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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

The Realm of Christ 
November 21, 2021 

10:30 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 For Meditation before Worship (for personal use before worship) 

 Joy is the simplest form of gratitude. 

  Karl Barth 

 Prelude All Good Gifts from Godspell Stephen Schwartz 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 Lighting the Christ Candle 

Hear, O Israel; listen, O church: 
The Holy One, the Name Unnamed, is God. 
The Lord is our God, the one who is making all things new. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 
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 Prayer for Sunday Morning 

May God be with you. 
And also with you.  

O God, in Jesus Christ 
you richly bless us with all we need, 
bread from earth and the bread of heaven, 
which gives life to the world. 
Grant us one thing more: 
grateful hearts to sing your praise, 
in this world and the world to come. 
Amen. 

* Hymn 643 Now Thank We All Our God Nun Danket Alle Gott 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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 Litany of Thanksgiving  The Worshipbook (1970) 

Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 

Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 

For the good world; 
for things great and small, beautiful and awesome;  
for seen and unseen splendors; 
thank you, God. 

For human life; 
for talking and moving and thinking together;  
for common hopes and hardships shared   
from birth until our dying; 
thank you, God. 

For work to do and strength to work;  
for the comradeship of labor; 
for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
thank you, God. 

For marriage; 
for the mystery and joy of flesh made one;  
for mutual forgiveness and burdens shared;  
for secrets kept in love; 
thank you, God. 

For family; 
for living together and eating together; 
for family amusements and family pleasures; 
thank you, God. 

For children; 
for their energy and curiosity; 
for their brave play and startling frankness;  
for their sudden sympathies; 
thank you, God. 

For the young; 
for their high hopes; 
for their irreverence toward worn-out values;  
for their search for freedom; 
for their solemn vows; 
thank you, God. 

For growing up and growing old;  
for wisdom deepened by experience;   
for rest in leisure; 
and for time made precious by its passing; 
thank you, God. 
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For your help in times of doubt and sorrow;  
for healing our diseases; 
for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
thank you, God. 

For the church into which we have been called; 
for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament;  
for our life together in the Lord; 
we praise you, God. 

For your Holy Spirit, 
who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love;  
who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; 
we praise you, God. 

Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and lives again for our salvation;  
for our hope in him; 
and for the joy of serving him; 
we thank and praise you, Eternal God,  
for all your goodness to us. 

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
God’s love is everlasting. 
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* Response of Praise 327, verse 1 (singing together)  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
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* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(During these pandemic days, we share peace with a nod or a bow,  
perhaps with hand on heart or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube) 

* Response (singing together)  This Is God’s World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Joel 2:21-29 

21 Do not fear, O soil; 
    be glad and rejoice, 
    for the LORD has done great things! 
22 Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
    for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
    the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
23 O children of Zion, be glad 
    and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
    he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
    the early and the later rain, as before. 
24 The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
    the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
25 I will repay you for the years 
    that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
    my great army, which I sent against you. 
26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
    and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
    who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
    and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
28  Then afterward 
    I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    your old men shall dream dreams, 
    and your young men shall see visions. 
29 Even on the male and female slaves, 
    in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

* Psalter Hymn 74 When God Restored Our Common Life Resignation 

  (Psalm 126) 

  (see next page for hymn) 

 



9 

 

 



10 

 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Second Lesson:  Matthew 6:25-34 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And why 
do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore 
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon On Earth! Sue Lowcock Harris 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 
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RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Affirmation of Faith (together) A Modern Affirmation 

  (National Council of Churches, 1992) 

We believe in God, who is like a good mother or father, 
near to us, and strong to help us. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God: 
Christ is for us the way of truth and life. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us, 
giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits. 
We believe our faith is a confident trust 
in the truth and goodness of God. 
We believe our hope is a hope 
to fill the present and the future, with deepest meaning. 
We believe our love is the means 
by which this faith will be made real in our lives. 
Glory to God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

* Hymn 367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. George’s Windsor 

   (see next page for hymn) 
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 A Word of Thanksgiving 

 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

God of abundance, 
Hear our prayer. 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

God of the living, 
with all your creatures great and small 
we sing your abundance and your goodness, 
for in the harvest of land and ocean, 
in the cycles of the seasons and the wonders of each creature, 
you reveal your generous steadfast love. 
Teach us the gratitude that dispels envy, 
that as you cherish your creation, 
so may we honor each gift – each grace – 
and praise you in all times and places. 
Amen. 

 Anthem A Celtic Thanksgiving Joseph Martin 

 A Word about Giving “Fearless Generosity” Steve Conrad 

 The Offering 

* Doxology (singing together) Solomon Major 
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SEND AND BLESS 

 Moment for Mission – Alternative Gift Fair 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 379 We Shall Overcome We Shall Overcome 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Sending Responses 

On our heads and our houses, 
The blessing of God. 

In our coming and going 
The peace of God. 

In our life and believing 
The love of God. 

At our end and new beginning 
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home. 

* Benediction 

* Response 750 (singing together)  Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Postlude Over the River and Through the Woods Thomas Keesecker 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify pastoral staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer 
request; or to arrange homebound Communion, contact Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue. 

Need to speak to the Program Staff? 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 

If you need to talk or would like to set up a Zoom conference with one of the staff, please 
contact them directly via their email listed below. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Hymns reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s). Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE # A-712246. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-712246.  
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton sexton@firstpreshc.org 
Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator GodlyPlay@firstpreshc.org 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator  
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant  

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 

Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/

