
 

 

The First Presbyterian Church October 2018 
of Howard County Issue 9 

is now available online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

www.facebook.com/firstpreshc 

2018 Annual Response Program (ARP) 

begins Sunday, October 14 

The Offering Plate… and Beyond 
The Bible calls us to be stewards of all the gifts that God has given us. This of 

course includes money, which is necessary for the day-to-day functions of the 

church, but it also includes much more than that. There are many other gifts we 

don’t often think about – time, work, community, and even our mind, body, and 

spirit. For this year’s Annual Response Program we will be looking at  

“The Offering Plate… and Beyond” to explore the many facets of stewardship. 

After receiving your ARP packet on Sunday, October 14, please complete and 

return your Estimate of Giving Card when you return to church by placing it in 

the Joash box in the sanctuary on or before Sunday, November 4. You can also 

take it to the church office or mail your response. 

As another option, you can send an Email with your Giving Estimate to the 

secure Email address pledges@firstpreshc.org This email should include your 

name, address, phone number, and pledge amount per week/month/quarter/

or year. You will receive an automated response once you send the email to 

provide instant assurance that it was received by the church. 

Remember that your church is essentially self-funded annually. Your generous 

sharing sustains all of the good works done in Jesus’ name. Your responses 

directly impact our church’s capacity to accomplish its mission. 

Like good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God,  

serve one another  

with whatever gifts  

each of you has received. 

1 Peter 4:10 

Important Dates to Remember 2018 

October 14: Kick-off Sunday 

November 4: Commitment Sunday 

November 11: Thank & Tell Sunday 

Dr. O. Morton Harris, Jr. 
Co-Pastor 

Dr. Sue Lowcock Harris 
Co-Pastor 

Virginia Callegary 
Director of Christian Education 

James Galdieri 
Director of Music Ministries 

Caroline Smith 
Church Administrator 

Woody Collins 
Church Sexton 

Patricia Travers 
Bookkeeper 

Kathy Moore 
Godly Play Coordinator 

Marla Youkers 
Nursery Coordinator 

Sarah Reinhardt 
Nursery Assistant 
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Worship, Arts and Music 

In our morning worship services we will celebrate all the people—saints—of God who 

walked the way of faith with courage, devotion and love. We will remember the 

members of our household of faith who entered the church triumphant since last  

All Saints Sunday.  

We would also like to remember other family members, friends, mentors and leaders who died in the past 

year (November 2017-October 2018). If you have a family member or friend whose name you would like to 

include in this great day of memory, hope and celebration, please contact Caroline Smith, Church 

Administrator in the church office, 410-730-3545 x10 or fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Monday, October 29. 

All Saints Sunday is November 4, 2018 

2018 Peace & Global Witness Offering—October 7, 2018 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be received on World Communion & Peacemaking Sunday, 

October 7. This Special Offering enables our church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of 

injustice across the world. Individual congregations can utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the 

global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and 

reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and 

justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian 

witness. 

Please give generously on Sunday, October 7, 2018 

JAZZING IT UP at First Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, November 3, 2018 

Christ Memorial Presbyterian and First Presbyterian Church have joined to 

present an Evening of Music with the Columbia Jazz Band on Saturday, 

November 3, 2018, 7:00-9:00 p.m. No tickets required. Free will offering will be 

accepted. Reception to follow. Nursery care provided. 

For more information visit:  www.ColumbiaJazzBand.org 

Come and have a jazzing evening! 

Sunday Evening Quiet Time 
First Sunday of the Month, Woodlands Chapel  

Sunday, October 7, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  
We will Bless the Animals this month! 
Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 
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Discipleship & Caring Ministries 

Discipleship Hour is every Sunday  

at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 
Here are some upcoming highlights in October: 

 Sunday, October 7—Heritage Festival 

Celebrate who we are! Visit displays and sample foods from fellow pew mates as you travel from one 

table to the other. Jump from Germany to Ghana in mere steps. Passports will be available for children 

to stamp as they travel to each table. Celebration includes hot dogs with regional 

toppings. Surprise us by sharing your own favorite topping! The festival launches  

at 11:30 a.m. after the called congregational meeting following the service.   

