
 

 

Black History Month 2020 
February is Black History Month, and this year our congregation will remember, give 
thanks and share our heritage in two ways. 

First, the Social Justice and Peacemaking Team invites us to honor our local legacy 
of slavery in Howard County. We drive by places every day that were once the 
homes of families who enslaved people. And the fields around us were worked by 
these enslaved people. Through our bulletin inserts this month you’ll have a chance 
to reflect on the lives of these people whose lives and labor helped to build our 
community – including our church. Thanks to Paula for her research, and for her 
insightful reflections. 

Second, during worship, we’ll be singing some Freedom Songs – songs that were 
sung by participants in the civil rights movement. The movement for civil rights was 
a singing movement. Today people gathering for marches and demonstrations 
chant – but in the 50s and 60s, people sang. Most of these songs are very familiar. 
They started in the church and made their way into the streets. The church’s praise 
and affirmation inspired the way the songs took shape in the movement. Woke Up 
this Mornin’ with My Mind Stayed on Jesus became Woke up This Mornin’ with My 
Mind stayed on Freedom. This Little Light of Mine became We’ve got the light of 
freedom, we’re gonna let it shine. Kum Ba Yah, Wade in the Water and Go Tell It on 
the Mountain (to let my people go!) all went into the streets to become popular 
freedom songs. People sang everywhere:  in mass meetings, at demonstrations, at 
workshops and conferences, before sit-ins, in jail.  

Lastly, don’t overlook Courageous Conversations on Tuesday evenings during 
February. This program presented by many of Howard County’s faith communities, 
invites us to gather together to listen, share and learn from one another. In small 
discussion circles you will explore how each of us can contribute towards creating a 
connected community of different people rather than a community that lets 
different people in. Courageous Conversations are intended to lead to  
courageous connections and courageous actions. 

Please pre-register at  
https://www.hococourageousconversations.com  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Sue 
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is now available  

online! 

from the menu bar of 

www.firstpreshc.org 

and on  

http://www.facebook.com/ 

firstpreshc 

LENT BEGINS THIS MONTH! 
Shrove Tuesday, February 25 
with Pancake Supper  

Ash Wednesday, February 26 

See details on page 3  
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New Classes beginning February 2020 

Conversations on Race Book Discussion 
One Goal by Amy Bass 
facilitated by Paula and Erin  
February 2, 9, 16, 23—Room 258 

We in Howard County know how much value there is in welcoming people from all nations, races, 

religions and orientations into our community. Sadly, that is not the case in all communities. 

Please join us in February when we read One Goal by Amy Bass.  

Thousands of Somali refugees resettled in Lewiston, Maine which made longtime residents uneasy. 

The mayor actually wrote a letter asking them to stop coming.  

The high school soccer coach took a different approach and integrated the Somali kids into his team, 

thus helping the team and the community overcome their subconscious biases and prejudices.  

We hope you will join us for the discussion of this uplifting book. 

From Christ to Constantine and a Bit Beyond:  A Look at the Early Christians  
facilitated by Bill  

through March 29—Room 252 
February 2:  Paul, I choose You! 

February 9:  The rise of the Jewish Communists 

February 16:  The Gospel according to Judas? 

February 23:  Superstitious Lion Chow 

March 1:  What’s Plato got to do with it? 

March 8:  Constantine holds a meeting 

March 15:  Actually the ancient Germans were Arians not Aryans. 

March 22:  Mom goes on a Holiday. 

March 29:  What just happened? 

CONTINUING ALL YEAR 

The Bible in Depth – Reading the Minor Prophets 

facilitated by Doyle—Clark Parlor  

Continues all year – all are welcome to join in at any time – Come see what it’s all about!  

Games & Conversations - post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults 

facilitated by Brian & Ann—Room 205 

Out of high school and no idea what to do? Home on break? First job and lots of questions?  

Come join other post-high-school, college, & post-college young adults for a time of fellowship, 

conversations, and board games as we navigate the perils of being an adult!  

