THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 31, 2021
10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST]

GATHER
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Words in bold are read by the congregation.

For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship)
Grace is the ability to redefine the boundaries of possibility.
Manning Marable

Gathering Time
Music begins at 10:15 a.m.
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting!
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live.

Gathering Music
Jesus, Priceless Treasure
The Hudson
I Come with joy

Thomas Keesecker
Ola Gjeilo
Robert Train Adams

Greeting
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Lighting the Christ Candle
As prophets promised long ago
God raised up a new prophet to speak God’s word.
As even the forces of evil seem to know
Jesus is the Holy One of God.
Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
Prelude

How Firm a Foundation
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Robert Train Adams

Prayer for Sunday Morning
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Living Christ,
your authority is found in integrity and living truth,
not in the assertion of power over others.
Open our imaginations to new dimensions of your love,
and heal us of all that severs us from you and one another,
that we may grow into the vision you unfold before us.
Amen.
* Hymn 303

God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian

Church United

(continued on next page)
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Holy God, Maker of all:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant of the poor:
Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Breath of life:
Have mercy on us.
God our Creator,
who commands all spirits,
comforts all in distress and casts out destructive forces:
we confess that we are broken creatures,
unable to do your will.
You speak to us, but we ignore your voice.
We protect what is familiar
and reject what is unknown.
We admire those with courage
but excuse ourselves when we resist the truth.
We forget that you are always with us,
and that with you all things are possible.
Forgive us, God of grace,
and from your compassionate heart,
pour your mercy on us,
that we may live in a way that is pleasing to you,
every day.
(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.)
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Assurance of Grace
* Response of Praise 155

Raise a Song of Gladness

(singing together)

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube)

* Response of Praise

I Am Walking the Path of Peace

(singing together)

I am walking the path of peace.
I am walking the path of peace.
I am walking the path of peace.
Lead me home, lead me home.
Words of Welcome
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ENCOUNTER
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
15The

LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me:
“They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak
to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I
have not commanded the prophet to speak — that prophet shall die.”
The Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Second Lesson: Mark 1:21-28
21They

went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on
asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”28At once his fame began to spread throughout
the surrounding region of Galilee.
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon

Who Is This?

Sue Lowcock Harris

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer)

RESPOND AND SERVE
* Affirmation of Faith (together)

from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry,
God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.
Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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* Hymn 726

Will You Come and Follow Me
The Summons
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Kelvingrove

Concerns and Remembrances
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
Fountain of goodness,
Hear our prayer.
Concluding Prayer (together)
Holy God,
you confound the world’s wisdom
by giving your realm to the lowly and pure in heart.
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice
and perseverance in striving for peace,
that by our words and deeds
the world may see the promise of your realm,
revealed in Jesus Christ,
our teacher, guide, friend and savior.
Amen.
The Offering
Offertory

The Quiet Journey

* Doxology

Thomas Keesecker

For the Gifts of Beauty, Joy and Light (Solomon Major)

(singing together)
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* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
The earth belongs to God, our creator.
Every good thing is a gift of God.
(We pray quietly as the pastor offers a prayer.)

SEND AND BLESS
* Hymn 300

We Are One in the Spirit

They’ll Know We Are Christians

(see next page for hymn)

* Closing Responses
We are the beloved community of God.
In water, God claims us.
In calling, God leads us.
Claimed and called, we go to proclaim:
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives.
* Benediction
Postlude

Prelude in D Minor

Bach

Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church
Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about
how we are staying connected and being the church together
in these days of social distancing.
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church.

First Church Cares
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request;
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue.
Need to speak to the Program Staff?
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact
them directly via their email listed below.
Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church?
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info.
Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-712246. All rights reserved.
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803.

The First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County
9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org
Ministers: All members of the congregation
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant

mharris@firstpreshc.org
sharris@firstpreshc.org
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mmay@firstpreshc.org
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
sexton@firstpreshc.org
GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
 We are an Earth Care Congregation 
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church
Meredith Barger
410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk
410-433-8861 x115
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