
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 20, 2021 

TODAY 

Today, during the coronavirus pandemic, we are livestreaming worship at  
10:00 a.m. so stay home and stay healthy and join us online. Share the Peace, 
Spread the Word, not the virus. 

10:00 a.m. LIVESTREAM WORSHIP. Here’s a few ideas about how to make it more 
meaningful. Gather some items for a home worship space. Include a candle and 
matchstick so you can light the candle in your home when Sue lights the candle in 
the Sanctuary. Today, Sunday June 20 is the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost. The 
current Liturgical Color is GREEN. You could place some GREEN cloth under the 
candle. A copy of the bulletin is a good idea – either a hard copy that you print or 
a soft copy on another device – so you can refer to it and join in the liturgy while 
you watch. Are there flowers blooming in your garden? Put one or two in a bud 
vase for your home worship space. Mark the text beforehand in a Bible, so you 
can follow the reading (the text will also be printed in the online bulletin.)  

9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP. We gather on the Front Lawn, 
which is our Summertime Sanctuary. Please bring and wear a mask, and observe 
physical distance. The Park and Ride provides the most convenient parking. Please 
don’t park on the street or next to the walkway. Remember to bring a chair or 
blanket. There will be self-serve church chairs available as well. Paper bulletins will 
be available. After worship we invite you to linger for Lemonade on the Lawn.  
The Brood X Cicada family is in town. We are past the peak and the numbers have 
diminished. The ones left still love to sing and fly around!  
“All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres!” 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:   
Liturgist:  John (10:00); Song Leader:  Nan  
Ushers & Greeters:  Alice (9:00); Margot, Becky (10:00) 
Tech Crew:  Laura, Francois, Mark  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Steve and Toni in joyful 
thanksgiving for love and steadfastness on their 35th wedding anniversary; and by 
Marla and Jim in remembrance of Bethany. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation observes Pride 
Month to affirm God’s presence and call in the lives of all God’s 
people and we commit to seeking justice, equality, and inclusion 
for all in both church and society. First Presbyterian Church is fully 
and openly committed to involving LGBTQ people in the life of the 
church including sharing in church leadership, baptism and 
communion and the right to marry. 

PRIDE 2021 – A TIME TO DANCE 

Pride is a call to renew our commitment to LGBTQ welcome and celebrate our 
authentic selves.  Our corporate worship is a time when we as a congregation 
reflect on our commitment to welcome and support one another.  Read more 
in “A Time to Dance” by Clarence. 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/pride-2021-a-time-to-dance/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 20, 2021 

Please pray for:  Burta, Dave, Jane,Phil, Dylan, Paula, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy 
and Family, Doris, Maria, Pat, Barb, Shirley, Shirley; for everyone living in 
Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our 
congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and 
essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the 
congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have 
tested positive for Covid-19.  

Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 

Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  

Friends & Family:  Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Mary Sue, Larry, Mary, Tony,  
Eli, Myrna, Evan, Andrew, Kalene, Sam, Rosalie and George, Rosemary, Al, Liam, 
Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, William, Matt, Myrna, Charles Yarrough, Meg, Trey 
and Piper. 

Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara, Beth 

Bereaved:  Louisa, Barb, Mike; Matt and Estelene, Ron and Nancy, Paul and Cathy, 
Craig, Julianna and Teddy, Kevin, Kate, Sarah and Olivia, John and Sheila, Kathy and 
Tom and family 

Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  

Pride Month Prayer Request:  This week we pray for violence against LGBTQIA+ 
people in their communities and lack of protections for living daily life, especially 
for those in the trans community. 

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 

Please contact one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305  

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

On June 10, 1983, the United Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. united with the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. to create today’s Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) – 
our denomination. The General Assembly of the two uniting churches met 
separately in Atlanta, and on June 10, each Assembly voted for reunion. The 
commissioners then left their meeting halls and processed together into the larger 
convention center space, and convened the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with 
worship. They elected as Moderator, The Rev. J. Randolph Taylor, who was at 
that time the Pastor of Myers Park Church in Charlotte. Taylor had co-moderated 
the Joint Committee on Presbyterian Reunion for fourteen years. The Assembly 
elected Co-Stated Clerks The Rev. James Andrews, who was the Stated Clerk of 
the PCUS, and The Rev. William Thompson, who was the Stated Clerf of the 
UPCUSA. 

We also remember:  June 19th is Juneteenth National Freedom Day, 
commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. Although the Civil War 
had ended in April, Texas was geographically isolated, and not a Civil War 
battleground. So the slaves in Texas did not hear the news until June 19, 1865, 
when General Gordon Granger arrived at Galveston Island with 2,000 federal 
troops to occupy Texas on behalf of the federal government. 

