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Members of the church who are
traveling this summer recently
sent a photo of the Gammelstad
Church, near Luleå, Sweden.
A UNESCO World Heritage site,
there are 404 little church cottages
around the church, divided into
about 554 chambers. In the
scattered agricultural economy,
these were used for worshippers
who couldn’t return home the very
same day.
(see https://whc.unesco.org/en/
list/762 for more info.)

Gammelstad Church, Sweden. Photo credit: Tom Sleight

Our intrepid travelers report that the church was built in 1492 and became a Protestant
church in the 1700s by order of the King. The king made it mandatory to attend worship,
and those who missed, were fined!
Hmm, mandatory worship attendance! Now that’s
imagination! After a good chuckle, I couldn’t help
but wonder what sort of impact a rule like that
would have on the worship life of the church,
and upon the spiritual life of the worshippers!
Would it be a good thing or a bad thing? Would
it be easier to preach, or incredibly more
difficult to preach? Would the worship leaders
become lazy and indifferent, because the
worshippers had no choice but to be there?
Or would they become more entertaining,
imaginative and energetic because they had a
“tough audience” to win over?
The “mandatory worship rule” sounds amusing
and quaint to us today, even ludicrous, because
(Continued on page 3)

an idea that captures a preacher’s

Fall Worship Begins
September 9th
The Sunday Morning Schedule:
 8:30 a.m. Worship
 9:30 a.m. Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour
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Worship, Arts & Music News
Fall Worship Schedule Begins!
September 9, 2018
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
The end of summer approaches and it’s time for school
and the return of the regular schedule for Sunday morning.
The Sunday Morning Schedule:

8:30 a.m.
Worship

9:30 a.m.
Education Hour

10:30 a.m.
Worship

11:30 a.m.
Discipleship Hour
During the Education Hour there are classes for Age 2 though Adults.

ARK is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1

L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5

Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8

Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12

And a variety of changing classes for Adults.
See page 4 for details.
Also, the Church Nursery is open from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m.
for infants through 3 years old.
Godly Play is during the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services,
for children Age 4 through Grade 1.
The Worship Bridge is during the 10:30 a.m. worship service,
for children Grade 2 through Grade 5.
See you at church!

Music Ministry News
Rehearsals are beginning!
Chancel Choir
Wednesday, September 5
7:00 p.m.

After that date Chancel Choir will
meet on Thursday evenings.
Handbell Choir
Wednesday, September 12
7:15 p.m. set-up
7:30 p.m. Rehearsal
For more info contact:
Director of Music Ministries
Jimmy Galdieri

Call for a
Congregational
Meeting ...
Sunday, September 23
Peace & Global Witness Offering will be collected on
Sunday, October 7, 2018
World Communion Sunday
Also the Heritage Festival will be held that day!
Start thinking of how you can share information
about your heritage!

for the purpose of electing an
Elder to fill a vacancy in the
class of 2020. Elder Doris
Rocha has resigned her seat as
an active elder due to her
health. The Congregation’s
Nominating Committee has
met and is prepared to place a
name in nomination.
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Christian Education News
Can You Give an Hour to Our Children?
Each fall Christian Education seeks teachers and assistants for classes of all ages, and each year
we are overjoyed to find that many people are willing to offer their time and talent to teach classes. But we also face
a challenge each year—finding enough people to assist teachers and help out with our youngest children in the
congregation. When that happens, we sometimes have to ask one of the parents to leave a class or the worship
service to help out, even though they volunteer on a regular basis.
If each adult in the congregation volunteered one hour to assist on one Sunday morning this year, we could
overcome that challenge and allow our parents of young children to get the spiritual sustenance they need so much
in facing their responsibilities as parents.
When our children are baptized, the congregation is asked whether we will help parents in the nurture of their
children. Offering one hour a year would be a great way for us to put our response into action!
This year we have a particular need for assistants in the Nursery, Godly Play, and Ark. Christian Education will have an
online sign-up again this year, and for those who are less comfortable with technology, we will also begin the fall by
having a sign-up board in the Lower Commons. Please watch for these opportunities and consider signing up.