February 2020 Adult Education Options 

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE is available 

at the Wake-Up Station on the 

second floor across from the 

Parlor. Get a cup of coffee and 

head to class!  

Please return the cups to the 

drop off bins. Enjoy! 
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Other Educational Opportunities in February 
 Conversations on Race meets on Sunday, February 9, 2020 at 11:45 a.m. in the Church Parlor. All are 

invited to join in the conversation. Grab a cup of coffee and meet with the group.  

 Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Sue, 9:30—11:00 a.m. every week – in the Parlor 

We are studying the life of David. This is a lively group and we have great conversations. No experience 

necessary! All welcome!  

Scholar-In-Residence Weekend Postponed  
In view of Graham Maule’s death, John Bell is canceling all his engagements here in North America  

that were scheduled in February. So he will not be here the weekend of February 7-9. This event will be 

rescheduled in November. Watch Tidings for more details. 

Lenten Season Begins  
Shrove Tuesday, February 25 

Pancake Supper in Lyle Buck Hall 

 5:30–7:30 p.m. | $2 each/$5 per family 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 

 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary | A service of prayer, song, with the imposition of ashes 

Our worship together on Ash Wednesday gives us an opportunity to focus and ready 

ourselves for the journey inward and journey outward of the next six weeks of Lent. 

Looking Ahead to Lent 
Lenten Study 

Wednesday Nights in Lent in Lyle Buck Hall 

March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 

We will be reading and discussing the book Entering the Passion of Jesus…A Beginner’s 

Guide to Holy Week by Amy–Jill Levine. This book delves into the history and literature 

surrounding the last days of Jesus’ life. The author sets the narrative in historical 

context and analyzes the risks and motives of the story’s characters. 

You can order the book on Amazon, ISBN-13: 978-1-5018-6955-6. Be sure to order the 

book and not the leader’s guide. 



 

 

Youth Events: 
Sunday, February 2, 2020 

Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 
The youth will be collecting the Souper 
Bowl Offering at the conclusion of each 
service. The tradition is to add your loose 
change or small bills to this offering –  
which the youth then give toward 
alleviating hunger in our community.  

 Super Bowl Party - Senior Highs 
 arrival time—6:00 p.m. 
 pick up after the game 
 At the home of Kellianne & Joanna  

Wednesday, February 5, 2020 
 Senior High Supper 
 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Lyle Buck Hall 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 
 Confirmation Class, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
 Mid-Highs (5th-8th grade)  
 Supper at Grotto Pizza 
 6:00 p.m. 
 7075 Minstrel Way, Columbia, MD  
 Bring $5.00 for pizza 
 parents /guardians invited 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 
 Confirmation Class, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
 Senior High Supper 
 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Lyle Buck Hall 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 
 Confirmation Class, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
 Set-up for Spaghetti Lunch 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 
 Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 

 at 11:30 a.m. (following the 10:30 a.m. service) 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 
 Confirmation Class, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Student Ministries 

Spaghetti Lunch & Auction 
Come one and all to the Youth Ministry 

Spaghetti Lunch and Auction! 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. 
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This is a big fundraising event for First Presbyterian 
Youth. Proceeds of the event go to fund youth 
programs and help defray the cost of retreats and 
other youth activities, keeping them affordable for all. 

Come and enjoy a delicious spaghetti lunch served by 
our Mid and Senior High Youth and stay for the ever-
exciting auction—we will have both donated items 
AND delicious desserts! In addition to our lively live 
and silent auctions, we will have a bake sale table with 
a wide variety of goodies for purchase. 

Would you like to help?  

* Attend the spaghetti lunch and bid on auction items! 

* Volunteer as youth server, kitchen help, set-up, clean 
up, etc. 

* Donate gift certificates, tickets, services, etc. - or ask 
one of your favorite businesses to donate!  

* Donate desserts or other food donations for the 
silent and live auctions and/or the bake sale. 

Visit firstpreshc.org/auction to sign up to volunteer or 
donate items. 

