FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
April 11, 2021

TODAY
Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at 10:30
a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace, Spread
the Word, not the virus.
WORSHIP – LIVESTREAM. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Pastor Sue lights the
Christ Candle in the Sanctuary. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a hard
copy that you print or a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and
join in the liturgy while you watch. All the hymns, responses and texts are in the
bulletin. This Sunday, April 11, is the Second Sunday of EASTER, and is the season
called Eastertide. This season will last through May 16. The Liturgical color is
WHITE and/or GOLD. Your home worship space can include things that suggest
LIFE – flowers, plants, water, light, anything that suggests sunrise, warmth,
lengthening days. The whole creation rejoices at the new life resurrection brings!
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: Thanks to the Livestream Worship Team.
Cantor: Kathy
Liturgist: John
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Clarence in
celebration of Ben’s birthday; and by Lynne in joy to celebrate the
birthdays of Melissa and Elizabeth.
THE RED ROSE in the pulpit today is in celebration of the birth of Annie
Louise, daughter of Lindsay and Jim, born on April 3, 2021.
EGGstravaganza ARTIST: Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® egg art in this week’s
worship bulletin.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE
TODAY Sunday, April 11 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom.
CLICK HERE to register for our monthly Conversations on Race. Once you register
an email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
All are welcome to all our conversations. Our willingness to listen to each other
will help us meet our church wide goal of “racial justice and equality, as one way
to begin the task of dismantling systemic racism within our church and our
community.”
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday morning,
April 18, 2021, at the close of the 10:30 a.m. service via Zoom. The purpose of the
meeting is to hear the report of the Congregational Nominating Committee, and
proceed to the election of Elders, Deacons and other church officers.
The invitation link to the Zoom meeting will be sent via email at the end of the
week just prior to the meeting.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11, 2021
Please pray for: Mispa, Burta, Dave, Phil, Dylan, Paula, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy,
Doris, Maria, Pat, Barb, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in Charlestown,
Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have
tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working
during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca
Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19 especially
the family of Adolfo; Miguel, treasurer of the Boca Costa Presbytery Executive
Committee.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Nelly’s Friend, Eli; Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Mary Sue, Larry,
Mary, Tony, Myrna, Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Sam, Rosalie and George, Rosemary,
Al, Liam, Nancy, Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, William, Joel, Matt, Charles, Meg,
Trey and Piper.
Births: Annie Louise on April 3, 2021, daughter of Lindsay and Jim, sister of Emma,
and granddaughter of Ellen and John.
Hospitalized: Paul
Care Center: Marvin, Carol, Barbara
Deaths: May the peace of Christ be with Matt and Estelene, in the death of Matt’s
sister, Susan, on April 9, 2021.
Bereaved: Louisa, Barb, Mike; Akua, Darlene and Craig, Kathy and Gareth, Craig,
Julianna and Teddy, John and Sheila, Nana Oye
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Howard Thurman (November 18, 1899 – April 10, 1981) was a pastor, teacher,
theologian, author and the spiritual advisor for many leaders of the civil-right
movement. He was deeply committed to pacifism. In the 1930s he met with
Mohandas Gahndi, who wished to talk with Thurman about the non-violent work
of African-American Christians. He served as the Dean of Rankin Chapel of Howard
University, founded the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples in San Francisco,
the first multicultural, multiracial congregation in the United States, and then was
called to serve as the dean of Marsh Chapel at Boston University. He authored
more than twenty books, including Jesus and the Disinherited, and Deep is the
Hunger. Journey Films recently produced a documentary, Backs Against the Wall:
The Howard Thurman Story. You can watch it! https://journeyfilms.com
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania
Pray for:
 The faithful witness of churches amid political changes.
 Ending practices that harm the air, soil and forests, and installing instead
measures to protect the environment.
 Better relationships among different ethnic groups and traditions.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11, 2021
(CONTINUED)
OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery.
 First and Franklin Street Church – Christian Iosso, Interim Pastor
 First church Annapolis – Andy Kort and Mihee Kim-Kort, Co-Pastors
 First Church Bel Air – Melissa López, Pastor