Children’s Story Bibles: coming soon to a pew near you…
Thanks to The Howard and Pat Baughman Fund and The Memorial Fund we will soon be adding
Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible to the pews in the Sanctuary. This will give children the
opportunity to look at the pictures and read the stories of our faith while they are worshipping as
part of the family of God. We also hope that the very presence of a children’s Bible in the pews
will reinforce the message that children are welcome in worship here. Look for Growing in God’s
Love in the pews on Akwaaba Sunday.
Stop by the Christian Education table at the Ministry Fair on September 9th to pick up your own
copy of Growing in God’s Love.
Virginia Callegary, Director of Christian Education

From the Pastor (continued from page 1)
I believe we all now have a sense that it simply wouldn’t work. The worshippers do have a choice to “be there or
not.” Even if forced to be physically present – they could simply choose to “not pay attention.” We also have a sense
that it’s wrong to either prevent someone from, or to force someone into, worship of a particular fashion. Instead, it
should be a fundamental human right to worship in one’s own way.
The right to worship, the need to worship, the choice to worship – these are cherished values in our modern context.
We all have the right. We all have the need. The only question remaining is: will we make the choice?
Akwaaba Sunday – Welcome Sunday – is September 9. As school starts and summer activities wind down, this is a
good time of year to review the choices we’ve made in the past, and to renew or revise old choices. No matter how
long it’s been since you were there, no matter how often or seldom you’ve been there in the past: the church
remains committed to a vital, vibrant worship life. The church welcomes and anticipates your choice to worship.

Yours,
Pastor Morton
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Adult Education Autumn 2018
Sunday Morning Education Hour has some great offerings for adults to grow, stretch, deepen and ground their faith
and practice. Adults of every age and stage are welcome – young adults to senior citizens. Some courses are three
or four weeks and some last for several months. We try to address these broad themes: Bible Study, Big Questions,
Equipping the Saints, Life and Nurture, Mission, Spirituality, and The Twenty-First Century.
Classes begin promptly at 9:30 a.m., so come and grab your coffee or tea at the Wake-Up Station, and join a
conversation! Classes conclude by 10:25 a.m., so that if you are a person who attends the 10:30 a.m. service, you
have enough time to gather for worship.

Conversations on Race Book Study
“Everything You Know About Indians
Is Wrong” by Paul Chaat Smith
with Genevieve and Sequoyah
September 16 to October 14—Room 258
This class will focus on the book Everything You
Know About Indians Is Wrong. It will consider the
book’s commentary on perceptions about identity
and American Indian culture today. Through
facilitated group discussions, this class will build on
the book’s insights in order to prompt a discussion
on how the Christian values of faith, hope, and love
might influence the status quo in our society today.
Paul Chaat Smith is a Comanche author.
His writings, curatorial experience in the museum
field, and social commentary challenge assumptions
about activism, culture, art, and identity. His book
Everything You Know About Indians Is Wrong is a
critical and entertaining explanation of society’s
perceptions about Native people. His book
examines the unintended consequences of the best
of intentions and the complex diversity of Native
peoples’ experiences and identities.
Everyone is invited to read the book as a way to
gain an awareness of contemporary issues and
insight into the basis for commonplace
misconceptions about Native people. Consider
joining the discussion to reflect on the book, and on
how Christian beliefs can positively influence views
about Native people and create opportunities to
better understand one another.

The Bible in Depth: Isaiah
facilitated by Doyle

Continues all year—all are welcome to join in at
any time—Clark Parlor
This lively conversational study is reading through
the literature of the Old Testament.
All are invited to jump right in!

