FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
September 13, 2020

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the
candle in the Sanctuary. The current Liturgical Color is GREEN. You could place
some GREEN cloth under the candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either
a hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it
and join in the liturgy while you watch. Are there flowers blooming in your garden?
Put one or two in a bud vase for your home worship space.
Mark the text beforehand in a Bible, so you can follow the reading (the text will
also be printed in the online bulletin.) Other ideas? Take a photo of your home
worship space and send it to sharris@firstpreshc.org.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Song Leaders: Nan and Liz; Percussionist: Jeff
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Elaine in honor of her
mother’s September 11th birthday; and by Ruth and Jim in honor of all who have
been working faithfully and creatively to find ways to be “the church” during this
difficult time.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
NEXT Sunday, September 20, 2020 4:00 p.m.
We’re watching the curve and will let you know if things change!
Come gather on the church front lawn, 6 to 10 feet apart with face masks, and
enjoy lemonade and seeing friends. Bring your lawn chairs, and snacks for your
family. We ask that everyone over age 2 wear a face mask. The church will supply
small bottles of lemonade and water. The bathrooms in the L.I.F.E. area will be
accessible through the Bell Tower doors. At 4:45 p.m. we’ll have a brief service of
Evening Prayer, which we will also Livestream. Please feel free to linger after the
service – just continue to wear masks and keep physically distanced.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
Please pray for: Mispa, Justin, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Mil, Rose, Carol, Betty, Doris,
Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and
Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19;
healthcare workers and essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic.
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Vivian, Barb, Virginia
Friends & Family: Louise’s friend, Liam, Kathy’s father, William, Pat’s friend,
Jennifer; Katherine, Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Dennis, Rosemary, Jeannie, Peter, Mel,
Aaron, Hazel, Julian and family, Daneen, Tim, Dave and Maureen and family,
Emily, David
Upcoming Surgery: Phil
Recovering from Surgery: Ron
Hospitalized: Shirley
Care Center: Marvin, Reva
Bereaved: Marvin, Cheri and Elaine, Nancy & Ron, Alice, Barb; Wilma and Bill,
Laura, Louisa, Megan, Tom and Kathy
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Please contact one of the Pastors: Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Dag Hammarskjöld (July 29, 1905 – September 18, 1961) This Swedish diplomat
served as General Secretary of the United Nations from 1953-61. He was
distinguished for his use of personal diplomacy. His book, Markings, is a classic in
conveying how the intersection of spiritual and political dimensions made his
pilgrimage a calling. He died while on a UN mission to what is now Zambia, where
his plane crashed. He was awarded posthumously the Nobel Peace Prize in 1961.
Today’s Prayer of the Day is a prayer by Hammarskjöld, which has been published
in our Book of Common Worship.
We also remember: September 15, 1963 four young black girls attending Sunday
School at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama were killed by a
KKK bomb. Not until 50 years later was there any serious attempt to prosecute
those guilty.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week,
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay. We pray for:
 Greater respect for Indigenous people and greater acceptance of all peoples
across bounds of ethnicity and religion;
 The protection of children from violence and abuse, and recognitions of their
rights and dignity;
 Those who protect and care for the region’s threatened soil, forests, waters,
glaciers.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2020
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery.
 Mt. Paran Church in Randallstown – Ed Terry, Anita Bishop-Johnson and
Donna Lea, Commissioned Ruling Elders
 Northminster Church in Reisterstown – Janna VanderWoude, Pastor