If you want to set up a table, we will dance with joy! 
Contact Wilma or Joanna or Email  the church office 

 Sunday, October 14—Fall Festival 

Leaves are changing and pumpkins will be here. Linger after the last service ends. 

Exit from the sanctuary straight over to Branch Hall and outward to the pumpkin 

patch. We’ll have indoor and outdoor games. All ages can compete with a donut 

challenge, paint a mini pumpkin, jump in the sack races, and giggle thru badminton. 

Come play with us.  

 Sunday, October 21—Coffee Fellowship 

 Sunday, October 28—Mingle with Zentangle & Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle 

Each week, there is an original Zentangle on First Day. It’s always created by one of our own FPC 

members. Want to know more? During Discipleship Hour on October 28, Ginny will share a 15 minute 

slide presentation describing the origin and basis of Zentangle. The work of fellow FPC members will 

be on display. Wow! See one or more people demonstrating how they “tangle” then mingle and ask 

questions. If you are inspired from all you see, leave your contact information for a future Beginning 

Zentangle class.  Grab snacks first. We’ll start at 11:45 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall.   

Everyone is invited every week! Gather for fellowship in Lyle Buck Hall after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

2018 Holland Awards Dinner Honors Millie Bailey 
sponsored by Community Action Council 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Turf Valley 

The Holland Awards Dinner, named in recognition of Reverend John W. Holland, annually recognizes an 

individual or organization that demonstrates extraordinary commitment and dedication to serving the most 

vulnerable in Howard County. 

2018 Honoree:  Vivian “Millie” Bailey will receive the Humanitarian Award for her lifelong contribution to 

Howard County. 

2018 Keynote Speaker:  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, award-winning author 

For more information or to purchase tickets—https://www.cac-hc.org/news-events/holland-awards-dinner/ 
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Student Ministry Calendar 
Wednesday, October 3 

 Senior High Supper 

 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 4 

 Confirmation Class Kickoff with Parents 

 6:45-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 11 

 Confirmation Class 

 6:45-8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, October 13 

 Pumpkin Delivery, 10:00 a.m. 

 Mid & Senior Highs, Parents, All Invited 

Sunday, October 14 

 Mid-High Fellowship 

 5:00—7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 17 

 Senior High Supper 

 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 18 & 25 

 Confirmation Class 

 6:45-8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 28 

 Corn Maze Trip 

 Mid-Highs & Senior Highs 

 12:30-4:30 p.m. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Friday-Sunday, November 9—11 

 Fall Retreat—Mid & Senior Highs 

 at Camp Hanover, Richmond, VA 

 Registration materials  

 will be available in Branch Hall 

Supporting Our Children and Parents 
in Their Spiritual Lives 
Christian Education would like to thank those of you who 

signed up at the Ministry Fair to help out with our 

youngest children on Sunday mornings.  Each year we face 

the challenge of finding enough people to assist teachers 

and help out in Ark, Godly Play, and the Nursery. When 

that happens, we sometimes have to ask one of the 

parents to leave a class or the worship service to help out, 

even though they already volunteer on a regular basis. 

If each adult in the congregation volunteered one hour to 

assist on one Sunday morning this year, we could 

overcome that challenge and allow our parents of young 

children to get the spiritual sustenance they need so 

much in facing their responsibilities as parents. 

For those of you who did not have your calendars or who 

missed worship on Akwaaba, we hope you’ll consider 

giving an hour or more this year.  To sign up, go to the 

church homepage at firstpreshc.org, click on the photo in 

the slideshow for Ark, Godly Play, or the Nursery, and 

enter your information on a date that works for you. 

The future of any church is in its children. If young families 

attend church, and their children have a positive 

experience in our children’s programs, we will continue to 

thrive and grow as a congregation. As you think of how to 

fulfill the promise we make when children are baptized, 

we hope you’ll consider volunteering an hour on a Sunday 

morning. 

