
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
September 12, 2021 

TODAY 

8:30 a.m. EARLY SERVICE 
Outdoors on the front lawn. The Park and Ride provides the most convenient 
parking. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and please wear a mask. If there is 
inclement weather, we will move indoors to the Sanctuary and will post an 
update by 7:45 a.m. on the church website. 

10:30 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask 
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew. 
There is no longer a need to sign up in advance to attend this service in-person. 
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the book racks in the Upper Commons. 
Following worship, please place these books on the Resting Table near the 
elevator. 

FOR OUR 10:30 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 10:20 a.m. 
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. Include a candle 
and matchstick, so you can light the Christ Candle in your house. The current 
liturgical color is GREEN, so find some green or rainbow cloth, or a green plant. 
Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at home. You can 
find the week’s materials on the church’s website:  www.firstpreshc.org 

10:30 a.m. LEMONADE ON THE LAWN! (Weather permitting)  
Starting NEXT Sunday, September 19 - Everyone is invited for a glass of 
lemonade and a chance to see each other after the 10:30 a.m. worship. We 
haven’t seen each other in over a year, and we’re all wearing masks – so it’s 
OK to ask people their names. See you on the front lawn! 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS AND CRAYONS are available. Please keep your crayons 
and save them for next time or use them at home. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:   
Liturgist:  Toni (10:30) 
Song Leaders:  Welcome Back Chancel Choir! (10:30) 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Gloria wishing a Happy 
Birthday to Payton and Layne, and by Diane in celebration of her sister Caroline’s 
birthday. 

PANSIES FOR AKWAABA adorning the sanctuary are given to the glory of God by 
Catherine & Ed, Amy, Joan, Tracy, Ginny & Steve, Caroline & Martin, Jerri & 
Jonathan, Megan, and for Amanda from her Secret Pal. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

Please pray for:  Virgie, Burta, Dave, Jane, Hilda, Dylan, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, 
Blessing and Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy and Family, Rhydeil, Bob, Doris, 
Maria, Pat, Barb, Ruthie and Family, Shirley, Shirley, Beth; for everyone living in 
Charlestown, Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our 
congregation who have tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and 
essential employees working during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the 
congregations of the Union Maya Boca Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have 
tested positive for Covid-19.  
Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 
Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  
Friends & Family:  Martin’s aunt, Barb; Bob, Catherine, Tony, Andrew, Mary, 
Sarah, Tony, Michelle, Louise, Eli, Myrna, Evan, Barton, Sam, Akhtar, Rosalie and 
George, Rosemary, Al, Marilyn, Liam, Aaron, Eyler, Julian and family, Peggy, 
William, Hattie, Matt, Charles, Chuck, Trey and Piper. 
Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara 
Deaths:  May the peace of Christ be with Dave, in the death of his mother and a 
former church member, Carolyn on August 25, 2021. If you would like to send a 
card please contact the church office for the address. 
May the peace of Christ be with Mike and Cheryl, in the death of Mike’s brother, 
Tom, on September 5, 2021. 
May the peace of Christ be with Mark and Debbie in the death of Mark's aunt, 
Florence, on September 9, 2021. 
Bereaved:  Bruce, Louisa, Mike; Mispa, Victoria and Jeff, Doria  
Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen (1098 – September 17, 1179) is one of the most 
remarkable women of the Middle Ages. Born into a large wealthy family, at a very 
young age was sent to a nearby Benedictine community for her education. In 1136 
became the abbess, or leader of the women’s community in the monastery. She 
moved the women to a new independent convent. The house she headed became 
large, and drew women for all walks of life. She herself was a prophetic person of 
great vision and theological understanding, not only within her order but also to 
the leaders of the church and society of her time. She corresponded with popes, 
bishops, kings and queens and theologians, sending cryptic oracles from her 
convent or often travelling far to deliver them in person. Hidlegard wrote poetry, 
composed music, invented a new language, and dictated numerous books on an 
amazing variety of subjects. Much of her music survives and has been recorded – 
so you can listen to her hymns and songs today! 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
(CONTINUED) 

We also remember: 
On September 11, 2001 a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the 
terrorist group al-Qaeda attempted to destroy buildings symbolic of the United 
States. Two hijacked planes destroyed the World Trade Center in New York City; 
another struck the Pentagon, and a fourth, thought to be headed to the White 
House, was prevented from hitting its target through the courageous acts of its 
passengers, and instead crashed in rural Pennsylvania. The attacks killed 2,996 
people and injured over 6,000 others and caused at least $10 billion in property 
and infrastructure damage and $3 trillion in total costs. 

