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Matthew 25 in the Church 
Our national Presbyterian denomination,  

The Presbyterian Church (USA), is beginning a fresh 

new emphasis on the biblical passage found in 

Matthew 25 as a way to gather our focus and to link 

our mission endeavors.   

Perhaps you don’t recognize at first the biblical 

reference “Matthew 25,” but you’ll quickly 

recognize the words of Jesus when you hear the 

passage itself. 

This is the place where Jesus tells the parable of the 

king separating the people to one hand and to the other, saying, “I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison, and you visited me.”  

There are many passages one could choose as a point to gather round, but 

Matthew 25 seems especially apt for our church in this time.  

We are “saved to serve” and these tasks of 

feeding the hungry, giving water to the 

thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing the 

naked, taking care of the sick, and visiting 

those in prison seem, to us, to be 

fundamental aspects of being Christian 

people. 

You can read more about the new emphasis 

on the PCUSA website:  www.pcusa.org/

matthew25. And you can read these  

well-known and beloved words of Jesus in 

Matthew 25:31-46. 

Love, 
Morton 

Fall Worship Begins  
September 8th 

The Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 8:30 a.m.  Worship 
 9:30 a.m.  Education Hour 
10:30 a.m.  Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Discipleship Hour 



 

 

Fall Worship Schedule Begins! 
September 8, 2019 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The end of summer approaches and it’s time for school  
and the return of the regular schedule for Sunday morning.  

The Sunday Morning Schedule: 

 8:30 a.m.  Worship 
 9:30 a.m.  Education Hour 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship 
 11:30 a.m.  Discipleship Hour 

During the Education Hour there are classes for Age 2 though Adults. 

 ARK is for children, Age 2 through Grade 1 
 L.I.F.E. is for children, Grade 2 through Grade 5 
 Mid High is for students, Grade 6 through Grade 8 
 Senior High is for students, Grade 9 through Grade 12 
  And a variety of changing classes for Adults.  
   See pages 4 & 5 for details. 

Also, the Church Nursery is open from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m.  
for infants through 3 years old. 

Godly Play is during the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services,  
for children Age 4 through Grade 1. 

The Worship Bridge is during the 10:30 a.m. worship service,  
for children Grade 2 through Grade 5. 

See you at church! 
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Worship, Arts & Music News 

Music Ministry 

News 
Rehearsals are beginning! 

Handbell Choir 

Wednesday, September 4 

7:00 p.m. 

Chancel Choir 

Wednesday, September 5 

7:15 p.m. set-up 

7:30 p.m. Rehearsal 

For more info contact: 

Director of Music Ministries 

Jimmy Galdieri 

Communion Server Refresher 
Sunday, September 22 or Sunday, November 24 

It’s a joy and privilege to be Deacons and Elders who serve communion. So that we can serve our 

congregation well, please come to one of the Server Refresher sessions with our Co-Pastors so that everyone 

is clear about the details of serving communion together. It will take us about 20-25 minutes to review and 

practice together. It is important that everyone who serves communion attend a refresher as over time our 

practice modifies.  

There are several opportunities to do this:  Sunday, September 22 at either 9:45 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. or 

Sunday, November 24 at 11:30 a.m. 



 

 

Discipleship & Caring Ministries 
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Discipleship Hour is every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  

Here are some upcoming highlights: 

Akwaaba / The Ministry Fair—Sunday, September 8 
Akwaaba is your chance to get connected at First Presbyterian. Come to Lyle Buck Hall for refreshments and 

learn about all of the different ways to get involved at First Presbyterian Church. From art to accounting, 

from cooking to carpentry, from music to mission, learn how to share your gifts with others. 

Sunday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. immediately following both services.  

For more information contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Coffee Fellowship,—Sundays, September 15 & 22 

Shay Rubinstein/Life in Israel—Sunday, September 29 
Shay is a young adult who grew up in Tel Aviv. Shay is here in Howard County for two years as one of the 

Israel “Schlicut” - an emissary/messenger from Israel. Shlichut is an outreach program that brings shlichim 

(cultural emissaries) from Israel to live and work in Howard County. Through a variety of events, the shaliach 

promotes increased connections and greater understanding of Israel and our Jewish heritage. The shaliach is 

charged with promoting a positive image of Israel, as well as infusing Israeli culture, history, politics and 

society into Howard County's community, both Jewish and non-Jewish. His program will use political 

cartoons to talk about the diversity of Israel, and the diversity of opinion about possibilities for peace. 