Christian Education News 

Confirmation Class Kickoff with Parents  

Thursday, October 4, 2018  

6:45-8:30 p.m. in Branch Hall 

Sizzling Saturday S’mores  
Saturday, October 13, 2018 

6:00 p.m. in the Woodlands Chapel 

Rain plans:  Lyle Buck Hall 
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Student Ministries News 

We are looking for volunteers to help unload 

pumpkins and set up the patch. Wheelbarrows and/

or wagons requested for borrowing for the delivery 

and duration of the patch. Bring gloves to protect 

your hands. 

We are also looking for volunteers to watch the 

patch from 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. on weekends and 

12:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. on weekdays. All helpers are 

welcome! 

Visit http://firstpreshc.org/pumpkin-patch/ to sign 

up online.  

If you have any questions, please contact  

Aja or the church office. 

The Pumpkin Patch will be open for business for you 

to purchase your pumpkins and have some fun.  

Come support the Student Ministry program at First 

Presbyterian. Bring your neighbors and friends. 

The Pumpkins are Coming  

Saturday, October 13  

at 10:00 a.m.! 

Pumpkin Patch Hours 
October 13-31, 2018 

Saturday/Sunday:  10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday, 12:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

Corn Maze! 

On Sunday afternoon, October 28, let’s all go to the 

Corn Maze at Summer’s Farm for an aMAZEing 

time! Look for your postcard with the times and 

costs. Adult drivers are needed to go along and 

share the fun. This is for Senior Highs and  

Mid-Highs together. 

Fall Retreat at Camp Hanover 

November 9-11 is the weekend for our joint  

Mid-High and Senior High Fall Retreat. This year 

we’re going to Camp Hanover outside of 

Richmond, Virginia. We’re looking forward to a 

weekend of talking and being together in the 

beautiful outdoors! We’ll 

go hiking, hang out at the 

lake, sit by the fire, and 

get to know each other in 

the beauty of God’s 

creation. Check your 

email and First Day! for 

more information. 

Text Reminders & Social Networks 

Don’t forget to check the various ways to get 

reminders and news from the church! Join the 

groups, sign up for, or follow on Facebook, 

GroupMe and Remind text reminders. 

Text “@fpchcsm” (no quotes) to 81010 to receive 

occasional texts about youth ministry at First 

Presbyterian Church. Contact Ms. Virginia Callegary 

to be added to the Facebook or GroupMe groups, 

and to sign up to receive emails. 
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October Adult Church School Options 

Every Sunday Morning during the Education Hour—9:30—10:25 a.m. 

October is a great month for adults to explore Christian faith and life 

together! Everyone is invited to participate – young adults, middle adults, 

seasoned adults.  

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 

The Bible in Depth:  Isaiah—facilitated by Doyle  
Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time—Clark Parlor 

This lively conversational study is reading through the literature of the  

Old Testament. All are invited to jump right in! 

Histories and Mysteries of Jesus and His Times—led by Bill  

Through November 18—Room 252 

A delving into depths of the past to examine the historical time of Jesus and how a Messiah might have 

fit in. A review of the history, geography, archaeology and yes, even the geology of the 1st century  

Holy Land. 

Sessions: 

1. More Geography of Jesus:  Go left at the Mount Zion. You can’t miss it.  

Or maybe you can? 

2. Fighting for a Jewish Homeland and Identity: 

Has anything really changed since the 1st century? 

3. Sects and Scribes and Saccarai:  Exactly who were those Pharisee guys? 

4. Terrorism in Jerusalem:  Again we ask:  Has anything really changed since the 1st century? 

5. Herod’s Keynesian economics:  Where did these Rebels come from? 

6. Jesus and the old ways:  I want Moses to be my lawyer. 

7. Jesus is the word!  Who is this and why is he writing the Gospels? 

Games and Conversations—facilitated by Brian and Ann  

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.—Room 205 

Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?  

Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship, 

conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!  