Histories and Mysteries
of Jesus and His Times
led by Bill
September 16 through November 18—Room 252
A delving in to depths of the past to examine the
historical time of Jesus and how a Messiah might
have fit in. A review of the history, geography,
archaeology and yes even the geology of the
1st century Holy Land.
Sessions:
1. Historical Jesus or Messiah? Do I have to choose?
2. Old Testament, Fact or Fiction? Nope It’s Historical
Jesus’s History.
3. The Geography of Jesus: Go left at the Jordan
River. You can’t miss it.
4. More Geography of Jesus: Go left at the Mount
Zion. You can’t miss it. Or maybe you can?
5. Fighting for a Jewish Homeland and Identity:
Has anything really changed since the 1st century?
6. Sects and Scribes and Saccarai: Exactly who were
those Pharisee guys?
7. Terrorism in Jerusalem: Again we ask: Has
anything really changes since the 1st century?
8. Herod’s Keynesian economics: Where did these
Rebels come from?
9. Jesus and the old ways: I want Moses to be my
lawyer.
10. Jesus is the word! Who is this and why is he
writing the Gospels?
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study
with Pastor Sue
Begins on September 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor
This year’s text: The Letter of James
Everyone is invited!
We’re starting this season of Bible Study, conversation and prayer by taking a deep dive into the Letter of
James – to go with the sermon series on James that will begin in Sunday worship on September 2.
If you’ve been thinking about being part of this wonderful group of inquisitive exegetes (a high-falutin
word for people who read texts) now is a good opportunity – because you can try it out for about 6 or 7
weeks as we read this short letter together. Our habit is to read the text straight through, bit by bit each
week, and pause to question, clarify, consider, wonder and speculate.
Francis Taylor Gench notes that the Letter of James “has often been regarded as the junk mail of the New
Testament.” Luther, in particular, did not like the book, because it lacks specific reference to the life and
ministry of Jesus. But the book is not trying to evangelize, or tell the story of Jesus. It is ethical instruction
or wisdom literature. In these five short chapters, the Letter of James addresses some of our deepest
struggles with living an authentic Christian life. James deals almost exclusively with the practical aspects of
Christian faith: speech, economics, business practices, discrimination, trials and temptations, and people
in need are all discussed.
So come and join us on Wednesday mornings, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

Liturgists! Liturgist Information Session
Sunday, September 23 at 11:45 a.m. in Room 258
Thanks to all our Liturgists, who do such a great job leading worship every Sunday! Perhaps you are
considering serving the congregation as a liturgist. Liturgists assist in leading worship at our Sunday morning
worship services. All current liturgists, and everyone interested in hearing more about this opportunity for
ministry, please come to a special Liturgist Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 23, immediately following the
10:30 a.m. service, in Room 258.
We’ll cover the basics of how to leading public worship, introduce and read scripture lessons, how to handle
“stuff that happens,” how to sign up, how to prepare. Everyone who has been serving as a Liturgist can
connect and share mutual encouragement for this terrific opportunity to serve our church.
We’re always interested in talking with people who are thinking about this ministry – including Senior Highs
and Young Adults! If you have questions about serving, please speak with Pastor Sue, or our Liturgist Lead
John.
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More Christian Education News
VBS 2018 Look Back
VBS Hero Central 2018 was a huge hit. With over 70 kids and over
20 volunteers it was the largest camp yet! All week long the children
learned that God’s heroes have heart, courage, wisdom, strength and
power. The children became heroes in their own community by helping
fight food insecurity. They donated 83 boxes of cereal which equaled 98
pounds when dropped off at the Howard County Food Bank. They also
collected $75 to donate for milk, vegetables and fruits.
We look forward to seeing everyone again next year at VBS!
Your VBS Director, Aja

Church School Begins!
Sunday, September 9, 2018 is the beginning of a new year
of Church School. Come at 9:30 a.m. to meet the teachers
and classmates. All classes will visit The Ministry Fair!
Ark and L.I.F.E. students will gather in the Sanctuary at
9:30 a.m. for a time of singing then will go to The Ministry
Fair.
Mid-Highs and Senior Highs will go directly to their
classrooms and then will attend The Ministry Fair.
Adults will attend The Ministry Fair and their classes will
begin on Sunday, September 16 at 9:30 a.m.
Be here for the start of an exciting year!

Second Graders
will receive Bibles
on Sunday, September 23, 2018
During the morning worship service.
Check with Virginia Callegary, Director of
Christian Education, that your child is on
the list.