September 15, 1963 four young black girls attending Sunday School at 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama were killed by a KKK bomb. Not until  
50 years later was there any serious attempt to prosecute those guilty. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Ghana, Nigeria 
We pray for: 

 Those affected by violence and terrorism, and that such violent attacks 
might cease. 

 Leaders of churches, that they might speak out courageously against 
political, social and economic injustices. 

 Just and peaceful relations between members of different ethnic groups 
and between Muslims and Christians. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 The Slate Project – Jennifer DiFrancesco and Jason Chestnut, co-con[spirit]ors 
 Comunidad Presbiteriana La Trinidad – Jóse López-Chapa, pastor 
 Light Street Church – Tim Hughes-Williams, pastor 

NEWS FROM THE SESSION 

CALLED MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 The Session has called a meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, September 26, 
immediately following morning worship. The meeting will begin in the Sanctuary 
at approximately 11:35 a.m. This meeting will be entirely in-person. There is no 
opportunity for online participation due to the nature of the business to be 
conducted. 
 The purposes of the meeting are (1) to hear a report from the Congregational 
Nominating Committee and to elect a Deacon to fill a vacancy. And, (2) to approve 
a change proposed by the Session to the Church’s Corporate Bylaws. The change 
adds provisions for online meetings of the Congregation. And, finally (3) to ratify 
the actions taken at meetings of the Congregation held online in 2020 and 2021 
which took place during the pandemic emergency prior to there being any 
provision for online meetings.  Items #2 and #3 require an in-person meeting in 
order to become valid. 
 A full description of the proposed change in the Bylaws was included in the  
2020 Annual Report, and will also be available on the church website. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/


WORSHIP, ARTS AND MUSIC NEWS 

PICKING UP PANSIES 
TODAY Sunday, September 12 the sanctuary is decorated with pansies. Thank you 
to everyone who purchased pansies. If you indicated that you will be picking up 
your pansies and are attending the worship service, please pick them up after the 
10:30 a.m. service. If you are not attending the worship service, please pick them 
up from the Lower Commons between noon and 4:00 p.m. today. There will be a 
checklist with your name and the number of plants you ordered, please be sure to 
check your name off the list when you pick up the flowers. Remember to wear a 
mask! If you are unable to pick them up at the scheduled time please contact, 
Church Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org to make other 
arrangements. Thanks! 

COME SING IN CHOIR! 
The fall 2021 season of Chancel Choir has begun! No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 *Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

BELL CHOIR BEGINS SOON! 
The fall 2021 season of the bell choir has begun! No experience necessary. 

 Rehearsals:  Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 *Please wear your mask & be fully vaccinated to participate. 

Contact Matt in the Music Office (mmay@firstpreshc.org) for more information 
and/or to participate. 

THE TECHNICAL SERVICES MINISTRY needs YOUR help.  
We are looking to add AT LEAST 20 new audio and video techs, as well as more 
power point operators to our ranks, so we can accommodate future needs. 
Training will be provided. For more info or to sign-up, please contact t 
technicalservices@firstpreshc.org 

AVAILABLE DATES FOR SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
There are a few openings available on Sundays in 2021 - November 14, 21, 28, and 
December 5, 12. Please go to SignUpGenius to reserve flowers for the above dates 
or on any available Sunday in 2021.  
Get a head start on flowers in 2022! Go to SignUpGenius and reserve your flowers 
now! 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Begins Sunday, September 12, 2021 - Akwaaba 
 8:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship Service - In-person only 
 Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 

In case of inclement weather we will worship in the 
sanctuary, check the website.  

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship - In-person & Livestream from the Sanctuary 

No registration is needed but please wear a mask and observe social 
distancing. 

Go to www.firstpreshc.org and click on links. All are welcome! 
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FACEBOOK LIVE:  EVENING PRAYER WITH THE CO-PASTORS 
Resumes on Facebook this Thursday, September 16 at 9:30 p.m. 
Fifteen-ish minutes of quiet and peace, cultivating our awareness of God's 
presence as we end the day. 
You do not need to have a Facebook account to join in – use the link (big blue F) 
on the front page of the church website and come join us! 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH PICNIC IS TODAY! 
If you signed up for the Church Picnic come to the front lawn after the 10:30 
service, spread your blankets or chairs, and join the fun! Food, drinks, and fun 
activities will be set up for you to enjoy. If you didn’t sign up ahead of time you can 
still stop by and join the fun. However, please don’t take a sandwich since they 
were pre-ordered by those who pre-registered. We’ll have plenty of other food 
and drinks for you to snack on. 