“Everything You Know About Indians Is Wrong” by Paul Chaat Smith 

with Genevieve and Sequoyah  

Through October 14—Room 258 

This class will continue to focus on the book Everything You Know About Indians Is Wrong. It will 

consider the book’s commentary on perceptions about identity and American Indian culture today. 

Through facilitated group discussions, this class will build on the book’s insights in order to prompt a 

 

 

 

 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE 
is available for adults 

attending Church School. The 

Wake-Up Station is on the 

second floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and 

head to class! Please return the 

cups to the drop off bins. Enjoy! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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discussion on how the Christian values of faith, hope, and love might influence the status quo in our 

society today.  

Everyone is invited to read the book as a way to gain an awareness of contemporary issues and insight 

into the basis for commonplace misconceptions about Native people. Consider joining the discussion 

to reflect on the book, and on how Christian beliefs can positively influence views about Native people 

and create opportunities to better understand one another. 

NEW IN OCTOBER: 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion—facilitated by Paula and Erin  
Sundays, October 21 through November 18 —Room 258 

We Were Eight Years in Power, by Ta-Nahesi Coates 

From Goodreads:  “We were eight years in power” was the lament of Reconstruction-era black 

politicians as the American experiment in multiracial democracy ended with the return of white 

supremacist rule in the South. Now Ta-Nehisi Coates explores the tragic echoes of that history in our 

own time: the unprecedented election of a black president followed by a vicious backlash that fueled 

the election of the man Coates argues is America’s “first white president.” 

But the story of these present-day eight years is not just about presidential politics. This book also 

examines the new voices, ideas, and movements for justice that emerged over this period--and the 

effects of the persistent, haunting shadow of our nation’s old and unreconciled history. Coates 

powerfully examines the events of the Obama era from his intimate and revealing perspective—the 

point of view of a young writer who begins the journey in an unemployment office in Harlem and ends 

it in the Oval Office, interviewing a president. 

Conversations on Race will meet the second Sunday of each month from 11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in 

the Parlor. First meeting will be Sunday, October 14. 

Conversations on Race Book Study (continued from page 4) 

New Children’s Story Bibles Hit the Pews! 
They’re blue! They’re right in front of you! 

Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible is a beautifully illustrated book of 150 bible stories that invite children 

to read, pause, and reflect on biblical themes that are important to children. Most Sundays you can find a 

reference to a suggested story tucked into the bulletin right after the First Lesson. Grown-ups who are 

sitting with children can help by making sure they have access to a Story Bible, and help them find the 

story. Thanks for everything you do to welcome children! 

Something you might not know about Children’s Worship…. 
Did you know that the topic of the Children’s Prayer is coordinated with what happens in Worship Bridge? 

Sometimes the prayer is drawn from the First Lesson, which children hear the liturgist read, and 

sometimes it’s from the Second Lesson, which they will read during Worship Bridge. Once in a while it’s 

from one of the lectionary texts we don't read in worship – but the Worship Bridge kids will have read it 

for all of us! Ask the Worship Bridge kids about their worship! 
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Mission Ministry News 

Guatemala Stove Project Trip—January 2019 

A delegation will be traveling to Guatemala from Thursday, January 17—Tuesday, January 22, 2019 to 

strengthen our partnership, provide mission experience, and install 36 Onil Stoves in homes of our 

partner presbytery’s members. These vented stoves replace open fires in each recipient’s home 

providing improved eye and respiratory health benefits, a safer environment, and a 65% reduction in the 

amount of firewood required.  

The trip is limited to 8 people and the cost will be approximately $1,200 per person, depending on 

airfare. An application and $300 deposit check are required to be received no later than 12:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, October 7. 

This is a work trip involving physical labor and walking on unpaved 

surfaces with elevation changes. Applicants must be at least 18 

years of age. Applications are available at the Welcome Desk, 

church office or by emailing Brett Sivo. Applications may be turned 

into the church office or placed in mail box 40. Financial assistance 

is available beyond the initial deposit. 