Children and the Lord’s Table
Sunday, September 30, 2018
In our church, baptized children are invited to participate in the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper, also called Communion, with their parent’s permission.
The experience of Communion in worship can be confusing to children (and their
parents). That’s why we’re inviting you to learn more about this sacrament.
After the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 30th children and their
parents are invited to gather for a meal together at church. Afterwards we will compare our supper to the
Lord’s Supper as we talk about the way that Communion is like the Lord’s family gathering for a meal. We
will practice holding the cups and plates for Communion, and learn what to say and what to do.
Children in elementary school are invited to attend whether or not they have already taken part in the
Lord’s Supper.
Please RSVP to Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org if you are able to attend.

September 2018
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And More Christian Education News
Student Ministry Calendar
Wednesday, September 9
Senior Highs Supper
6:00-7:00 p.m.

Confirmation Class 2018-2019
The Confirmation Class begins this year
on Thursday, October 4th from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m.
with a meeting for both students and parents.
Classes will initially be on Thursday evenings.
An information letter is in the mail to all rising
8th graders, as well as to any upper level students
who have not yet been in the class. Additional
copies of the letter are at the Welcome Desk in the
Upper Commons of the church.
We strongly encourage participation for all rising 8th
graders, and any older students who have not yet
been confirmed. The class is an opportunity to study
and reflect on our faith and a life of service, and to
become a fully participating member of the Church
on his or her own profession.

Sunday, September 16
Mid-High Kick-off
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Mid-High Kick-off
Sunday, September 16
5:00 p.m.
Come for the cookout, stay for the water games!
We’re getting ready to start a new year of Mid High
Fellowship and we hope you can attend the super
fun kickoff we have planned! We’ll cook burgers
and hot dogs on the grill and then play some slippery water games. Bring your appetite, clothes that
can get wet, and a water gun if you have one.

For questions, see the informational letter
mentioned above, or contact one of the teachers:
Amy Curran, Morton Harris, Sue Lowcock Harris and
Virginia Callegary. You may contact them directly, or
leave a message at the church office.

Sizzling Saturday S’mores
Saturday, September 15
at 6:00 p.m. in the Woodlands Chapel
S’mores are back at First Presbyterian! Show off your marshmallow
roasting technique to your friends at Sizzling Saturday S’mores.
Bring your roasting skills and we’ll provide the marshmallows,
chocolate and graham crackers. All ages and roasting skill levels are
welcome. If it’s raining we’ll meet in Lyle Buck Hall to play games.
Questions? Contact: Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org

SAVE THE DATE!!
The Pumpkins
are Coming!!!
Saturday, October 13, 2018
at 10:00 a.m.
The Pumpkin Patch will run from
October 13—31, 2018. Sign-up
Genius will be available again this
year to sign up for patch spots.
Wheelbarrow
and
wagons
requested for borrowing for the
delivery and duration of the patch.
All helpers welcome!
Any questions please contact the
Pumpkin Queen—Aja Turesko—
a.turesko@gmail.com
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Discipleship & Caring Ministries
Discipleship Hour is every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.
Here are some upcoming highlights:
Akwaaba / The Ministry Fair—Sunday, September 9
Welcome back to our 2018-2019 season! Can you name all the ministry groups? Want to know what's
planned for the year? Come visit all the booths in Lyle Buck Hall following the second service. Help us serve
you (and consider how you can serve along with us.) Ask questions. Give ideas. Consider adding or updating
your picture at the photo booth for the Church Online Directory as well. Let's kick off the new season sharing
love with one another.

Coffee Fellowship, - Sundays, September 16 & 30
Apples and Board Games, Oh My! - Sunday, September 23
All are welcome! Gather in Branch Hall. Challenge your pew mate to checkers, ping pong, and corn hole.
Let the inside giggles go for a lazy Sunday afternoon. Step away from TV. Step away from your phone.
Let’s play! Apples and popcorn await.

