FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
July 25, 2021

TODAY
9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR SUMMERTIME WORSHIP continues all summer on the front
lawn, weather permitting. Thirty good minutes of prayer, song and a Bible Lesson.
The Park and Ride provides the most convenient parking. Bring a lawn chair or a
blanket, and please wear a mask. There are self-service chairs available. Cicada
season is on the wane. Humidity season is on the rise. It’s OK to bring
water/coffee/tea! Check the website for weather updates on murky Sunday
mornings.
9:35 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn every Sunday (Weather permitting.)
Everyone is invited for a glass of lemonade and a chance to see each other after
9:00 a.m. worship or on the way to 10:00 a.m. worship. We haven’t seen each
other in over a year, and we’re all wearing masks – so it’s OK to ask people their
names. See you on the front lawn!
10:00 a.m. SUMMER WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE! Our in-person and our online
livestream congregations now share worship together! To worship in the
Sanctuary, please watch your email box on Mondays for the link to
SignUpGenius, so you can reserve a place in the Sanctuary. We have about
75 spaces for the time-being, and we’d love to have all seats filled every week!
We’ll keep wearing masks and observing physical distance in the Sanctuary so we
can pray and SING together safely, and make sure there is a place for everyone –
all ages, all families, all friends – to worship through the summer months.
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS AND CRAYONS are available. Please keep your crayons
and save them for next time or use them at home.
FOR OUR 10:00 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION: Here’s a few ideas about how to
make a home worship space. Include a candle and matchstick, so you can light the
Christ Candle in your house. The current liturgical color is GREEN, so find some
green or rainbow cloth, or a green plant. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can
join in the liturgy at home. You can find the week’s materials on the church’s
website: www.firstpreshc.org
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Liturgist: Mike (10:00); Song Leader: Wayne
Ushers & Greeters: Margot (9:00); Chrissy, Jon, Debbie (10:00)
Tech Crew: Jonathan, Mark
ZENTANGLE® ARTIST: Thanks to Ginny for the Zentangle® art in this week’s
worship bulletin and last week’s worship bulletin.
FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Virginia and Steve in honor
of Maggie’s birthday on July 24; and by Louisa in loving memory of Jim.
REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis
to remember those who have died from this virus.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 25, 2021
Please pray for: Burta, Dave, Jane, Hilda, Dylan, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, Blessing
and Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy and Family, Rhydeil, Bob, Doris, Maria,
Pat, Barb, Shirley, Shirley; for everyone living in Charlestown, Millers Grant,
Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have tested
positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working during
Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa
Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak.
Non-Resident Members: Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb
Friends & Family: Carla, Macky and Jimmy, Mary Sue, Larry, Mary, Tony, Eli,
Myrna, Evan, Sam, Akhtar, Rosalie and George, Rosemary Kelly, Al, Marilyn, Liam,
Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, William, Hattie, Matt, Charles, Meg, Trey and Piper.
Recovering from surgery: Betty
Care Center: Carol, Paul, Barbara, Beth
Bereaved: Louisa, Mike; Mispa, Ron and Nancy, Victoria and Jeff, Paul and Cathy
Seminarians: Blake, Emma
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
(The above information was current as of July 16, 2021 when printed.)
Please contact one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Eugene Carson Blake (November 7, 1906 – July 31, 1985) was a Presbyterian
minister whose service to the church called Christians to work with each other
against oppression and injustice and for greater opportunity for those in need. He
served as Stated Clerk of the General Assembly in the 1950s, and was a leading
voice for ecumenical cooperation and church union. In the 1960s he served as
president of the National Council of Churches, bringing his predominantly white
constituency into active participation in the US Civil Rights movement. On the
Fourth of July 1963, Blake was one of nine religious leaders arrested near
Baltimore, Maryland, as they demonstrated for the racial desegregation of an
amusement park. The following month, he represented the NCCCUSA in the
leadership and on the podium of the historic March on Washington. Blake had
also been active in the World Council of Churches since its founding in 1948, and
in 1966 he was elected to succeed the council’s founder W. A. Visser t’Hooft as
General Secretary. During Blake’s term, he brought together world leaders to
found the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. In retirement, Blake was active
with Bread for the World.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week,
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.
This week we pray for Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda
We pray for:
 The tireless effort of churches and community organizations, working
with the support of humanitarian organizations, to improve the living
conditions of the people.
 An end to poverty and hunger, and improved access to health services,
especially for the young, that they might have hope for their future.
 An end to rebel movements across borders and the political instability
this stirs up.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 25, 2021
(CONTINUED)
OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021
We pray for the mission of our congregation.
Boca Costa Presbytery Mission Partnership: Iglesia Montesion in Santo Tomas
UKirk/Campus Ministries of the PCUSA: UKirk is the network of all those who
lead, support and advocate for collegiate and higher education ministries of the
PCUSA. The Rev. Holly Ulmer is the Chaplain at the University of Maryland United
Campus Ministries, one of the expressions of UKirk.

WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS
A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION AT HOME
NEXT Sunday, August 1, 2021.
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your
home: wine or grape juice, and bread. The bread can be any
kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll, tortilla, naan – it can
be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a
plate for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice
– a wine glass, a juice glass, even a coffee mug would be
fine. Please use bread and wine/juice.
 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room
where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is when
we gather in the Sanctuary.
 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with
Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we
share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the common
loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup
(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread
into the wine or juice) or individual glasses. When all have shared, place
everything back on the table for the rest of the service.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us
SWISS CROSSES WALL HANGING
Much of the church year is considered “ordinary time”, and the liturgical color is
green. We are blessed to have for use in our sanctuary two banners designed by
Web and Sarah and made by a group of church members, and a Communion
tablecloth designed and made by Debbie. Because we cannot see the banners and
the wooden cross on our live stream services, Catherine offered to make a quilt to
be hung on the wall above the choir. The pattern is called Swiss Crosses, which are
familiar to us as the cross in the Swiss flag (white on a field of red) and the cross
used by the Red Cross (red on a field of white). The fabrics were chosen to echo
those in the banners and the Communion tablecloth, so the background of the
quilt is light green and the crosses and border echo the darker greens of the
Communion tablecloth and the blues, greens and the touch of purple in our
banners.
THE ORDINARY TIME PARAMENTS in the sanctuary were designed and made by
Debbie. Debbie, being a pastor’s child, remembers discussing with her Dad that
there was nothing ordinary about this time when the Apostles and Disciples of
Christ tell about their new faith. The Communion Tablecloth is made of many green
fabrics and has V lines which draw your eyes up to the cross. The quilting is of two
trees in the center growing from a mustard seed. There is a boat on one corner to

represent the Apostles as they spread the Good News. There is a shell on the
opposite corner representing baptisms and living waters. The rest of the quilting is
of scrolls and leaves. Across the bottom are the words: Anything but Ordinary.
WANT TO SING IN A CHOIR?
Now is your chance! Sunday, August 8 at 9:00 a.m. come to the choir room, learn
a song, and sing at worship the same day. No prior experience required, or
seasonal commitment required. It will be fun!
Please note: In the interest of fostering and creating an environment for
everyone’s safety, especially for the most vulnerable among us, and consistent
with the Session’s policy, worship leadership participants (including music ministry
participants) must be fully vaccinated.
THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help. We are looking to add
AT LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more power point operators to
our ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. Training will be provided.
For more info or to sign-up, please contact technicalservices@firstpreshc.org
AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS
There are a few dates available on Sundays for August 15, 29; September 12, 26;
October 10, 17, 24, 31. Interested? Please go to SignUpGenius to reserve flowers
for the above dates or on any available Sunday in 2021. When you place your
order, you can indicate the dedication you would like in the bulletin that Sunday
and whether you want to take the flowers home or leave them for the Deacons to
deliver to a church member to brighten their day. The flowers cost $35. Please
send a check to the church office or make a payment via PayPal. Questions?
Contact Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
FACEBOOK LIVE: EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS
Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m.
Pastor Sue invites you to gather in her study on Thursday nights at 9:30 p.m. for a
brief (5-10 minute) Service of Evening Prayer. Of course, in this season of physical
distance – the gathering will take place via our FPCHC Facebook page. You don’t
have to have a Facebook account to access our page just click here. There’s also a
link directly to our page on our website – www.firstpreshc.org – just scroll down
the right-hand side, and you’ll find our social media links there. Bring your self and
maybe a candle. That’s all. Hope to see you online!

