
 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

Children’s Worship Service, 5:00 p .m. 

Festival Service with Candlelighting, 7:00 & 9:00 p .m. 

Candlelight Communion Service, 11:00 p .m. 

Invite your neighbors and bring your friends! 
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is now available online! 

from the first page of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/firstpreshc.  

First Presbyterian Church marks with 

sadness the death of James R. Galdieri, 60. 

Jimmy was a member of the church staff, 

serving as Director of Music Ministries for 

fifteen years, since 2004.  

Born July 27, 1959 to Marie Galdieri (nee 

Mayo) and State Senator James A. Galdieri 

of New Jersey, Jimmy died at Gilchrist 

Hospice Center on October 21, 2019 after a 

catastrophic illness with liver cancer which 

took him away from us with too-short 

opportunities for farewell.  

Jimmy graduated from Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ where he 

studied organ, voice and choral conducting. His professional career in music 

brought him to Baltimore to become organist at Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 

where he continued for the rest of his life. Soon after arriving in Baltimore,  

he found additional work at Govans Presbyterian Church, where he served until 

2004, when he moved over to us at First Presbyterian. 

In his dual posts at Baltimore Hebrew and First Presbyterian, Jimmy brought the 

beauty and wealth of worship from each tradition to share in the worship of the 

(Continued on page 2) 

In Memoriam 



 

 

Advent Devotionals 
Adults and older youth - This year we are offering a printed, weekly table tent devotional for Advent for 

adults and older youth called “Advent and Hygge: The Art of Coziness.” Each tent features a lovely little table 

devotional, including a scripture reading, reflection, suggested practices, and a prayer. 

Families with children and younger youth – This year’s Advent 

devotional comes in the form of a calendar to be hung on the 

refrigerator. The calendar contains simple, daily action prompts for 

your children to embody the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, and 

love. Starting on Sunday, December 1st, count down the days of Advent 

by moving a magnet to mark each day. Then, complete the daily action 

prompt together as a family.  

Both of the devotionals will be available for pickup at the Advent Festival on December 1st and in the 

Welcome Center. Email Virginia Callegary, vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, or call the church office if you would 

prefer a digital copy. We are also happy to send paper copies by mail to anyone who is unable to get to the 

church to get theirs. 
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue 
Wednesdays, December 4, 11 and 18 

No meeting December 25 and January 1. Reconvene on January 8, 2020 

9:30—11:30 a.m. in the Parlor 

This year we’ve been studying the First Book of Samuel, and as Advent begins, we find ourselves exploring 

the life of David. It’s perfect! So this is a good time to join us for the weeks of Advent as we explore Jesus’ 

ancestor. Come join in the conversation! 

Christian Education News 

other. His amazing gift for improvisation at the piano or the organ often rewarded attentive listeners, who 

were able to hear snippets from opera, Broadway shows, popular songs and children’s tunes woven 

delicately into the grand music of worship. 

Jimmy loved the opera, often attending performances at Lincoln Center, and traveling abroad. His love for 

fine music carried over into the other arts, and he gave studious attention to design and fashion. Many 

church members will remember with pleasure Jimmy’s appreciative look, accompanied with a twinkling 

smile, and his lifting compliment:  “I love that … tie, pocket square, jacket, purse, dress, hair, or shoes!”  

Jimmy loved spending time with his family and also with friends. He delighted in his nieces and nephews.  

He spoke often and fondly of the vast constellation of Italian foods with which he grew up, and of which he 

never tired. 

Jimmy Galdieri was our teacher, our leader, our colleague and our friend. We release him into the care of 

Eternal Love, with thanksgiving for his life and gratitude for his ministry. 

In life and in death, we belong to God. 

In Memoriam, Jimmy Galdieri (continued from page 1) 



 

 

Advent Sundays December 1, 8 & 15 

Advent is the time we think about being on the road to Bethlehem, and December offers opportunities for 
adults (young, middle & seasoned) to prepare our hearts for Christmas. Everyone is invited to participate. 