Heritage Festival - Sunday, October 7
Where did you grow up? Tell me a story about your childhood. Share a family recipe sample. Our diversity is
beautiful. Consider sharing what made you YOU! We invite you to setup a table in Lyle Buck Hall to display a
craft, photos, artifacts of your background. Children will have passports to stamp at each table. Please email
Wilma or contact the church office. Hot Dogs with regional condiments provided. It’s going to be fun—be a
part of it!

Care Packages for Deployed Troops Project
Do you know a deployed soldier/sailor/marine/airman? First Presbyterian Church has
been supporting the “Care Packages for the Troops Project” headed by Millie Bailey
since 2004. Millie contacts local businesses such as Safeway, Wegman’s, Costco, Giant,
etc. for donations of products or gift cards to purchase items for the soldiers. Millie and her team send care
packages monthly to deployed soldiers. If you know someone who is deployed or on extended sea duty, and
think he/she would like a of box of goodies to share with their friends, contact the church office with the
name and address of your deployed family member or friend. Our Care Package group would love to send
your military member a package to share with their friends.

Session Meetings 2018-2019
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
2018: September 25, October 23, November 27
2019: January 22, February 26, Thursday, March 21, April 23, May 28,
Session Retreat—Saturday, June 22; August 27

September 2018
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A Very Heartfelt Thanks!
I feel so sad that this special thank you is coming to you
late. Please forgive me!
Many thanks to my First Church family for your special
gift of Men’s clothing donation to the Franciscan Center
in Baltimore City. The Center could not have been
happier to receive over four and half hefty trash bags of
gently worn and desperately needed Men’s clothing (I
forgot to take photos of the delivery). The executive
director, Jeffrey Griffin visited the 10:00 a.m. service right
after the drive to personally thank the church for the
donation.
They say, Charity begins at home and am proud to be
associated with such a wonderful church family who
cares and not just talk about it, but do it!
If you need additional information about this
organization, please call the church office and leave me a
message.
God Bless Everyone
Blessing

Fellowship Opportunities
Stitching Ministry
Meets on Wednesdays
at 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.
And will meet on the second
Sunday of the month
at 11:15 a.m. starting in October.
If you have any questions please contact the
church office, Shirley , or Louise . If you can
join the Wednesday group, come any time.
We meet every week. We need more people
to participate as the need is always
increasing.
Blessings!
Shirley and Louise

Conversations on Race
Meets the second Sunday of each month from
11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.
First meeting will be Sunday, October 14, 2018.
All are welcome!
Questions, contact Paula .

The Encuentro is Coming (to Cuba)
From Friday, February 15 – Friday, February 22, 2019, the Presbytery of Baltimore and its churches with
partnerships in El Centro Presbytery in Cuba, will be participating in the bi-annual Encuentro (gathering),
which will be held at a beautiful resort setting in Santa Clara, Cuba. This will mark the second year the
Encuentro has been held at this setting after four other such gatherings in Cuba. What a beautiful way to
help spread God’s love and meet and enjoy our partners in Christianity.
Following a three day visit at our partner church in Calabazar de Sagua meeting with the full embrace of
the church including visiting the elderly and shut in. The Encuentro will include several days of quiet
reflection, prayer, bible study and social events to solidify the two groups of visitors from the United States
and Cuba. These days are very important to the continued success of the partnership.
Please plan to join us for this retreat. Visa applications must be submitted three months ahead of the visit.
The cost of the trip is: $1200 all expenses included; $300 deposit required. Deadline for registration and
deposit to Cuba is Thursday, November 1, 2018.
For more information, please see Rev. Morton Harris or Alice.
All are invited to join in this gathering.
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The Green Page
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more
attractive and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month,
with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor

Rain
Climate change is impacting weather in a number of different ways. Among these are the changes it is
making in the global water cycle. These changes are resulting in the increased amount and frequency of rain,
as well as larger and more frequent floods. The water vapor that creates the precipitation of rain comes
from two sources. Most of the rain and snow that falls over the land comes from the evaporation of
moisture from the oceans, and the rest results from the cycle of evaporation and precipitation of moisture
on land. The intensity of precipitation (and the risk of flooding) depends in part on how much moisture the
atmosphere can hold at a given time. As the atmosphere gets warmer, it can hold more moisture, resulting
in an increase in the rate of evaporation from the ocean and other bodies of water, causing more intense
rainfall and an increased risk of flooding. Warmer air can also more quickly evaporate water from the land
and, as a result, areas where it is not raining can dry out more quickly. It is also likely that some regions can
experience both drier spells and more rain, resulting in dried-out soil, followed by heavy downpours, leading
to more flooding. In the United States (U.S.), there has been a marked increase in the most intense rainfall
events across the country, resulting in more severe flooding. The Midwest and Northeast have seen the
greatest increase in these events.
The current infrastructure is not designed globally to cope with these problems. This will mean, in addition
to other action, the need to design improved culverts and reservoirs, as well as to restore and create more
green space, and to replace solid surfaces on parking lots, driveways, and patios with permeable pavers.
While these modifications will be costly, not preparing for increased flooding will result in even greater
financial and social costs.
Jeff

Earth Forum Returns this Fall
The Earth Forum and its engaging speakers and civil discussions on sustainable
living and climate change, returns in October for its tenth season. All Forums will be
held the third Sunday of the month, at 2:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church of
Howard County. Mark your calendar for the following dates and join us:
In 2018: Sundays, October 21 & November 18
In 2019: Sundays, January 20, February 17, March 17 & April 28 (4th Sunday)
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Mission News
Guatemala Scholarship Fund Drive Begins in September
Our scholarship program for students from our Guatemalan partner churches has
proved to be a great success. We began with a small group of First Presbyterian
donors providing just 8 scholarships. This past year we were able to offer
scholarships to 82 students, thanks to donations from a large number of our fellow
members. Before there were scholarships, most of the Guatemalan children could
not stay in school past sixth grade. Though their government provides free
elementary education, middle and high schools are not free. And families could
not afford them, even though they wanted their children to have more
possibilities than farm work in the fields of a large landowner.
The scholarships have truly increased opportunities for our students. They have a choice of many vocational
programs from welding to health care to bookkeeping, as well as teacher education and other academic
programs.
This year, as every year, one after another, scholarship students thanked us for our support. We may take
going to middle and high school for granted; for them it is a great privilege for which they are immensely
grateful.
A new school year will begin in Guatemala in January 2019. The fundraising season for scholarships will
extend from September 9-October 21. As always our goal is to raise enough funds to continue supporting
every current scholarship recipient, and to replace all who graduate. The cost of a full scholarship is $460.
Remember that contributions of any size are welcome. Smaller contributions add up to full scholarships.
Please make your contribution or pledge by completing a yellow donor card, available at the Welcome
Center. Contributions may be made as memorials or in honor of someone; we have special cards to send to
honorees. If you have any questions, please contact Judy or the church office.
For the past 15 years First Presbyterian Church of Howard County has maintained a partnership with the
Union Maya Quiché Boca Costa Presbytery, composed of indigenous Mayan Guatemalans. After
experimenting with various programs suggested for such partnerships, we realized that we both placed a
high value on education. And we could do something about the insurmountable barriers they faced.
Individual members of First Presbyterian would volunteer to pay the costs of middle and high school for a
limited number of students. The students are selected by the sessions of their churches. Their Presbytery
Executive Committee administers the program. Every year they present our Guatemala Mission Committee
with documentation of enrollment, tuition and other payments, and grade cards. Every aspect of our
partnership is based on the principles of honesty, transparency and accountability.
Judy

Welcome Mairi Renwick!
Mairi Renwick, Director of Admissions at Union Presbyterian Seminary, will be with us on Sunday,
September 16th! Mairi will gather with the Senior Highs during the Education Hour and also worship with
us. At 11:30 a.m., Mairi will host a Discipleship Hour conversation about the seminary, its mission and its
variety of study and leadership training programs. Come and hear about all the ways Union Seminary equips
all of us to be a faithful church.
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Mission Opportunities
Just One Can
September-Food Staples
The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional
donations of grains and beans as part of our
continuing efforts against hunger in Howard County.
Please leave your donations in the wooden cart across
from the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons.
And please don’t forget your regular JOC food
donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too
many of our neighbors. Thank you on behalf on the
Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County.