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
NEW EASTER BANNER
Many thanks to Sarah and Catherine for the beautiful Easter Banner! It started with
an idea from Pastor Sue, who said she thought something inspired by sunrises or
light bursts, in yellows and golds on white, would complement the white and black
Alleluia banners. She said, “I’ve also thought abstract would be great too – because
Resurrection is a pretty abstract concept.” The banner has ten different white and
off-white fabrics and nineteen different yellows, ranging from a pale-yellow oxford
cloth to a dark ochre with metallic bits and dandelion yellow satin ribbon to
provide that shiny gold effect.
What do you see in this abstract Easter celebration? Do you see an empty tomb
with the stone rolled away? A cross? Sunrise? All of these or maybe none of them?
Enjoy the happy colors as we celebrate Easter! Read more about the new Easter
Banner in the April Tidings.
THE ALLELUIA BANNERS were created using Celtic Hand letters and filled in with
Zentangle® and Celtic designs. The Zentangle® designs used were: Crescent moon,
Printtemps, Hollbaugh, Waves, Tagh, Jonzal, Chillion, Grouth, Swirls, Queen and
King Crown, Keeko, Flukes, Web, Flying Geese, W2, Cadent, Cross Stich, Crufflel
with Flux, Enyshou, N'Zeppel. Zentangle® is a registered trademark. The “Celtic
Designs” were inspired by the coloring book from Studio Series by Peter Pauper
Press. Other influences for designs came from our own artists: Syd, Julianna,
Virginia, Evelyn, and Debbie. These include: Chinese Brush painting. A quick glance
of a stained glass window in a program about historic places in England, and grape
vine leaves. There is also a 3rd Alleluia on one of the letter “L” written in Hebrew,
keeping with the tradition of repeating the praise to God in the Triune fashion.
Thank you to our talented and creative artists who gave of their time to create
these beautiful banners! ALLELUIA!
SUNDAY WORSHIP begins at 10:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
15 minutes of music, welcome and sharing as we gather in for
livestream worship
10:30 a.m. Worship Livestream on Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links
Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month.
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are looking to add AT
LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more power point operators to our
ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. Training will be provided.
For more info or to sign-up, please contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org

FACEBOOK LIVE: EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.
Pastor Sue invites you to gather in her study on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course, in this season of physical
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access our page just click here. There’s also a
link directly to our page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org – just scroll down
the right-hand side, and you’ll find our social media links there. Bring your self and
maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online!

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
THERE WILL BE NO CHURCH SCHOOL on Sunday, April 11.
CONVERSATIONS ON RACE BOOK DISCUSSION
Sundays, April 18 through May 23 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
with Paula
Please join us Sundays starting April 18 as we discuss two books: The Black Friend
by Frederick Joseph and Long Time Coming by Michael Eric Dyson. See the April
Tidings or the church’s website for more info. All are welcome.
To register for the class CLICK HERE and a link will be emailed to you.
BIBLE IN DEPTH ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom
with Doyle
We will work our way through the prophets of the Old Testament, currently
reading Jeremiah, together in an informal and interactive format. In order to
receive the Zoom link for this ongoing class you must CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
Once you register an email will be sent to you with a link to join the meeting.
Questions? Contact DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
April 14, 21, 28 & May 5, 12
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom
Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Jesus says: I am…
For six weeks after Easter, we’ll explore six texts in the Gospel of John
where Jesus says I am … bread, life, gate, good shepherd, vine,
way/truth/resurrection/life. See the April Tidings or the church’s website for more
info. If you’ve been thinking about doing something to feed your spiritual life, this
six-week series is a great way to begin. Come join us! Email Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org and she will send you the Zoom Link. It’s that simple!
Everybody welcome!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL are NOT meeting on April 11.
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School for children and youth age two through 12th grade is on Zoom for
now. Children age two through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Classes for mid- and senior high students take place on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Email DCE Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, if you would like the link
to join any of those classes.
2021 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES RECOGNITION
First Presbyterian Church will honor High School Graduates in worship on Sunday,
May 9, 2021. Please send information about your graduate to the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org, and send 4-5 pictures of your graduate to Joanna
Rollins, Joanna_rollins@yahoo.com by Friday, April 30, 2021.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
SPRING YOUTH GRAND PRIX
NEXT Sunday, April 18, 3:00 p.m.
All mid- and senior high youth are invited to gather at First Presbyterian Church of
Howard County at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday April 18 for a socially distanced in-person
remote control car race! We’ll work together to set up a course in the parking lot
and then race our cars through it. The church will provide a few cars but feel free
to bring your own. Please wear a mask.
The rain date is Sunday, April 25.
Questions? Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
THE PEACEMAKING AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE is looking for a few
VOLUNTEERS to help plan FPCHC’s celebration of PRIDE month in June.
(The purpose of the LGBTQ+ Pride Month is to recognize the impact that lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender individuals have had on history, both in the church
and around the world. Pride also honors those members of the community who
have been lost to hate crimes or HIV/Aids.) FPCHC has celebrated Pride for the last
3-4 years with book tables, guest speakers, Tidings articles, liturgy, and of course
food!!
This year the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee needs your help. We need
some new thoughts and new ideas – maybe we can plan something outside!! This
is not a big commitment – maybe 2 Zoom meetings (in late April or early May) and
the rest on email. Please contact fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you can help.
HEROES FOR HOUSING CELEBRATION
Monday, April 26, 2021
Bridges to Housing Stability Second Annual Ceremony honoring three Heroes for
Housing. You can participate in this celebration by attending the live virtual event.
Brett and Pastor Sue will be presenting the Building Bridges award to the United
Way of Central Maryland. CLICK HERE for more information.
12th ANNUAL 5K FAMILY RUN FOR COFFEE AND 2-MILE WALK
- COVID Style (again)
Saturday, May 15, 2021
Get ready for some exercise and fellowship, in support of a
great cause, as beautiful warm weather returns to our
community! This event will follow the “virtual” approach.
To minimize the risk of coronavirus exposure, runners are
invited to do a 5K run on their own; those who choose to
walk may do so on their own or walk a 2-mile marked
course on the church property on Saturday, May 15th, between 10:00 a.m. and
12:00 noon. If you have walked or run on your own, come by the church during the
event to turn in your donations, pick up your special edition tee shirt, and enjoy
some fellowship.
All attendees will be required to wear masks and observe physical distancing
during the event, which will be held on the front lawn of the church. Refreshments
will be available, and a brief midday prayer service will be held on the church lawn
to close out the event. See the church’s website for more details. Corporate
sponsors and volunteers can sign up on the website, too.
JUST ONE CAN … PLUS! - April: Baby Items
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard County, we
are asking for specific supplements to our on-going initiative called Just One Can.
Our featured category for April is extra donation of baby items. Recommended
items are: Diapers, Wipes, Formula, Baby food. Keep collecting!
Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back entrance (near the
mailbox). Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard
County. As always, the generous support of the congregation is greatly
appreciated.

