
1 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Communion 
May 2, 2021 

10:30 a.m. Livestream Service [EST] 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

Dear Jesus, as a hen covers her chicks with her wings to keep them safe, 
protect us this dark night under your golden wings. 
  A Prayer from Nepal 

 Gathering Time 

Music begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 
in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Gathering Music 

  Canon in D J. Pachelbel 

  Sonata No. 11 in A, K. 331 W.A. Mozart 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
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 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Do not be afraid:  Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Prelude Carillon John Behnke 

 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

Holy Shepherd, you know your sheep by name 
and you lead us safely through the valleys of death. 
Guide us by your voice, 
that we may walk in certainty and security 
to the joyous feast in your house,  
where we celebrate with you today and forever. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 231 Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers Suo Gan 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Jesus, Son of Mary 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Savior of the World, 
Make peace within us. 

Christ, King of Glory: 
Be with us and for us, wherever life takes us. 

God of all hope and joy, 
we confess that we continue to live in fear. 
You lead us toward green pastures 
but we wander in shadows. 
You call us by name 
but we pretend not to hear. 
Forgive us, give us new life! 
Summon us to right paths 
to pursue justice in your name, 
and to seek the well-being of all creation. 
Lead us to a table you prepare for us, 
where all share both bread and blessing 
and discover there is enough for all. 

(We pause for quiet, personal prayer.) 

 Assurance of Grace 

* Response of Praise 587 (singing together) Celtic Alleluia 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(Greet each other by sending a text, a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 
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* Response of Praise 19, verses 1 & 4 God of Great and God of Small 

(singing together) 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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HEAR 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  1 John 4:7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  John 10:11-18 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us, 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon The Good Shepherd Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God,  
Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten not made, of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 The Offering 

 Offertory Anthem French Suite V, BWV 816 J.S. Bach 

 iii. Sarabande 

 

 

 



9 

 

 The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Table 

 Communion Hymn 505   The Feast Is Ready 

  The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! 

 People of God, open your hearts. 
 We open our hearts to Christ, who reigns in glory. 

 Let us give thanks to the living God. 
 We thank God with joy! 

 [The pastors continue to lead us in prayer. We gather up all our prayers,  
spoken and unspoken, as we pray together:] 

 God in heaven, your name is to be honored. 
May your new community of hope be realized  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from our wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us.  
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
now and to the end of time.  
Amen. 

 Breaking the Bread 

 Communion of the People 

We share the bread and the cup around the table 
in our homes, and in the Sanctuary. 

 Music at Communion 

  Prayer After Communion 

SEND AND BLESS 

* Hymn 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness Faithfulness 

(See next two pages for hymn) 
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* Closing Responses 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice! 
Let the sea roar and all that fills it! 

Let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Let the trees of the wood sing for joy! 

For Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 

* Benediction 

 Postlude  

 Discipleship Time – This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

Grab a second cup of coffee and stick around online as we talk about  
how we are staying connected and being the church together 

in these days of social distancing. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES:  During Eastertide our Affirmations of Faith are excerpts from the many historic confessions in 
our Book of Confessions, focusing on the work of Jesus Christ. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; 
or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please contact 
them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license  
#A-712246. All rights reserved. 

Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