NEW IN DECEMBER 

Mindful Parenting with Carrie Vieira 
December 8 & 15—two weeks—Room 258 

Being a parent can simultaneously be the most beautiful and challenging experience of our lives. Parents 

play a sacred role in the family, guiding their children to lead healthy, happy, prosperous, and blessed 

lives. However, balancing this sacred role with the demands of work and the responsibilities of 

maintaining a household can sometimes be exhausting and stressful. 

Luckily, mindfulness meditation can help. 

By bringing mindfulness practices and increased awareness into our interactions with our children, we can 

bring greater peace, understanding, and joy into our homes.  

Join us in December to: 

 Explore how mindfulness meditation can help you alleviate stress so that you can parent from a 

place of greater inner calm. 

 Learn simple mindfulness practices that you can integrate into your family’s routines. 

 Reflect on ways of communicating with your children through a more mindful lens. 

December 8—geared for parents of infants, toddlers, and elementary school-aged children. 

December 15— geared for parents of adolescents and young adults. 

We look forward to seeing you at one or both of these sessions! 

Stitch Your Way to Serenity with the Knitting Fellowship 
December 8 & 15—two weeks—Room 252 

Crocheting and knitting are extremely effective ways to minimize the effects of stress. In fact, recent 

studies have shown that the repetitive activity of needlework can lower heart rate and blood pressure and 

reduce harmful blood levels of stress hormones. 

Please join us to learn the basics of crocheting or knitting. The Knitting Fellowship will be available to show 

participants how to get started on a practice that has given many moments of pleasure and calm. 

We hope to see you in this joyful but sometimes stressful Christmas season. 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR: 

The Bible in Depth – Isaiah—taught by Doyle Nichols 
Continues all year – join in at any time—Clark Parlor 
This lively conversational study is reading through the Old Testament.  
All are invited to jump right in! 

Games and Conversations—facilitated by Brian and Ann Ventre 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.—Room 205 
Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a 
time of fellowship, conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils 
of being an adult!  
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December Adult Church School Options 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE is 

available at the Wake-Up 

Station on the second 

floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee 

and head to class!  

Please return the 

cups to the drop 

off bins. Enjoy! 

Advent Festival in Lyle Buck Hall on  

Sunday, December 1 for all ages! 

Coffee will only be available in Lyle Buck Hall 



 

 

Youth Christmas Pajama Party & Lock-in 
Mid-Highs & Senior Highs 
Saturday, December 14, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

Dress in your favorite holiday PJ’s to celebrate the season with friends.  
Holiday games, treats, movies and more! Feel free to bring a friend.  
We will attend the 8:30 a.m. service together in our PJ’s on December 15th. 

Please bring: 
 Sleeping bag, pillow, pajamas 
 $5 for pizza 
 Signed permission postcard 
 Toiletries (toothbrush, etc.) 
 Snack or drink to share 
  Last names A-M bring snacks 
  Last names N-Z bring beverages  
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Christian Education 

Student 

Ministry 

Event 

Church School Christmas Break 
Church School for Children, Youth and Adults will be on a two-week Christmas break on December 22, 2019 

and December 29, 2019. This will allow teachers to enjoy attending Sunday morning worship service with 

their family. Nursery & Godly Play will be available. The Ark, L.I.F.E., Mid Highs, Senior Highs and Adults will 

reconvene on January 5, 2020. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and thanks to all our Church School 

teachers and leaders. 

Contact Virginia Callegary, 410-730-3545, 

vcallegary@firstpreshc.org, 443-326-2578 

or the church office for more info. 

Mark Your Calendars—Summer Trips 2020 
Montreat Youth Conference, Black Mountain, NC—Sunday-Saturday, July 19-25, 2020 

Middle School Conference at Massanetta Springs—Tuesday-Friday, July 14-17, 2020 

Thank You for Investing in Our Youth! 
CE and our youth would like to thank everyone who invested in the Stock Sale. So far paid pledges have 

totaled $2915, earning more than last year’s Pumpkin Patch. 

Your generous donations will help pay for youth activities and for fellowship and shared meals in the safe and 

loving environment of our church. Your investment will also cover rental vans for conferences and will help 

lower the costs to families of sending youth to conferences. 