Contact Brett or the church office for additional information. 

Brett  

German Ajqui, a member of Sinai Presbyterian Church in Santo Tomás La Unión, Guatemala, applied for a 

scholarship in 2016 so he could enter a two-year program at a culinary school. His goal was to work as a 

chef. Visitors from First Presbyterian met German when he prepared lunch for us after the student gathering 

in 2017. He was in the middle of his second year of study. By the time we travelled to Guatemala this 

summer, German had graduated and could tell us in person what he had achieved, “With great pride I want 

you to know that I received certification as a chef specializing in baking and pastry. It is an honor for me to 

be here to thank you for the great opportunity you gave me.” For the past year German has been working as 

an executive chef at a restaurant in Santo Tomás. He presented us with an illustrated cookbook of his 

recipes, which you’re welcome to look at, but if you want to prepare any of the recipes, you’d better brush 

up on your Spanish! 

Please pick up a yellow donor card at the Welcome Center and empower more students to fulfill their goals, 

develop their God-given abilities, and improve the lives of their families and their communities. The cost of a 

full scholarship is $460, but a contribution of any size is welcome.  

For more information, please contact Judy or the church office. 

The scholarship fund drive ends on October 22. 

His Goal: Full-Time Job as Executive Chef. Did He Achieve It? 
One Guatemala Scholarship Student’s Story 

Guatemalan Family with a new Onil Stove! 



 

 

Save these Dates for the Alternative Gift Fair 
Saturday, December 1, 2018—10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 2, 2018—9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Watch for more details in future Tidings! 
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Scouts, Scouts and More Scouts 
DID YOU KNOW…First Presbyterian Church of Howard County is the Chartered Organization for Boy Scouts of 

America (BSA) Troop 361 (grades 6-12) and Cub Scout Pack 361 (grades K-5) You can visit Troop 361’s 

website at https://www.troopwebhost.org/Troop361Columbia/Index.htm, and Pack 361’s website is at 

http://www2.pack361.org. 

These organizations serve over 150 Howard County youth by providing opportunities to explore the 

outdoors, serve others, build self-confidence, reinforce ethical standards, and prepare them for life as 

citizens and leaders. In addition, our BSA units have performed more than 750 hours of service to our 

community by cleaning up the church grounds, collecting food, and contributing to conservation projects. 

BSA’s values align well with those of our ministry:  lifelong learning, service to others, respect for the 

environment, and reverence for God. Our partnership with Troop 361 and Pack 361 has lasted many years, 

and we continue to reap mutual benefits in achieving our shared goals. 

Pack 361 is now Family Pack 361, which means both boys and girls can join. The dens are separated by grade 

and gender. All dens come together once a month at the church for a Pack meeting, where they recognize 

achievements, have a brief educational activity, and just have fun! By welcoming both girls and boys into the 

program this year, even more youth will have access to the character development and values-based 

leadership that Scouting promises. For more information, visit https://www.scouting.org/familyscouting/ 

If your family is interested in learning more about BSA, Troop 361, or Pack 361, please contact our Sexton, 

Woody Collins. Woody is an Eagle Scout himself, having earned the highest rank one can achieve as a youth 

in the BSA. Woody also serves as our Chartered Organization Representative. 

Upcoming Mission Trips Dates & Deadlines 
PDA Trip to Puerto Rico 
Monday, December 31, 2018 through Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Deadline to sign up:  Sunday, September 30.  

For more information go to:  https://ncpdrn.carrd.co/ 

Guatemala Stove Project Trip 
Friday, January 17, 2019 through Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

Deadline to sign up:  Sunday, October 7.  

For more information contact:  Brett or the church office 

Encuentro in Cuba 
Friday, February 18, 2019 through Friday, February 22, 2019 

Deadline to sign up:  Thursday, November 1.  