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
WORSHIP is now at 10:30 a.m. – Change in worship livestream time
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time – 15 minutes of music, welcome
and sharing as we gather in for livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links
FACEBOOK LIVE: MUSIC WITH MATT
Join Matt on Facebook Live every week, Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Matt will discuss a variety of topics such as tips for hymn singing, selecting organ
registration for hymns, behind the scenes for virtual choir video creation, and
more, including live Q&A. Also, submit topic ideas to Matt as well!
(mmay@firstpreshc.org). Looking forward to seeing you on FB Live!
FACEBOOK LIVE EVENING PRAYER
Thursday nights at 9:30 pm.
Pastor Sue invites you to gather on her deck on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course in this summer of physical
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access our page. There’s a link directly to our
page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org - just scroll down the right-hand side,
and you’ll find our social media links there. The BLUE F is for Facebook! Bring your
self and maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online!
THE BLUE COMMUNION WARE ON THE COMMUNION TABLE is part of a large set
of communion ware that our presbytery’s Committee on Local Arrangements
(COLA) commissioned for the General Assembly that was to meet in Baltimore in
June. Many churches in the presbytery now have parts of the set, including us!
It is from Annapolis Pottery.
SWISS CROSSES WALL HANGING
Much of the church year is considered “ordinary time”, and the liturgical color is
green. We are blessed to have for use in our sanctuary two banners designed by
Web and Sarah and made by a group of church members, and a Communion
tablecloth designed and made by Debbie. Because we cannot see the banners and
the wooden cross on our livestream services, Catherine offered to make a quilt to
be hung on the wall above the choir. The pattern is called Swiss Crosses, which are
familiar to us as the cross in the Swiss flag (white on a field of red) and the cross
used by the Red Cross (red on a field of white). The fabrics were chosen to echo
those in the banners and the Communion tablecloth, so the background of the
quilt is light green and the crosses and border echo the darker greens of the
Communion tablecloth and the blues, greens and the touch of purple in our
banners.
FLOWERS ON SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER – Thank you to everyone who responded
so quickly to donate flowers – all spots are filled! Three openings are available in
October on the 4th, 11th and 18th. Contact Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, if interested in donating flowers.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Wednesday Bible Study – BIG READ CONTINUES
Starting Wednesday, September 16, 2020
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 -11:00 a.m. OR
Wednesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Sacred Sense: Discovering the Wonder of God’s Word and World,
by William P. Brown (Eerdmans, 1985)
September 16: Chapter 7 – Wounded Wonder, read Job 38-42
Send an email to Pastor Sue, and indicate morning group or evening group, for the
Zoom link, sharris@firstpreshc.org All are welcome! Jump into the conversation.
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE BOOK DISCUSSION
Sundays, October 11-November 22, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom
Stamped From the Beginning by Ibram X. Kendi’s. “Stamped” is described as a
“history of how racist ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in American
society.” Order your book now and start reading. Questions? Contact the church
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SECOND GRADE BIBLES
Every year we give new bibles to the second graders of the church. This year
second graders and their bibles will be blessed during livestream worship NEXT
Sunday, September 20, 2020. Families are then invited to stop by the church after
worship that same day to pick up the bible along with a personalized nameplate.
Check with Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education,
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org to make sure your child is on the list. Watch your email
for more information.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
CIRCLES OF CARE
In these days of missing each other’s presence we are happy to invite you to join a
small group to connect with one another. Let’s not wait until the virus is behind us
to stay in touch. We need to care for others and know that others care for us. So
we encourage you to let us know that you would like to sign on for one of these
groups. Each group will have a moderator and together the group can decide their
interests for discussion or socializing. Please let us know how you would prefer to
meet.
1. In person with social distancing
2. Zoom
3. A combination of the two.
To indicate your interest and your preferences please email the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB - This social group started by the Lockyers many years
ago in their home continues to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants
and friends. All are welcome! With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering
by Zoom, every other Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The next one will be
Thursday, September 17 and will end with BINGO. To be added to the
announcement email list, contact the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
THE GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE for the 2021 Guatemalan school
year begins today and goes through October 18, 2020. Whether classes there will
be virtual or in-person, we want to maintain our goal of 82 scholarships. This
means that all of last year’s scholarship students will be able to continue their
education and new students can be chosen to replace graduates. The cost of a full
scholarship is $460, but contributions of any size are welcome. Pay on the church
website www.firstpreshc.org through the church PayPal account or mail a check to
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia,
MD 21045. Don’t forget to indicate “Guatemala Scholarships” in
the note section. For deferred or installment payments, contributions
in memory or in honor of someone, or questions, please email
guatemalascholarships@firstpreshc.org.
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – September – Food Staples
The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional donations of grains and beans
as part of our continuing efforts against hunger in Howard County. Suggested
items: Rice, Pasta, Dried or canned lentils, Dried or canned beans, Packages
rice/pasta side dishes. Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back
entrance (near the mail box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food
donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too many of our neighbors
especially this year. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of
Howard County.
COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting online
monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank

