FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
January 31, 2021

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at
10:30 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace,
Spread the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the
Christ Candle in the Sanctuary. This Sunday, January 31, is the Fourth Sunday after
Epiphany, and the Liturgical color is WHITE and/or GOLD. (Just a note: we’re
sticking with WHITE and/or GOLD through February 14!) A copy of the bulletin is
a good idea – either a hard copy that you print or a soft copy on another device –
so you can refer to it and join in the liturgy while you watch. All the hymns,
responses and texts are in the bulletin.
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Cantor: Nan Miller; Liturgist: Margot Watson
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God in honor of
Millie’s 103rd birthday on February 3; by Barb in honor of Sarah’s
28th birthday on January 31st; and by Wilma in memory of her
mother, Ruth.
THE RED ROSE in the pulpit today is in celebration of the
birth of Luke Jeffrey, son of Elizabeth and Jesse, born on
December 16, 2020.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation
of the First Presbyterian Church of Howard County to be held via Zoom TODAY
Sunday, January 31, 2021 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. livestream
worship service. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear the report of the
Session and its Ministry Areas, to review the terms of the Co-Pastors’ call as
required by the Book of Order, to receive the Session’s budget plan, to preview a
change in the By Laws regarding online meetings, and to transact any other
business properly coming before the Congregation.
EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY
TODAY Sunday, January 31, 2021 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. via Zoom
Speaking Out Faithfully for Creation: Online Legislative Briefing
Jointly sponsored by Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake,
Interfaith Power & Light, and Earth Forum of Howard County.
Keynote Speaker State Delegate Wanika Fisher
Learn how to engage the faith community in key environmental issues for the 2021
Maryland Legislative Session and focus on the following bills:
Coal Community Transition, Climate Solutions Now Act, Transit Equity Recovery
Package, Plastic Bag Reduction Act, Environmental Human Rights Amendment
CLICK HERE for more details and to register!

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 31, 2021
Please pray for: Mispa, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Natalie, Paula, Mil, Rose, Betty, Doris,
Martin, Barb, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers
Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested
positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during
Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa
Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19 especially the
family of Adolfo; Miguel, treasurer of the Boca Costa Presbytery Executive
Committee.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb, Virginia
Friends & Family: Chuck’s wife Meg and their children, Trey and Piper;
Chuck’s father, Charles; Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Katherine, Myrna, Evan, Andrew,
Arthur, Kalene, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Judy and James, Al, Liam, Aaron,
Jennifer, Julian and family, William, Joel, Matt, Tim, Dave and Maureen and family,
Devan, Mary and Kevin
Births: Luke Jeffrey on December 16, 2020, son of Elizabeth and Jesse, and brother
of Elle.
Recovering from Surgery: Vij, Phil, Ron, Pat, Dan
Care Center: Marvin, Carol, Barbara
Hospitalized: Margot
Recovering from Surgery: Aja
Home Hospice Care: Henrietta
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Virginia and Paige, in the death of their
cousin, Nancy on January 24, 2021.
May the peace of Christ be with Scot and Kendrick, in the death of Kendrick’s
grandfather on January 24, 2021.
May the peace of Christ be with Darlene and Craig, in the death of Darlene’s
brother, Dennis, on January 27, 2021.
Bereaved: Marvin, Louisa, Barb, Mike; Louise and Paul, Suzie and Family, John,
Angela, Barb and Sarah, Maggie and Derek, Tina, Anna, Lauren and Caroline, Brett
and Janet and family, Beth
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Brigid (c.450-c.528) is believed to have been the daughter of a pagan Scottish king
and a Christian’s pictish slave. She founded the first Irish women’s order and built
two monasteries noted for their spirituality, learning and art. One of her
monasteries Cill Dara (Kildare), was a “double monastery” where men and women
lived in separate quarters, and came together into a single church for worship.
The women there kept an eternal flame, or holy fire, lit in the monastery – which
was a practice among the Druids. So Brigid can be seen as a bridge between the
pagan and Christian spirituality of her time. She was legendary for her
cheerfulness, compassion, energy, integrity and commitment to serving the poor.
She was consecrated as a bishop. In England, she is called St. Bride. She is greatly
revered in Ireland, and is second only to Patrick, whose grave she shares. Her feast
day is February 1.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 31, 2021
(CONTINUED)
We also remember: those who were jailed in Selma, Alabama on February 1, 1965.
Martin Luther King, Ralph Abernathy and more than two hundred others were
arrested after a peaceful demonstration against discrimination in voting registration
of African Americans.

