
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
December 26, 2021 

TODAY 

10:00 a.m. MORNING WORSHIP, HYBRID STYLE (in-person and livestream)  
Our in-person and livestream congregations share worship together. We ask 
those in the Sanctuary to continue to wear a mask and sit every other pew. 
Hymnals and Bibles are available in the book racks in the Upper Commons. 
Following worship, please place these books on the Resting Table near the 
elevator. This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you 
may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

FOR OUR 10:00 a.m. ONLINE CONGREGATION 
The link will open around 9:50 a.m. 
Here’s a few ideas about how to make a home worship space. This Sunday, 
December 26, is the First Sunday of Christmas, and the Liturgical color is WHITE 
and/or GOLD. Pick up a copy of the bulletin so you can join in the liturgy at 
home. You can find the week’s materials on the church’s website:  
www.firstpreshc.org 

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Louise in memory of Ellen; 
and by Debbie with wishes for a Happy Birthday to Mom Eleanor. 

REMEMBRANCE CANDLE – We light a candle every week during the Covid-19 crisis 
to remember those who have died from this virus. 

WE LIGHT THE REMEMBRANCE CANDLE this morning to remember  
Reva, mother of Suzie, who died on December 28, 2020. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything (except the bulletins) to the bags and return 
the bags to the ushers at the end of the service. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS TODAY:   
Ushers & Greeters:  Nancy, Alice, Debbie (10:00) 
Tech Crew:  Laura, Jonathan, Margot (10:00) 

CHURCH SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND ADULTS will be on a two-week 
Christmas break on December 26, 2021 and January 2, 2022. This will allow 
teachers to enjoy attending Sunday morning worship service with their family. 
Nursery will be available. The Ark, L.I.F.E., Mid Highs, Senior Highs and Adults will 
reconvene on January 9, 2022. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and thanks to 
all our Church School teachers and leaders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.firstpreshc.org/


GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021 

Please pray for:  Virgie, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Mike, Natalie and Jeff, Paula, Blessing 
and Obinna, Mil, Rose, Evelyn and Stacy and Family, Doris, Maria,  
Martin, Pat, Barb, Ruthie and Family, Shirley; for everyone living in Charlestown, 
Millers Grant, Riderwood and Vantage House; those in our congregation who have 
tested positive for Covid-19; healthcare workers and essential employees working 
during Covid-19 pandemic; those in the congregations of the Union Maya Boca 
Costa Presbiterio in Guatemala who have tested positive for Covid-19.  

Members and friends who are staying home during the Corona Virus outbreak. 

Non-Resident Members:  Frank and Betty, Vivian, Barb  

Friends & Family:   Matt’s cousin, Jenny; Jan, Myrna, Evan, Joyce, Rosalie and 
George, Al, Heather, Jane, Aaron, Sarah, Frank, Eyler, Matt, Erika, Charles. 

Recovering from surgery:  Ilene, Shirley, Pat  

Care Center:  Carol, Paul, Barbara, Bob, Beth  

Bereaved:  Bruce; Mispa, Jowin, Kelcey and Christopher, Cheryl, Mike, Mandy, 
Rebecca and Jeremy, Jackie, Doria, Rhydeil, Agnes and Roy, Betsy, Kendrick  

Seminarians:  Blake, Emma  

PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff and Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-
and-christi-boyd; Jed and Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball;  
Leslie Vogel in Guatemala, www.PCUSA.org/leslie-vogel 

Please contact one of the Pastors:  Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris,  
443-824-4305 with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 