Questions? Contact the church office. 
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Discipleship and Caring Ministries invites you to 

Discipleship Hour every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.  
Here are some upcoming events: 

 Sunday, February 2, 2020—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Lydia Circle 

 Sunday, February 9, 2020—Coffee Fellowship, hosted by Ruth Circle 

 Sunday, February 16, 2020—Birthday Party for our 181st Year 

 Sunday, February 23, 2020—Spaghetti Lunch and Auction—(see page 4 for details) 

Everyone is invited every week following the 10:30 a.m. service in Lyle Buck Hall! See you there! 

It’s Party Time! 
Help celebrate at the 181st Birthday Party  

for The First Presbyterian Church of Howard County 

This happy event will occur on Sunday, February 16 at 11:30 a.m. in Lyle Buck Hall,  

complete with Birthday Cake. 

To share favorite memories from your time in the church, please write 

them down on forms located in the Upper Commons. These notes will be 

put on display during the party for all participants to read and enjoy.  

Subject ideas include services, meals, music, classes, people, special 

events, service projects, mission trips, the building, the grounds around 

the building, etc. 

Eat birthday cake. Enjoy a trivia game, either as individuals or as part of a 

team. See who knows the most about the church, both past and present. 

Have fun visiting with friends and family. 

Remembrance Candle 
A Remembrance Candle is lit during the worship service on the 

first and second anniversary of a church member’s date of death. 

A family member can always request a Remembrance Candle 

beyond the second year by contacting the church office.  
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The Green Page 

One of the major concerns about converting from fossil fuels to alternative sources of energy to reduce 

the effects of climate change is the effect on employment, including the loss of coal mining jobs. However, 

to quote the International Trade Union Confederation “There are no jobs on a dead planet”. Climate 

change is already having an increasing effect on employment, including a greater incidence of extreme 

weather events and resulting worker displacement, as well as damage to transportation, buildings and 

machinery, and disruption in the supply of raw materials. And actually, the number of coal mining jobs and 

jobs in the transportation of coal has already fallen, due mainly to two factors other than converting to 

alternative sources of energy (increasing automation in coal mining, and the increased use of natural gas in 

power plants). Conversion to alternate sources of energy would spur growth in other industries and the 

creation of new jobs, with the Bureau of Labor Statistics predicting that the number of solar panel 

installers will increase by 105 percent and the number of wind turbine technician jobs will rise by  

96 percent by 2026, making them the nation’s two fastest-growing professions. Solar panels and wind 

farms need people to install them and technicians to maintain them, and both require skilled workers to 

fabricate their components. This means that, on average, more jobs are created for each unit of electricity 

generated from alternative energy sources than from fossil fuels. 

Obviously, provision would have to be made for workers who lose their jobs due a conversion from a fossil 

fuel economy to one based on alternative forms of energy. For example, this might include two years of 

income replacement, including health and retirement benefits, as well as college or other professional 

training. In addition, facilities for the production of alternative energy components could be developed 

within areas affected by the conversion. One study concluded that retraining all coal workers to become 

solar panel installers would mean a raise for most of these workers. These policies might be paid for by a 

carbon tax, which would levy a fee on the use of fossil fuels, based on how much carbon their combustion 

emits. While controversial, policies of this nature would require a recognition of the benefits of conversion 

to an economy based on alternative energy, including mitigating further damage due to climate change, 

and new opportunities for employment. Indeed, an International Labour Review study finds that, by 2030, 

most countries will experience net job creation and reallocation across industries, driven by the 

construction, manufacturing, and energy sectors of their economies. 

Jeff  

Going Green and living more sustainably are becoming increasingly necessary as well as more attractive and 
satisfying. This "Green Page" will look at one sustainability topic each month, with ideas to consider and 
steps to use individually and as a congregation to care for and honor God's amazing creation. 

Climate Change and Employment 
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THE EARTH FORUM OF HOWARD COUNTY 
Eleventh Season 

A Community of Listening, Learning and Acting 

Sunday afternoon, February 16, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
Still arranging the topic—watch social media for details! 