Our youth will offer updates throughout the year. Thank you for your spiritual and financial investment and 

for showing our youth that that you care about their faith journeys and their emotional connection to our 

church and to God.   
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Snow Ball 2020 
Youth Activities Calendar 
Wednesday, December 4 

 Senior High Supper 

 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 5 

 Confirmation Class  

 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 Christmas Break! 

 Remember to do your Christmas 

Break project! 

 Next class is Thursday, January 2nd! 

Saturday, December 14 

 Youth Christmas PJ Party & Lock-In 

 Mid-Highs & Senior Highs 

 7:00 p.m.  

 Plan to attend Sunday morning  

  8:30 a.m. worship 

Wednesday, December 18 

 Senior High Supper 

 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 24 

 Christmas Eve Services—5:00 p.m.,  

7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 25 

 Christmas Day 

One of the favorite events each year for the Senior High 

School students at First Presbyterian is the Snow Ball.  

On Saturday, January 4, 2020, the Snow Ball is a low-stress, 

high-fun, dinner and dance party for senior high youth  

(grades 9-12) of the church. 

The basic rules are simple:  Everybody dresses up—boys in 

jackets and ties, girls in dressy outfits; no dates; no new 

dresses or jackets (just what’s in your closet); everyone dances 

with everyone! Those who are comfortable dancing will help 

teach those who are still getting the gist of it.  

Girls gather together at one house to do hair, nails, and 

dresses. Boys gather at another house to learn how to tie ties 

and try to get their hair to stay in place. A candlelight dinner is 

served by members of the church, with non-alcoholic drink-

makers in elegant tuxedos. The music is loud and the selection 

vigorously debated. We learn how to dance.  

This year we will be inviting some other churches to join us! 

Thanks to the youth advisors and friends of youth in the 

church for all the help to make the annual Snow Ball such a 

memorable evening! 

The Annual Snow Ball Dance is coming soon,  

on Saturday, January 4, 2020. 

The youth do need some parent volunteers to 

help plan and/or prepare the dinner.  

We are also looking for “get ready” houses, one 

for the boys and one for the girls. 

If you can help out with dinner or offer your 

house for dressing up, please contact  

Virginia Callegary or email 

Christianed@firstpreshc.org. 

Student Ministry 
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Mission Opportunities 

Cold Weather Shelter 2020 
Monday, February 3 through Monday, February 17, 2020 

FIRN Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 19, 6:00—8:00 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall, FPCHC 
The Mission Unit has made a commitment to assist FIRN (Foreign-born 

Information and Referral Network) with their Christmas Party for their clients. 

There will be crafts, games, a catered dinner, and a visit from Santa. We are trying 

to build a stronger relationship with FIRN Most of the clients are Spanish 

speaking, but as a FIRN director said, “It doesn’t matter if you can speak the same 

language, when our clients see that someone is trying to make their kids happy, it 

will be a joyful occasion.” Let’s show these people that we see them, that we care 

about them, and that we are not so different after all. All you have to do is come 

to a party and make new friends. All ages will be welcome. 

Please RSVP to the church office or to Amy Curran at amyandpatcurran@gmail.com or 410-461-3853 so that 

we can get a headcount for food. 

Please do NOT donate any towels, sheets, 

pillowcases, clothes, including coats, or hotel 

size toiletries. 

The Cold Weather Shelter is coming to our church 

house in February! This is a moveable shelter 

sponsored by Grassroots Crisis Center, Howard 

County Government and 16 religious 

congregations. Approximately 24 people from 

newborn to senior citizen are sheltered and fed 

from November through March. They will be with 

us from Monday, February 3rd through Monday, 

February 17th. We are the only congregation that 

hosts them for 2 weeks (others are 1 week). It 

takes our whole village to pull this off! We need 

folks to be here in the evenings, stay overnight, 

prepare dinner, stay here in the event of snow, do 

laundry and clean the shelter area. Setup for the 

Shelter will be Sunday, February 2nd at 11:30 am. 

There is a sign up sheet and more detailed 

information in the Lower Commons. For ANY 

questions, contact the church office.  