PRESBYERIAN WOMEN'S BREAKFAST 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 at 10:00 am. 
Breakfast will be catered.  
The cost is $15.  
Breakfast will be outside weather permitting.  
The Rain Plan is to move to the Upper Commons/Branch 
Hall. All doors / windows will be opened for air flow.  
R.S.V.P. to Carol, woodrowcollins@verizon.net.  
Pay upon arrival. 

CHURCH STAFF 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 
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ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

TODAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 is the first day of Sunday School. 
Contact DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) for more information. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS 

September classes will be held in person in the church building. Please wear a 

mask. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUFF IS HARD with Bill  
September 12, 19, 26 — Room 258 at 9:30 a.m. 

For three weeks Bill Burris will continue with his series of classes Environmental 
Stuff is hard.  The discussions are focused on some of the challenges to earth care 
and environmental advocacy. 

Sept 12:  Environmental Economics is Hard.  A brief look into the economics 
that impact environmental advocacy. 

Sept 19:  Environmental Justice is Hard.  A hard look at the difficulties of 
addressing environmental impacts of marginalized communities. 

Sept 26:  Environmental Hardcase:  Brownfields verses Greenfields 

This is a hybrid class which will take place both in-person and on Zoom. Visit 
this website for more information and the Zoom link: 
http://firstpreshc.org/adult-education-september-2021/ 

THE BIBLE IN DEPTH facilitated by Doyle  
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. on Zoom and in the Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the Old 
Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

This is a hybrid class which will take place both in-person and on Zoom. Visit this 
website for more information and the Zoom link: http://firstpreshc.org/adult-
education-september-2021/ 

WEDNESDAY STUDY GROUPS RETURN 
The Wednesday Morning Study begins our fall session on September 15th. 
We’ll begin the fall season on Zoom, and as the Covid environment changes, 
we’ll evaluate when to begin to gather again in person. But not quite yet. 
This fall we’ll be looking at the prophetic book of Ezekiel – the one who had 
amazing visions of God’s power and presence (valley of dry bones) in the 
midst of war, captivity – just generally an awful time. Everyone is welcome. 
Hope to see you on Zoom this Wednesday! 
To attend, click here to register on Zoom –and Zoom will send you the link 
for the fall season. See you on Wednesday morning! 

Wednesday Evening Study begins on September 15th at 7:00 p.m. 
This study meets on Zoom – and don’t hesitate to bring your supper or dessert! 
On September 15th we’ll decide what we’re going to talk about – but we’ve 
been taking a look at the text for the forthcoming Sunday’s sermon, and kind 
of liked that! 
To attend, click here to register on Zoom –and Zoom will send you the link 
for the fall season. See you on Wednesday evening! 

 
 
 
 

about:blank
http://firstpreshc.org/adult-education-september-2021/
http://firstpreshc.org/adult-education-september-2021/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIofuirqz4jGtKMWxnndm6BZLV9FO3YMz55
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuduitqzsiHNBpm6eDiOR2xk0ZBWUb88C4


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

TODAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 is the first day of Sunday School. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Sunday School for children and youth age 2 through 8th grade will be held outside 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays (weather permitting). Senior High youth (grades 9-12) will 
meet inside. Children, youth, and adults are all asked to wear masks. Check your 
email or contact DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org) for more 
information. 

NURSERY IS OPEN! 

On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children 
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety 
protocols will be followed. Please note that this is subject to change. For more 
details or questions email DCE Virginia Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

SECOND GRADE BIBLES 
Every year we give new Bibles to the second graders of the church. This year 
second graders and their Bibles will be blessed during worship NEXT Sunday, 
September 19, 2021. Bibles will be delivered to families who are unable to attend 
worship that morning. Check with Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian 
Education, to make sure your child is on the list. Watch your email for more 
information. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE 
The Guatemala Scholarship Fund Drive for the 2022 Guatemalan school year 
begins today. Whether classes continue as virtual or in-person, we want to 
maintain our goal of 90 scholarships. This means that all of last year’s scholarship 
students will be able to continue their education and new students can be chosen 
to replace graduates. The cost of a full scholarship is $460, but contributions of any 
size are welcome. Pay on the church website www.firstpreshc.org through the 
church PayPal account or mail a check to First Presbyterian Church of Howard 
County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045. Don’t forget to indicate 
“Guatemala Scholarships” in the note section. For deferred or installment 
payments, contributions in memory or in honor of someone, or questions, please 
email guatemalascholarships@firstpreshc.org.  

