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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Second Sunday of Christmas 
Communion 
January 3, 2021 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

In the first place it should be known that if anyone is seeking God,  
the Beloved is seeking that person much more. 

  John of the Cross (1542-1591) 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Wachet Auf JS Bach 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone; Matt May, piano 

  One Voice Ruth Moody 

  Cheri Bleyer, Melissa Wales, Sara Watson 

  Gesu Bambino Music by Pietro You 

  Words by Frederick H. Martens, Arr. Mark Hayes 

  Evelyn Mogren, trombone 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Here is why we are lighting this candle: 
Because we dream of a God drawing near to us in unfailing love. 
Because we refuse to let go of hope, peace, joy and love. 
Because we are those who dream. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude January Ola Gjeilo 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

God of glory, your Word made a home with us 
so that we might be at home in you. 
Gather your children from the farthest places in the world 
and lead us to that home where, by this Word, 
the human race become a human family; 
through Jesus Christ, the Light of Life. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 141 On This Day Earth Shall Ring Personent Hodie 

  (see next page for hymn)  
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us. 

God of grace and truth, 
in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. 
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 
or trusted good news to be good. 
We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, 
expecting little, and hoping for less. 
Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, 
that we may receive the fullness of your grace, 
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 119, verse 1   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

(singing together) (see next page for hymn) 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

* Response of Praise 119, verse 3   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

(singing together) (see next page for hymn) 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 

7   For thus says the LORD: 
     Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
          and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
     proclaim, give praise, and say, 
          “Save, O LORD, your people, 
          the remnant of Israel.” 
8   See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
          and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
     among them the blind and the lame, 
          those with child and those in labor, together; 
          a great company, they shall return here. 
9   With weeping they shall come, 
          and with consolations I will lead them back, 
     I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
          in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
     for I have become a father to Israel, 
          and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

10  Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
          and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
     say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
          and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
11  For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
          and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12  They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
          and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
     over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
          and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
     their life shall become like a watered garden, 
          and they shall never languish again. 
13  Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
          and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
     I will turn their mourning into joy, 
          I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
14  I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
          and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
                         says the LORD. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  John 1:1-18 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon Those Who Dream Will Not Keep Silent Morton Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Apostles’ Creed (Traditional) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* Hymn 138 Who Would Think That What Was Needed White Rosettes 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Improvisation of Christmastide M. May 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 God is here. 
 The Spirit is with us. 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open them to God and one another. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,  
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from wrongdoing as we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, now and to the end of time. Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

  Prayer for the New Year (together) 

 Eternal God, 
a thousand years in your sight are like a watch in the night. 
As you have led us in days past, 
so guide us in this new year. 
Tune our hearts to your way and will. 
Strengthen our resolves. 
Build our resilience. 
Heal our wounds. 
Bring in your realm, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 142 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Une Jeune Pucelle 
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* Closing Responses 

We are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 

We are the sages worshipping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, time and treasure. 

We are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go in peace, 
carrying in us the Light of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Thomas Keesecker 

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission under  
ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