Heritage Festival—Sunday, October 6 
Join us for a new and different Heritage Festival at 11:30 a.m. during the Discipleship Hour. Engage in round 

table discussions with congregation members who are first generation immigrants. Learn about their home 

countries and journeys to America. Children’s activities include related arts and crafts, and the reading 

corner where we’ll read aloud picture books that represent different countries around the world. Enjoy 

refreshments while you learn about our congregation’s heritage journeys. If you would like to lead a round 

table and share your heritage journey, or lead arts and craft activities, contact the church office, 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Fall Wienie Roast—Sunday, October 20 
Mark your calendars for a fall outdoor weenie roast after the 10:30 a.m. service. Fill up on hotdogs, cider, 

s’mores and other outdoor classics. Have fun playing outdoor games and warm your hands around a bonfire. 

Come for the food, stay for the fun, experience the fall. Discipleship and Caring Ministries needs lots of help 

with this event. If you would like to get involved contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Polo Shirts and T-Shirts for Sale 
Strengthening the Church (STC) will be selling Polo and T-Shirts at Akwaaba! 

Polos are $25. T-Shirts are $10. Remember to wear your new shirt (or old one) on the 1st Saturday of the 

month to share our church pride with the community! 
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Conversations on Race Study 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Films  

with Paula and Erin  
Sundays, September 15, 22, 29 at 9:30 a.m. 

Please join us as we view and discuss three short films produced by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

September 15—Tapestry 

Tapestry looks at the effects of public violence events in congregations and the communities of which they 

are a part. It is framed through the lens of PDA National Response Team members who have responded to 

public violence events and support those communities of faith and their leaders as they walk through the 

valley of the shadow of trauma and its aftermath and begin the process of healing. 

September 22—Locked in a Box 

Locked in a Box is an award winning short documentary that follows the stories of individuals held in the 

U.S. Immigration detention system and those who visit them. The film traces the lives of individuals who 

fled their homelands in search of safety and freedom only to end up in U.S. prisons under a mandatory bed 

quota system run by Immigration Customs & Enforcement (ICE). Since the 1990s there has been a massive 

expansion of the immigration detention system up to 34,000 immigrants in detention on any given day in 

approximately 200 different facilities, many of which are for-profit prisons. Locked in a Box helps strip away 

the political rhetoric to see the human cost of detention. 

September 29—To Breathe Free  

To Breathe Free follows the 5-year journey of a Syrian family fleeing the war in Homs to the refugee camps 

in Jordan and starting a new life in Washington, D.C. Using home movies, phone video, family photos and 

interviews with family members and former refugees, this short documentary gives an intimate and unique 

perspective not seen in current media reporting on the refugee crisis. To Breathe Free captures the 

intersection of individual narratives from a family fleeing the Vietnam War in 1970, to the Syrian Conflict in 

2017, to the families who help create a new home in our nation's capital, giving voice to our common 

humanity and the struggle that binds people together. 

Please visit the PDA website, https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources/list/?media=video for more information 

about these and other PDA Story Productions. We will be using the study guides on the site for our 

discussions. We encourage you to save electronic copies on your phone or tablet. We will have a few 

available in each class as well. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Adult Education Autumn 2019 
Sunday Morning Education Hour has some great offerings for adults to grow, stretch, deepen and ground their faith 

and practice. Adults of every age and stage are welcome – young adults to senior citizens. Some courses are three 

or four weeks and some last for several months. We try to address these broad themes:  Bible Study, Big Questions, 

Equipping the Saints, Life and Nurture, Mission, Spirituality, and The Twenty-First Century.  

Classes begin promptly at 9:30 a.m., so come and grab your coffee or tea at the Wake-Up Station, and join a 

conversation! Classes conclude by 10:25 a.m., so that if you are a person who attends the 10:30 a.m. service, you 

have enough time to gather for worship.  

https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources/list/?media=video
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Finding Peace through Meditation 
with Carrie Vieira  
Sundays, September 15, 22, 29 at 9:30 a.m. 