For more information contact: Deb Milcarek, 410-433-2012 ext. 105 or dmilcarek@baltimorepresbytery.org 
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Deacons Projects 

Just One Can 
October—ITEMS NEEDED AT FOOD BANK 

As part of the Deacon's continuing campaign against 

hunger in Howard County, we are asking for specific items 

for our on-going initiative called Just One Can. 

Recommended items:  Canned & Dried Fruit, Tuna , Hot & 

Cold Cereal, 100% Fruit Juice Boxes, Soup, Baby Food, 

Pasta, Canned Beans (pinto, kidney, black), Pasta Sauce, 

Coffee & Tea, Canned Vegetables (low sodium), Peanut 

Butter. Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” 

wooden cart across from the Welcome Center in the 

Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons. 

The Deacons are asking for your help to provide  

20 Thanksgiving food baskets to client families of Bridges to 

Housing Stability and 5 baskets to church community 

families. Our church will also provide Giant food cards for 25 

families from the Foreign-born Information and Referral 

Network (FIRN). The food cards are purchased with 

contributions from the quilters’ organizations that use the 

church facilities. The Deacons are asking the congregation 

for non-perishable food items such as:  canned vegetables, 

pie fillings, cranberry sauce, coffee, sugar, flour, boxes of 

stuffing, rice, boxes of instant mashed potatoes, pasta, 

gravy packets, pie crusts, cans of fruit juice and cooking oil. 

A complete list of suggested foods will be distributed on 

Sunday, October 14th. The collection points for food will be 

the “Just One Can” bin located in the Welcome Center. Food 

collection will begin on Sunday, October 21 and end on 

Sunday, November11. The food baskets and food cards will 

be distributed on Friday, November 16. Your support of this 

annual project is greatly appreciated.  

Thanksgiving 
Food Drive 
Sunday, October 21 - 
Sunday, November 11 

Faithful Circle Quilters’ 

Silent Auction 
Every year Faithful Circle Quilters holds a 

Silent Auction and all proceeds are donated 

to the First Presbyterian Church of Howard 

County for their Thanksgiving basket 

project. This year, the event will be held on 

Monday evening, October 8, in Lyle Buck 

Hall, and we would like to invite the 

congregation to join us. 

Items donated by our members are 

delivered between 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Bidding occurs between 7:30 p.m. and 8:00 

p.m. Additionally, raffle tickets are for sale 

for a $75 gift certificate to Spring Water 

Designs and for a variety of baskets 

provided by the members. Winning tickets 

will be drawn at 8:00 p.m., at the close of 

the bidding. Be assured, not all items are 

related to quilting, including one or two 

baskets containing ‘chocolate goodies’. We 

will have a variety of items spread out on 

the tables, including wrapped baked goods, 

books, jigsaw puzzles, yarn, pottery, 

placemats, and, of course, fabrics, 

unfinished quilting projects, and maybe 

something that will intrigue you or a special 

friend. Each year the items change and 

there always is something new and 

interesting. 

As you look around the room, be sure to 

find the refreshment table near the door to 

the kitchen for inexpensive cookies to 

enjoy. If you choose to purchase an item, 

be aware we can only handle cash and 

checks. Bidding is in whole dollar amounts. 

Several members of FPC also belong to the 

quilting group. We would be very pleased 

to have you come by and say hello to us.   

Elaine, chairman 
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Fall Gathering of the Presbyterian Women 
in the Presbytery of Baltimore 
Saturday, October 20, 2018 
9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

“Global Exchange in Indonesia” with Barbara Allen 
Mission Offering:  to benefit the Howard County Cold Weather Shelter 

Please bring:  Flat or Fitted Twin Sheets, Pillow Cases, Wash Cloths, Bath Towels 

(gently used ok), Deodorant, Tampons or Sanitary Napkins, Shaving Cream, Razors,  

Hand Cream, Lip Balm, Pocket Packs of Tissues, Foot Powder  

(Hotel toiletries or Clothing are not needed) 

Fellowship of the Least Coin Offering will be dedicated 

Registration & Lunch is $12 per person. Registration Deadline is October 12, 2018 

Pick up a registration form in the Lower Commons. 

