
FIRST DAY ! 
Weekly News and Opportunities at 

The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 
June 23, 2019 

TODAY 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR  
TODAY:  Sunday, June 23 – Lemonade on the Lawn Returns 
Meet us under the tree on the front lawn for lemonade and fellowship. 
Next week:  Sunday, June 30 – Lemonade on the Lawn 
Meet us under the tree on the front lawn for lemonade and fellowship. 
Let’s LOL on LOL.   
Translation:  Let’s joke the summer away. Bring your joke/riddle to our joke jar to 
help us laugh out loud at Lemonade in the Lawn. We will feature them 
throughout the summer. 

Everyone is invited, every week, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service!  

LITURGIST:  Pat (10:00) 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AT FIRST WORSHIP:  Alexa, MacKenzie, AnnaBeth, Colin  

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:  Ushers & Greeters:  Debbie (9:00 & 10:00);  
Tech Crew:  Laura, Tracy, Jonathan  

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Sarah and Meredith in 
loving memory of Web; and by members of the congregation who have offered 
flowers from their gardens. If you brought flowers and would like to have a 
Deacon deliver them to a homebound member please leave them on the table in 
the Upper Commons. 

WE LIGHT THE REMEMBRANCE CANDLE this morning to remember  
Web, husband of Sarah and father of Meredith, who died on June 22, 2019. 

TODAY WE SEND OUT:  Guatemala Mission Team:  Church Members - Becky, 
Mandy Judy, Joanna, Kellianne and Rollins. Non-Members – Judy’s 
granddaughters, Ayva and Amelia. Monday, June 24 – Saturday, July 6. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP:  All worship begins in the Sanctuary.  
At 10:00 a.m.:  After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  Children ages 4-7 
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children 
following worship in rooms 110 & 113. 

WORSHIP BAGS:  Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience 
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the 
ushers at the end of the service. 

TINO’S FUNDRAISER  
TODAY Sunday, June 23, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Join your church family, invite friends and go to Brunch at  

Tino’s Italian Bistro & Wine Bar, 8775 Centre Park Dr, Columbia, MD.  

Proceeds will go to the rehabbing of the Woodland Chapel and Gardens.  



GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 23, 2019 
Please pray for:  Mispa, Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Paula, Reva, Mil, Blondelle, 
Robb, Ginny and Steve, Paul, Doris, Martin, Shirley, Shirley  
Non-Resident Members:  Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Vivian, Russ & Barb, Virginia  
Friends & Family:  Caroline & Martin’s friend, Connie; Lindee, Tim, Emily Staek, David  
Bereaved:  Judy, Sarah, Toran;  Scott & Kaye  
Care Center:  Marvin, Jim, Beth 
Recovering from Surgery:  Victoire, Saverio, Maggie, Jonathan  
PCUSA Mission Coworkers:  Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeff-and-
christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball 
Pride Month Prayer Request:  This week we pray for violence against LGBTQIA+ 
people in their communities and lack of protections for living daily life, especially for 
those in the trans community. 

Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:   
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305 

with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share. 



PEOPLE ON THE WAY 
On Pride Sunday, we give thanks for the work and witness of LGBTQ+ clergy who 
currently serve congregations in our presbytery: 

The Rev. Jennifer Barchi:  Pastor of Dickey Memorial Presbyterian Church since 
2013, which is the year she was ordained by Heartland Presbytery. 

The Rev. Rebecca Crate:  Pastor of Springfield Presbyterian Church since 2016, 
which is the year she was ordained by Monmouth Presbytery. 

The Rev. Amy Carlson:  Associate Pastor at Second Presbyterian Church since 2017, 
which is also the year she was ordained by National Capital Presbytery. 

The Rev. Ken Kovacs:  Pastor of Catonsville Presbyterian Church since 1999.  
Ken was ordained in 1990 by Newark Presbytery. 

The Rev. David Norse Thomas:  Pastor of Maryland Presbyterian Church since 2017. 
David was ordained by Philadelphia Presbytery in 2014. 

The Rev. Tim Hughes Williams:  Pastor of Light Street Presbyterian Church since 
2017. Tim was ordained by Baltimore Presbytery in 2013. 

