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I used to think that love was simple. 
You would know when you know, 
What was meant, would be. 
But I fell in love
And it’s not that easy. 
It’s compromise and identity, 
Mountains and valleys, 
Apologies and memories,
Imbalance, recentering. 
It turns out, 
Love took reimagining. 

I used to think that Church 
was simple. 

Church was community, not 
the walls, 

Faith and hope mixed with call. 
But then the world grew 

violently sick 
And the way to be Church 
Was to keep distance. 
So doors were closed, 
And people sent home. 
It was all love, by another way. 
And yet it was not how we 

imagined Sunday.

I used to think that justice 
was simple, 

That I could make a difference, 
all by myself. 

There was a clear right and 
wrong, a way I could help. 

But then I learned of privilege
and bias, 

Of white savior complex and our 
Church’s silence. 

And all at once, it wasn’t so easy. 
I needed to learn. I needed to listen. 
I needed to reframe my 

original vision. 

I guess what I’m trying to say is 
Life will throw first drafts 

our way. 

The chance to dream, 
To lead, to sing, 
To love, and give, 
To pray, and be. 
But in order to grow, 
To follow God’s lead, 
We have to to do the work— 
Reimagining. 

And despite our best efforts, 
Love will fail. 
Churches will close. 
Justice will leave the 

vulnerable exposed. 
And when that happens, 
We must own our part, 
Say we’re sorry 
And try to restart.

So write it all down. 
And write it again. 
A first draft, 
A second, 
An epilogue, and then 
Share it with me  
And we will pray. 

And the spirit will move, 
And maybe one day, 
We can write this world
inside heaven’s gate.

For I am 
Starting to believe
That what matters in life 
Will never be easy. 
So we must imagine and 

imagine again. 
We must dream and try, die and rise. 
And in our rising, may we see 
The next right reimagined thing
Until step by step we are home. 

Love, by another way.  

Poem by Sarah Are

reimagine  |  Love, By Another Way journaling prompts  |  Reimagining
Record your responses to the following prompts in your personal 
journal, or on additional sheets of paper.

•   Draw a line down your page to form two columns. In the 
left column, make a list of what drives our current economy        
(For example: profit, consumption, competition, need, choice, etc.).

•   On the right column, list what drives the economy of the 
kingdom of God. What does Jesus give us a glimpse of?

•   Now look at the lists in both columns. What is in opposition 
and what could live in harmony? What would it take to dissolve 
the barrier between these separate columns? What actions 
could bring the kingdom of God into our current economy? 

To seek restoration, we must begin by reimagining—by harmonizing 
what we believed was dissonant, by dissolving the barriers and 
definitions we’ve always known.



Lament of a Gift  |  Hannah Garrity
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read  |  Mark 12:38-44

from the artist  |  Hannah Garrity
In this painting, I have depicted two coins from the time of 
Jesus. Two. Two is not enough to live on. Economist Thomas 
Picketty’s new book, Capital and Ideology (Belknap Press of 
Harvard University Press, 2020), details how societies throughout 
the ages have structured inequality into their/our economic 
systems. He argues that the economy is not a force of nature. 
Human ideology shapes the economy. Marshall Steinbaum 
sums up Picketty’s new work: “In his sweeping new history, 
the economist systematically demolishes the conceit that 
extreme inequality is our destiny, rather than our choice.”3

In this text, Jesus agrees with Picketty. An exegesis of this text 
by Addison Wright establishes that Jesus is actually lamenting 
the widow’s gift.4 Wright cites Jesus' overall viewpoint on the 
financial structures of the day, arguing that this cannot be an 
affirmation of the widow’s selflessness. Rather, it must be a 
lament of the societal structures that cause the widow to give 
all of her resources to organized religion.

For me, the lament perspective on this traditional stewardship 
text is transformational. It is inspiring me to engage financially 
with the Church in a much more personal way. With sudden 
clarity, I connected the fact that Jesus’ Church is the financial 
ideology I believe in. The hypocrisy that Jesus observes in this 
text is the same hypocrisy that I have always struggled with as 
a member of the Church of the present. So, what actions can 
I take, what questions can I ask, and what conversations can 
I have to ensure that the Church I am giving to is the Church 
Jesus meant to create?
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3   Steinbuam, Marshall. “Thomas Piketty Takes On the Ideology of Inequality.” Published on 
the Boston Review. March 25, 2020. http://bostonreview.net/class-inequality/marshall-
steinbaum-thomas-piketty-takes-ideology-inequality.