Deep within each of us, there is a space of stillness, a space of 

conscious awareness. All religions acknowledge this space, though we 

call it by different names. Whatever our spiritual practice, we all sense 

that is from this space that feelings of peace, joy, and well-being 

spontaneously arise. 

Our world, however, is a complex, overstimulating place that 

overwhelms our senses and often pulls us away from this inner source 

of peace. 

Through conscious meditation practices, we can 

● reconnect with that within each of us that resides in stillness. 

● liberate ourselves from the interference of the chattering mind. 

● rediscover the connection between the body, the mind, and the 

breath. 

Christians have always greeted one another by saying, “Peace be with 

you.” Please join us to explore various types of meditation that can 

center us and help us find that place of peace. 

More Adult Education  

The Bible in Depth:  Isaiah 
with Doyle  
Continues all year—Clark Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the 

literature of the Old Testament. All are invited to jump right in!   

Young Adult Games & Conversation  
facilitated by Ann and Brian  
Continues all year—Room 205 
Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break?  

First job and lots of questions? Come join other post-high-

school, college, and post-college young adults for a time of 

fellowship, conversation, and board games as we navigate the 

perils of being an adult! 

COMING IN OCTOBER... 
Histories and Mysteries of the Book of Kings  
with Bill  
October 6 to November 24 
This class will look at the authorship, archaeology, and history 

surrounding these critically important parts of the Hebrew 

Testament. 

CHURCH EVENTS 2019-2020 

9/21 PW Breakfast 

9/29 Shay Rubenstein, Life in Israel, 
during Discipleship Hour 

10/6 Heritage Festival 

12/7 & 8 Alternative Gift Fair 

12/15 Christmas Concert 

1/22 PW Christmas Dinner 

1/26 Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

1/30-2/4 Guatemala Stove Trip 

2/3-17 Cold Weather Shelter 

2/7-9 John Bell Weekend 

2/23 Spaghetti Luncheon &  
Dessert Auction 

3/8 In-house Chili Cook Off 

5/3-8 Mission Trip to  
Wrightsville, NC 

6/20-27 PCUSA General Assembly  
in Baltimore 

7/27-31 Vacation Bible School 

Wednesday Morning  
Bible Study  
with Pastor Sue 
Begins on Wednesday, September 11  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
The Great Kings:  Samuel, Saul and David 

Everyone is invited! 

We’re starting this new season of Bible 
Study, conversation and prayer with a look 
at the three great kings of Israel. It’s the 
history of transition from a tribal society 
to a monarchical society. It’s also the story 
of how people make choices about how 
they govern and organize themselves – 
sometimes for good, sometimes not. It’s a 
story of power, privilege, betrayal, war 
and peace. And through the story we are 
challenged to find the path of God.  
So, perhaps a great text for our times! 

Our habit is to read the text, pausing to 
question, wonder, clarify, consider and 
speculate. Everyone is welcome! 
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Christian Education News 

VBS 2019 Look Back 
VBS 2019:  Who Is My Neighbor was a huge hit. Together we learned to love 

like Jesus by loving God and our neighbor, living peacefully, inviting everyone, 

and sharing with others. The children became good neighbors in their own 

community by helping fight food insecurity. They donated 71 pounds of cereal 

to the Howard County Food Bank. They also collected $50 to donate for milk, vegetables, and fruits.  

We look forward to seeing everyone again next year at VBS!  

Your VBS Director, Aja  

Second 
Graders  

will receive 
Bibles  

on Sunday, September 15, 2019 
During the morning worship service. 

Check with Virginia Callegary, Director of 

Christian Education, that your child is on 

the list. 

Church School Begins! 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 is the beginning of a new year 

of Church School.  

Come at 9:30 a.m. to meet the teachers and classmates.  

All classes will visit The Ministry Fair! Ark and L.I.F.E. 

students will gather in the sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. for a time 

of singing then will go to The Ministry Fair. 

Mid-Highs and Senior Highs will go directly to their 

classrooms and then will attend The Ministry Fair. 

Adults will attend The Ministry Fair and their classes will 

begin on Sunday, September 15 at 9:30 a.m. 

Be here for the start of an exciting year! 