We also remember that today, is PCUSA World AIDS Sunday. 

THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so 
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we pray 
for Kenya, Tanzania. Pray for: 

 Greater tolerance between Christians and Muslims as they work together to 
improve the lives of all people; 

 Youth , that they not succumb to radicalization but are prepared to sustain their 
lives and communities; 

 All victims of violence, especially sexual or gender-based violence, and all who are 
marginalized or excluded from communities. 

For more information about the Prayer Cycle,  
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org 

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2019 
We pray for the churches and pastors of Baltimore Presbytery. 

 Hagerstown Church 
 Hamilton Church in Baltimore City–Greg Seltzer, Commissioned Ruling Elder 
 Hancock Church–Terry Martin-Minnick, Pastor 

 

 



WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS 

JUNE IS LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH. Our congregation values inclusion and 
affirmation across faith experiences, racial identity, sexual orientation, gender 
expressions, and cultural backgrounds. To that end, we will be observing Pride 
Month during the month of June, culminating in Pride Sunday on June 23. Watch 
Tidings and First Day for events offered both by First Presbyterian Church and the 
community. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York City, the 
beginning of a movement seeking full equality and protection under the law for 
all LGBTQIA+ people. The PC(USA) is openly committed to fully including and 
involving LGBTQIA+ congregants in the life of the church including sharing in 
church leadership, baptism and communion, and the right to marry. 

TODAY:  In connection with pronoun Sunday today please consider furthering 
your experience by visiting the Upper Commons and participating in an 
exploration of names and pronouns for God. 

THE PENTECOST BANNERS in the sanctuary depict the “tongues of fire,” God’s 
original Pentecost symbol, giving visual weight to this significant event in the 
church year. The scripture is from Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:17-21. It appears on 
the banners as broken words symbolizing the speaking in tongues. The banners 
are after the design inspired by Dean Heetderks, the art director of Reformed 
Worship, March 2008. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR FIRST WORSHIP 
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during First 
Worship. Here are some ways you can assist them:  

 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship 

 Read the Scripture Lesson 

 Pour the water 

 Help the ushers greet and take the offering 
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant. 
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign 
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship 
Assistant this summer. 

SUNDAY EVENING QUIET TIME, First Sunday of the Month, Sanctuary  
Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE - through September 1, 2019 
9:00 a.m.—First Worship 
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson—especially friendly for 
families with young children. Everyone is welcome! 
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship 
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The 
whole church gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers 
and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon. 
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience! 

CAMPAIGN FOR LOL! 
LEMONADE ON THE LAWN RETURNS starting NEXT Sunday, June 23. 
We need extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.  
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org. 

 



ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

SUMMER BIG READ with Pastor Sue 
Sunday, June 30, July 14 & 28 at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor 
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
By Walter Brueggmann. (2015:  Westminster John Knox.) 

In four brief chapters, Brueggmann, a renowned Biblical scholar, invites us into 
conversation about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism. 
Books are available from Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY 

 Youth Game Nights – Mid-Highs and Senior Highs 
  Wednesday, June 26, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 Summer Trips 
  Middle School Conference at Massanetta - Tuesday-Friday, July 16-19 
  Presbyterian Youth Triennium - Monday-Saturday, July 15-20 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
Who Is My Neighbor? – Learning to Love Like Jesus 
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon  
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders 
Registration open through July 7 — Cost:  $10 per child 
Register at firstpreshc.org/vbs 
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpreshc.org 
Interested in volunteering? Email vbs@firstpreshc.org 

VBS VOLUNTEER MEETING 
Sunday, July 7th at 11:00 a.m. 
All adult volunteers are encouraged to attend this VBS kick-off meeting. Receive 
class lists, lesson plans, see examples, learn about this year's mission and more. 
*Yummy lunch will be provided.* If you have any questions please contact  
vbs@firstpreshc.org 

ATTENTION FAMILIES - TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS! 
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever we go 
but sometimes that isn’t so easy. Pick up a “Take Out Church” 
box from the Welcome Center before your vacation to help 
you stay connected with God and your church while you are 
away.  