 

 

 

 

 

The following items are being requested for 

donation by Grassroots:  

● Washcloths  

● Deodorant 

● Shaving cream—travel size only 

● Razors  

● Hand cream  

● Lip balm  

● Foot powder 

● Pocket packs of tissues  

● Cold medications WITHOUT alcohol 

● Cough drops 

● Breathe Rite Strips 

● Hand sanitizer (large and small containers) 

● Room deodorizers 

● Toothpaste (travel size only) 

● Toothbrushes 

Please place items in the box in the Lower 

Commons by the sign up board.  
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JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!!! 
December - POWERFUL Food 

The Board of Deacons’ campaign in December 

will focus on donations of POWERFUL protein-

rich food for our continuing efforts against 

Hunger in Howard County. Imagine how hard it 

can be to have a Happy Holiday when you barely 

have enough to eat.  

Recommended items that have the power to 

bring a smile to a child’s face are: 

○ Peanut Butter 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned 
Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Infant Formula 

○ Baby & Toddler Foods 

Share the spirit and joy of Christmas with families in 

need by filling a stocking or tote bag for children in 

our community. The Deacons provide Christmas 

Stockings and Christmas Tote Bags for children, 

which are distributed through FIRN, the Salvation 

Army, and the First Presbyterian Church Head Start. 

Stockings and Tote Bags will be available for pick up 

in the Lower Commons starting Sunday, November 

24; all stockings and bags must be returned by 

Sunday, December 15. If you would like further 

information, please contact the church office. 

Heartfelt thank you to Faithful Circle Quilters and 

Caring Hands who made the stockings and tote bags, 

respectively. Thank you in advance for your 

participation! 

Guatemala Fund Drive Reaches Goal 
Thank you to all our many generous donors! We will again be able to send 82 Guatemalan 

young people to middle or high school in the next school year, which begins in January. 

Current scholarship students thank you for allowing them to continue on their paths to a 

better future. Over the next few weeks, the sessions of our eight partner churches and the 

“brothers” from the Presbytery Executive Committee will be selecting new students, registering them in their 

chosen schools and outfitting them with uniforms and school supplies. It is a busy and exciting time for them, 

and their hearts are full of gratitude for the opportunity you have provided.  

The Guatemala Scholarship Fund is open for donations throughout the year and at the Alternative Gift Fair, 

which will give us a head start on the 2020 school year. 

The Deacons Page 

Christmas Stockings 
Sunday, November 24 – Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Please leave your contributions in the  
“Just One Can” wooden cart in the Upper Commons.  

As always, the generous support of the congregation 
is greatly appreciated. 

Books for Head Start Children 
Ruth Circle invites you to join us in collecting new or like-new books to give as holiday gifts to the 36 chil-

dren in the Head Start program that meets at the church. Head Start is the federal preschool program for 

children in low-income families. Please put your donations in the bin in the Lower Commons by Sunday, 

December 8. Questions, contact the church office. 



 

 

Advent Compline 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., December 4, 11, 18 

Come and gather for 30 minutes of scripture and prayer, listening and silence as we carve out a 
space for worship during this busy season of the year. We meet in the Sanctuary’s chancel, a 
lovely, quiet space for us to pray for ourselves and for the needs of the world as our part of the 
globe begins to quiet down for sleep. The service beings promptly at 7:00 p.m. and ends 
promptly by 7:30 p.m. Whether you are on your way home, on your way to work, on your way 
back out for activities, come and meet for Advent Compline – as we watch and wait for the 
presence of peace and love in our nighttime world. After the service, some of us may choose to 
gather for a cup of tea and conversation. 

Advent Quiet Days 
Wednesday–Thursday, December 11 & 12, 9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 13, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

In the midst of all the busy-ness of the Christmas season, we’re making space for you to 
pause, take a deep breath, gather strength and energy to live the wonder and love we 
Christians find at the heart of Christmas. The canvas labyrinth will be laid on the floor. There 
will be places around the labyrinth for you to read, pray, light candles, draw, - simply time to 
find peace, light and courage this season. 