The Earth Forum of Howard County calls together Earth activists, faith communities, 

government agencies and interested individuals for civil and informed discussion of climate 

change, sustainable living and developing communities of cooperation through education ideas 

and actions to touch hearts for the majesty of creation.  

The Earth Forum is open to all interested persons, and is free. 

Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers—call 410-730-3545 for more information. 

Contact earthforum@firstpreshc.org 

See us on Facebook or See www.facebook.com/EarthForumHowardCounty 

First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, 9325 Presbyterian Circle, Columbia, MD 

Join us at the Earth Forum! 

Coronavirus 
During the flu season, and especially in light of the news about the coronavirus, we want to remind you 

that there are hand sanitizers throughout the church for you to use.  

Hand sanitizer dispensers are located in the Upper Commons near Branch Hall and on the second floor 

near the water fountains by the Church Office. Look for additional dispensers in the near future. 

Please be proactive! Wash your hands. And if you feel sick, please take care of yourself and others by 

staying home to rest! 



 

 

Cold Weather Shelter is Here! 
The Cold Weather Shelter arrived on Monday evening, February 3rd and will 

stay with us each night from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. through Monday 

morning, February 17th in the L.I.F.E. Sunday School area and the Mid and 

Senior High Sunday School area. We expect to have young children and 

adults. Thank you to all our excellent church volunteers 
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Bridges to Housing Stability’s 

10th Annual Chili Cook Off Event 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 

12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Dar Al-Taqwa 

10740 Route 108 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Entry Price:  FREE 

Help is needed on Monday morning February 17th beginning at 7:00 a.m.  

to reset all the rooms. Thank you in advance for your help! 

In-House Chili Cook Off—Sunday, March 8, 2020 

Spice up your Service! 

Ever wonder how you can serve? Come participate in our In-House Chili Cook Off. Here’s how it works.  

On Sunday, March 8, bring a large batch of your favorite chili. All kinds are welcome—meat (but this year no 

pork please), no meat, beans, no beans, hot, mild, veggie—even cashew!! We’ll provide sample tasting cups 

that identify your chili. The congregation tastes each chili then votes with their dollars into that chili’s  

money jar. 

The winning chili will then represent FPCHC on Sunday, March 29th at the 10th Annual Bridges to Housing 

Stability Hotter than Thou Competition. Event will occur at the Dar Al-Taqwa Islamic Center in Ellicott City. 

Last year, we won the Golden Ladle for most money raised. Steve Conrad reigned supreme with his winning 

chili. Let’s do it again! Lesson learned from last year - the more chili cooks we have, the more money we 

raise. Will you help raise that money? 

If you can make the chili but can’t be there, we’ll represent you for either event. Also, we’ll cover the cost of 

the winning chili for the competition event.   

Please email the church office to sign up. Spice up your service with the gift of chili.   

Mission News & Opportunities 



 

 

Compassion, Peace & Justice Training Day 
Friday, April 24, 2020—Washington, DC—Stay for Ecumenical Advocacy Days 

We believe that God created this world, called it good, and told humans to care for it. 

We are blessed to have this sacred task. 

On April 24, 2020, join together with Presbyterians from across the nation in Washington, D.C. to learn how 

Presbyterians and partners are answering this call and working for the restoration of God’s creation and 

people. Through plenaries, workshops, and networking opportunities, this CPJ Training Day offers the chance 

to explore the various ways we are addressing climate change, ecological destruction and environmental 

racism. Advancing climate justice and just transition to value and protect people who have historically been 

made vulnerable by economic and environmental injustice will be a special focus. 

Many will continue the learning by attending the Ecumenical Advocacy Days: Imagine! God’s Earth and 

People Restored from Friday evening on April 24 through Lobby Day on Monday April 27. Almost 1,000 

Christian advocates join us every year for a weekend of workshops, lectures and concrete actions addressing 

movements for social change.  