GENERAL INFORMATION
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email, Tidings,
Annual Response Program, etc. Are you receiving emails from First Presbyterian
Church of Howard County? If not, please send your email address to our Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same
time please send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your
family members. We want everyone involved!!
CHURCH BUILDING UPDATE
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff has been working from home
since March 24, 2020. Effective Tuesday, September 8, 2020 the Church Office will
be accessible to church members between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, when a staff member is in the building. If you want to come into
the building advance notice is preferred, please contact Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, to make arrangements. If that is not possible, please
call the church office, 410-730-3545, so the staff member knows you are coming
and can let you in upon your arrival. The Church Office and Building are still closed
to the public and the doors are locked. Face masks must be worn when you enter
the building or are on the church grounds, and please practice social distancing.
Thank you for helping to control the spread of the virus. Be safe and please keep
our Church Staff safe and healthy so they can continue to do the work of the
church!
All in-person activities, study groups, meetings and services are cancelled until
further notice as conditions warrant. Some groups will meet via Zoom or other
online apps. Watch Tidings, First Day, Friday Email, and the church website,
www.firstpreshc.org for information concerning the church’s activities. Contact us
if you need us, we’re here for you. Keep washing your hands! Stay healthy!
NEW POLO SHIRTS! Wear your First Presbyterian Church of Howard County pride
with a new polo shirt. They go great with a mask or without. Polo shirts are $25.
The shirts are turquoise blue with a limited number of pink available. Please
contact the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org and arrangements will be
made for delivery or pick-up to get you your new First Pres Polo Shirt. Sizes are
Men’s Small to Men’s 3XL.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we
can continue to give:
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This
works even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the
church website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that
clearly says “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County: General Giving.”
2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a
contribution to the church as a payment.
3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are
delivered to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises.
4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form
– you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the
church website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. This
form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronicgiving-form-fpchc/
We are exploring other ways of contributing that will be safe, easy and
convenient. Those will be included on this list as they become operational.
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!
PER CAPITA FOR 2020 is $36.00. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s
share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this
amount for each member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?
Thank you to those 90 people who have paid already!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of September 9, 2020
Actual Expenses as of September 9, 2020
Total

$512,673.10
519,940.00
($7,266.90)

It takes an average of $2,238.90 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (3) day ahead/(behind).

COMMUNITY MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
TODAY IS THE CHILI & CHALLENGE VIRTUAL EDITION
to Support Bridges to Housing Stability:
If you haven’t purchased a chili meal you can still donate
via First Presbyterian Church’s Tip Jar
go to http://bit.ly/fpchc4bridges

For more details visit https://bridges2hs.org/chiliandchallenge/

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines,
etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF HOWARD COUNTY will continue to close the
building to Outside User Groups and large church groups through Sunday,
January 31, 2021, at least. All Outside User Group Meetings continue to be
cancelled. We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health of our
community, as well as using our own judgment about our ability to maintain
cleanliness and safety of the building. We will of course keep you updated as we
know more or as changes develop.
FACE MASKS ARE MANDATORY IN MARYLAND
And mandatory in the church building. Bring Your Own Mask! If you need a face
mask, please contact Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org. If you would like to
make face masks go to http://www.firstpreshc.org/face-masks/ for info.