If you can help set-up the labyrinth on Tuesday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m. or take-down the labyrinth on 
Saturday, December 14, please contact Woody Collins, sexton@firstpreshc.org 

Page 8  Tid ings  December 2019  

Advent and Christmas Activities 2019 
Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, December 7 at 9:00 a.m.  

Hanging of the Greens is a merry, jolly time of decorating our church for Advent. There is 
much to be accomplished. Come lend a hand to make our sanctuary ready for Christmas! 

Alternative Gift Fair 
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. & Sunday, December 8, 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

The 11th annual Alternative Gift Fair can help you get into the spirit of the season and relieve 
the stress of holiday shopping. The Fair will once again feature a Children’s Corner. Your 
child will be escorted to a separate section of the Fair where s/he can pick out and wrap 
gifts for loved ones without you seeing what they purchased! Helpers are needed—  
no experience necessary. Please sign up in the Lower Commons to help for a few hours. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 during the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Last year the pageant worked so well during the worship service we are repeating it this year! 

Come, let us adore him through the eyes of our children! 
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Advent/Christmas Big Sing 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 
with a time of fellowship and community 
(Cookies! Cake!) afterwards. 

Everybody loves Carols! Come enjoy an hour of making 
music together for the Advent and Christmas Season. 
We’ll hear beautiful music offered by our Handbell Choir 
and Chancel Choir. We’ll sing some favorite carols of the 
season, and learn some new carols and songs together. 
Bring your friends and neighbors! Music brings 
everybody together!  

Longest Night Service 
A Service of Hope and Prayer for Healing and Peace 

Saturday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Winter Solstice, December 21, is the longest and 

darkest night of the year in the northern hemisphere.  

We gather in our Sanctuary for an Advent worship 

service that yearns for the light of Christ to dawn.  

This year, December 21 falls on a Saturday.  

We’ll gather at 7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to this service. We especially extend a 

hand of welcome to those who carry a heavy burden 

during the holiday season. Some of you are grieving a 

personal loss, a broken relationship, a difficult diagnosis. 

Some of you live or work under stress. Some of you must 

give your attention to terrible and troubling situations 

around the globe, and must bear this burden quietly.  

All of us are deeply moved by the coming of Christ into a 

world that is filled with violence, terror, oppression and 

fear. 

The Service for the Longest Night is a time of sharing in 

hope. We sing, we listen, we light candles, and we share 

in silent mediation and reflection. We pray for a world of 

peace. 

Following the worship service we gather as family for a 

warm supper and conversation in Lyle Buck Hall. Please 

come and join us. If you or someone you know has 

experienced a loss in the past year, or if you or someone 

you know is carrying a quiet burden or a silent grief, 

please come, and encourage them to come as well. 

Advent at a Glance 

Hanging of the Greens 

Saturday, December 7 at 9:00 a.m. 

Alternative Gift Fair 

Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 8, 9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

Poinsettia Order Deadline 

Sunday, December 8 

Compline 

Wednesdays, December 4, 11, 18  

at 7:00 p.m. 

Quiet Days 

Wednesday—Thursday, December 11 & 12 

9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 13 

9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 15 at 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Advent/Christmas Big Sing 

Sunday, December 15 at 5:00 p.m. 

Longest Night Service 

Saturday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

Luminaria Making during Discipleship Hour 

Sunday, December 22 at 11:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Tuesday, December 24 

5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

Extra Nursery Helpers are needed at all 

Christmas Eve Services! 

First Sunday after Christmas Worship  

& End of Year Brunch 

Sunday, December 29 at 10:00 a.m. 

One Worship Service 
No Sunday School or Worship Bridge 

Nursery Care & Godly Play will be available 

End of Year Brunch at 11:00 a.m. 

All are welcome! If you would like to volunteer to 

help set-up or clean-up, please contact 

discipleship@firstpreshc.org 



 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering 
THE PERFECT GIFT 

The offering will be received Sunday, December 22, 2019. 

Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our 

eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. God has blessed the Church with incredible 

leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often 

need to be supported by their communities as well. This 

Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, 

including supporting leadership development for communities 

of color, and providing support for Presbyterian church workers 

in their time of need. 
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Worship, Arts & Music News 

On Sunday, November 17, 2019 

Lawrence Battaile Pendleton VI,  

son of  

Ashley and Lawrence Pendleton, 

grandson of Estelene and Matt Boratenski 

2020 Scholar-in-Residence—Friday-Sunday, February 7-9, 2020 
John L. Bell 

…is a preacher, writer, composer lecturer and broadcaster, an ordained minister in the Church 

of Scotland, and a member of the Iona Community who works in the area of worship, music 

and the renewal of congregational life.  

More information and the weekend schedule will be in the January Tidings! 

Director of Music Ministries Search 
The Worship, Arts and Music Ministry Area team and the members of the Pastor-Parish-Personnel 

Committee are collaborating to begin the search for a Director of Music Ministries. P3 and WAM have 

updated the Position Description; WAM is in process of forming a search committee and will soon be ready to 

receive interested inquiries. The church will advertise the position with the American Guild of Organists and 

with the Presbyterian Association of Musicians, as well as on our church website and social media. We will 

keep you posted in First Day and Tidings. Please keep the search team in your prayers.   

THANK YOU! 
Thanks to the current WAM Elders Nan , Kathy and Chuck , and current WAM Deacons Lynne and Carol , for 

their leadership in worship and behind the scenes in October while our Co-Pastors were leading a pilgrimage 

to Israel and Jordan. Sue and Morton are so grateful for their extraordinary leadership during the last days of 

Jimmy Galdieri’s illness and death. Thanks to everyone on WAM for their commitment and energy as we 

move through these weeks following his death. 

We are grateful as well to the musicians who came and led our song over the past two months:   

Laura Meehan, Dorene Chen and Kathie Metz. Thanks to Kathie for leading us with grace and kindness in the 

weeks immediately following Jimmy’s death, for rehearsing and directing our choir, and helping us all find 

our voices in the midst of our grief. It’s been a joy to sing to God with you! 
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Presbyterian Women Annual Christmas Dinner 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

Save the Date! at 6:30 p.m. in Lyle Buck Hall—Cost:  $25.00  Secret Pals revealed.  

Watch for more details in First Day! Questions:  Contact the church office 

Presbyterian Women 

DISCIPLESHIP AND CARING MINISTRIES 
INVITES YOU TO DISCIPLESHIP HOUR  

every Sunday at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall 

December is here! Ring in the celebrations by spending time with your church family. We invite you to 

fellowship opportunities on Sundays to share in the love of Christ. Here are some upcoming highlights: 

Sunday, December 1, 2019—Advent Festival—9:30 a.m.—Activities for all ages! 

 Kick off December with coffee and treats during Discipleship Hour, Coffee Fellowship at 11:30 a.m. 

Sunday, December 8, 2019—Alternative Gift Fair—10:00  a.m.—1:00 p.m.—Purchase Christmas gifts from 

ornaments, jewelry, kitchen goods, baskets, and more! Coffee only during Discipleship Hour. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019—Birthday Cake following the Children’s Christmas Pageant and worship. 

Sunday, December 22, 2019—Christmas Coffee and Refreshments in the Upper Commons.  

Luminaria making in Branch Hall—all are invited to participate in preparing luminaria to be placed 

outside on Christmas Eve. 

Sunday, December 29, 2019—End of Year Brunch—What better way to reflect on 2019 and look forward to 

2020 by joining us for an End of Year Brunch!? All are welcome. Warm pancakes. Warm stories. We 

are family! If you would like to volunteer to help with set-up or cleanup, please contact 

discipleship@firstpreshc.org. All are invited to Lyle Buck Hall for Brunch following the 10:00 a.m. 

service. Only one worship service on December 29th! 

Everyone is invited every week to gather for fellowship after the 10:30 a.m. worship service! See you there! 

College Care Packages 
Ruth Circle will be sending care packages to college students on Sunday, January 26, 2020. 

If you would like for your college-age student to receive a package, please email the church office to be sure 
that we have their correct mailing address by Wednesday, January 22. Donations of items for the packages 
can be dropped off in the box in the Lower Commons until Sunday, January 26. Donations for postage can 
be dropped off in the church office. The cost is $15.00, send payment to Caroline Smith - by check made out 
to “First Presbyterian of Howard County,” or cash. 