Click here for more information and to register today! https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/

compassion-peace-justice/washington/advocacy-training-weekend/ 
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Bridge’s Restaurant Day 
Thursday, February 13, 2020—Shannon’s Saloon & Restaurant 

Show your love for Bridges to Housing Stability by dining at Shannon’s and Bridges will receive 20% of your 

pretax total (no exclusions). Shannon’s Saloon is a long-term partner of Bridges who annually supports our 

mission to prevent and end homelessness in Howard County. By visiting this local favorite, you will help 

Bridges provide housing-related services to homeless and low-income persons working to become self-

sufficient. Visit www.bridges2hs.org for more information. 

Shannon’s Saloon is located in the Village Green Shopping Center  

at 9338 Baltimore National Pike, Ellicott City, MD 21042 and is open from 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.  

Connect at “The Center” 
Sunday, February 9, 2020, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  

First Annual Happy Hour and Silent Auction Fundraiser 

We will share about the Ministry your financial support makes possible for The Center and our partners. 

Your ticket gives you access to an open bar, heavy hors d'oeuvres, and a chance to bid on a collection of 

silent auction items. Get your tickets today at www.thecenterbaltimore.org 

We will be arranging for folks to carpool. Please let the church office know if you would like to be part of the 

carpool. 

“The Center” is a mission initiative of the Presbytery of Baltimore and  

is located at the First and Franklin Presbyterian Church in the building directly behind the Church. 

Mission News & Opportunities (continued) 
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News from the Deacons 

Session Meetings 2020 
4th Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted); Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

2020:    January 21, February 25, Thursday, March 26, April 28, May 26, June 30, August 25  

JUST ONE CAN …. PLUS!  February - Fight Against Cold 

This month Deacons salute our church’s commitment to the Cold Weather Shelter. Cold weather is difficult 

enough without a roof over your head, much less warm food. Thousands of people are going hungry in our 

area despite the hard work of the Howard County Food Bank and other food pantries. Please demonstrate 

your support of their tireless efforts by donating hearty, nutritious and filling foods that benefit the 

homeless, the hungry and the struggling. 

Suggestions are: 

○ Beans—Dried or Canned 

○ Canned Meat/Tuna/Chicken 

○ Canned Soups 

○ Stews 

○ Pasta 

○ Oatmeal 

Please leave your contribution in  

the wooden “Just One Can” bin  

in the Upper Commons. 

The Deacons appreciate the 

congregations’ generous support. 

County Services Information 
Business cards with a list of Howard County Emergency Service phone numbers are now in the Lower 

Commons, near the Care Notes display. Deacons urge you to take one and put it in your purse, wallet or car, 

to give to those you encounter who need assistance with food, housing or other personal services. Not every 

service available in the county is listed, but the listed ones are knowledgeable about all county organizations 

and will see that each person is directed to the best place that meets their needs. 

New Member Orientation 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 at 11:45 a.m. 

New Member Orientation explores what it means to be part of the  

First Presbyterian Church household. This one session class is the way to become a 

member. Please contact the church office if you plan to attend or need childcare. 
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You 
THANKS for Cleaning! 

DCM and STC shouts out glee for Sparkle in the Kitchen organized by STC member Debbie. With much 

gratitude, bigger than this paragraph can hold, we shout out to Debbie, Gloria, Emma, Nancy, Amanda and 

Pat for de-cluttering, cleaning and organizing the kitchen. They gave many hours and physical labor to 

shine every single surface. Please join us in the continued efforts of maintaining their hard work. That’s 

how we thank them. 

FIRN Party a Success! 

The Mission Committee would like to give a "Big Thank you", to everyone who assisted in making the FIRN 

Christmas party a great success. The evening was enjoyed by the FIRN guests and all who attended. 

Thank you! 

Thanks to all who attended and/or helped make our MLK Day of Service a success! Together we made tote 

bags from old tee shirts and Valentine’s Day cards for our CWS guests, we decorated bandannas for shelter 

and rescue dogs, and we participated in the Kindness Rocks Project. The fruits of your service are on 

display in Branch Hall. If you would like to decorate a “Kindness Rock” the rocks and supplies are also in 

Branch Hall and you are welcome to sit down and have a quiet moment creating an affirming message. 