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – September – Food Staples  
The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional donations of grains and beans 
as part of our continuing efforts against hunger in Howard County. Suggested 
items:  Rice, Pasta, Dried or canned lentils, Dried or canned beans, Packages 
rice/pasta side dishes. Please leave your donations in the storage box by the back 
entrance (near the mail box). And please don’t forget your regular JOC food 
donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too many of our neighbors 
especially this year. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of 
Howard County. 
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STRENGTHENING THE CHURCH (STC) WORK DAY 
Saturday, October 16 at 9:00 am. 
If you cannot attend the Church Work Day and are willing to help out around the 
church another time, please contact Debbie or Margot or Caroline, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. They will be happy to give you a project and have you 
volunteer in accordance with your schedule. 

MISSION TRIP to MASSANETTA 
Calling all volunteers who would like to travel to Massanetta Springs Camp & 
Conference Center for all or part of Thursday, September 23 through Sunday, 
September 26, 2021. We will be winterizing the Petersburg Cottage. Contact 
Debbie, dlr372@gmail.com if you are interested. High and Middle School 
participants are eligible if accompanied by an adult. NOTE:  You must be vaccinated 
for COVID-19 to participate (12 & older). 
Watch for details regarding an upcoming organizational meeting. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATES 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
Since we can’t pass the offering plate as usual, many people have asked about 
other ways to make their contributions and pledges. FIND OUT other ways we can 
continue to give. PLEASE NOTE:  The letter drop in the Bell Tower doors has been 
removed, due to increased foot traffic inside the Church. In-person worshippers 
may leave their offering in the basket in the Upper Commons after the worship 
service. Thank you for all the ways you support the Church!  

OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES DOING GOD’S WORK 
Actual Income as of September 8, 2021  $553,019.77 
Actual Expenses as of September 8, 2021  562,983.78 
Total  ($  9,964.01) 

It takes an average of $2,156.74 to fund the daily budgeted operation and mission  
of the church. The total surplus/deficit shown above is (5)days ahead/(behind). 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 8/31/2021) 
Session approved the following Recommendation for the opening of the church: 
Recommendations: The church building be re-open based upon the following: 

1. Church groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church after 
July 1, 2021 in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until further 
notice. Room reservations must be made through the church office, 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

2. Outside groups may schedule meetings and meet inside the Church after 
November 1, 2021 in designated rooms. Use of masks is required until 
further notice. Room Reservations must be made through the church 
office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. 

3. Osher Institute may schedule use of rooms after November 1, 2021. 
4. Inspirit Counseling may schedule use of their office space at any time. 
5. Church and outside groups may schedule use of the church grounds 

through the church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Only one group may 
meet at a time. 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  

8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 

10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  
YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 

LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN TO CHURCH MEMBERS  
TUESDAY - SATURDAY BETWEEN 10:00 A.M. AND 2:00 P.M.  

(CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE OR WOODY’S CELL PHONE WHEN YOU ARRIVE)  
OR BY APPOINTMENT 

GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN – SEPTEMBER 12 – OCTOBER 17 

Sunday, September 12th 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AKWAABA | CHURCH PICNIC 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS 
MINUTE FOR MISSION – GUATEMALA SCHOLARSHIP CAMPAIGN 

 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 

 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour – Church Picnic 

Monday, September 13th 

 7:30 p.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 

Tuesday, September 14th 

SUPER TUESDAY 
 1:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Discipleship & Caring Ministries via Zoom 
  Mission via Zoom 
  WAM via Zoom 

Wednesday, September 15th 

BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 
 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Morning Study Group 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Ministry 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Study Group 
 7:30 p.m. Hand Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 16th 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE 
 7:00 p.m. Annual User Group Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, September 17th 

FRIDAY EMAIL WITH SUNDAY BULLETIN SENT OUT 
 1:00 p.m. Fold Bulletins 

Saturday, September 18th 

 10:00 a.m. PW Breakfast Event 

Sunday, September 19th 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship  
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour – Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 

 
 
 

 

 

The Church Office and Building are currently closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the current issue of Tidings. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 
to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, September 16, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. for the October 2021 Issue 9. 
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