Can You Invest in Our Children? 
Each fall Christian Education seeks teachers and assistants for classes of all ages, and 

each year we are overjoyed to find that many people are willing to offer their time and 

talent to teach classes. But we also face a challenge each year—finding enough people to 

assist teachers and help out with our youngest children in the congregation. When that 

happens, we sometimes have to ask one of the parents to leave a class or the worship service to help out, 

even though they volunteer on a regular basis. 

Last fall many of you volunteered for the first time to help out on Sunday mornings. If you volunteered last 

year, CE and the parents of our youngest children very much appreciate your help. If you have not yet 

volunteered, please consider volunteering at least one hour this fall to help out in Ark, the Nursery, or 

Godly Play. 

Christian Education will have an online sign-up again this year, and for those of you who wish to sign up 

now for your first choice of time slots, please watch for the links at the top of the First Presbyterian home 

page at firstpreshc.org. If you are less comfortable with technology or if you would like more information, 

please stop by the CE table at the Ministry Fair on September 8. 



 

 

Confirmation Class 2019-2020 
The Confirmation Class begins this year  

on Thursday, October 3rd from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. 

with a meeting for both students and parents. 

Classes will initially be on Thursday evenings. 

An information letter will be mailed to all rising  

8th graders, as well as to any upper level students 

who have not yet been in the class. Additional 

copies of the letter will be available at the Welcome 

Desk in the Upper Commons of the church. 

We strongly encourage participation for all rising 8th 

graders, and any older students who have not yet 

been confirmed. The class is an opportunity to study 

and reflect on our faith and a life of service, and to 

become a fully participating member of the Church 

on his or her own profession. 

For questions, see the informational letter 

mentioned above, or contact one of the teachers:  

Amy, Morton Harris, Sue Lowcock Harris and Virginia 

Callegary. You may contact them directly, or leave a 

message at the church office. 
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And More Christian Education News 

Student Ministry Calendar 
2019-2020 

Planning ahead? Please mark your calendars with 

the following activities and events: 

Senior Highs (9th-12th graders) will meet for supper 

the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-7:30 p.m., 

starting Wednesday, September 18. 

2019 
Sunday, September 9 
 Mid & Senior High Cook-out Kickoff 

Friday-Saturday, October 18-19 
 5th—8th Grade Lock-In 
Sunday, October 27 
 Corn Maze (Combined Mid & Senior Highs) 

Friday-Sunday, November 8-10 
 S.A.L.T.—Fall Retreat  

(Senior Highs & College Students) 
Saturday, December 14 
 PJ Christmas Party & Lock In  
 (Combined Mid & Senior Highs) 

2020 

Saturday, January 4 
 Snow Ball (Senior Highs) 

Sunday, February 23 
 Dessert Auction (Everyone!) 

Saturday-Sunday, May 16-17 
 Camping (Combined Mid & Senior Highs) 

Tuesday-Friday, July 14-17 
 Massanetta (Mid-Highs) 

Sunday-Saturday, July 19-25 
 Montreat (Senior Highs) 

S.A.L.T.— 
Serving and Learning Together 
Fall Retreat for High School & College Students 

It's time to register for the Fall Retreat. We will be 

going to Massanetta Springs to participate in S.A.L.T. 

The theme is “And Who is My NEIGHBOR?”  

The conference offers a $20 discount for early 

registration. Paperwork is available in Branch Hall.  

If you register by October 6 the cost is $149. If you 

register October 7 the cost is $169. If you want a 

Long Sleeve T-shirt it is an extra $15. 

Please see Debbie, Morton Harris or Virginia 

Callegary if you have questions or are in need of 

scholarship assistance. 
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Start the Year For Youth 
Sunday, September 8, 11:30 a.m. 

Youth and their parents are invited to “Start the Year for Youth” on Akwaaba Sunday, September 8, 2019. 

After worship, first go check out the Ministry Fair in Lyle Buck Hall, then come upstairs to Branch Hall for a 

picnic lunch and Youth Ministry orientation. We’ll introduce you to the coming year, sign all the papers and 

health forms, and enjoy some lawn games. New fifth through eighth graders are in Mid-High and new ninth 

through twelfth grades are the Senior Highs. This event is for both groups, and for parents or guardians. 