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUMMER BIG READ 2021
Here For It, or How to Save your Soul in America, by R. Eric Thomas
Pastor Sue invites you to read along with her this summer. This book was
recommended to her by a church member – and she can’t put it down. It really is
laugh-out-loud funny (that’s what Lin-Manuel Miranda said about it.)
Here for It is Eric Thomas’ story of growing up black, Baptist and gay in West
Baltimore. He writes about growing up seeing the world differently, finding
unexpected hope, and experiencing every awkward, extraordinary stumble along
the way. See the July/August Tidings for more details about the book.
Let Pastor Sue know you are reading! We’ll schedule a get-together and laugh-outloud meet up in August.
WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS
Wednesday Study Groups continue through July 28, 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. via
Zoom. Our theme for these weeks is I Have a Job for You. We’ll be taking a look at

Call Narratives – the stories of how God calls people throughout scripture and how
people respond.
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 9:30 a.m.
PRE-REGISTER HERE for 7:00 p.m.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY ONLINE CHAT & GAMES (formerly Circles of Care)
TODAY Sunday, July 25 at 2:00 p.m. - small group ZOOM meeting
This is a fun group that meets for lively discussion and online
games via Zoom. So, if you’re home and want some virtual fun
and conversation, join us! Our next meeting will be at 2:00 p.m.
on Sunday, July 25 and again on Sunday, August 22.
Contact Sharon Glennen at sharonglennen9804@gmail.com to
get the Zoom link for either meeting.
CHILDREN’S WATER DAY
Saturday, July 31, 2021 - 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Meet outside by the Kitchen.
Covid-safe activities for preschool and elementary-aged children.
Kids should wear clothes that can get wet, a mask, sunscreen, and bring a towel.
Adults should wear a mask, sunscreen, and bring a chair if you want to sit down.
For safety reasons children must be accompanied by an adult.
PRESBY FELLOWSHIP PUB
Thursday, August 5 & 19, 2021
Weather permitting IN PERSON OUTSIDE 4:00 - 6:00pm.
Rain plan ZOOM 4:30 - 5:30pm
This is an opportunity for First Presbyterian congregants and friends to have
fellowship in a variety of homes. All are welcome! Let Debbie Richmond know if
you are interested in hosting. To be added to the announcement email list, contact
the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – July – “Personal Dignity Products”
As part of the Board of Deacons’ continuing campaign against
hunger in Howard County, our featured donation for July is
PERSONAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS. Hygiene Products??? What do
they have to do with Hunger? Food Stamps do not cover cleaning
and hygiene products so your donations will free up cash that
people can use for food and other necessities. The day-to-day
struggle for food is hard enough without having to worry about
the simple dignity of personal cleanliness. Recommended items: shampoo,
deodorant, disposable razors, toothpaste, bar soap, detergent.
Please bring your items - plus “Personal Dignity Product” items - and place them
in the storage box by the back entrance (near the mail box).
Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and the food-stressed of Howard County.

RESTAURANT DAY AT CURED/18th & 21st
On Thursday, July 29, Cured/18th & 21st will donate 10% of your order to Bridges
to Housing Stability! All you have to do is mention Bridges to your server or when
placing a curbside pickup order. These two fantastic restaurants (under the same
roof) are conveniently located in the Merriweather District. Invite your loved ones
to join you in supporting Bridges while enjoying an unforgettable dining
experience! You can also spread the word by sharing the event flyer.
CURED Table & Tap provides a laid-back experience with comfort food and creative
cocktails. On Thursday, July 29, CURED Table & Tap will be open from 11:00 am –
9:00 pm (outdoor & indoor dining available. Curbside pickup is available from
12:00 – 9:00 pm. 18th & 21st provides an unparalleled experience with beautiful
& hand-crafted food and cocktails and live music in a sophisticated environment
(must to 18 or older to dine in). On Thursday, July 29, 18th & 21st will be open
from 5:00 – 9:00 pm (indoor dining only).
You can make a reservation for either restaurant online or by calling 667-786-7111.
Be sure to mention “Bridges” to your server & 10% of your bill will be donated to
Bridges to Housing Stability. Your support helps prevent and end homelessness in
Howard County.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can
continue to give. In-person worshippers may leave their offering in the basket in
the Upper Commons after the worship service. Thank you for all the ways you
support the Church!