All can participate! Please consider giving one of the following items for the care packages for our young 
adults:  candy, post-its, pens, microwave popcorn, snack-pack cookies, fruit gummies, peanut butter 
crackers, purse-sized tissues, granola bars, poptarts, hot chocolate, tea or coffee packets, or other small 
snack foods or school supplies. If you would like to donate gift cards to Starbucks, Target, etc. to include in 
the packages, please contact the church office to arrange delivery. If you have any other questions, contact 
the church office. Thank you so much for your donations! 



 

 

Earth Forum of Howard County 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
Maryland Legislative Briefing 

The Maryland environmental community has an opportunity to speak out for creation in Annapolis during 
the legislative session. Earth Forum joins with Interfaith Power and Light and Interfaith Partners for the 
Chesapeake to learn together how we can advocate for legislation that promotes clean air, clean water 
and environmental justice in 2020. We’ll hear from issue experts about priority legislation, why its 
important for Maryland, and how people of faith can be advocates from a moral and religious 
perspective. All are welcome. 
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The Green Page 

In October 2018, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warned that nearly every 

country will need to significantly scale up the commitments made under the 2015 Paris Climate Accord if the 

world hopes to avoid disaster. To date, almost no country is meeting the relatively modest goals of the 

Accord.  The Climate Action Tracker, a project run by a group of three climate-research organizations, has 

been monitoring the progress of the 32 countries which account for 80 percent of the world’s greenhouse 

gas emissions, and has found that most of these major polluters are making few, if any, efforts to meet their 

goals.  This has raised the question of when does it make sense to give up adapting to climate change and 

simply retreat?  This question is being considered, using the term “managed retreat,” and is essentially an 

acknowledgement that there are places around the world that are at such huge levels of risk from climate 

change that it might not make sense for the population to remain.  This can include communities at risk of 

increased wildfires, hurricanes, floods and droughts, sea level rise, and other extreme weather events. As 

climate change mounts and communities come under increasing pressure from its effects, people in some 

areas may find it better to move to safer areas, rather than build ever-more-expensive defenses against 

these effects. To this point, managed retreat is being looked at as an option of last resort. However, while 

managed retreat does indeed sound drastic, it is already being put into practice in some parts of the world.  

Indonesia is considering moving its capital from Jakarta, a coastal city facing massive flooding; and the low-

lying Pacific island nation of Kiribati, whose entire existence is threatened by sea-level rise, has purchased 

land in Fiji in order to give its residents a chance to relocate. 

If managed retreat must be undertaken, it will be extremely expensive, and will require a level of global 

political will that is presently lacking in efforts to implement the Paris Accord. It appears obvious that the 

nations of the world will need to make a new commitment to the Accord, and to further necessary actions, in 

order to avoid the necessity for managed retreat. 

Jeff  

Managed Climate Change Retreat 

No Earth Forum in December 

Going green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as 

more attractive and satisfying. This “Green Page” will look at one sustainability topic 

each month, with ideas to consider and steps to use individually and as a congregation 

to care for and honor God’s amazing creation. 



 

 

Be a Good Steward! 

The new 2020 offering envelopes will be available in the 

Upper Commons starting on Sunday, December 15, 2019. 

Please stop by the table and pick up your box of envelopes. 

This will save the church $3.50 to mail it later on! Thanks for 

being a good steward! 
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Session Meetings 2019-2020 

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:  January 21, February 25, Thursday, March 26,  

April 28, May 26, June 30, August 25 

Tree Tender Appreciation 
We had teams of First Pres members who just completed care 

of our young native trees by watering and weeding for the first 

two growing seasons since they were planted. They took part 

in the Trees for Sacred Places grant program. 

Thanks for their diligence and care go to:  Amanda , Kathy, 

Bruce, Margo, Ellen, Craig, Julianna and Teddy, Stacy, Amy, 

Steve, Linda, Lynne, Carol, Elaine, and Bruce . 

-Dede  

Per Capita Apportionment 

Per Capita for 2019 is $35.73  
Have you paid yours yet?  