John Wycliffe (c. 1328 – December 31, 1384) This English reformer was a 
philosopher, theologian, lay preacher, translator and university professor in 
Oxford. He led a movement of opposition to the medieval Church and to some of 
its doctrines and dogmas, and was a forerunner of the Reformation. Wycliffe is 
best known for leading group of scholars organizing translation of the Bible from 
the Latin Vulgate into Middle English. These texts became the chief inspiration of 
a pre-reformation dissident movement knows as the Lollards, which caused the 
Catholic church in England to undertake a drastic campaign to suppress it, enacting 
severe censorship laws against it. The suppression lasted far after Wycliffe’s death. 
A little note on the history of the English Bible:  Before the Wycliffe Bible, there 
were only small portions of scripture translated into Old English (Lindisfarne 
Gospels) and Middle English (Rolle’s Psalter). People encountered the Bible 
through oral readings, Latin verses, and mystery plays. And although relatively few 
people in this time could read, Wycliffe’s translation made a standard reading of 
the text accessible to English-speaking people. Although unauthorized by the 
church, the translation was extremely popular and widely circulated in the Middle 
Ages. Yet the Wycliffe translation had little influence on the first English 
translations of the Reformation era, such as those by Tyndale and Coverdale, as it 
had been translated from the (Latin) Vulgate and not from the original Greek and 
Hebrew. However, English speaking Catholics continued to consult it – how’s that 
for a turn of events! And it was the basis for a Catholic-authorized translation of 
the Bible into English called the Rheims New Testament, which was later consulted 
for the King James’ translation. So bits and pieces of Wycliffe’s work survived after 
all. 
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GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, 
so that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for.  
This week we pray for Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan 
We pray for: 

 The reunification of Korea, that peace and justice might prevail; 

 Peaceful resolution of the many disputed claims to islands in the South 
China Sea by Taiwan and its neighbors and for greater understanding and 
cooperation between Taiwan and mainland China; 

 Women and other marginalized groups, and the inequalities they 
experience. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches:  www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2021 
We pray for the mission of our congregation. 

As we end one year and begin a new year, we pray for all the Congregations and 
New Worshipping Communities of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 2021 
The Church Staff will be taking a holiday for Christmas! The Church Office and 
Building will be closed Monday, December 27, 2021 through Saturday, January 1, 
2022, and Monday, January 3, 2022, for the Christmas and New Year Holiday.  
The Church Office and Building will reopen on Tuesday, January 4, 2022.  
Merry Christmas to All! And blessings for the New Year! 

GET READY!  
2021 Annual Reports are due Friday, January 7, 2022. Please send them to Church 
Administrator, Caroline Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. Early submissions 
accepted! Contact Caroline if you would like a copy of your 2020 report. Thanks! 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
NEXT Sunday, January 2, 2022 
One worship service at 10:00 a.m. with Communion 
In-person, masks required for all, ages 3 and up. 
The service will be livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. 

A WORD ABOUT SHARING COMMUNION AT HOME 
NEXT Sunday, January 2, 2022 
In order to do this, you will need to have a few things in your home:  wine or grape 
juice, and bread. The bread can be any kind – a slice of sandwich bread, a roll, 
tortilla, naan – it can be gluten free or with gluten. You will want a napkin or a plate 
for the bread, and something to hold the wine or juice – a wine glass, a juice glass, 
even a coffee mug would be fine. Please use bread and wine/juice. 

 Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room 
where you worship, so your worship is around the table – just like it is when 
we gather in the Sanctuary. 

 When it is time to break the bread, choose someone to lift the bread with 
Pastor Morton and break it, and then lift the cup with Pastor Sue. When we 
share the bread, you can pass it and tear a small piece of the common 
loaf/slice. When we share the wine/juice you can share by common cup 
(everyone takes a sip from the same cup) or by intinction (dipping the bread 
into the wine or juice) or individual glasses. When all have shared, place 
everything back on the table for the rest of the service. 

Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us 

WORSHIP BRIDGE 
Worship Bridge will not meet on December 26, 2021 and January 2, 2022. 
Worship Bridge for children in 2nd through 5th grade will be available during the 
10:30 am worship service (except on Communion Sundays). Children will leave to 
go to Worship Bridge after the Children’s Prayer and will return later in the service. 
Children need to wear a mask. At this time Godly Play (age 4 through 1st grade) is 

on hiatus due to Covid. 

NURSERY IS OPEN! 