Questions or ideas? Contact Morton Harris. (RSVPs are requested for planning purposes, but not required. 

Please respond to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org, or call 410-730-3545.) 

Sizzling Saturday S’mores 
Saturday, September 14  
at 6:00 p.m. in the Woodlands Chapel 

S’mores are back at First Presbyterian! Show off your marshmallow roasting 

technique to your friends at Sizzling Saturday S’mores. Bring your roasting skills 

and we’ll provide the marshmallows, chocolate and graham crackers.  

All ages and roasting skill levels are welcome.  

If it’s raining we’ll meet in Lyle Buck Hall to play games. 

Questions? Contact:  Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org 

Correction – The Woodland Chapel 
Setting the Record Straight 

We’ve learned about a significant error made in the history of the Woodland Chapel which was printed in 

the July/August 2019, Issue #7 of Tidings. We’d like to set the record straight. The first Scout who worked on 

the chapel was Mr. D. Bruce Jones. The article incorrectly states that it was Brandon Scott or Brandon Jones.  

The original article also reported that the Chapel was constructed “in the 1970s.” With new information,  

we may now add the exact year, 1978. The corrected paragraph reads: 

“The Woodland Chapel was first constructed in 1978 during Lyle Buck’s tenure as pastor, 

when Bruce Jones of Troop 361 built benches and a stone communion table for his Eagle 

Scout project. Though the Communion Table has disintegrated in the 40 years since, the 

stones from that original table were used to fashion the fire pit.” 

Many thanks to Bruce’s mother, who brought in a copy of Bruce’s Eagle Scout Report, which had many 

fascinating photographs of the original chapel, with no trees and a straight-line view to the barn and silo on 

the opposite hill! 

 -Pastor Morton 

And More Christian Education News 
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Presbyterian Women News 

New Member Class 
Sunday, September 15, 2019 at 11:45 a.m. 

New Member Class explores what it means to be part of the First Presbyterian 
Church household. This one session class is the way to become a member.  
Please contact the church office if you plan to attend or need childcare. 

Beginning Zentangle® Workshop 
Nurture your creative spirit through Zentangle art! No artistic 

experience or skill is needed to learn this meditative method of 

creating beautiful images through repetitive patterns. Ginny, Certified 

Zentangle Teacher, will hold a free workshop on Saturday, October 5, 

1:00-3:00 p.m. at the church. Materials will be provided.  

Please register for the workshop by September 23 so there will be 

materials for everyone. Register or ask questions by contacting the 

church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

PW Fall Kick-off Breakfast Event 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 

9:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

Attention! All Presbyterian Women!!  

Join us for breakfast, conversation, fellowship, and fun!  

We will be collecting for the Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering. 

Sign-up in the Lower Commons. Cost:  $5.00 

Bring a friend!  Questions: contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 

Lydia’s Sample Drive 
Lydia Circle is collecting all those shampoo, conditioner, body wash, hand lotion, toothpaste etc samples that 

you have been saving, just sure they would come in handy someday. Now is the time to let them shine a light 

in someone’s life. Lydia Circle will be collecting unopened sample bottles, jars, tubes, packets to give to FIRN 

(Foreign Information Referral Network).   

Even the clients of FIRN that might use Food Stamps can't get personal care products with them. So start 

searching out those little bottles, tubes and packets that are stashed in closets, hiding in suitcases, gathering 

in hotels, and waiting in grocery bins and give them a useful life in a good cause!   

A collection box will be downstairs in the Lower Commons thru the month of September. 
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The Arctic and Climate Change 
We are aware that melting arctic sea ice is contributing to sea level rise, affecting our lives through the loss 

of land and changes in our weather. However, climate change is also having even more significant changes in 

the Arctic, where the effects of climate change are unfolding far more rapidly and intensely than elsewhere. 