It’s not too late!  

Thank you if you did! 

Have you returned your Estimate of Giving card for 2020? It’s not too late to plant 

your Seeds of Stewardship for the coming year. The budget process is underway, and 

your response will help the Session get a more accurate picture of our finances for next year. As of 

November 10 the church has received 91 responses. Every contribution is important, so even if you think 

you can give only a small amount it helps to let the church know. Let’s see if we can get to a 100% response 

rate this year! In lieu of a card, you can send an email to pledges@firstpreshc.org. 

The Year Round Stewardship Committee would like to give a big Thank You to everyone who has already 

turned in their estimate of giving and to the more than 60 people who joined us for soup and fellowship on 

Thank and Tell Sunday. It was great to see so many people interested in the practice of stewardship in our 

church. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE to TURN IN YOUR ESTIMATE OF GIVING 

PLEDGE so that your Church can thrive and grow. 

Annual Response Program (ARP) 
SEEDS OF STEWARDSHIP 

It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree. ~Luke 13:19  
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Sign-up to receive your monthly issue 
of Tidings via email  

and save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many  
who have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in color in your inbox! 

Submit, Authorize, Sign 

It’s time for the  

2019 Vouchers Deadline! 

All vouchers for expenses (Jan.-Nov.) in 2019 

should be turned in by December 13, 2019.  

If you’re spending money in the month of 

December the deadline is December 21—all 

vouchers should be authorized and signed! Place 

vouchers with receipts in Ministry Area Voucher 

folders so they can be signed. Thank you. 
All bulletin information for  

Sunday, December 22 & December 29, 2019 

is due by noon on Monday, December 16, 2019  

due to the Christmas holiday. 

Christmas Office Hours 
The building & office will be closed for Christmas: 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

Thursday & Friday, December 26 & 27, 2019 

Church Office will be open on  

Monday, December 30, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  

& Tuesday, December 31, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

Church Office will be closed for New Years Day on: 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020. 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY 

In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather, 

on Sundays, the Home Page of the church website, 

and the church answering machine will have a 

special message to inform you whether worship 

services or other activities have been changed or 

canceled. The decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. 

with a goal to notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio, 

WRBS Radio, WJZ TV, WMAR TV) and to put  

a message on the church answering machine by  

7:00 a.m. Call the church office at 410-730-3545 for 

updated messages. 

2019 Annual Reports Due 

Ministry Area Chairs and Church organizations 

please send your 2018 Annual Report by Friday, 

January 3, 2020 to Caroline Smith, Church 

Administrator, fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org. You can 

even send them before Christmas and enjoy your 

holidays! Thank you!! 

 

 

January 2020 Issue 1  

is Thursday, December 12 

To be mailed Friday, January 3, 2020 

Please send articles to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  
before or by the due date! 

Please keep us up to date  
with your current home and email address  
so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to churchoffice@firstpreshc.org 



 

 

December 1 
First Sunday of Advent 

Communion 
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 & Matthew 24:36-44 

Hope Can’t Wait 
Preaching:  Morton Harris 

December 8 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Baptism 
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 & Matthew 3:1-12 
Peace Can’t Wait 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10 

 & Matthew 11:2-11 
Delight Can’t Wait 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

Advent/Christmas Big Sing at 5:00 p.m. 

 

December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 & Matthew 1:18-25 
Courage Can’t Wait 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

Christmas Eve is Tuesday Night!  
Worship Services:   

Children’s at 5:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service at 7:00 & 9:00 p.m. 

 Candlelight Communion Service at 11:00 p.m. 

December 29 
First Sunday after Christmas 

One Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
End of Year Brunch at 11:00 a.m. 

Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148 
 & Matthew 2:13-23 

Songs for the Journey 

9325 Presbyterian Circle 

Columbia, MD 21045 

Phone: 410.730.3545 

Fax: 410.715.4981 

E-mail: office@firstpreshc.org 

www.firstpreshc.org 

Growing deep and wide! 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Of Howard County 

December 2019 
Issue 11 

 

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, December 12 by 9:00 a.m.  
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

December 2019 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Christian Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 