On Sunday mornings the Nursery is open for children age 4 and under. Children 
age 3 and up are encouraged to wear a mask. Other Covid health and safety 
protocols will be followed. For more details or questions email DCE Virginia 
Callegary (vcallegary@firstpreshc.org). 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
  Christmas Break during December! 
  Next Class - Thursday, January 6, 2022, 6:30-8:00 p.m. – Room 258 

ATTENTION ALL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN! 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 19, 2022 for the Presbyterian 
Women’s Christmas Dinner in January! Dinner from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. (location to 
be announced) – Fellowship, Secret Pals, and good food!  
Call Carol for reservations. We want to see you in “2022” – Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love to all! 
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CORONAVIRUS AND THE CHURCH 

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP IN THESE COVID TIMES: 

 Those who worship in the Sanctuary must wear a mask that covers the nose 
and mouth. 

 We will leave every other pew empty, as has been our custom. 

 The Sanctuary windows will be open. 

 The 10:30 a.m. service will be the only service livestreamed. 

 When a worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you are in-
person in the sanctuary, you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION POLICY 
Just a reminder, as of June 1, 2021, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of 
Howard County requires that all volunteer leaders** of any indoor church-
sponsored activity be fully vaccinated against COVID19. Fully vaccinated means 
that on the day of participation, one is at least 14 days past completing the 
recommended vaccine series. This policy will be in effect until at least January 31, 
2022, at which time the Session will reassess it. 

** “Volunteer leaders” includes but is not limited to church staff, technical crew, 
liturgists, ushers, greeters, musicians, choir members, Sunday school teachers, 
nursery providers, communion preparers, mission or discipleship activity 
volunteers and liturgical dancers, whether the event is on church grounds or 
elsewhere. 

BUILDING REOPENING UPDATE (updated 11/16/2021) 
The Session approved (11/16/2021) these new Recommendations for worship in 
the church: 

1.   THAT we continue to require masks to be worn in the building through 
March 15, 2022. 

2.   THAT we continue to ask people to sit every-other-pew in the Sanctuary 
through March 15, 2022. 

3.    THAT we no longer require 6-foot side-to-side distance in worship, but 
encourage people to ask those already seated in the pew before sitting 
next to them in the Sanctuary.  

Remember that Session previously approved (10/26/2021) the following 
Recommendations for the use of rooms in the Church at other times. 

1. Church groups and outside user groups may schedule meetings and 
meet inside the Church in designated rooms. Use of masks is required 
until further notice. Room reservations must be made through the 
church office, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

2. Osher Institute started using the sanctuary on November 1, 2021. 
3. Inspirit Counseling is using their office space for appointments. 
4. Church and outside groups may schedule use of the outdoor church 

grounds through the church office fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org.  Only one 
group may meet at a time. 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday Morning Schedule  
8:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children and Adults 
10:30 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Worship 

Please wear a mask and observe social distancing. 
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/firstpreshc/live  

YOUTUBE http://www.youtube.com/c/firstpreshc 
LINKS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE www.firstpreshc.org 

CHURCH STAFF CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL, SEE LISTING IN FIRST DAY 

Sunday, December 26th 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M. 

 10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

Monday, December 27th 

CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Tuesday, December 28th 

CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Wednesday, December 29th 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Thursday, December 30th 

CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Friday, December 31st 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Saturday, January 1st 

NEW YEAR’S DAY – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
CHURCH OFFICE AND BUILDING CLOSED 

Sunday, January 2nd 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
COMMUNION 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M. 
 10:00 a.m. Worship – Hybrid Service 
 5:00 p.m. South Asian Language (Urdu) Worship Service 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
Morton Harris, Co-Pastor:  mharris@firstpreshc.org 
Sue Lowcock Harris, Co-Pastor:  sharris@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Christian Educator:  vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 
Matt May, Director of Music Ministries:  mmay@firstpreshc.org 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 
Pat Travers, Bookkeeper:  bookkeeper@firstpreshc.org 
Woody Collins, Church Sexton:  sexton@firstpreshc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office and Building are now open. The Church Office is open from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Please contact the Church Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org if you need access to the church building. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org for the weekly issue of First Day or the weekly issues of Tidings by Ministry Area. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

To submit articles for Tidings, the church’s newsletter sent out weekly by Ministry Area, please send articles 
by email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  by Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. for February 2022 Issues. 
Then watch your inbox every week! 
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