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia.
We pray for:
 The biodiversity of plants, animals and the natural terrain.
 All the people of these countries: Muslims, the tiny remnant of Christians,
those of other faits who continuing bearing witness to their faiths and for
all people of good will.
 An end to how dominating powers have fought over these lands and their
resources through the years.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021
We pray for the mission of our congregation.
La Union Maya Quiche Boca Costa Presbytery:
Pray for scholarship students (beccados/beccadas) who are beginning the new
school year.
The Cold Weather Shelter – a mission partnership between Grassroots Crisis
Intervention, Howard County Government, and the faith community, which usually
provides overnight shelter in houses of worship between November and March
every year. This Year of Covid-19, guests are housed in a local motel, and we are
providing meals and laundry services. We have the opportunity to serve these guests
February 8-14. Pray for the guests during the Pandemic year, and for all who serve
them.

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION NEXT Sunday, February 7, 2020.
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home: wine or grape
juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll,
tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a plate
for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice – a wine glass, a juice glass,
even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread and wine/juice.
 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room
where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is when
we gather in the Sanctuary.
 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with
Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we
share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the common
loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup
(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread
into the wine or juice) or individual glasses. When all have shared, place
everything back on the table for the rest of the service.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us.

FACEBOOK LIVE: EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.
Pastor Sue invites you to gather on her study on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course, in this season of physical
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access our page. There’s a link directly to our
page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org - just scroll down the right-hand side,
and you’ll find our social media links there. The BLUE F is for Facebook! Bring your
self and maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online!
SANCTUARY FLOWERS for Sundays in 2021
The Flower Chart for 2021 is filling up! Due to the coronavirus pandemic this year
the Flower Chart is available on Signup Genius! CLICK HERE to sign up online for
flowers on any available Sunday in 2021. When you place your order, you can
indicate the dedication you would like in the bulletin that Sunday and whether you
want to take the flowers home or leave them for the Deacons to deliver to a church
member to brighten their day. The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the
church office or via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church Administrator, Caroline
Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are actively recruiting
in the following areas: Audio Operator / Video Operator / Power Point Operator.
We will offer training in the near future. For more info or to sign-up, please contact
Jonathan St. John at technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP begins at 10:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we
gather in for livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream
on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
BIBLE IN DEPTH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL with Doyle Nichols
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom
We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, beginning with
Hosea, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to receive the Zoom
link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER. Once you register an
email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
JANUARY CONVERSATIONS ON RACE BOOK DISCUSSION with Paula Seabright
Sundays, January 31, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Please join us for a discussion of Isabel Wilkerson’s newest book, “Caste: The
Origins of Our Discontents.” We will use a study guide provided by the publisher
to navigate us through the book and explore the concept of a caste system and
how casteism and racism differ and also support each other. CLICK HERE for the
study guide. CLICK HERE to register for the discussion. All are welcome.

