Partita on The Old One Hundredth,
var. v. Presto & var. vi: Più Presto

Sr. M. Theophane, OSF

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.



Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.
All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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