Following are some of the effects of climate change on the Arctic. Indigenous peoples:  The Arctic coasts are 

home to indigenous peoples, whose ways of life, cultures, and economies are inextricably linked to the 

ocean, making them more vulnerable to coastal erosion and requiring them to relocate their communities 

away from coastlines. Animals:  Arctic waters are also home to an amazing abundance of land and marine 

mammals, fish, and birds which are threatened by climate change. Polar bears:  The polar bear is listed as a 

vulnerable species, due to sea ice loss as the single biggest threat to their survival, depriving them of their 

hunting grounds, The Arctic fox:  The Artic fox is well adapted to survive in extremely low temperatures; 

however, as the range of the much larger Red foxes pushes northward with the receding cold, Arctic foxes 

must go in search of new homes. The Pacific walrus:  Pacific walruses gather on rocky beaches or ride on ice 

floes. However, climate change has dramatically reduced the sea ice they need for resting, giving birth and 

nursing their young. Arctic seals:  Arctic seals need the ice's solid surface to carry out basic survival activities, 

from resting to molting to raising young. So as sea ice dwindles due to climate change, their long-term 

survival is threatened. The bowhead whale:  Bowhead whales live in the most remote reaches of the world's 

oceans where the only predator they encounter is the killer whale. Now, they face the threat of Arctic oil 

drilling. Commercial Development:  Oil drilling:  With the opening of the Arctic region, oil companies are 

expanding their operations into the Arctic, increasing the chance of oil spills, requiring extensive clean-up 

efforts. However, cleanup would be virtually impossible, with devastating impacts on both wildlife and the 

people that live there. Shipping:  The melting of Arctic ice caps is increasing sea traffic through shipping lanes 

running from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans across the Arctic Ocean. However, ship traffic can result in 

collisions with Artic sea animals, as well as oil spills from ships. 

Jeff 

The Green Page 
Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more 

attractive and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic each month, 

with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor 

Earth Forum Returns this Fall 

The Earth Forum and its engaging speakers and civil discussions on sustainable 

living and climate change, returns in October for its eleventh season. Most Forums 

will be held the third Sunday of the month, at 2:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian 

Church of Howard County. Mark your calendar for the following dates and join us: 

In 2019:  Sunday, September 22; Saturday, October 19; Sunday, November 17 

In 2020:  Sundays:  January 12, February 16, March 15 & April 19 
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Sign-up to receive your monthly issue of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have signed up already! 

Send your email address to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

The Earth Forum of Howard County 
Special Edition—Sunday, September 22, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

at First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

Hunger, Poverty, Conflict, Environment and Sustainability 
with 

Jaff Bemenjo 
Coordinator of RELUFA 

The Network for the Fight Against Hunger in Cameroon 

We kick off our season of engaging speakers and civil conversations on climate change and sustainable living 

with an opportunity to hear from a global partner in environmental sustainability. 

Jaff Bamenjo is the Coordinator of RELUFA, the Network for the Fight Against Hunger in Cameroon. 

Established in 2001, RELUFA is a network of civil society and grassroots actors, including ecumenical and 

secular non profits organizations and religious entities, whose mission is to fight against systemic problems 

that lead to poverty, hunger and poverty, economic, social and environmental injustices. RELUFA has three 

areas of interest:  Extractives Industries Monitoring, Land and Resource Justice, and Food and Trade Justice. 

Jaff is in the United States as an International Peacemaker of the Presbyterian Church (USA), a partner in 

RELUFA. He holds a Masters Degree in Development Studies from the Institute of Social Studies in Hague, the 

Netherlands where he majored in the Politics of Alternative Development, and a Bacehlors Degree in Political 

Science from the University of Yaoundé II in Cameroon. 

LOOKING AHEAD to the EARTH FORUM on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 at 2:00 p.m. 

Mid-Atlantic Environmental Professionals and The Earth Forum 
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Mission News 

Let us tell you a story about Guatemala you won’t find on the pages of a 

newspaper, on social media or TV these days. Picture small communities where 

parents work as farm laborers and have few material possessions, yet they are able to provide for education 

and better job opportunities for their children right at home. Though the Guatemalan government only 

provides free universal education through sixth grade, aspiring middle and high school students receive 

scholarships to attend private schools. This is happening thanks to the help of North Americans working 

through their church. Those North-Americans would be us! And those Guatemalan students would be select 

young people from the Unión Maya Quiché Boca Costa Presbytery. 

In 2018 we managed to raise enough funds to offer scholarships to 82 students. On our latest mission trip to 

Guatemala this past July we saw most of them at the annual assembly of the pastors, students and parents. 