Rice



Pasta



Dried or canned lentils



Dried or canned beans



Packages rice/pasta
side dishes

Bring in the New Year
in the Caribbean
No passport required. First Presbyterian Church and
the National Capital Presbytery are travelling to
Puerto Rico for a Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) trip to help those most in need.
We depart on Monday, December 31, 2018
and return on Tuesday, January 8, 2019.
Cost of trip inclusive of all expenses is approximately
$800.
The PDA camp is located in Pasada de Angeles.
If you are interested please contact Pat or the church
office.

Presbyterian
Women News
PW Fall Kick-off
Breakfast Event
Saturday, September 15, 2018
9:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall
Attention! All Presbyterian Women!!
Plan for our Fall Kick-off Program!
Fellowship, breakfast food, and fun!
Sign-up in the Lower Commons.
Cost: $5.00 Bring a friend!
Questions: call Carol or the church office
HOLD THE DATE of Saturday, October 20, 2018
for the Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women in
Baltimore Presbytery to be held at First
Presbyterian Church of Howard County.
More details to follow.

Ruth Circle
Ruth Circle would like to extend a special
invitation to women to join us this year, as we
have fun, support each other, do service projects
and
delve
into
wonderful
books.
We meet about one Sunday per month (Sept May but not Dec), 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the Parlor.
First meeting is September 16. Come when you
can. This year we are reading The Book of Joy:
Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, by two
Nobel Peace Prize winners: the Dalai Lama (the
exiled spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists) and
Desmond Tutu (the Anglican Archbishop Emeritus
of Southern Africa). These religious leaders have
experienced tremendous suffering but still
managed to find happiness and joy in life, with
lessons for all of us.
Questions, contact Sara or Gloria or the church
office.
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Creating Civility and Tolerance in an Uncivil and Intolerance Society
Speaker & Workshop—Sunday, September 30, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.
Lunch will be served at noon
From mass shootings to police killings to hate crimes to a rise in sexual harassment and assault allegations,
the United States is witnessing what seems like an unprecedented number of violent and divisive incidents.
During this #BlackLivesMatter movement, political polarization from Capitol Hill to the NFL is at one of the
highest levels in our country’s history and social media seem to simply be another mechanism to segregate
and isolate rather than unify. Simply put, America is grappling with its social and cultural norms, and
subsequently social policies that support these changing norms. So, how do we create civility and tolerance
in an uncivil and intolerant society? Dr. Ray lays out five steps—1) Developing a holistic life perspective; 2)
Identifying trust points; 3) Reducing implicit bias; 4) Creating brave spaces; 5) Engaging in racial uplift
activism—for forming a racially-inclusive sociological imagination. These steps help to change our everyday
social interactions as well as the policies that seem to augment hate speech. The presentation will conclude
by discussing how to form solidarity and build coalitions across racial/ethnic identities. Participants will
leave with strategies to combat race and gender inequality in a socially-conscious manner.
Dr. Rashawn Ray is Associate Professor of Sociology and Executive Director of the Lab for Applied Social
Science Research (LASSR) at the University of Maryland, College Park. He is also one of the co-editors of
Contexts Magazine, which is the public face of the American Sociological Association. Formerly, Ray was a
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Research Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley.
Ray’s research addresses the mechanisms that manufacture and maintain racial and social inequality. His
work also speaks to ways that inequality may be attenuated through racial uplift activism and social policy.
Ray has published over 40 books, articles, book chapters, and op-eds. He has written for New York Times,
Huffington Post, NBC News, and Public Radio International. Selected as 40 Under 40 Prince George's County
and awarded the 2016 UMD Research Communicator Award, Ray has appeared on HLN, Al Jazeera, NPR,
Fox, and MSNBC. His research is cited in CNN, Washington Post, Associated Press, MSN, The Root, The
Chronicle, and Newsday. Previously, Ray served on the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington
Planning Committee and the Commission on Racial Justice with Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
Questions? Contact Paula or the church office.
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The Church Office
will be closed on
Monday, September 3rd
in observance of

