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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Confirmation 
Commitment Sunday 
November 8, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

I love the recklessness of faith. First you leap, then you grow wings. 

  William Sloane Coffin 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Metamorphosis II Philip Glass 

  Metamorphosis III Philip Glass 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Prelude God Has Work for Us to Do Mark Miller 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

We tell a story of God 
who restores our bodies through the gift of Sabbath. 

We tell a story of God 
who restores our souls through the gift of grace. 

We tell a story of God 
who restores our world through the gift of Jesus Christ. 

This is our story. 
This is where we begin. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy God, as this new week begins, 
we bring our hearts and minds and souls to you. 
As we worship you today, remind us that we are yours. 
Plant in us the imagination to see the world as you do, 
and love it with your love. 
Turn our hearts toward peace. 
For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission Abbot’s Leigh 

  (See next two pages for hymn) 
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continues on next page 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of life, you are making all things new. 
We try to walk the path of love and peace, 
but we confess it has never been easy for us. 
We flirt with reconciliation and then back away. 
We have the opportunity to do justice, but we get scared. 
We get a chance to rewrite our story, but we lose our nerve. 
Forgive us. 
Bring us back. 
Grant us clarity. 
Restore us. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 650, verse 1  O Beauty Ever Ancient 

(singing together) 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Song of Peace 373 (singing together)  O Day of Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Genesis 33:1-17 

33 Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming, and 

four hundred men with him. So he divided the 
children among Leah and Rachel and the two 
maids. 2 He put the maids with their children in 
front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and 
Joseph last of all. 3 He himself went on ahead of 
them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, 
until he came near his brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
fell on his neck and kissed him, and they 
wept. 5 When Esau looked up and saw the women 
and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” 
Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously 
given your servant.” 6 Then the maids drew near, 
they and their children, and bowed down; 7 Leah 
likewise and her children drew near and bowed 
down; and finally Joseph and Rachel drew near, and 
they bowed down. 8 Esau said, “What do you mean 
by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor with my lord.” 9 But Esau 
said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10 Jacob said, “No, 
please; if I find favor with you, then accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your 
face is like seeing the face of God—since you have received me with such favor. 11 Please 
accept my gift that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and 
because I have everything I want.” So he urged him, and he took it. 

12 Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go alongside you.” 13 But Jacob said 
to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail and that the flocks and herds, which are 
nursing, are a care to me; and if they are overdriven for one day, all the flocks will 
die. 14 Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, according to the 
pace of the cattle that are before me and according to the pace of the children, until I 
come to my lord in Seir.” 

15 So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, 
“Why should my lord be so kind to me?” 16 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 
17 But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house, and made booths for his 
cattle; therefore the place is called Succoth. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  John 21:1-14 

21 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the 

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this 
way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 
into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to 
them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared 
to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon Restore Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

 Confirmation of Baptism 

James Knight Burris 
Obinna Alexander Chinaka 
Nicholas Robert Duda 
Daniel Christian Goering 
Julia Kate Wade 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

* Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me Kelvingrove 

  The Summons 

(see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

O God, lead us from death to life from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 
We ask it for your own name’s sake. 
Amen. 

 A Word About Giving 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem Cantate Domino Croce 

 

Cantate Domino canticum novum 
cantate Domino omnis terra 

cantate Domino benedicite nomini 
eius adnuntiate diem de die salutare eius  

Words:  Psalm 96 vv. 1, 2 

Translation 

O sing unto the Lord a new song 
sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name 

be telling of his salvation from day to day. 
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* Doxology 716, verse 3 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

(singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

With gratitude to the giver of life, 
we offer our lives to the Lord. 

(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.) 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 80 You Shall Go Out with Joy The Trees of the Field 
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* Closing Responses 

On our heads and our houses, 
The blessing of God. 

In our coming and going 
The peace of God. 

In our life and believing 
The love of God. 

At our end and new beginning. 
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. 

* Benediction 

 Postlude   

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES:  Today’s liturgy for Lighting the Christ Candle, the Prayer for Sunday Morning, and the Prayer of Confession 
are adapted from the work of The Rev. Sarah Are, a Creative Founding Partner at A Sanctified Art. https://sanctifiedart.org 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 