BAKERS NEEDED!!
FOR DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION WEEK
Feed Howard County and FPCHC are working
together to help celebrate people living with
disabilities and their Direct Support Professionals*
by providing meals and desserts for the staff and
residents of The Arc of Howard County.
We are looking for FPCHC bakers to provide cakes,
pies, cookies, or any desserts for a lunch on
Tuesday, September 15.
Desserts and/or $10 gift cards from Dunkin Donuts
or a bagel shop need to be dropped off at The Arc
(11735 Homewood Rd, Ellicott City) between
11:00 a.m. – noon on Tuesday, September 15.
Feed Howard County volunteers will be outside to
accept your dessert when you drive up. Please wear
a mask. Thank you for your support!!
Please email feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to
let us know if you can provide dessert. We need
desserts for 40 homes.
Questions? Call Pat Curran, 443-695-0756 or pcurran613@gmail.com
Direct Support Professionals often make the crucial difference for many of our
citizens with disabilities when it comes to living a fulfilling life in the community.
DSPs provide a broad range of services, which must be individualized and tailored
to meet each person’s needs. Not only does the position vary from person to
person, it may also vary over time, making this type of work rewarding but
challenging in its scope.
* Governor Hogan has proclaimed September 13-19th
Direct Support Professional Recognition week in Maryland

Feed Howard County logo was designed by Manuela Fantcho.

FEED HOWARD COUNTY is challenging the communities of faith within Howard
County to help feed those in need – and help our struggling restaurants at the
same time. Since early May, Feed Howard County has been raising funds, buying
meals from local restaurants, and delivering those meals to people in need.
Over 3,894 meals have been served since May 2, 2020 through Feed Howard
County. Thank you to all who have contributed to make this possible.
To learn more about Feed Howard County and to donate go to:
www.feedhowardcounty.org and please join us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.
You can donate via https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate—
(Choose “Feed Howard County” under giving options)
Or by check, make checks payable to: Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation
Memo Line: Feed Howard County | Mail the check to the following address:
Cal Ripken Sr Foundation Inc., PO Box 825452, Philadelphia, PA 19182-5452
We will also be looking for volunteers to help us execute the deliveries in the
coming weeks. Email us at feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to get details and we
will get you scheduled to volunteer soon.
MEALS DELIVERED THROUGH Feed Howard County in September:
9/2/2020 – 150 meals from La Palapa for Howard Crossing Apartments
9/3/2020 – 75 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering for Roslyn Rise
9/3/2020 – 75 meals from Absolutely Perfect Catering for Rideout Health
MEALS SCHEDULED through Feed Howard County in August. If you would like to
volunteer please contact Debbie Reese, dlr372@gmail.com
9/15/2020 – 150 meals at ARC

STAY COVID-SAFE
AND MAKE SURE YOUR VOTE IS COUNTED
Check your Registration
Register
Get a Mail-In Ballot
Vote by Mail
Vote In-Person
GET MORE INFO FROM: VOTE411.ORG OR
THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING BELOW
ZOOM AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE: WWW.FIRSTPRESHC.ORG
GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN – SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER 18
Sunday, September 13th
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE – FIRST DAY | AKWAABA SUNDAY
MINUTE FOR MISSION – GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom
Tuesday, September 15th
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting in Lyle Buck Hall
7:00 p.m. Coffee Run Meeting via Zoom
Deacons Meeting via Zoom
Wednesday, September 16th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry
2:00 p.m. Facebook Live: Music with Matt
7:00 p.m. Evening Big Read via Zoom
Strengthening the Church Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, September 17th
9:30 p.m. Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors
Friday, September 18th
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Sunday, September 20th
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SECOND GRADERS RECEIVE BIBLES
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Summer Worship – Livestream
4:00 p.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle via Zoom

Staff Contact Information
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, October 15, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. for the November 2020 Issue #10.