4   Wright, Addison G. “The Widow’s Mites: Praise or Lament?—A Matter of Context.” Published 
on The ATLA Serials. http://www.pas.rochester.edu/~tim/study/Widow's%20Mite.pdf.
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  Mark 12:38-44

•   Return to Mark 12:38-40. How do these verses provide the context 
for Jesus’ response to the widow’s offering in verses 41-44? If the 
widow’s mite is a familiar story for you, how does reading verses 
38-40 help you reimagine the impact and tone of Jesus’ words?

•   Look closely at the text. What behaviors, systems, and intentions 
does Jesus condemn? Where do you see these behaviors, 
systems, and intentions at play in our modern world and in your 
own life?

•   Use your imagination to rewrite this story so that it paints an 
image of the kingdom of God for everyone. Now insert yourself 
as a character in your reimagined story. What part do you play 
in this kingdom vision?
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read  |  Leviticus 19:9-10; 25:8-12

from the artist  |  Lauren Wright Pittman

In the Year of Jubilee, God offers rest—a break for farmers, relief for 
those experiencing economic injustice, and Sabbath for the land. 
This radical rest is counter to the rhythm of our lives; it resists valued 
ideologies like efficiency and productivity and has broad economic 
implications. Jubilee has remained a theoretical, hopeful concept 
tucked away in scripture. This kind of radical slowing down is difficult 
to imagine, however… so is a global, economy-halting pandemic.

Rest feels unnatural in a pandemic,5 but it’s available to us if we are 
willing to receive it. Rest slows our vision and illuminates gifts that 
normally whirl by us. While sheltering in place, I’ve searched for 
positivity, and during such great loss, I’ve found more—more time, 
space, and color. I found a patch of mint in my yard, and the scent 
became my soul’s balm. Rest offers recovery. The earth is thriving 
with a break from humanity. Scientists are seeing significant 
decreases in air pollution and animals are returning to previously 
uninhabitable waterways. 

Rest offers perspective. God does not want us worn ragged, reaping 
the maximum extent of our harvest. God wants new eyes for us to 
recognize broken systems so we can enact change that sustains 
everyone: “You shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the 
Lord your God” (v.10). God is found in the connective tissue of our 
relationships to our neighbor—particularly those most vulnerable. 

Rest reminds us of our interconnectedness. Despite physical 
distancing, people are rediscovering one another while longing 
for and celebrating every moment of connection. Despite future 
insecurity, people are finding innovative ways to support one 
another. Rest uncovers the enoughness in our lives, and as my dear 
mentor used to say, “Enough is abundance.” What will we glean from 
this time of rest? 

Jubilee  |  Lauren Wright Pittman
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5   Written in April 2020, in the surge of the global pandemic caused by COVID-19; however, we 
hope the message of rest is relevant to you no matter when you read these words.
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prompts for visual meditation
Center yourself by taking a deep breath and relaxing 
your body as best you can. Spend a few moments in quiet, 
following the prompts below for a time of visual meditation.

Flip back to the previous page and rest your eyes on the 
art. Simply read the image, observing the colors, shapes, 
composition and textures.

Then, take a deeper look. What parts of the image are your 
eyes immediately drawn to? What parts of the image did 
you quickly brush by or overlook?

Lastly, use your imagination. If you could put yourself in 
the image, where would you be and why? How would you 
interact with what surrounds you?

prompts for reflecti0n  |  Lev. 19:9-10; 25:8-12

•   Consider the directives in Leviticus 19:9-10. How could you 
leave the edge of your own harvest and resources to share with 
the poor and the immigrant?

•    Imagine people returning to their homes and families for rest 
and Sabbath. Imagine debts forgiven and prisoners freed. 
Imagine enough harvest for all. What might a biblical-style 
Jubilee look like in your community?

•   The artist, Lauren Wright Pittman, writes: “Rest reminds us of 
our interconnectedness. Despite physical distancing, people 
are rediscovering one another while longing for and celebrating 
every moment of connection.” How have you re-prioritized rest 
and relationships in light of physical distancing measures 
implemented due to the global pandemic?

pray  God of Jubilee, upend my internal narratives about my worth 
and security. Gather me into your holy imagination of what is possible.     
Invite me into a new way of being. 


