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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

All Saints Day 
Communion 
November 1, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Peace does not come rolling in on the wheels of inevitability. We can’t just wish for peace. We have to 
will it, fight for it, suffer for it, demand it from our governments as if peace were God’s most cherished 
hope for humanity, as indeed it is. 

  William Sloane Coffin 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Aria on For all the Saints David Cherwien 

  Metamorphosis One Philip Glass 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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 Prelude Allerseelen Richard Strauss 

  Nan Miller, soprano & Matt May, piano 

 
Allerseelen 

Music: Richard Strauss 
Text: Hermann von Gilm 

Stell auf den Tisch die duftenden Reseden,  
Die letzten roten Astern trag herbei, 

Und laß uns wieder von der Liebe reden, 
Wie einst im Mai. 

Gib mir die Hand, daß ich sie heimlich drücke, 
Und wenn man’s sieht, mir ist es einerlei, 

Gib mir nur einen deiner süßen Blicke, 
Wie einst im Mai. 

Es blüht und duftet heut auf jedem Grabe, 
Ein Tag im Jahr ist ja den Toten frei, 

Komm am mein Herz, daß ich dich wieder habe, 
Wie einst im Mai. 

 
 
 

 
 

All Souls’ Day 
Music: Richard Strauss 

Text: Hermann von Gilm 

Set on the table the fragrant mignonettes,  
Bring in the last red asters, 
And let us talk of love again 

As once in May. 
Give me your hand to press in secret,  

And if people see, I do not care, 
Give me but one of your sweet glances 

As once in May. 
Each grave today has flowers and is fragrant,  

One day each year is devoted to the dead;  
Come to my heart and so be mine again, 

As once in May. 
 

Translation © Richard Stokes, author of The Book of 
Lieder, published by Faber, provided courtesy of Oxford 
Lieder (www.oxfordlieder.co.uk). Used with permission. 

 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Hear, O Israel; listen, O church: 
The Holy One, the Name Unnamed, is God. 
The Lord is our God, the one who is making all things new. 

This is our story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

In life and in death, you are with us, O God. 
When trouble overwhelms us, you save us. 
When sorrow overtakes us, you comfort us. 
When death overcomes us, you raise us to new life. 
Even now we glimpse your realm of justice and joy, 
when Christ makes all things new. 
Thanks be to you, O God, our hope and our salvation. 
Amen. 
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* Hymn Sing with All the Saints in Glory Hymn to Joy 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

Eternal God, in every age 
you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. 
We confess that we struggle to be faithful. 
We have ignored your presence. 
We have not always treated others  
as we would want them to treat us. 
We have not always called out injustice and abuse. 
We have not always been kind to ourselves. 
We have not always taken care of the world 
we share with other loving creatures. 
Forgive us again, O God. Give us your grace. 
You have been with us in exile and liberation; 
be with us now. 

(We take time for quiet, personal prayer…) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 650, verse 1  O Beauty Ever Ancient 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 373 (singing together)  O Day of Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Revelation 7:9-17 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud 

voice, saying, 

     “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 

     “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

     and thanksgiving and honor 

     and power and might 

     be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 

said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15  For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

          and worship him day and night within his temple, 

          and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16  They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

          the sun will not strike them, 

          nor any scorching heat; 
17  for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

          and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

     and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  1 John 3:1-3 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 

him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 

he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Around the Throne Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayer of Remembrance 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Arioso JS Bach 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone & Matt May, piano 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

 * Communion Hymn 274 You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd Picardy 
    (see next page) 
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 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 We thank God with joy. 

  [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer.  
We gather up all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring;  
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

 Prayer after Communion 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 326 For All the Saints Sine Nomine 

  (see next two pages) 
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* Closing Responses 

On our heads and our houses, 
The blessing of God. 

In our coming and going 
The peace of God. 

In our life and believing 
The love of God. 

At our end and new beginning 
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Fanfare on Hymn to Joy M. May 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  

how we are staying connected and being the church together 
in these days of social distancing. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. 
All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 