FEBRUARY CONVERSATIONS ON RACE FILM DISCUSSION with Paula Seabright
Sundays, February 7 & 14, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Please join us for a discussion of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance documentary
“Trigger.” The PDA website says, "Trigger, selected for the Martin Luther King Jr.
D.R.E.A.M Film Series, frames gun violence as a “disaster” and “public health”
issue. It examines how one shooting impacts individuals, families and communities
and gives voice to the questions and insights that arise.”
We will view the documentary on our own in two parts. It’s available on Amazon
Prime here . We will be using the PDA study guide available here. To register for
the class CLICK HERE and a link will be emailed to you.
Please view the first half of the documentary prior to the discussion on Sunday,
February 7th and the second half for the discussion on Sunday, February 14th.
We look forward to you joining in this discussion.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
February 3
Extensions (Levine ch.2) – Matt 5:17-48
The Wednesday Study Groups will be looking at the compilation of Jesus’ teaching
we call The Sermon on the Mount – Matthew chapters 5 through 7.
We will use the book and video series - The Sermon on the Mount – A Beginner’s
Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven, by Amy-Jill Levine, published by Abingdon,
is available on Amazon.
Email Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org and she will send you the Zoom Link. It’s
that simple! Everybody welcome!
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE IN FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 14 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom
Our monthly Conversations on Race will meet on February 14 at 11:30 a.m. via
Zoom, and continue on the second Sunday of each month until May 2021. CLICK
HERE to register for Conversations on Race. Once you register an email will be sent
to you with a link to join the meeting. All are welcome to all our conversations.
Our willingness to listen to each other will help us meet our church wide goal of
“racial justice and equality, as one way to begin the task of dismantling systemic
racism within our church and our community.”

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
HOME LENTEN KIT & DEVOTIONAL FOR ALL AGES
This year we would like everyone to have a way to observe Lent at home. In this
year’s devotional you will find a new “micropractice” to guide you each day on
your Lenten journey of preparation. This kit is meant for all ages to be used in
households as well as by individuals. The daily micropractices will also be posted
in our Facebook Devotional Discussion group for you to share your experiences.
Please email Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) by Sunday,
February 7 to request a kit. Pick up your kit at the church on Sunday, February 14
from Noon until 2:00 pm. If February 14th doesn’t work for you, please contact
Virginia to arrange another pickup time. We are also willing to deliver kits to those
who are unable to get to the church.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (CONTINUED)
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom for
now. Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the link
to join any of those classes.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB
Thursday, February 4 & 18, 2021 – 4:30-5:20 p.m.
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome!
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other
Thursday. To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SECRET PALS FOR 2021
Secret Pals is one of the beloved activities of Presbyterian Women that we have
been able to continue during the COVD-19 pandemic. It has allowed us to stay
connected, get a special treat from someone who is thinking of us and keep
someone who may feel lonely in contact with a real person.
It is time to select 2021 Secret Pals. An email was sent this week. If you didn’t
receive it and are interested in signing up please contact Caroline Smith, Church
Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org and she will forward the email to you.
Questions? Contact: Carol or Debbie.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S HOT CHOCOLATE PARTY!
Many of us need to see a friendly face in person - even if covered by a mask.
Presbyterian Women will be hosting a Hot Chocolate Party on
Saturday, February 13th; 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. on the front lawn of the church.
(Snow date of Saturday, February 20th.)
Bundle up, bring your own chair, wear your mask and join us for a physically distant
but social Hot Chocolate Party.
Questions: Contact Carol or Debbie

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
As a mission to the college students in our congregation, Ruth Circle is coordinating
the annual College Care Packages. This year, instead of collecting items, we are
collecting donations to be sent as gift cards. If you would like to contribute, Click
here to donate to the college care packages via PayPal. OR you can drop a check
off at the church, please designate “College Care Packages” in the memo. Or send
in your donation with a direct deposit from your bank. Please send in your
donations by Sunday, February 21.
Parents of college students, if you would like your student to receive a gift card,
please send their address to Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Sunday, February 21. Thank you for remembering
our college students.