The students introduced themselves and expressed their thanks for this great blessing. We can be so proud 

of these young people, so grateful to God for bringing us into relationship with them. They expressed many 

sincere words of thanks to us for enabling them to have more opportunities. 

A new school year will begin in Guatemala in January 2020. The fundraising season for the scholarships will 

extend from September 9-October 20. As always our goal is to raise enough funds to continue supporting 

every current scholarship recipient, and to replace all who graduate.  

Please make a contribution or pledge by completing a donor card, available at the Welcome Center. 

Contributions of any size are welcome. The cost of a full scholarship is $460, which may be paid in full or in 

quarterly or semi-annual installments. Contributions may be made as memorials or in honor of someone; we 

have special cards for this purpose. If you have any questions, please contact the church office, 

churchoffice@firstpreshc.org. 

For the past 16 years First Presbyterian Church of Howard County has maintained a partnership with the 

Unión Maya Quiché Boca Costa Presbytery, composed of indigenous Mayan Guatemalans. After 

experimenting with various programs suggested for such partnerships, we realized that we both placed a 

high value on education. And we could do something about the insurmountable cost barrier they faced. 

Individual members of First Presbyterian would volunteer to pay the costs of middle and high school for a 

limited number of students. The students are selected by the sessions of their churches. Their Presbytery 

Executive Committee administers the program. Every year they present our Guatemala Mission Committee 

with documentation of enrollment, tuition and other payments, and grade cards. Every aspect of our 

partnership is based on the principles of honesty, transparency and accountability. 

Judy  

A Different Story from Guatemala 

Conversations on Race  
Meets the second Sunday of each month from 11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  

First meeting will be Sunday, October 13, 2019. All are welcome!  

Questions, contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org. 
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Mission Opportunities 

Just One Can—September-Food Staples 
The Board of Deacons is campaigning for additional donations of grains and beans as part of our continuing 

efforts against hunger in Howard County. Suggested items:  Rice, Pasta, Dried or canned lentils, Dried or 

canned beans, Packages rice/pasta side dishes 

Please leave your donations in the wooden cart across from the Welcome Center in the Upper Commons. 

And please don’t forget your regular JOC food donations, as hunger is an on-going concern for too many of 

our neighbors. Thank you on behalf on the Deacons and the Food-Stressed of Howard County. 

Stitching Ministry  

Meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  

And will meet on the second Sunday of the month at 11:15 a.m. starting in October. 

If you have any questions please contact the church office.  

If you can join the Wednesday group, come any time. We meet every week.  

We need more people to participate as the need is always increasing. 

Blessings!  

Shirley and Louise 

FIRN Fall Festival 
Saturday, September 14, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church 

Following up on our successful Christmas Party, the Mission Unit is continuing to strengthen our relationship 

with FIRN (Foreign-born Information and Referral Network) by hosting a Fall Festival for around 40 school-

aged kids and their parents! FIRN will be inviting some of their highest-need clients, many of whom are 

unable to receive help elsewhere. We will offer games, crafts, refreshments on the church's back 

lawn (weather-permitting). 

The Fall Festival will serve two purposes: 

 Providing valuable information and supplies to families - including a presentation to parents by the FIRN 

immigration counselor. We will also be collecting/distributing new or lightly used coats, jackets, mittens and 

hats (child and adult sizes); and/or school supplies and backpacks. Watch for donation boxes in the Lower 

Commons. 

 Welcoming FIRN clients into our “home” - showing these families that we see them, that we care about 

them, and that we are not so different after all. Many of our guests will be Spanish speaking, but a smiling 

face is all we request from our volunteers!  

Please contact the church office, churchoffice@firstpreshc.org if you would like to 1) help plan the festival;  

2) volunteer to participate on September 14; 3) contribute refreshments (snacks or sweets) - OR if you have 

any questions. All ages are welcome, and we encourage school-aged children and youth (and their parents) 

to join us and make new friends! 



 

 

On Wednesday, August 7, 2019 the twelfth Annual User Group Meeting was held for the purpose of 

reviewing the procedures of using the church facilities and scheduling meetings for the 2019-2020 year. 

