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Worship for Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24, 2021 5:00 p.m. 

* All who are able, please stand.   

Prelude 

Welcome 

Thank you for wearing a mask that covers your nose and mouth. 
Please sit every other pew, leaving the pew in front of you open. 

The Sanctuary windows will remain open. 

* Call to Worship  

 We stand and get ready to worship God.  
 Each sentence ends with: “…Tonight is the night,” and we will all respond… 

 Tonight is the night when Jesus comes! 

* Carol 147 The First Nowell, verses 1, 2, 4 The First Nowell 

1 The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 

2 They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night.  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 

4 This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay.  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 

 

 



Lighting the Christ Candle 

 We look and listen as we light the Christ Candle: 

 Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
 Jesus Christ is the Light of the World and the center of our lives. 

Prayer at the Christ Candle  

 May God be with you 
 And also with you.  

 Christ Jesus, Child in the Manger and Light of the World, 
shine in our world, shine in our lives and shine among us now. Amen. 

The Story of the Nativity 

We hear the story of Jesus’ birth from the Bible,  
in the middle of the story we will pause to sing carols.… 

* Carol 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem, verses 1, 2, 4 St. Louis 

1  O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

2  For Christ is born of Mary 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all on earth. 

4  O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 



* Carol 115 Away in a Manger Mueller 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

* Carol 113 Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

 

 



* Carol 135 There’s a Star in the East/Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow Follow 

1 There’s a star in the east on Christmas morn. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
It will lead to the place where the Christ was born. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow, follow; 
rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the star of Bethlehem. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

2 If you take good heed to the angel’s words, 
rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow.  
Follow, follow; 
rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the star of Bethlehem. 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 

* Carol 145 What Child Is This, verses 1 & 3 Greensleeves 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, one and all, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 



* Carol 126 Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child Wonderful Child 

 Jesus, Jesus, O what a wonderful child. 
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek and mild; 
new life, new hope the child will bring. 
Listen to the angels sing:  
“Glory, glory, glory!” Let the heavens ring. 

We are Part of the Christmas Story! 

* Carol 136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain, verses 1 & 3 Go Tell It 

 Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

3 Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

Offering 

We are not sharing offering plates in the pews during the pandemic. At the conclusion of 
worship tonight, ushers will be standing at the doors to receive your gifts and offerings. 
Thank you for your gifts. 

Prayers for the World and Spreading the Light 

We pray for people and places in the world needing the light of Jesus Christ. 
Each short prayer will end with the same words, and everyone can respond together… 

 …this Christmas we pray: 

 Child of Peace, spread your light. 



* Carols for the Light 

  We will receive and pass the light of Christ among everyone in the sanctuary. 

* Carol 122 Silent Night, Holy Night! Stille Nacht 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,  
‘round yon virgin mother and child!  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia:   
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 

3 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light  
radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

4 Silent Night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
with the angels let us sing  
Alleluia to our King:   
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born. 

* Carol 134 Joy to the World, verses 1 & 2 Antioch 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

* Benediction 

* Postlude 



 

We welcome you to this household of faith tonight, and pray that as you celebrate the birth of 

Christ you will be filled with God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy, and a great and generous love.  

May God’s Holy light, shining in Jesus Christ, fill your life. 

 

WELCOME TO THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

During the Coronavirus pandemic, we are leaving some windows open in the Sanctuary. 
We ask those who gather for in-person worship to wear masks that cover nose and 

mouth, and leave every other pew open. Thank you. 

Thank you to our Ushers, Greeters and Audio Team for tonight’s service: 
5:00 p.m. Margot Watson, Nancy Rentkiewicz, Laura Burris, Tracy Krzys 

Childcare for Infants and Toddlers is available tonight during the 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. services. Ask an usher for directions to the Nursery. 

Holiday Office Hours:  The church office will be closed Monday, December 27, 
through Saturday, January 1, 2022 and Monday, January 3, 2022. The Church Office 
and Building will reopen on Tuesday, January 4, 2022. 

Come One, Come All to Worship on the First Sunday after Christmas, Sunday, 
December 26 and again on Epiphany Sunday, January 2, 2022! There will be one 
family-friendly worship service at 10:00 a.m. both Sundays. Nursery care will be available 
during the worship service. There will be no Church School or Worship Bridge.  
All are welcome!  

Are you looking for a church home? First Presbyterian Church is a faithful, beloved 
community striving to make a difference in the world and the lives we lead. You can 
speak with any of our Pastors, Elders, Deacons or any member of First Presbyterian 
Church about what it means to be part of this company of Jesus’ friends. You can visit 
our website to find out more about our mission and ministry, www.firstpreshc.org.  
And Pastor Morton and Pastor Sue would also be pleased to speak with you, just call 
the Church Office at 410.730.3545.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


Regular Sunday Morning Worship schedule resumes on January 9, 2022 
8:30 a.m. - in-person & 10:30 a.m. Worship - hybrid | 11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour 

Church School - The Education Hour - ages 2 through Adult  
resumes on Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 

Visit our website to see what is happening: www.firstpreshc.org 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, Maryland 21045 
410.730.3545 

Ministers: All the members of the church 
Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr., Co-Pastor Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 

Matt May, Director of Music Ministries 