MITTEN BIN
It’s cold outside. It is time for gloves, mittens, scarves, and
hats. The Deacons are collecting items through
TODAY January 31, 2021 for all ages, kids, teens, and adults.
Please place your items in the bin outside the kitchen door.
Questions? Contact: Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
COLD WEATHER SHELTER 2021
Monday, February 8 through Sunday, February 14, 2021

The Cold Weather Shelter is different this year! The guests will be in rooms
at the Extended Stay America Hotel, 8870 Columbia 100 Parkway.
From February 8th through the 14th, our church is responsible for providing 2
evening volunteers (any gender) to be there from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. There will
be a Grassroots Staff person there also. We will help with distributing
dinners to people’s rooms. Everyone (guests, volunteers, and staff) are
required to wear masks and practice social distancing. We will likely have
limited contact with the guests. However, I suggest that church volunteers
be those who are not at high risk of complications from COVID. We can still
use a few folks. If you are interested in being an evening volunteer,
SIGN UP HERE, or contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.
Meals will be catered by Absolutely Perfect Catering who has done a
fantastic job with Feed Howard County. Everyone has been so generous and
we have covered those costs.
HELPERS NEEDED
First Presbyterian Church has been asked to help with minor renovations at the
offices of Bridges to Housing Stability, 9520 Berger Road, Columbia. Projects
include rearranging some cabinets, removal of a closet and painting. Workdays
may be both during the week and on the weekends starting in January. If anyone
is interested in participating, please contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS!!! – January – DOUBLE UP
The Board of Deacons’ wants to increase our church’s food donations in January
to battle back against hunger in Howard County. Winter is here in earnest and
too many of our neighbors are choosing between food and fuel. Let’s redouble
our efforts this month—give not just one can but two or more. Demonstrate in a
very tangible way that the joy of giving isn’t just for a specific date on the
calendar. These are the most requested items from the Howard County Food
Bank: Baby Foods, Beans—Dried or Canned, Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken,
Canned Soups, Cereal, Evaporated Milk, Oatmeal, Pasta, Peanut Butter, Rice,
Spaghetti Sauce, Infant Formula, Baby & Toddler Foods. Please leave your
donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mailbox). Thank you
on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.
As always, the generous support of the congregation is greatly appreciated.
COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting online
monetary donations. Click here to donate to Howard County Food Bank

GENERAL INFORMATION
MLK BINGO CHALLENGE
Through Sunday, February 14
Come join the Peacemaking and Social Justice committee as we celebrate Martin
Luther King Jr.’s great legacy by focusing on volunteering, selfcare, kindness, and
respect for the world. We are calling this PEACE Bingo as our categories are:
POSITIVE OUTLOOK
EARTH CARE
APPRECIATION
CARE
ENCOURAGEMENT
CLICK HERE to download the BINGO card from the website.
This challenge is made for young and old; families can work together or can
compete against each other to see who can get the most Bingos. For each Peace
Bingo you earn, a heart with your first name will be added to our Day of Service
display board. We will share this board with the congregation on Sunday, February
14 so that we can all celebrate together. When you have earned a Bingo, send your
name and a screenshot of your PEACE Bingo Board with a quick description of the
things you did to peaceandjustice@firstpreshc.org.
Questions? Contact Amy, Marla, or Virginia Callegary for more info.
Let’s everyone get out there and show some love for the world!
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member!
The Session will receive New Members at 6:45 p.m. a few minutes before their
regular monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m. Next meeting is Tuesday, February 23.
We look forward to welcoming you as a formal member of the congregation!
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email, Tidings,
Mission Opportunities, Earth Forum, etc. Are you receiving emails from First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County? If not, please send your email address to
our Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news.
At the same time please send in your current address, phone numbers and
birthdays for your family members. We want everyone involved!!
COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS – VIRTUALLY
Presented by Howard County Faith Communities
Each Tuesday in February 2021 – February 2, 9, 16 & 23 – 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Register at www.hococourageousconversations.com