Our Church Administrator, Caroline Smith met with the leaders of the outside user groups who currently 

use the facility for their meetings. This year we welcome two new groups (see bolded names below)! 

The following groups use our building on a regular basis during the week: 
 ACOA (Adult Children of Alcoholics) 
 American Red Cross 
 Bereaved Parents/Compassionate Friends 
 Caring Hands 
 Citizens Climate Lobby 
 Cub Scout Pack 361 for boys and girls  

(Lions, Tigers, Wolves, Bears, Webelos I, Webelos II) 
 Diabetes Type I Support Group 
 Faithful Circle Quilters 
 Impact/Right Turn 
 La Leche League 
 Milltown Quilters 
 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)  

Basics, Peer to Peer Class, Parent Support Group  
and Transition Age Youth 

 Scouts BSA Troops 361—Boys & Girls 
 Violin Teacher Kathryn Shatz 

Other groups that also use our building: 
 Bridges to Housing Stability stores cleaning supplies for their clients. 
 Head Start Program—children are back in session starting Tuesday, September 3. 

Please be mindful of young children as you drive through the parking lot. 

The User Groups expressed their thanks to First Presbyterian Church for the 

hospitality and privilege of meeting in the church’s facility. 

So if you see lots of cars in the parking lot or people you don’t recognize in the 

building they may be one of our many user groups! Please welcome them! 

Caroline Smith, Church Administrator 
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The Church Office and building 

will be closed on 

Monday, September 2nd  

in observance of 

Meet Our User Groups 

SPECIAL INVITATION from Milltown Quilters 
Rabbi Joanne Yocheved Heiligman will be talking to 

Milltown Quilters on Monday, September 23 at  

10:30 a.m. Her topic is “Text and Textiles—Quilts from 

Biblical Designs.” Rabbi Heiligman has created a style of 

fabric collage using piecing, quilting, applique and 

embroidery to bring to life Jewish celebrations and 

Biblical texts. Her work is a visual commentary on Jewish 

text, prayer and practice. She seeks to inspire the viewer 

to read the text in a new and inspiring way. She has 

exhibited in the American Visionary Art Museum and the 

Ratner Museum, and had one-woman shows at the 

Hoffberger Gallery at Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 

and at Temple Emmanuel in Kensington, MD. This exhibit 

also includes a series of whimsical mixed media 

sculptures of Biblical scenes with a contemporary twist.  

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND! 

Session Meetings 2019-2020  
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
2019:  September 24, October 29, November 19 
2020:  January 21, February 25, Thursday, March 26, April 28, May 26, June 30; August 25 
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New Church Directories will 

be available at the Discipleship and 
Caring Ministries table at the 
Ministry Fair on Akwaaba Sunday, 
September 8. Please pick up one 
copy for your family. 

If any of your contact information 

has changed please send  

the new information to:   

Church Administrator, Caroline 

Smith, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org by 

Friday, August 30 in order to be 

included in the printed directory. 

Thank you! 
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Tidings October 2019 Issue 9  
is Thursday, September 12 

To be mailed Friday, September 20  

Please send articles to 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home  

and email address  
so you won’t miss  

a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 
fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 



 

 

September 1 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

COMMUNION 
Last Day of Summer Schedule: 

9:00 a.m. First Worship  
10:00 a.m. Summer Worship 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 & Luke 14: 1, 15-24 
Good Stories:   

The One About the Dinner Party 
Morton Harris, preaching 

September 8 
AKWAABA! WELCOME! 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Fall Worship & Education Schedule: 

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Education Hour 
11:30 a.m. Ministry Fair 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 & Luke 14:25-33 
Choice 

Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

September 15 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

BAPTISM 
Second Graders Receive Bibles! 
Exodus 32:7-14 & Luke 15:1-10 

Lost Stuff 
Sue Lowcock Harris, preaching 

September 22 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amos 8:1-7 & Luke 16:1-13 
Children of the Light 

Morton Harris, preaching 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD  21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

September 2019 
Issue 8 web 

 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, September 12th by 9:00 a.m. 
email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

September 2019 Sunday Morning Worship 
Fall Worship Schedule begins September 8 

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 

September 29 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 & Luke 16:19-31 
An Investment of Hope in a Dismal Time 

Morton Harris, preaching 