Thanks to all for a Successful 10th Annual Alternative Gift Fair  
The 10th Annual Alternative Gift Fair was a HUGE success! Alternative gifts were made in the form of 

donations to twelve charitable projects. More than 80 children, youth, and college-aged young adults 

shopped and wrapped their fairly-traded gifts in the Children’s Corner where the younger shoppers were 

assisted by very capable shopping helpers. The fairly-traded items from SERRV and the Pala Village Market 

were a big hit with adults, too. The purchase of these items will have a very real impact on the lives of the 

artisans who created them. Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, and olive oil practically flew out the door along 

with amazing baked goods from the PW bake sale.  

The organizers thank everyone who volunteered, shopped, or helped spread the word about the event. 

There were a lot of first-time shoppers and shoppers from outside the First Pres community, so it’s obvious 

that the word got out to family, friends and co-workers. Special thanks to the volunteers who stayed longer 

than originally planned or stepped in whenever and wherever they saw a need. The generosity of the First 

Pres family was on display on many levels throughout the Fair.  If you enjoy volunteering at the AFG and 

would like to be a member of the organizing committee, please contact the church office.  

And please mark your calendars:   

next year’s Alternative Gift Fair will be held Saturday & Sunday, December 5 & 6, 2020.   
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Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian Church 

present Honorary Life Membership Award  

to Debbie  
On Wednesday, January 22, 2020 Moderator Debbie and Treasurer Carol 

presented Debbie with an Honorary Life Membership pin and certificate.  

An Honorary Life Membership in Presbyterian Women is conferred upon a 

woman or man in recognition of faithful service in some area of the church’s 

work. Moderators, teachers, leaders, officers, pastors and missionaries have 

been among the recipient of this honor. 

The funds derived from Honorary Life Memberships are used for 

Presbyterian Women leadership training costs, support of leadership 

development events for women, and training leaders for mission 

interpretation. Honorary Life Membership funds support Presbyterian 

Women’s Leadership Development grants. 

About the Pin Design:  The caring, supportive hands represent women who seek to build an inclusive 

community of Presbyterian Women. The leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to 

Jesus Christ as we nurture our faith. The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and throughout 

the world, shown in the globe. At the center of the design is the cross, by which our sins are forgiven and we 

are freed to live in Christ, who is the center of our lives. The overall design is of a butterfly, the symbol of 

newness in Christ. 

Debbie has been a member of First Presbyterian Church since June 23, 2001, was ordained an Elder on  
June 6, 2010, currently serves on the Pastor Parish Personnel Committee, and is a member of Ruth Circle. 
Debbie served as First Presbyterian Church’s Moderator of Presbyterian Women for many years.  
As the outgoing Moderator, the Coordinating Council wished to recognize her for her service to Presbyterian 
Women and the Presbyterian Church. 

Congratulations to Debbie and thank you for all do! 

The 2020 Census is Coming on April 1 
THE CENSUS IS IMPORTANT—THE CENSUS IS EASY—THE CENSUS IS SAFE 

Filling out your census form can be done in three ways — by mail, phone and online. 

The 2020 census will be the first online census in U.S. history. Answering the demographic questions in the 

census helps make sure your community receives its fair share of funding and that economic development 

and planning decisions accurately reflect your community on April 1, 2020. 

Some important facts to remember: 

• College students should be counted at their college address, either on or off campus. They should be 

counted at their parents’ home only if they live and sleep there. 

• All children must be counted including those under five years old. 

It is the portrait of us that will last 10 years, so let’s get everyone in the picture.  

For more info go to Census.Maryland.gov 
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A Word from our Nominating Committee 
The NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now accepting suggestions for leaders to be elected in the coming year 

to serve the church. We need members willing to serve as Elders, youth Elder, Deacons, youth Deacon,  

Pastor-Parish-Personnel Committee Members, Nominating Committee Members (for next year). 