Meet Our User Groups
On Wednesday, August 8th the eleventh Annual User
Group Meeting was held for the purpose of reviewing
the procedures of using the church facilities and
scheduling meetings for the 2018-2019 year.
Church Administrator, Caroline Smith met
with the leaders of the outside user groups
who currently use the facility for their
meetings.
The following groups use our
building on a regular basis during the week:
 ACOA (Adult Children of Alcoholics)
 American Red Cross
 Bereaved Parents
 Boy Scout Troop 361
 Cub Scout Pack 361 for boys and girls
(Lions, Tigers, Wolves, Bears, Webelos I, Webelos II)
 Diabetes Type I Support Group
 Faithful Circle Quilters
 Impact—Right Turn
 Milltown Quilters
 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
Basics, Peer to Peer Class, Parent Support Group &
Transition Age Youth
 Violin Teacher Kathryn
Other groups that also use our building:
 Bridges to Housing Stability stores cleaning supplies
for their clients.
 Head Start Program—children are back in session
starting Tuesday, September 4. Please be mindful of
young children as you drive through the parking lot.
So if you see lots of cars in the parking lot or people
you don’t recognize in the building they may be one
of our many user groups! Please welcome them!
Caroline Smith, Church Administrator

Tidings October 2018 Issue 9
is Thursday, September 13th
To be mailed Wednesday, September 19th
Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
before or by the due date!
Please keep us up to date
with your current home and email address
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings!
Changes can be sent to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
Sign-up to receive your monthly
issue of Tidings via email
and save some trees and money!
Thank you to many who have
signed up already!
Send your email address to
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org
and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox!

New Church Directories

will be available
at the Discipleship and Caring Ministries table at
the Ministry Fair on September 9th. Please pick
up one copy for your family.
If any of your contact information has changed
please send the new information to:
Church Administrator, Caroline Smith
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by
September 4th in order to be included
in the printed directory. Thank you!
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September Birthdays
Thank you!
On Friday, August 3, 2018 First Presbyterian Church hosted The Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults—Team
Baltimore for the night for the 4K Run for Cancer. They sent the following notes:
First Presbyterian Church—

Thank y’all so much for allowing our Team to spend the last night of our journey here! We’ve made it all
across the U.S. and that would not have been possible without the kindness and generosity of people like
y’all.
Thanks,
Thomas N & Team Baltimore
and a postcard...
We made it! 49 days later and Team Baltimore has made it back home! Thank you for hosting us on our
journey across America!
Team Baltimore
Special thanks to Alex, STC Chair, for opening the building for Team Baltimore and being the contact
person while they stayed in the building.

Thank You!
Thank you, church family, for the prayers, flowers, help with transportation, cards and love.
You have enabled my speedy recovery from back surgery.
Pat

The First Presbyterian Church
Of Howard County
September 2018
Issue 8
9325 Presbyterian Circle
Columbia, MD 21045
Phone: 410.730.3545
Fax: 410.715.4981
E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org
www.firstpreshc.org

Growing deep and wide!

September 2018 Sunday Morning Worship
Fall Worship Schedule begins September 9
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship
9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour

Practical Faith
September 2
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
COMMUNION
Last Day of Summer Schedule:
9:00 a.m. First Worship
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
James 1.17-27
“What to Do”
Morton Harris, preaching
September 9
AKWAABA! WELCOME!
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fall Worship & Education Schedule:
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
11:30 a.m. Discipleship Hour
James 2.1-10, 14-17
“How To Get It Done”
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching

September 16
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
James 3.1-12
“How to Talk”
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching
September 23
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Second Graders Receive Bibles!
Congregational Meeting at 11:30 a.m.
James 3.13-4.3, 7-10
“How to Be Wise and Strong”
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching
September 30
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Installation of an Elder
James 5.7-12, 13-20
“How to Wait and Pray”
Morton Harris, preaching

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, September 13th by 9:00 a.m.
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981

