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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 11, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Jesus throws wide his net, gathers the broken, finds the lost. 
Come and be nursed by God; trust in God’s care and live. 

  Swee Hong Lim 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  The Quiet Journey Thomas Keesecker 

  Excerpts from Ballade No. 2 Chopin 

  Elijah Handel 

  Ye People, rend your hearts 
  If with all your hearts 
  Clarence Baney, soloist 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude Arabesque No. 2 Claude Debussy 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

May we remember 
that God created and is still creating. 

May we remember 
that God liberated and is still liberating. 

May we remember 
that God fed and is still feeding. 

This is our one story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Creator God, 
as we begin worship today, 
we take a deep breath. 
And with that breath, 
we ask you that you would tell us again how it all began. 
Tell us of manna in the wilderness 
and the disciples around the table. 
Tell us again of your love for this world. 
Tell us again how it changed everything. 
Tell us again, so that we have the strength to tell others. 
Pour your Spirit into us, 
that we may remember who we are, 
and that we are yours. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 53 O God, Who Gives Us Life Noel 

  (see next page) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 
we confess that we remember the wrong things. 
We remember lessons that suit us 
and forget lessons of love and grace. 
We forget to forgive. 
We forget to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We forget to live like the body of Christ. 
Help us, O God, to remember the right things: 
good things, holy things, just things, 
fair things, peaceful things, generous things. 
Release us and re-center us in a new place, 
a space grounded in your love. 
Help us to receive your word anew, 
and to remember wisely and well. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 
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 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 750  Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 448  Peace of God Be with You/As-Salaamu Lakum 

 (singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Exodus 16:1-18 

16 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the 
Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to 
them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.” 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all 
the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has 
heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 
8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread 
in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—
what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the 
Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 
layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses 
said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16 This is what the Lord has 
commanded:  ‘Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a person according to 
the number of persons, all providing for those in their own tents.’” 17 The Israelites did so, 
some gathering more, some less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, those who 
gathered much had nothing over, and those who gathered little had no shortage; they 
gathered as much as each of them needed. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Luke 22:1-8, 13-14 

22 Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 2 The 
chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were 
afraid of the people. 
3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; 4 he went away 
and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might 
betray him to them. 5 They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. 6 So he 
consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd 
was present. 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 

meal for us that we may eat it.” 

13 So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the 

Passover meal. 

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Remember Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Gratitude and Concern 

God of abundant grace, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Living God, you have led us to this place, 
not to shield us from heartache 
and the pain of human life, 
but to heal us and inspire us, 
to gently redirect us, 
till we see the world as you do 
and love it with your love. 
Amen. 
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 A Word About Giving 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem E’vry Time I Feel De Spirit H. T. Burleigh 

  Clarence Baney, soloist 

* Doxology 716, verse 1 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

(singing together) 
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 686 God of Our Life Sandon 
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* Closing Responses 

Faithful God, lead us, 
that we may stand firm in faith for justice and for peace. 

Teach us love. Teach us compassion. 
Above all, O God, out of love and compassion, 
teach us to act. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Free Improvisation on Laast uns erfreuen  

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Christ Candle, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of 
Confession are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. 
https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