COMMUNITY ACTION COUNCIL reports the Howard County Food Bank is open and
helping people, but because of the increased demand, they are requesting online
monetary donations. CLICK HERE to donate to Howard County Food Bank
FEED HOWARD COUNTY SEEKS VOLUNTEERS TO DISTRIBUTE MEALS!
Feed Howard County, a local organization focused on supporting local restaurants
and families in need has now delivered over 10,000 meals to communities around
the county during the ongoing pandemic. Feed Howard County is looking for
volunteers as we ramp up our efforts during 2021. Please email us at
feedhowardcounty@gmail.com to see how you can help. To donate:
https://www.ripkenfoundation.org/donate, Choose “FeedHowardCounty” under
giving options.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB
Thursday, April 15, 2021 – 4:30-5:20 p.m. – with BINGO
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome!
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other
Thursday. To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
CIRCLES OF CARE
Sunday, April 25 at 2:00 p.m.
next small group ZOOM meeting
In these days of missing each other’s presence we are continuing to
connect with one another in a small group and invite you to
participate. We look forward to seeing those who have already attended, those
who expressed an earlier interest but have not yet attended and anyone else who
would like to be part of this new and exciting initiative at First Presbyterian Church
of Howard County. If you are sitting at home and want to have some fun and
fellowship with fellow First Presbyterians, come join us. You can email
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org with questions. Please respond by Friday, April 23. A link
for joining will be emailed to you.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. CLICK HERE for some ways
we can continue to give. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of April 8, 2021
Actual Expenses as of April 8, 2021
Total

$238,408.83
234,653.48
$3,755.35

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 2 days ahead/(behind).

PER CAPITA FOR 2021 is $36.06. The “Per Capita” is each church member’s
share of the expenses of the larger church – the Presbytery, the Synod and
General Assembly of the PCUSA. Our congregation is required to pay this
amount for each member of the church. Have you paid your per capita?
Thank you to those 65 people who have paid already!

GENERAL INFORMATION
EASTER JOY EGGstravaganza
Thank you to everyone who submitted a beautiful egg to share with members and
friends of First Presbyterian Church. Some are included in First Day, on the
powerpoint slides at the beginning of the worship service and on the church’s
website and Facebook page. Be sure to see the creativity! Thank you to:
Sarah, Virginia, Wilma and her granddaughter Sydney, Ginny, Evelyn, Caroline, for
sharing their EGGstravaganza creations with us.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member!
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email,
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, Earth Forum, etc. Are you receiving emails from
First Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family
members. We want everyone involved!!

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
CLICK HERE for CHURCH BUILDING UPDATES
The Church Office and Building are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
 Get the vaccine – CLICK HERE for more information!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE
www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Sunday, April 11th
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
NO CHURCH SCHOOL
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Conversations on Race via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
Tuesday, April 13th
SUPER TUESDAY
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Christian Education via Zoom
Discipleship & Caring Ministries via Zoom
Mission via Zoom
Strengthening the Church via Zoom
WAM via Zoom
Wednesday, April 14th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom
Thursday, April 15th
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE
9:30 p.m. Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors
Friday, April 16th
BULLETINS PRINTED
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
Sunday, April 18th
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for children and adults via Zoom
10:15 a.m. Gathering Time
10:30 a.m. Worship – Livestream
11:30 a.m. Sunday School for youth via Zoom
11:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting via Zoom
3:00 p.m. Youth Spring Grand Prix
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the April 2021 Issue #4.