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
ANNUAL RESPONSE PROGRAM PLEDGE STATUS:
January 27, 2021
Amount pledged to date $ 604,687
Number of pledges
131
Thank you to those who have responded!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. Here are some ways we
can continue to give:
1. PayPal – You could contribute immediately online through PayPal. This
works even if you do not have a PayPal account. There is a button on the
church website. When you click the button, it will take you to a page that
clearly says “First Presbyterian Church of Howard County: General Giving.”
2. Automatic payments through your regular bank account -- if your bank
provides an automatic payment service, you could set it up to send a
contribution to the church as a payment.
3. U. S. Mail – This way still works! You could mail checks to First Presbyterian
Church, 9325 Presbyterian Church, Columbia, MD 21045. Checks are
delivered to a strong, locked mailbox on the church premises.
4. Automatic bank drafts by completing the church’s Electronic Giving Form
– you could fill out and return an Electronic Giving Form (available on the
church website). Mail or bring the completed form to the church office. This
form gives permission for a bank draft on the account you specify, in the
amount and frequency that you specify. www.firstpreshc.org/electronicgiving-form-fpchc/
Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of January 28, 2021
Actual Expenses as of January 28, 2021
Total

$58,254.13
47,700.37
$10,553.76

PER CAPITA FOR 2021 is $36.06. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s
share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this
amount for each member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?
Thank you to those 39 people who have paid already!

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org, 443-824-3768
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org, 443-824-4305
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, 410-292-3400
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org, 443-741-2897
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
COVID-19 TEAM – Interested in assisting people with getting groceries, medicines,
etc. as needed? Contact Pastor Sue, sharris@firstpreshc.org
CHURCH BUILDING UPDATE
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Church Staff is working from home.
The Church Office and building are closed and is accessible to church members by
appointment only, please contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, to make arrangements.
Face masks are mandatory in Maryland and must be worn when you enter the
building or are on the church grounds, and please practice social distancing. The
Church Office and Building are still closed to the public and the doors are locked.
The building will continue to be closed to Outside User Groups and large church
groups through August 31, 2021, at least.
We are striving to follow all state and local orders for the health of our community,
as well as using our own judgment about our ability to maintain cleanliness and
safety of the building. We will of course keep you updated as we know more or as
changes develop. Thank you for helping to control the spread of the virus and
please keep our Church Staff safe and healthy! Contact us if you need us, we’re
here for you. Keep washing your hands! Stay healthy!
FEED HOWARD COUNTY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO DISTRIBUTE MEALS!
Feed Howard County, a local organization focused on supporting local restaurants
and families in need has now delivered 10,000 meals to communities around the
county during the ongoing pandemic. Feed Howard County is looking for
volunteers as we ramp up our efforts during 2021. Please email us at
feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to see how you can help.

VACCINE DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION
We are moving into Phase 1B and Phase 1C of Vaccine Distribution. Howard County
Government has released information about the phased distribution of the Covid19 vaccine. Go to the church’s website for more detailed information and links.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
FACEBOOK AND YOU TUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
MITTEN BIN THROUGH TODAY JANUARY 31, 2021
Sunday, January 31st
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
Conversations on Race Book Discussion via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Annual Meeting of the Congregation via Zoom
Sunday School for youth via Zoom
11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee via Zoom
2:00 p.m. Earth Forum of Howard County via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
Tuesday, February 2nd
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Tangling Session via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Peacemaking Social Justice Committee via Zoom
Wednesday, February 3rd
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Bible Study via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee via Zoom
Wednesday Evening Bible Study via Zoom
Thursday, February 4th
9:30 p.m. Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors
Friday, February 5th
BULLETINS PRINTED
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Saturday, February 6th
FIRST PRES PRIDE DAY – WEAR YOUR T-SHIRTS
9:00 a.m. Tech Booth Workday
Sunday, February 7th
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
COMMUNION
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
Conversations on Race Book Discussion via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
11:45 a.m. Nominating Committee via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the March 2021 Issue #3.