This is an open, but confidential nominating process whereby the NOMINATING COMMITTEE will present a 

slate of recommended leaders to the Congregation for vote in April. All suggestions for leaders are to be 

submitted to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE directly and it is the NOMINATING COMMITTEE’s 

responsibility to speak with potential candidates. Members of the congregation should not ask someone to 

serve. 

Suggestions for leaders can be: 

 Emailed directly to the NOMINATING COMMITTEE, through the password protected email address: 

NomCom@firstpreshc.org  

 Suggested by filling out the form above, placing it in a sealed envelope marked NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE, which can be mailed to the church office, placed in church mailbox 102,  

or placed in the offering plate. 

 Contacting a NOMINATING COMMITTTEE member directly. 

This year’s NOMINATING COMMITTEE consists of: 

Estelene Boratenski (Elder, Chair), Margot Watson (Elder), David Kingsley (Deacon),  

Emmanuel Asiedu, Jon Barnett, Phil English, Brian Ventre (Members-at-Large),  

and Morton Harris, ex-officio and Sue Lowcock Harris, ex-officio. 

THANK YOU for your suggestions! 

SUGGESTED CHURCH LEADER CANDIDATE 

 Candidate Name ______________________________ 

 Suggested by _________________________________ 

 NOTE: If you have the desire to serve as a church leader, you can suggest yourself.  

 Position Suggested For: 

    ANY 

   ELDER 

   DEACON 

   PASTOR-PARISH-PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

   NOMINATING COMMITTEE (next year) 

THANK YOU! 
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Tidings March 2020 Issue 3  

 

 

is Thursday, February 13th
 

To be folded Friday, February 21st 

Please send articles to fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Please keep us up to date with your  

current home and email address 

so you won’t miss a single issue of Tidings! 

Changes can be sent to 

fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org 

Sign-up to receive  
your monthly issue  

of Tidings via email and  
save some trees and money! 

Thank you to many who have signed up already! 

Send your email address to 
churchoffice@firstpreshc.org  

and next month you’ll see Tidings in your inbox! 

SNOW AND SEVERE WEATHER POLICY:  

For Sunday mornings 

In the event of snow, ice or other severe weather, on 
Sundays, the Home Page of the church website, and 
the church answering machine will have a special 
message to inform you whether worship services or 
other activities have been changed or canceled. The 
decision will be made by 6:30 a.m. with a goal to 
notify the radio stations (WBAL Radio and WJZ TV) 
and to put a message on the church answering 
machine and church website, www.firstpreshc.org by 
7:00 a.m. Call the church office at 410-730-3545 for 
updated messages. 

For building use on other days 

First Presbyterian Church follows the Howard County 

Public School system. That is, if school is cancelled, then 

the church building is closed and all activities are cancelled. 

If school is on a delayed opening, the church will be open 

on a delayed schedule, as well, usually opening at  

10:00 a.m. If evening school activities are cancelled, then 

the church will be closed in the evening, and all evening 

activities are cancelled. For questions about this policy, 

please call the church office. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on  

Monday, February 17, 2020  

in observance of  
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The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
CHURCH BULLETIN DEADLINE is every Wednesday at 9 a.m. email:  fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org  

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE: Next issue: Thursday, February 13, 2020 by 9:00 a.m. 
email: fpcadmin@firstpreshc.org or fax: 410-715-4981 

February 2020 Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. — Worship 

9:30 a.m. — Church School – The Education Hour 11:30 a.m. — Discipleship Hour 

February 2 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Communion 
Souper Bowl of Caring Offering 

Micah 6:1-8 & Matthew 5:1-12 
Blessed Are You 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 

February 9 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-12 & Matthew 5:13-20 
Construction Workers, Cooks and Electricians 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

February 16 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 & Matthew 5:43-48 
Be Perfect 

Preaching:  Sue Lowcock Harris 

February 23 
The Transfiguration of Christ 

Exodus 24:12-18 & Matthew 17:1-9 
Fire on the Mountain 

Preaching:  Morton Harris 