New Member Class 
Sunday, October 14 – 11:30 a.m. 
Meet with the pastors for a time together to 

talk about membership in the church. We’ll 

talk about the meaning of membership with its 

opportunities and expectations for Christian 

growth and service; we’ll review the story and 

“personality” of First Presbyterian; spend time 

getting to know others who are new to 

congregation as well; and, lunch! At the latter 

part of the class, members of the Church 

Session will join us for a meeting to receive 

new members. Child care is offered for those 

who need it. The class begins after worship on 

Sunday, October 14, and will end by 1:00 p.m. 

Please speak to Pastor Morton or Pastor Sue, 

or contact the Church Office if you plan to 

attend! We look forward to seeing you!  

Christmas Stockings 
Sunday, November 25 -  

Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Share the spirit and joy of Christmas with families in 

need in our community through FIRN, The Salvation 

Army and Head Start. The Deacons will provide 

Christmas Stockings or Christmas Tote Bags for 

children. Stockings and Tote Bags will be distributed in 

the Lower Commons starting Sunday, November 25 

and continue through Sunday, December 9. 

If you would like further information, please contact 

Brenda or the church office. 

Thank you in advance for your participation! 
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Adaption To Long Term Sea Level Rise 
Sea level rise is a major effect of climate change.  The rising water level is mostly due to a combination of 

meltwater from glaciers and thermal expansion of seawater as it warms.  Coasts are sensitive to sea level 

rise, and higher sea levels also mean that as storm surges push farther inland, they increase erosion, and 

damage homes, businesses and the transportation infrastructure.   

Responses to climate change include two broad measures, mitigation and adaptation. Mitigation is action to 

stabilize the climate system through the reduction of greenhouse gases. Given the uncertainty surrounding 

international agreements for mitigation, planning for adaptation is increasing. The objective of adaptation is 

to reduce the adverse impacts of climate change using a number of strategies. Wetlands are the natural form 

of protection for the shoreline, absorbing floods and slowing erosion, but they have been largely reduced due 

to filling and reclamation activities. Restoration of wetlands will require time and management to be re-

established. Coastal Armoring, such as levees and seawalls, is a more familiar way to protect against sea 

level rise. However, it is a short-term solution. It can only be built to accommodate a certain storm size or 

rise in sea level. It also requires maintenance to ensure it remains effective, and a large storm event can 

destroy or breach it. Barriers are large dams, gates, or locks that manage water flow to protect the sea-side, 

land, and cities. However, they are expensive to construct, and are ecologically damaging, affecting 

sedimentation, wetlands, and wildlife. Elevating Land uses land-fill to raise and protect land and 

infrastructure, and Elevating Structures uses pilings or other understructures to raise houses and larger 

buildings. While these strategies allow structures to be built on an encroached shoreline, they can only be 

temporarily effective. Their advantage is merely that they put off the threat of sea level rise for a while.  

Managed retreat is the planned abandonment of threatened areas near the shoreline, involving 

abandoning, demolishing or moving existing buildings and infrastructure to higher ground, and including buy-

back programs to compensate property owners for their losses. However, it does not preclude further retreat 

as sea levels continue to rise, and is very controversial, involving tremendous legal and equity issues, because 

not all property owners are willing sellers. 

In the long run, however, each of these adaptive actions will only stave off disaster until the rising sea-level 

overtakes them, leaving amelioration as the only effective long-term remedy. Jeff 

The Green Page 
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive 

and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider 

and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God’s amazing creation. 

Earth Forum Returns this Fall for its 10th Season 
The Earth Forum and its engaging speakers and civil discussions on sustainable living and climate change, 

returns in October for its tenth season. All Forums will be held the third Sunday of the 

month, at 2:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County (except in April). 

Mark your calendar for the following dates and join us: 

In 2018:  Sundays, October 21 & November 18 

In 2019:  Sundays, January 20, February 17, March 17 & April 28 (this is the 4th Sunday) 



 

 

Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. 

at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD 21045 

Talking Out Loud about the Earth 
Effective communication strategies with people who might not (really) be listening ... 

