
week ONE   remember

SANCTIFIED ART OUR MONEY STORY STUDY JOURNAL   |   WEEK ONE- REMEMBER  |  87  |  SANCTIFIED ART OUR MONEY STORY STUDY JOURNAL   |   WEEK ONE- REMEMBER

My great-grandfather would 
come home from work 

To find his love at the 
kitchen sink— 

Scrubbing potatoes or freeing 
the corn, 

Holy ordinary types of things. 

And he would slide,
Arms around waist, 
To draw near enough 
To ask her the phrase,
“My dear, 
Have I told you today?”

“Have I told you today that 
I love you?”

…

Day after day 
It was always the same, 
Because some things 
You can’t not say. 
So she would smile
And with heartbeat to spine, 
She would reply, 
“Not too many times.” 

And it seems to me 
That he must have known 
That certain truths 
Must be told
Over and over 
And over again
So that love has a chance 
To slowly sink in. 

And it seems to me 
That she must have known 

That stories of love 
Cannot be told
Too many times. 
So tell me again
Of the love that serves 
As beginning and end. 

I guess what I’m trying to say 
Is that we are forgetful people 

most days. 
We remember the melody but 

forget the words. 
We remember the past but forget 

the hurt. 
We remember the face but forget 

the name. 
We remember who God is but

forget that God stays. 

So when Jesus said,
“Do this in remembrance of me,” 
Maybe he was standing with us 

at the sink
Saying to us, “Have I told 

you today?”
For some things you can’t not say. 

So tell me that story 
And tell me again 
Until my whole world 
Is caught up in 
A love that lasts
And a God that saves. 

And if you ask, 
I will say, 
“Not too many times.” 

Poem by Sarah Are

remember  |  Not Too Many Times journaling prompts  |  Remembering
Record your responses to the following prompts in your 
personal journal, or on additional sheets of paper.

•   Write down your first memory of money as a child.           
Ask yourself: What did I learn from this? How did I respond? 
How do I act now that hearkens back to this learning?

•   Then write down your first memory of money in the 
Church. Ask yourself the same questions. 

•   When do we talk about money in the Church?                 
For what purpose? What scripture readings are used?

•   When are we silent about money in the Church?        
What role has silence played? What are the particular 
patterns in the Church that you attend or lead?

As you write, bring these memories and habits to 
consciousness. Remember that Jesus takes all of our 
memories—the ways money has been used to control and 
the ways money has been used to liberate—and holds a new 
vision for us to behold: the kingdom of God. Here there is a 
new economy.

Remember also that Jesus takes bread and wine. He divides it 
up and gives a bit to everyone—to be fed, to have a taste of the 
new economy, to share that which is God’s in the first place.



SANCTIFIED ART OUR MONEY STORY STUDY JOURNAL   |   WEEK ONE- REMEMBER  |  109  |  SANCTIFIED ART OUR MONEY STORY STUDY JOURNAL   |   WEEK ONE- REMEMBER

read  |  Luke 22:1-23

from the artist  |  Lisle Gwynn Garrity

Peter and John go to prepare the Passover meal in the home of 
a generous stranger. Meanwhile, Judas satiates the desires of 
the chief priests and legal experts by cutting a deal with them. 
Many of us quickly condemn Judas’ betrayal as cowardly and 
weak. But we are privileged to know the end of this story, 
which makes judgment more enticing than empathy.

Judas did not know exactly how this narrative would play out. 
He knew what Jesus had told them about their fate, painting a 
vision of doom and terror: the temple demolished, nations at 
war, food shortages, epidemics, harassment and torture from 
the authorities, betrayal by loved ones, hatred from strangers, 
possible execution by the state (Luke 21:5-19). With the chief 
priests on the hunt and Jesus’ disruptive death on the horizon, 
things were escalating quickly. Judas had to act fast.

In the face of so much uncertainty and fear for the future, 
how might you behave? Judas wants the nightmare to end.              
He wants security, assurance, quick relief. He wants to go 
back to how things used to be. And so, evil enters into Judas’ 
story like ink spilled across the page.

But Jesus doesn’t let Judas’ story end here. Instead, he 
welcomes him to the table—a table where fear and doubt 
and difference have a place too. He offers him a meal where 
brokenness just makes more to pass around. He pours into a 
common cup that promises a new way forward. 

Scarcity and fear and conflict will always threaten to 
dismember our story. But can we remember that God has a 
greater story to tell—a story that re-members us and makes 
us whole?

Re-member Me  |  Lisle Gwynn Garrity
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  Luke 22:1-23

•   Why are the chief priests and legal experts trying to put 
Jesus to death? What economic systems was he challenging?          
Why was he considered a threat?

•   How do you relate to Judas’ money story? Do you see yourself 
in his story or do you resonate more with other characters in 
this text?

•   How would you describe the kingdom of God?                         
How are resources shared in the kingdom of God?

•   How might we share resources in our world today to bring 
forth the kingdom of God? How might we remember Jesus 
every time we divide and share?
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read  |  Exodus 16:1-18

from the artist  |  Hannah Garrity

We have enough... I have been contemplating this phrase 
for the last two years. We recently moved. In the process, we 
downsized. How could so many things that I remembered 
paying money for now become so irrelevant that I would 
choose to put them in the trash? My Honda Accord had to 
hold our bags, the inflatable bed, the two children, and me. 
Sitting on my front stoop, I slowly realized that I had to send 
everything else to the dump. I had two hours. 

1-800-GOT-JUNK was scheduled out for days, so was College 
Hunks Moving Junk. Glen from Stevens City was available. 
For $50/load, he would take everything left in the house in the 
back of his blue pickup. Four loads. I had always contributed 
one trash can per week to the landfill. This was different.          
It was jarring. I began to feel lighter, but heavier at the same 
time. Why had I purchased all of these things? Enough is 
better than more, more, more. 

In this painting, I have overlaid my empty hand with sets of 
circles. The guilloché-style patterning is used by treasuries 
all over the world to secure paper currency by making it too 
intricate to counterfeit. Here, guilloché circles represent my 
deeply personal relationship with the money that supports 
our lives. Some money falls past my hand, some into my hand. 
Moses advises the people: take only what you need, one omer 
each. In this piece, the idea of enough money is layered with 
the idea of enough sustenance through manna. The manna 
is portrayed by another set of circles, reminiscent of the 
wafers that are used in some traditions as Communion bread. 
Enough. Thank you, God, for providing enough, that I would 
take what I need.

Enough  |  Hannah Garrity
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  Exodus 16:1-18

•   In your own life, when have you felt like the Israelites, 
wandering and doubting you would have enough?

•   How do you discern what is enough? What does enough 
money, food, time and resources look like for you?                  
Can you determine when you have too much or too little?

•   Identify a time in your life that felt like receiving manna—
perhaps this was an unexpected financial gift, nourishing time 
spent with those you love, or a beautiful meal shared with family. 
What did it feel like to receive this? How do manna moments 
like this impact your faith and your stewardship practices?

pray  God, author of salvation, write a story of money in my heart 
that remembers your faithfulness from generation to generation.


