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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County  

First Sunday of Christmas 
December 31, 2023 

10:00 a.m. In-person & Livestream Service 

 

GATHER 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer. 
Words in bold are read by the congregation. 

*Those who are able may stand 

Please remember to turn your cell phones to silent. 

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,  
and you may appear on our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

For our online congregation - Let us know you are here! Post a greeting! 
And remember that you can place a request in the Prayer Journal 

in the comments on both You Tube and Facebook Live. 

 Prelude Prelude on In Dulci Jubilo Gordon Young 

 Greeting 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

Please fill out the red Friendship Pad in each pew. 
Newcomers please leave us your address and contact information! 

Then, pass the folder the length of the pew and back. 

 Call to Worship 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,  
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,  
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us  
and prosper for us the work of our hands –  
O prosper the work of our hands! 

Let us worship God! 

* Carols  

  126 Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child Wonderful Child 

  116 The Snow Lay on the Ground Venite Adoremus 

   (see page 2 & 3 for hymns) 
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* Lighting the Christ Candle 

Here is why we have light these candles: 
From generation to generation we tell the story. 
Christ is born. God with us in human flesh. 

Whenever we light this candle, we proclaim: 
Christ is the light of the world and the center of our lives. 

 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Maker of all: 
Have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, servant of the poor: 
Have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit, Breath of life: 
Have mercy on us.  

Gracious and loving God, 
as we stand on the threshold of a new year, 
we look back and recognize  
the many ways we have fallen short of your glory: 
missed opportunities to share your love; 
times when we were silent  
when we could have spoken up for what was right; 
indifference to your claim on our whole lives 
through Jesus Christ; 
and a lack of gratitude for your amazing grace 
by which you save us and call us to be your people. 
Lord, forgive us. 
As we look ahead to a new year, 
free us from thinking we can save ourselves. 
Help us to follow where you lead. 
Show us how to be your children and your heirs, 
forgiven and freed to live for our God  
and for one another in love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

(A time of silence is kept during which individual confessions may be offered.) 

 Assurance of Grace 
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* Response of Praise 141, verse 1  On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

 (singing together) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Sharing the Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

(We share peace with a nod or a bow, perhaps with hand on heart  
or folded hands, or with the ASL sign for peace. 

If worshiping from home, greet each other by sending a text,  
a wave or comment on Facebook or YouTube.) 
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* Response of Praise 127, verse 1 (singing together) Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words of Welcome 
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ENCOUNTER 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 First Lesson:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
          my whole being shall exult in my God; 
     for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
          he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
     as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
          and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11  For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
          and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
     so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
          to spring up before all the nations. 

62:1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
          and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 
     until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
          and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2   The nations shall see your vindication, 
          and all the kings your glory; 
     and you shall be called by a new name 
          that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3   You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
          and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The Word of God for the People of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 Children’s Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Afterwards, children ages 4-7 may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play.  
Parents can pick up their children following worship in Rooms 110 & 113. 

Older children, grades 2-5, who normally attend The Worship Bridge  
will return to their seats to experience a full worship service with their family. 

(It is the church’s policy to not put images of children on the livestream.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
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 Second Lesson:  John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 
For the Word of God within us: 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon You Are What You Say! Kenneth Page 

(after the sermon, we observe a time of silence and prayer) 

 

RESPOND AND SERVE 

* Hymn 140 Once in Royal David’s City Irby 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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* Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith 

Jesus, the long-expected Savior,  
came into the world as a child, 
descended from David, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of Mary, a virgin. 
He lived as a Jew among Jews. 
He announced to his people  
the coming of God’s kingdom  
of justice and peace on earth. 
We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, 
yet born of God’s power as was no other child. 
In the person and work of Jesus, 
God himself and a human life are united but not confused, 
distinguished but not separated. 
The coming of Jesus was itself 
the coming of God’s promised rule. 
Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 
he brings about the relationship between God and humanity 
that God always intended. 
Jesus is Lord! 
He has been Lord from the beginning. 
He will be Lord at the end. 
Even now he is Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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 Concerns and Remembrances 

 Prayers of Gratitude and Concern 

 Concluding Prayer (together) 

Holy One 
into these dark places 
into those unnamed dark places 
into the darkness of fear and loneliness 
pour out your radiance 
shower down your light 
break through pure brilliance 
until the darkness is dispelled 
and our hearts find peace 
and the light of hope 
can shine forth again 
fresh and new with this new day 
hear our prayers we pray, 
Amen. 
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 Offering 

 Offertory How Far is It to Bethlehem? Traditional English Melody 

* Doxology 137, verse 1 (singing together)  He Came Down 

* Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

Let the Light of the World  
spill through our windows  
to neighbors dwelling in darkness.  
May our gifts and offerings  
reflect the light of Christ and,  
as beacons in the night,  
draw people far and near closer to you.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 (We stand quietly as the liturgist offers a prayer.) 

SEND AND BLESS 

 This Week at First Presbyterian Church 

* Hymn 340 This Is My Song Finlandia 

  (see next page for hymn) 
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(continued on next page) 
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* Benediction 
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* Response 135, verse 1 (singing together) There’s a Star in the East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Postlude While By My Sheep Trad. German Carol, arr. Mark Hayes 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in  
the worship, education, mission and common life of First Church. 

First Church Cares 
To notify staff of personal concerns, illness, hospitalization; to pass along a prayer request; or to arrange 
homebound Communion, contact churchoffice@firstpreshc.org or call 410-730-3545. 

Interested in the mission and activities of First Presbyterian Church? 
Visit the church’s website, www.firstpreshc.org for more info. 

Program Staff 
If you need to talk with one of the staff, please contact them directly via email. 

Rev. Ken Page, Interim Pastor, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 
Margaret McGillivray, Director of Music Ministries, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

For building emergencies contact, Church Sexton, Woody Collins, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

WORSHIP NOTES:   
2023 Advent Candle Liturgy is “Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed \ A Sanctified Art LLC \ 
sanctified art.org.” 
The Affirmation of Faith is written by Ann Siddall, and posted on the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre and Faith 
Community website. http://stillpointsa.org.au/prayer/prayers-and-liturgies/ 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-712246. 
All rights reserved. 
Music performing rights for livestream provided by Christian Copyright Solutions License #12803. 
Permission to livestream the music during this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392482.  
All rights reserved. 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from CCLI License No. 21392499. All rights reserved. 
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The First Presbyterian Church 
of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 21045  
410.730.3545 | www.firstpreshc.org 

Ministers: All members of the congregation 

Rev. Kenneth Page, Interim Pastor 
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Margaret McGillivray, Director of Music Ministries 
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 

Pat Travers, Bookkeeper 
Woodrow Collins, Church Sexton 

Kathy Moore, Godly Play Coordinator 
Marla Youkers, Nursery Coordinator 
Sarah Reinhardt, Nursery Assistant 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is a congregation of  
the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 We are an Earth Care Congregation   
 We are a Matthew 25 Congregation   

Inspirit Counseling Services at First Presbyterian Church 
Meredith Barger 410-433-8861 x104 | John Michalczyk 410-433-8861 x115 

 

 

 


