FIRST DAY !
Weekly News and Opportunities at
The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County
July 7, 2019

TODAY
DISCIPLESHIP HOUR
Today: Sunday, July 7– Lemonade on the Lawn
Meet us under the tree on the front lawn for lemonade and fellowship.
Next week: Sunday, July 14 – Lemonade on the Lawn
Meet us under the tree on the front lawn for lemonade and fellowship.
Let’s LOL on LOL. Translation: Let’s joke the summer away. Bring your
joke/riddle to our joke jar to help us laugh out loud at Lemonade in the Lawn.
We will feature them throughout the summer.
Everyone is invited, every week, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service!
LITURGIST: Akua (10:00)
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS AT FIRST WORSHIP: Tyler, Kipton
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:
Tech Crew: Jonathan

Ushers

&

Greeters:

Chrissy

(10:00);

FLOWERS THIS WEEK are given to the Glory of God by Catherine in honor of Ed’s
birthday on July 8; and by Andy and Kristin in celebration of their 15th wedding
anniversary.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, also called Holy Communion, is
included this morning during worship. Everyone who puts faith and trust in Jesus
Christ is welcome to share communion. Gluten-free bread is available.
Communion Sundays are the first Sunday of every month.
BY CUSTOM, GIFTS ARE RECEIVED to the Deacons Compassion Fund on
Communion Sundays. This fund serves the needy of our community with
essential living expenses like rent, utility bills, groceries or prescriptions. Please
place your gift in the yellow envelope found in the pew.
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: All worship begins in the Sanctuary.
At 10:00 a.m.: After the Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: Children ages 4-7
may go with Ms. Kathy Moore to Godly Play. Parents can pick up their children
following worship in rooms 110 & 113.
WORSHIP BAGS: Worship bags are available to enhance the worship experience
for children. Please return everything to the bags and return the bags to the
ushers at the end of the service.
VBS VOLUNTEER MEETING
TODAY Sunday, July 7th at 11:00 a.m.
All adult volunteers are encouraged to attend this VBS kick-off meeting. Receive
class lists, lesson plans, see examples, learn about this year's mission and more.
*Yummy lunch will be provided.* If you have any questions please contact
vbs@firstpreshc.org
SUNDAY EVENING QUIET TIME, First Sunday of the Month, Sanctuary
TODAY Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Come for 30 minutes of Quiet Time.

GUIDE TO PRAYER FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 7, 2019
Please pray for: Mispa, Henrietta, Burta, Dave, Dylan, Paula, Reva, Mil,
Blondelle, Robb, Ginny and Steve, Paul, Doris, Martin, Shirley, Shirley
Non-Resident Members: Frank & Betty, Jeff, Marion, Vivian, Russ & Barb,
Virginia
Friends & Family: Lindee, Connie, Tim, Emily, David
Bereaved: Judy, Toran
Care Center: Marvin, Jim, Beth
Recovering from Surgery: Victoire, Ron, Saverio, Maggie, Jonathan
PCUSA Mission Coworkers: Jeff & Christi Boyd in Congo, www.PCUSA.org/jeffand-christi-boyd; Jed & Jenny Koball in Peru, www.PCUSA.org/jed-koball
Please contact the church office, 410-730-3545 or one of the Pastors:
Morton Harris, 443-824-3768 or Sue Lowcock Harris, 443-824-4305
with the prayers and concerns that you would like to share.



PEOPLE ON THE WAY
Benedict of Nursia (ca. 480 CE – ca. 540 CE) His saint day is celebrated on July 11th.
Benedict was born in Umbria. He was educated in Rome but was appalled by the
decline of life around him. He went to live as a hermit, and a community of monks
came to gather around him, and asked him to be their abbot. He agreed, and
founded twelve communities, including Monte Cassino. He wrote a rule for the
monks in these communities, which explains how the community is to be organized
and what the monks are supposed to do. He wrote that his intent in drawing up his
regulations was “to set down nothing harsh, nothing burdensome.” It is that
moderate spirit that characterizes his rule and the monastic communities that are
formed by it. Benedict encourages a generous spirit of hospitality, saying that
visitors to Benedictine communities are to be welcomed as Christ himself. The Rule
of Benedict became one of the most influential writings in Christianity, and remains
today the primary resource for all Christian communities to define their purpose,
intentions and practices that bind them together.
THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE focuses the prayers of Christians week by week, so
that over the year all the countries of the world are prayed for. This week we pray
for Eritrea, Ethiopia. Pray for:
 The current witness and work of Orthodox, Catholic and Evangelical churches
amid difficult circumstances;
 Those who work for peaceful relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia;
 Victims of human rights abuses.
For more information about the Prayer Cycle,
visit the website of the World Council of Churches: www.oikoumene.org