Come learn how to be a more effective environmental communicator. At this Earth Forum a panel of 

presenters will help us discover how success stories can help us educate decisions makers on key 

environmental issues.  

By focusing on water pollution solutions and water policy issues as examples, the panel and action groups 

will help you be more effective at identifying target audiences that you want to convince to change their 

behavior – elected officials, HOAs, other churches, or whoever you are trying to educate. We will help you 

find the right messengers and right messages to effectively educate others. 

Our distinguished panel of presenters includes: 
Kristin Reilly, Communications manager and amazing communications expert at  

Choose Clean Water Coalition.  

Emily Ranson, Maryland Program Coordinator of Clean Water Action.  

Ben Alexandro, Water Policy Advocate at League of Conservation Voters, 

Emphasis Action Groups will focus on stormwater stories. You will learn how to be effective educators 

and communicators, and roll-playing meetings with officials. You will walk away with the skills and tools 

you need to better communicate the importance of stormwater projects and how best to use our 

collection of stormwater success stories when meeting with decision makers. 

The Earth Forum of Howard County calls together Earth activists, faith communities, government 

agencies and interested individuals for civil and informed discussion of climate change, sustainable living 

and developing communities of cooperation through education ideas and actions to touch hearts for the 

majesty of creation.  

The Earth Forum is open to all interested persons, is free.  

Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers – call 410-730-3545 for more information. 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 
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Daylight Saving Time Ends 

on Sunday morning,  

November 4, 2018! 

Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night 

or you’ll be attending a different worship service 

than you meant to attend! And if your smoke 

detectors use batteries, this is a good time to 

change them:  “Change your clocks, change your 

batteries.” See you at church! 
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Tidings November 2018 Issue 10  
is Thursday, October 11th 

To be mailed Wednesday, October 17th
 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home and email address  
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive your monthly 

issue of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have 

signed up already! 

Send your email address to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

An Elegant Evening  

for Ellicott City  
Saturday, November 17, 2018 
at the Kossiakoff Center JHU-APL, 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

Featuring Live Music by Ain’t Misbehavin’ Big Band 

Silent Auction | Buffet | Open Bar 

$100 per person | $180 per couple | Tables of 10 $850 

After October 30th | $120 person | $200 per couple 

Tickets can be purchased online at hchsmd.org/events 

or call 410-480-3250 

Sponsored jointly by the Howard County Historical 

Society, Winterset Ballroom Dance Club, and the  

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. 

Proceeds will benefit Howard County Historical Society 

Restoration Projects and Ellicott City Flood Relief.  

This event will help with the securing of the  

Rev. Branch historical cherub window from the  

old First Presbyterian Church in Ellicott City. 

Questions? Contact: 

Alex -OR – the church office —OR— 

Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org 

Session Meetings 2018-2019 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2018:  October 23, November 27 

2019: January 22, February 26,  

Thursday, March 21, April 23, May 28,  

Session Retreat—Saturday, June 22;  

August 27 



 

 

October 7 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion | Peacemaking Sunday 

Heritage Festival 
Ark and L.I.F.E. Children Sing 

Ephesians 6:10-17 & Matthew 5:9 
“Peace at All Times and in All Ways” 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

October 14 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Baptism 
Annual Response Program Kickoff 

Amos 5:10-15 & Mark 10:17-31 
“This is Too Hard!” 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

October 21 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 53:4-12 & Mark 10:35-45 
“What Do You Want Me to Do for You?” 

Morton Harris, preaching 

October 28 
Reformation Sunday 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 & Mark 10:46-52 
“My Teacher, Let Me See Again” 

Morton Harris, preaching 

November 4 
All Saints Sunday 

Isaiah 25:6-9 & Mark 12:28-34 
“The Greatest Commandments” 

Morton Harris, preaching 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

October 2018 
Issue 9 web 

 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, October 11th by 9:00 a.m. 
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

October 2018 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 