 

 



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 20, 2021 
(CONTINUED) 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by 
week, so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Malawi, Zambia 
We pray for: 

 Church leaders who have spoken out and countered sexual violence and 
human rights abuses. 

 Greater food security for those most vulnerable, especially in times of 
climate change. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Grace Church in Baltimore City – Tanya Wade, Pastor 
 Granite Church in Woodstock – Terrence Alspaugh, Pastor 
 Grove Church in Aberdeen 

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP in the Sanctuary returns beginning June 27th for the  
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship service. You will have to sign up in advance to reserve 
a place, wear a mask and observe physical distance. Please watch your email, and 
the church website for the sign up on Monday each week, beginning June 21. For 
more info about worship in the sanctuary please see the letter from Morton and 
Sue on the church’s website. 

SWISS CROSSES WALL HANGING 
Much of the church year is considered “ordinary time”, and the liturgical color is 
green. We are blessed to have for use in our sanctuary two banners designed by 
Web and Sarah Brenner and made by a group of church members, and a 
Communion tablecloth designed and made by Debbie Salles. Because we cannot 
see the banners and the wooden cross on our live stream services, Catherine 
Blacka offered to make a quilt to be hung on the wall above the choir. The pattern 
is called Swiss Crosses, which are familiar to us as the cross in the Swiss flag (white 
on a field of red) and the cross used by the Red Cross (red on a field of white). The 
fabrics were chosen to echo those in the banners and the Communion tablecloth, 
so the background of the quilt is light green and the crosses and border echo the 
darker greens of the Communion tablecloth and the blues, greens and the touch 
of purple in our banners. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.oikoumene.org/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/our-church-and-coronavirus-june-2021/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/our-church-and-coronavirus-june-2021/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE through September 5, 2021 

EARLY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE ADDED TO SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
Our Summer Worship Schedule includes a new outdoor service. 

As people get vaccinated and the positivity numbers decrease in the next few 
months, we’re going to try two weekly worship services this summer. 

 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service 
 10:00 a.m. livestream-only service from the Sanctuary (Just like now, but 

a little earlier!) 

The 9:00 a.m. in-person outdoor service will be similar to our summertime First 
Worship service – thirty good minutes of worship, for all ages, with prayer, music 
and a Bible Lesson. This service will not be livestreamed.  

There are lots of cicadas on the front lawn and they are very loud – please consider 
cicada season as you make plans to come to outdoor worship. 

How to get ready for 9:00 a.m. outdoor worship: 
 bring and wear a mask 
 come to the front lawn – the park and ride is the most convenient 

parking 
 bring a chair or a blanket – or there will be church chairs available too 
 enjoy the music, but please don’t sing for now (humming is ok!) 
 get a paper bulletin at the Peace Pole or use your phone to view worship 

materials 
 in case of bad weather please check the church website before you 

come! Information will be posted by 8:00 a.m. if the service has been 
cancelled. 

 about communion:  NO communion on Sunday, June 6 at this service, but 
after we get more used to gathering outdoors, we’ll share communion 
safely. 

 

 

 



FACEBOOK LIVE:  EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS 
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.  
Pastor Sue invites you to gather in her study on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a 
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course, in this season of physical 
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t 
have to have a Facebook account to access our page just click here. There’s also a 
link directly to our page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org – just scroll down 
the right-hand side, and you’ll find our social media links there. Bring your self and 
maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online! 

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
There are a few dates available on Sundays for July 4, August 8, 15, 22, 29. 
Interested? Please go to Signup Genius to reserve flowers for the above dates or 
on any available Sunday in 2021. When you place your order, you can indicate the 
dedication you would like in the bulletin that Sunday and whether you want to 
take the flowers home or leave them for the Deacons to deliver to a church 
member to brighten their day. The flowers cost $35. Please send a check to the 
church office or make a payment via PayPal. Questions? Contact Church 
Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are looking to add AT 
LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more power point operators to our 
ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. Training will be provided. 
For more info or to sign-up, please contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org 

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS 
Wednesday Study Groups resume this Wednesday, June 16 and continue through 
July 28, 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Our theme for these weeks is I Have a 
Job for You. We’ll be taking a look at Call Narratives – the stories of how God calls 
people throughout scripture and how people respond. 
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 9:30 a.m.  
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 7:00 p.m.  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

OUTDOOR YOUTH GATHERINGS 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 
Youth in 5th through 12th grade are invited to gather outside 
twice a month on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
We will meet on June 9 and June 23. Bring a chair if you would 
like and wear a mask.  
Questions?  Email Virginia Callegary, 
vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

  

https://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc
http://www.firstpreshc.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4dabab29abf58-flowers
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_donations&business=bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org&lc=US&item_name=For+Flowers&no_note=0&cn=&currency_code=USD&bn=PP-DonationsBF:btn_donateCC_LG.gif:NonHosted
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
mailto:technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vfuqsqj8qGtfNYgxyrc85VYW-Y92vODUC
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcuCtqDIvE9NPnw_G73ZyYl3vtZm3uThH
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org


OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 
SUNDAY ONLINE CHAT & GAMES 
Sunday, June 27 at 2:00 p.m.  
next small group ZOOM meeting 
We're changing our name! Circles of Care was formed by Discipleship and Caring 
Ministries during the early days of the pandemic as a way of keeping church 
members connected when we were all stuck in our homes. It was originally set up 
to be a connection caring ministry but over time evolved into a fun group that 
meets for lively discussion and online games. Last month we polled the members 
for a new name and came up with Sunday Online Chat & Games. So, if you’re home 
and want some virtual fun and conversation, join us! Our next meetings are at  
2:00 p.m. on Sunday July 25 and August 22. Contact Sharon Glennen 
at sharonglennen9804@gmail.com to get the Zoomlink for the meeting. 

PRESBY FELLOWSHIP/PUB 
Thursday, June 24, 2021 – 4:30 – 5:20 p.m. 
This social group started by the Lockyers many years ago in their home continues 
to offer fellowship for First Presbyterian congregants and friends. All are welcome! 
With the pandemic, it has become a virtual gathering by Zoom, every other 
Thursday. To be added to the announcement email list, contact the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please bring your items - plus Spic and Span items - and place them in the storage 
box by the back entrance (near the mail box). 
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County. 

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR ELECTED OFFICERS 

Tuesday, June 22 — 7:00 p.m.  
Stated Session Meeting via Zoom 
 All new and serving Session members 
 Session meeting begins promptly at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Thank you for serving! 

mailto:sharonglennen9804@gmail.com
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.  

CLICK HERE for CHURCH BUILDING UPDATES 
The Church Office and Building are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

OUR CHURCH AND CORONAVIRUS – WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 
See the extra insert with a letter from Morton and Sue about the current plan for 
resuming in-person worship. It was also emailed to the congregation on Thursday, 
June 3 and included in the Weekly Email on Friday, June 4. You can also view it on 
the church’s website. 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
 Wear a face mask when out and about 
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart 
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water 
 Use hand sanitizer 
 Stay home IF: 

 you don’t feel well 
 you have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19 
  you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks 

 Get a flu shot 
 Get the vaccine – CLICK HERE for more information! 

CDC GUIDANCE IF YOU ARE FULLY VACCINATED 
CLICK HERE for the new CDC guidance if you've been fully vaccinated. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to 
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how 
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in 
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue, 
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or 
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent 
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting 
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a 
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member! 

KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH 
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email, 
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, etc. Are you receiving emails from First 
Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the 
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our 
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please 
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family 
members. We want everyone involved!! 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/coronavirus-and-the-church/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/our-church-and-coronavirus-june-2021/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/our-church-and-coronavirus-june-2021/
http://www.firstpreshc.org/vaccine-info-and-survey/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
mailto:mharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org


STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we 
can continue to give. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of June 17, 2021  $388,847.22 
Actual Expenses as of June 17, 2021  380,950.58 
Total  $7,896.64 

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission  
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 4 days ahead/(behind). 

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE! 

Do you shop on Amazon? Then hop over to Amazonsmile and choose First 
Presbyterian as your charity and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to First Presbyterian!  
Same company, same prices, same service, just with a benefit! 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose “The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County” as your charity.  
Be sure to use “The” to find the church’s name in their list. 

4. Now, whenever you want to shop on Amazon, go to Amazonsmile.com, 
not Amazon.com and make sure you see “The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County” at the top where it says SUPPORTING! 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/giving/
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
mailto:mharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sharris@firstpreshc.org
mailto:vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
mailto:mmay@firstpreshc.org
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
mailto:bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
mailto:sexton@firstpreshc.org


WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream Only 
 

FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE LINKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE 
www.firstpreshc.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Sunday, June 20th 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH 
FATHERS’ DAY 

 9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream-only 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom 

Tuesday, June 22nd 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting  
 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting via Zoom 

Wednesday, June 23rd 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE FOR SUNDAY, JULY 4 
 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group via Zoom 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry on the front lawn 
 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom 
  Outdoor Youth Gathering 

Thursday, June 24th 

 4:30 p.m. PresbyPub via Zoom 
 9:30 p.m. Facebook Live:  Evening Prayer with Pastors 

Friday, June 25th 

BULLETINS PRINTED 
FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 

Sunday, June 27th 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
PRIDE SUNDAY 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH 

 9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service 
 9:35 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Worship – Livestream & In-person (registration required) 

 2:00 p.m. Sunday Online Chat & Games 
 7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2021 Issue 7. 

 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
http://www.firstpreshc.org/
mailto:fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