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP PRAYER CYCLE FOR 2019
We pray for the mission we share as part of the PCUSA.
The Presbytery of Baltimore is the regional expression of our church, the
Presbyterian Church USA. Our roots go back to 1638 when Francis Makemie, a
Scottish Presbyterian missionary, arrived in colonial America and quickly established
several churches on Maryland’s eastern shore. Other Presbyterian congregations
soon formed in the Mid-Atlantic region, and by 1704 the new American
Presbyterian Church, an association of ministers and elders from about 12 churches,
held its first annual assembly in Philadelphia. Baltimore Presbytery was created in
1786 with the Rev. Patrick Allison, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Baltimore, presiding. The first 10 churches of the Presbytery of Baltimore were Mt.
Paran (1715); Churchville (1738); Emmitsburg (1760); First of Baltimore (1761);
Piney Creek (1763); Bethel (1769); Frederick (1780); Second of Baltimore (1802);
Cumberland (1807); and, Hagerstown (1817). Taneytown, New Windsor,
Franklinville, and First of Howard County were founded during the 1820s and 1830s.
Today, our Presbytery seeks to encourage, challenge and equip nearly 16,000
members in 65 congregations to thrive spiritually and be apostles of reconciliation.

WORSHIP, ART AND MUSIC NEWS
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR FIRST WORSHIP
Pastor Sue and Pastor Morton invite you to assist them this summer during First
Worship. Here are some ways you can assist them:
 Light the Christ Candle during the Call to Worship
 Read the Scripture Lesson
 Pour the water
 Help the ushers greet and take the offering
Please speak with Virginia Callegary if you would like to be a Worship Assistant.
Also, there is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center for First Worship. If you sign
up, Ms. Virginia will be in touch with you and help you prepare to be a Worship
Assistant this summer.
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE - through September 1, 2019
9:00 a.m.—First Worship
Thirty good minutes of hymns, prayer, & a Bible lesson—especially friendly for
families with young children. Everyone is welcome!
10:00 a.m.—Summer Worship
All summer we explore the best of First Presbyterian’s worshipping tradition! The
whole church gathers to enjoy God together through hymns and songs, prayers
and praise, scripture lessons and a sermon.
Mark your calendars and plan to be part of a wonderful summer experience!
CAMPAIGN FOR LOL! LEMONADE ON THE LAWN IS BACK!
We can use extra hands! Share in this ministry by signing up to host.
Sign up in the Lower Commons or email discipleship@firstpreshc.org.
OFFERING OF FLOWERS
You are invited to bring flowers cut from your own garden to
worship on the following Sundays: NEXT WEEK July 14 and
August 11. Bring your flowers, in a vase of your own choice, to the
sanctuary 15 minutes before the service you plan to attend
(either 9:00 or 10:00 a.m.).
FEELING CHILLY DURING WORSHIP? Wrap yourself in a beautiful shawl
handmade by those in our Knitting Ministry. The shawls are in a basket in the
Upper Commons near the entrance to the sanctuary. Please remember to return
it on your way out.

ADULT EDUCATION & SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUMMER BIG READ with Pastor Sue
Join in NEXT Sunday, July 14 & July 28 at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor
Chosen? Reading the Bible amid the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
By Walter Brueggmann. (2015: Westminster John Knox.)
In four brief chapters, Brueggmann, a renowned Biblical scholar, invites us into
conversation about the Bible, chosenness, the land itself and Zionism.
Books are available from Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

ADULT SUMMER DEVOTIONAL
This year we are offering an adult study journal
devotional for the summer called Unraveled:
Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart.
Pick up a copy from the Welcome Center or contact Virginia Callegary and she
will mail you a copy. You’re also invited to join the church’s Facebook devotional
discussion group. Starting in July the group will be working its way through one
story per week. Visit http://firstpreshc.org/unraveled/ for more information and
a link to the Facebook group.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
ALL TRIENNIUM ATTENDEES
Triennium Check-In -- We will have a quick check-in at 9:30 a.m. in Branch Hall
NEXT Sunday, July 14. The purpose is to ensure we are all set for this trip and
answer in last minute questions.
Meet at church on Monday, July 15 at 6:45 a.m. to get on the bus.
This is a Presbytery Bus Stop for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.
It will leave without you, so BE ON TIME!!!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR STUDENT MINISTRY
Summer Trips
Middle School Conference at Massanetta - Tuesday-Friday, July 16-19
Presbyterian Youth Triennium - Monday-Saturday, July 15-20