The take out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth and 
contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool family 
devotional. Pick one up and take First Presbyterian Church on vacation with you 
this summer! 

 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BIG TENT – Thursday-Saturday, August 1 – 3, 2019 
Join the movement of Presbyterians in Baltimore for a Big Tent like no other.  
Big Tent is PC(USA)’s energizing three-day conference which features Bible 
studies, learning opportunities, worship, workshops, and speakers from around 
the country. Pick up a flyer at the Welcome Center to see volunteer roles needed. 
Or contact Sonce Reese, sonce.reese@pcusa.org 

JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – June – “Restocking for the Summer” 
As part of the Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in our area, we ask 
that you help by “restocking” the Howard County Food Bank with some of their 
most requested items:  Beans - dried or canned, canned meat/tuna/chicken, 
canned Soups, cereal or oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter, rice, spaghetti sauce. 
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the 
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and 
the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

OFFERING OF FLOWERS RETURNS:  You are invited to bring flowers cut from 
your own garden to worship on Sundays, July 14 and August 11. See Tidings June 
2019 Issue 6 for more details. 

THE LUNCH BUNCH is having its next gathering at Maggiano’s Little Italy, in the 
back of Columbia Mall on Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. Retirees and 
empty nesters are invited to enjoy some time out with friends and help pick the 
next time and location! Sign up in the Lower Commons or email 
discipleship@firstpreshc.org. Want to carpool? Contact Andi Packard to let her 
know you need a ride. 

CALENDAR DAY is Wednesday, June 26 at 7:00 p.m. in room 258. All Ministry 
Areas and Committees are advised to attend to plan the church’s program year 
for 2019-2020. Please send dates in advance to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

HOWARD COUNTY PRIDE FESTIVAL 
The first Howard County Pride Festival is on Saturday, June 29 from 11:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. in Centennial Park.  If you are interested in going as a group contact 
Angela Nichols at warnic6@gmail.com 

THE CHURCH OFFICE and BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED  
on Thursday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 

FEELING CHILLY DURING WORHSIP? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl 
handmade by ladies in our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the 
Upper Commons near the entrance to the sanctuary. Please remember to return 
it on your way out. 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Summer Worship Schedule 

Every Sunday 
Through September 1, 2019 

9:00 a.m. First Worship 
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning 

Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. service 
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 

Sunday, June 23rd 
LGBTQ+ PRIDE SUNDAY 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SENDING OUT – GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
PRIDE MONTH 

 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
  Tino’s Brunch Fundraiser, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Monday, June 24th 
GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 

Tuesday, June 25th 
GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, June 26th 
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE 

GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 
 1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship 
 7:00 p.m. Calendar Day Meeting 
  Youth Game Night – Mid-Highs & Senior Highs 

Thursday, June 27th 

GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 

Friday, June 28th 

GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 
 11:30 a.m. Bulletins Folded 
 4:00 p.m. Nichols/Seeman Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday, June 29th 

GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 
 4:00 p.m. Nichols/Seeman Wedding 

Sunday, June 23rd 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
PRIDE MONTH 

GUATEMALA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 
 9:00 a.m. First Worship 
 9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn 
 11:15 a.m. Summer Big Read 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at 
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545. 

A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office. 

To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email 

to:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday July 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2019 Issue #8. 



 

 

LGBTQIA+ Pride is the positive stance against discrimination and violence 
toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people. At First, we observe 
Pride as a means for us to expand our concepts of being a welcoming and inclusive 
congregation.  
 
 

R e f l e c t  
Mary Oliver (Sept 10, 1935-Jan 17, 2019) was an American, Pulitzer Prize winning poet.  
Mary Oliver was part of the LGBTQIA+ community. She and her partner Molly Malone 
Cook, a photographer, were together for forty-one years.  
 

This week’s poem for reflection can be interpreted on many 

different levels.  We present it to you as a glimpse into the inner 

struggle some people experience when trying to come out as 

gay, trans, etc. As you read it, consider what our church can do 

to become a space and a place that allows its members to 

explore and freely express the identity with which God created 

them. 
 