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK
Actual Income as of July 13 2021
Actual Expenses as of July 13, 2021
Total

$451,563.73
443,882.49
$7,681.24

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is 4 days ahead/(behind).
(Please note: this is the same information included in First Day on July 18, 2021.
First Day was prepared a week in advance due to vacation schedule of Church Administrator)

GENERAL INFORMATION
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!
We know there are quite a few of our worshipping community who want to
become formal members of First Church. We have been trying to figure out how
to do this without our usual in-person classes. If you’d like to join, please be in
touch with either Pastor Morton, mharris@firstpreshc.org, or Pastor Sue,
sharris@firstpreshc.org. Together, we’ll pick a date to meet with you by zoom or
phone, and send you the Member Information Form for the Clerk’s permanent
records. After that, we’ll invite you to the first minutes of the next (zoom) meeting
of the Session to be received. So, if you have been a guest – for a few months or a
few years – you are a welcome guest, and we’d like to add you as a member!
KEEP CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH
Our main way of communicating with everyone now is via emails – Friday email,
Tidings, Mission Opportunities, etc. Are you receiving emails from First

Presbyterian Church of Howard County? You might need to look in the
“Promotions” or “Updates” section/tab of your email. If you are not receiving our
emails, please send your email address to our Church Administrator,
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org so you can get all the news. At the same time please
send in your current address, phone numbers and birthdays for your family
members. We want everyone involved!!

CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH
Please be safe! Share the Peace, Spread the Word, but not the virus.
CLICK HERE for CHURCH BUILDING UPDATES
The Church Office and Building are closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The Church Office is Open to Church Members
Tuesday - Saturday between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
(call the Church Office or Woody’s Cell Phone when you arrive)
or by Appointment.
BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE
Session approved the following Recommendation for the opening of the church:
Recommendations: The church building be re-open based upon the following:
1. Church groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church
after July 1 in designated rooms. Use of masks is required through
September 30, 2021, and until further notice. Room reservations must
be made through the church office.
2. Outside groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church
after October 1 in designated rooms. Use of masks is recommended
until further notice. Room Reservations must be made through the
church office.
3. Osher Institute may schedule use of rooms after September 15, 2021.
4. Inspirit Counseling may schedule use of their office space at any time.
5. Church and outside groups may schedule use of the church grounds
through the church office.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR!
 Wear a face mask when out and about
 Practice social distancing – keep 6 feet apart
 Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and water
 Use hand sanitizer
 Stay home IF:
 you don’t feel well
 you have been in contact with someone who has
Covid-19
 you have tested positive for Covid-19 in the past two weeks
 Get a flu shot
 Get the vaccine – CLICK HERE for more information!
COVID VACCINATION CLINIC
St. John Baptist Church is having COVID vaccine clinics every Saturday for the next
six months. The events will be from noon – 4:00 p.m. at their church at
9055 Tamar Drive in Columbia. Vaccinations will be available for those 12 and up.
Call 410-992-6977 for more information and to receive a registration link.
Registration is preferred, but walk-ins are welcome.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor: mharris@firstpreshc.org
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor: sharris@firstpreshc.org
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator: vcallegary@firstpreshc.org
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries: mmay@firstpreshc.org
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org
Woody Collins, Church Sexton: sexton@firstpreshc.org

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:35 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org
THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY
CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS TUESDAY - SATURDAY BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 2:00 P.M.
(CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE OR WOODY’S CELL PHONE WHEN YOU ARRIVE) OR BY APPOINTMENT
Sunday, July 25th
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service
9:35 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service (registration required)
2:00 p.m. Sunday Online Chat & Games via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Ruth Circle Check-in via Zoom
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 27th
Staff Meeting
Safe Space Training & Session Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, July 28th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group via Zoom
9:00 a.m.
9:30 p.m.

Thursday, July 29th
ROMEOS Breakfast
Facebook Live: Evening Prayer with Pastors

Friday, July 30th
BULLETINS PRINTED | FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT
1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins
Saturday, July 31st
9:00 a.m. Church Work Day
10:00 a.m. Children’s Water Day
Sunday, August 1st
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | COMMUNION | SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. Outdoor In-person Worship Service
9:35 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service (registration required)
The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, August 12, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2021 Issue 8.