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Who Is My Neighbor? – Learning to Love Like Jesus
Monday-Friday, July 22-26, 2019 | 9:00 a.m. - Noon
3 years (potty trained) through rising 5th graders
Registration has been closed early
because we do not have enough volunteer leaders.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Email vbs@firstpreshc.org
Please direct questions to VBS Director at vbs@firstpreshc.org
ATTENTION FAMILIES - TAKE OUT CHURCH RETURNS!
We try to remember that God goes with us wherever we go but sometimes that
isn’t so easy. Pick up a “Take Out Church” box from the Welcome Center before
your vacation to help you stay connected with God and your church while you
are away.
The take-out church pizza boxes are for families with children or youth and
contain individual and family activities, prayers, games, and a cool family
devotional. Pick one up and take First Presbyterian Church on vacation with you
this summer!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BIG TENT – Thursday-Saturday, August 1 – 3, 2019
Join the movement of Presbyterians in Baltimore for a Big Tent like no other.
Big Tent is PC(USA)’s energizing three-day conference which features Bible
studies, learning opportunities, worship, workshops, and speakers from around
the country. Pick up a flyer at the Welcome Center to see volunteer roles needed.
Or contact Sonce Reese, sonce.reese@pcusa.org
TELLERS NEEDED!
Do you enjoy counting money or keeping records? We need people to count and
record the Sunday offering right after the last worship service on Sunday
morning. The task takes about an hour and we hope to have enough volunteers
so that no one needs to be there more than once a month. The group is led by
one of the financial secretaries, with two volunteers dealing with offering
envelopes and one counting and recording cash. Training is available. If you are
interested, please call the church office.
JUST ONE CAN…PLUS! – July – “Personal Dignity Products”
As part of the Board of Deacons’ continuing campaign against hunger in Howard
County, our featured donation for July is Personal Hygiene Products. Food
Stamps do not cover cleaning and hygiene products so your donations will free
up cash that people can use for food and other necessities. Recommended
items: shampoo, deodorant, disposable razors, toothpaste, bar soap, detergent.
Please leave your donations in the “Just One Can” wooden cart across from the
Welcome Desk in the Upper Commons. Thank you on behalf of the Deacons and
the Food-Stressed of Howard County.
LYDIA SAMPLES DRIVE
Lydia Circle is going to be collecting something very small, but very useful this
Fall. We know there are many possibilities out there; stashed in closets, hiding in
suitcases, gathering in hotels, lurking in grocery bins!
What are they? It's all those shampoo, conditioner, body wash, hand lotion and
toothpaste etc samples that you have saved just sure they would come in handy
someday. Well now is the time to let them shine a light in someone's life.
Lydia Circle will be collecting unopened sample bottles, jars, tubes etc to give to
FIRN. Start collecting them now, as you travel this summer, so you will be ready
to for our collection drive in September.

GENERAL INFORMATION
SUNSET OF THE BACKPACK PROJECT
With the consent of the Session, the Mission Committee decided to conclude the
backpack project. The backpack project served its purpose for many years as a
youth-led mission project for Head Start. In recent years, few youth were
participating and the cost had grown past what could be supported by the
Mission budget. We distributed the remainder of the funds in the backpack fund
at Easter time by giving a $50 gift card (along with a note from the church) to
each of the 38 students in Head Start.
The end of this project allows us to focus our efforts and resources on other local
mission opportunities, such as work with FIRN, Bridges to Housing Stability, and
Grassroots. We encourage anyone with a heart for mission to contact the Mission
Committee to find ways in which you may contribute.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Summer Worship Schedule
Every Sunday
Through September 1, 2019
9:00 a.m. First Worship
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
Infant & Toddler Care is available all morning
Godly Play (age 4 – grade 1) during 10:00 a.m. service
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
Sunday, July 7th
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
COMMUNION
DEACONS COMPASSION FUND OFFERING
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. First Worship
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
VBS Kick-off Meeting
5:00 p.m. Sunday Evening Quiet Time
Monday, July 8th
CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING OPEN

1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 9th
SUPER TUESDAY
Staff Meeting
Mission
Strengthening the Church

Wednesday, July 10th
BULLETIN ARTICLES DUE
1:00 p.m. Knitting Fellowship
7:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Thursday, July 11th
WAM Ministry Meeting
Friday, July 12th
Bulletins Folded

Saturday, July 13th
CHURCH OFFICE & BUILDING OPEN UNTIL 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, July 14th
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m. First Worship
9:30 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
Triennium Pre-Travel Check-In
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship
11:00 a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn
Watercolor Art Project
11:15 a.m. Summer Big Read
11:30 a.m. Conversation on Race

The Church Office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
For more events throughout the week at First Presbyterian Church, please check the calendar on our website at
www.firstpreshc.org, the current issue of Tidings, or call the church office 410-730-3545.
A Weekly Email is sent every Friday, if you would like to receive it please contact the church office.
To submit news or events for the weekly bulletin First Day! please email to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. To submit articles for Tidings, our monthly newsletter, please send articles by email
to: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by Thursday, August 15, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. for the September 2019 Issue #8.