 
 

The Journey 
by Mary Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-binary/Genderqueer Pronouns 
 

A pronoun is a word that can take the place of a noun in a 

sentence. Gendered pronouns include he/him/his and she/her/hers.  

How can we refer to people who do not identify as male or female?  

 

 

One day you finally knew 

what you had to do, and 

began,  

though the voices around you 

kept shouting 

their bad advice -- 

though the whole house 

began to tremble  

and you felt the old tug 

at your ankles. 

"Mend my life!" 

each voice cried. 

But you didn't stop. 

You knew what you had to do, 

though the wind pried 

with its stiff fingers 

at the very foundations, 

though their melancholy 

was terrible. 

It was already late 

enough, and a wild night, 

and the road full of fallen 

branches and stones. 

But little by little, 

as you left their voice behind, 

the stars began to burn 

through the sheets of clouds, 

and there was a new voice 

which you slowly 

recognized as your own, 

that kept you company 

as you strode deeper and 

deeper 

into the world, 

determined to do 

the only thing you could do --

determined to save 

the only life that you could 

save. 

First ’s Guide to LGBTQIA+ 

Pride  



 

Non-binary/Genderqueer Pronouns (Cont.)  

The pronouns “they / them / their” are also considered to be gender 

neutral.  There are also some unfamiliar ones such as “Ze /  Zie, Xe / 

Xem” which are used in similar fashion to “he  / she”.  
 

Take a look at these examples: 
 

 She wore her mother’s brooch to church.  (Feminine subject) 

 They wore their mother’s brooch to church.  (Gender Neutral) 

 Zie wore hir mother’s brooch to church.   (Gender non-

binary/queer) 

 

FAQ’s You May Have 
Why is using the correct pronoun important? 

Using the correct pronoun shows that you respect and value the person’s identity and how they wish 
to be known.  It is one of the clearest ways to welcome new congregants who do not identify as male 
/ female. Lastly, you create a safe environment for the person to feel they can be themselves and to 
feel they are at home.  Don’t make it about you! 
 

How will I know a person’s preferred pronoun? 

You may not know, unless you ask, or they might introduce themselves with their preferred 
pronouns.  It is also ok to use a gender neuter form of the pronoun (they / them / theirs). 
 

I feel uncomfortable with “they” or “their” or the other new pronouns. 

It’s okay to make mistakes.  Correctness is not the goal! If you feel uncomfortable but do not want to 
offend the person, it is okay to use the person’s name as either subject, object, possessive, 
possessive pronoun, or reflexive.   

 

I don’t understand what “zie”, “hir”, “per” mean when I hear them. 

Think of these pronouns as a substitute for the pronouns you already know.  You may feel it is 
uncomfortable or unnecessary.  Remember, the goal is to show you value the person!  If our 
church is to be welcoming, this is what it will take to “welcome” those who are gender 
non-binary or gender queer.  We must value their identity and self-expression as we 
would anyone else’s identity and self-expression! 
 

Practice Using LGBTQIA+ Pronouns 
Using the appropriate pronoun from the chart below, try filling in 

the blanks. The numbers correspond to the column with the 

appropriate type of pronoun.  Start first with the pronouns you 

already know and then try the unfamiliar ones.  
 

SUBJECT: __(1)__  wants to hear a detailed sermon on Leviticus. 

OBJECT: The minister tried to convince __(2)__ to serve. 

POSSESSIVE: __(3)__ favorite hymn is “Holy, Holy, Holy”.  

POSSESSIVE PRONOUN: This pew is _____(4)_____. 

REFLEXIVE: __(1)__ walked  __(5)__ down the aisle. 

Subject 

(1) 

Object 

(2) 

Possessive 

(3) 

Possessive 

Pronoun 

(4) 

Reflexive 

(5) 

She Her Her Hers Herself 

He Him His His Himself 

They Them Their Theirs Themself 

Ve Ver Vis Vis Verself 

Ze/Zie Hir Hir Hirs Hirself 

Per Per Pers Pers Perself 

 


